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t h ediscussion centered o n ' s in te res t i n establ ishing a summer
seminaryon t h e theory of computors a n d brain action at Dartmouth. Mc. d i d
most o f t h e t a l k i ng excep twhen q u e s t i o n s weree x p l i c i t l y referred to S.

N o t hav ing knownShannon be fo re 1t was d i f f i c u l t f o rRSM to d e c i d ea b o u t the 
dep ths o f h i s interest I n theproceadingsa she seameda little abatracted 
a good parto f t h etime. cCarthys t r ikes one a s enthusiast ic nd probably
qui te able i n t h t i c sbut oyoung and a bit n a i v e . RSM cutlined t h e RF ' s
d i f f i c u l t y i nappraising p r o p o s a l s f o rsupportingmeetingsof variouskinds
and saidtha t thel a r g e numbero f suchapplications madeit necessary f o r
u s to sc ru t in ize e a c h o n e withm o r e t h an o r d i n a r y care. Hewhoped t ha tM .
w o u l d understand t h r e f o r e , i f weseemedundulyskeptical. Aga ins t t h i s back-
groundh e t r i e d t o discocverwha t . a n d s. thought. a b o u t t h e t i m i n g o f t h i s
p a r t i c u l a r seminar . I s t h i s the timea t wh ich t h e g r e a t e s t n e e d i s f o r ex-
changeo f ideasbetween i n d i v i d u a l s or should t h e principal emphasisbe o n
the e f f o r t s of i nd iv idua ls workingalone on their ownstud ies t.o deve lop r e a l l y
new ideas? A casec a n bemadethat. the theory of brain func t ion as relatedto 
the mathematics of c o m p u t a t i o n  i s s t i l l i n the pre-Newtoniano r pre -E ins te in
phase w h e r e w h a t maybe needed i s someb r i l l i a n t insight ratherr t h a ngroup
d i scuss ion . The a n s w e r to t h i s depends somewhat on howone f e e l s about com-
mittees as c r e a t e d mechanisms; happens to take a d im view. 

M . andS. seemsto a g r e e at leasti npart, butp o i n t a l s o to the 
fac t t h a t p r a c t i c a l l y none o f t h e n theywouldlike t o i n v i t e a r e really
free to devote a n y but a smallfract iono f their t ime to theoretical th ink ing
i n this area. Part of t he o b j e c t i v e or theirseminarw o u l db e to give each
individual a two or three m o n t h s t re tch in which to d e v o t e f u l l timet o
t h e o r e t i c a l t h i n k i n g wi th t h e s t imulus of occassional g e n e r a l meeting f o r
e x c h a n g e o f i d e a s Within t h e group. Thiscertainlymakessome k ind of sense
but. whetheri tmakesRF scene or not is not. clear. 

Some t ime wasgiven to discussing t h e var ious persons who might b e
included, although t h e l i s t i s b,y n o means c o m p l e t e a s yet. Besides . and S .
themselves the following s s u g g e s t i o n swerem a d e ; Rochester, who i s apparently
one of t h e chiefs of t h e T h e o r e t i c a lComputation Divistionof IRM; Martin Minsky
John vono n perhaps forashor t time,i f ava i lab le ) ; Donald n • bba 
Professoro f Psychologyat c G i l l andRF grantee; OliverSelfridge. The l a t t e r
apparent ly strike . a n ds. a s t h e soundest andmost amenable t.o groupa c t i v i t y
of t h e var ious y o u n g e r n who havebeen a s s o c i a t e d w i h t NorbertWiener. The
m o s t attractiveforeign name seemedt o b e t h a t of . R . Ashby. S. worries a 

o o d d e a l about MacKay'si n t e r e s t i n theologicalmetaphysics.

Somethoughtwas a l s o givento how fastone o u g h tto move f r o m the 
purecon temp la t i onof mechanicalcomputers i n to t h e b u s i n e s s of analogising
t h e n t.o whatw e know aobut b r a i n function. . and s. seems to want. t.o g o r a t h e r
slowly at t h i s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t might b e w i s e t o inc lude one or two other 
psychologists i f only f o r the purpose of keeping the g r o u p f rom speculating
too w i l d l yon how tho brain m i ghtw o r k SM r e c o m m e n d e dt h a t M. might l i k e t o
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fh1a i'ntm'YJ,.ew wa.o conducted• IUl f, 1" B pcaa1bl.,, on thG CLCW1'59ti® 
t..'ul t. no tcmsl pl"'~al NU bet ora uo nr¥2 t..'·u!t w re Ml'!Oly explorillfl tha 
gr~ so thAt ·craflnd Shannon might know Itt\ t klnd or propomtl would 
'NC8ift the' ~~ "Yt1P1 o\1e aflidi hDJ"tJ• Ot ftJ7 tlile'l DOOO".:raeeQCT\t WA8 
g1:ve!l to bcUftve t..'lRt t..~ tinl.l dac1U10!t would bo • .tavor.able Olll'. nm,~ 1• 
lett With •oat u.neazrlne•• OftJ't' tho pou1b1litu t.b11t aOMt.h1.tte ood 1rtht. COlli 
out or thl.a INIG1nar at rel.ativo]y little eaat., but ho tinds hiasolt c.,_ 
:unouy at tho diacovory :t.tw.t ,so tflil or t.be ablo . n •ho tdnht bo :lnvltod are 
free c1u.rin;,; _ t or' \be )"80' to M their a\t.ft:n\ion t;o ·tho pure Be1A.'1Ca of 
e1thor cQ~PQ\Il~ion or th 1t. ·erg llll'. acw.lly the anl3 one. 
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