The relation of populetion to meterial and cultural

resources of the world presents one of the most criticel end urgent
problems of the dey. There are few cuestions which relete more
directly to human welfare in the years ahead.

One needs only to witness the misgery of millions of the
world's population to appreciste the extent to which many people
are lacking even the bare physicel necessitles of life, There 1s e
groving reslizetion thst these needs must somehow be met end that
much more then economic problems sre involved, Msn does mot live by
breed alone, Considerstion must slso be given to his mental end
emotionsl well-being — to educstion, religlon, srt snd other forms
of expressiorn which enable man to schieve self-reelization. Sstis-
fection and heppiness come from cresting and doing end 2 sense of
sccomplishment. Thus, solutions to cuestions of population imvolve
ultimetely not only mstters of physical and meterial well-being, but
alsec those of a cultursl, moral amnd spiritusl nature.

Some students of these ‘uestions belleve that the develop-
ment and application of technology will be rapic enough to provide
satisfactory living conditions for the entire human race and thet
efforte should be directed only to the more effectlve develomment and
utilization of the world's resources. Others think thet unless
messures to reduce the birth rate are culckly and successfully
adopted in seversl arezs the rapid growth of population imn reletion
to resources msy have catastrophic results. S5till others feel that
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during the past century we have secuired a large body of knowledge
end have applied much of it for the control of disesse amd premature
death, but that we heve not even begun to understand the problem of
reproduction in man nor the fsctors - biclogleal, physiological and
psychologicel - which sre sssoclated with human reproduction. Many
intermediste points of view sre mainteined.,

The feet thet many conflicting opinions heve been expressed
on the subject in recent years is understandable in view of the
mumber snd complexity of the factors involved. These range all the
wey from the possibilities of photosynthesis to matters of sociel
structure. An understanding of the problem which aight lesd to
solutions invelves the use of =ll the information we now possess
and the sequigition of a2 much grezter store of fundsmentsl knowledge.
It invelves a balunced and a simulteneous developuent in each of the
significent sress affecting populstion change.

Zroposed Action
In order to ascertain wvhat most usefully cen be done to

stimulate interest in population ~uestions, te organize knowledge in
the field, to develop facts and to stimulate new resesrch whth respect
to consequential cuestions, it ia thought thut there ieg need for some
sgency to serve a8 & focal point for the subject.

To this end it is proposed that there be formed under the
laws of the State of New York a membership corporation with substantiel
agsets and outstanding lsy snd professional leadership.
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The broad objeets of such a corporation (which it is pro-
posed be called the "Populetion Council®) would bes

(a) To study the probleme presented by the incressing populs-
tion of the world snd the relation of that population to material
aend cultursl resources.

(b) To enmcoursge and support research and to disseminste zs
eppropriate the knowledge resulting from such research.

{(e¢) To serve generslly ss = center for the collection and ex-
change of fects and information on the significent ldess and develop-
ments relating to population <uestions.

(d) To cooperste with individusls and institutions in the
development of programs.

(¢) To take inmitistive in the broed fields which in the sggregate
constitute the population probleam.

The foregoing is necessarily gemeral. It 1s intended to
express the brosd objects of the corporation. Obviously the precise
direction vhich the activities of the Gouncil may teke from time to
time will depend upon the judgment of its lesdership, which must be
ever on the slert for opportunities of usefulmes: within its droad
objectives. The keynote of its activities will be selectivity.

Its progrem must be balanced but not diffuse. In genersl 1t is
considered that the Counecil will remein small so s not to dissipate
its strength in unwieldy ventures. Direet operstions will be con-
fined to those which cannot be eccomplished more effectively through
sgsisting other agencies or institutions.
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In an efort to visuslize some of the specific Yypes of
sctivities in which the corporstion mey participeate directly cr
indirectly, the following are suggested:

1. Bagic seientific resesrch concerning the physiology of
human reproduction, imeluding physiologicsl variastions in the sperm
end ovum in their growth and development, to the end thut scientifie
knowledge may be inereased concerning human fertility.

2« Applied research regarding the effectliveness of conirs-
ceptive methods having in mind the customs, attitudes and living
conditions of persoms in aress where populstion pressures sre most
acute.

3. Studies relating tec the soclal, ethicel and morsl implica-
tions of contraceptive methods.

" 4e The development in sreas where populstion pressures are
most scute of foecal centers for study amd resesrch on population
csuestions, having in mind the importance of coordimated work in
demography, publie health, sgriculture, the soelal sclences and other
subjects bearing on populetion.

5. The training of professicnel persomnnel in areas where
population pressures sre or msy become scute not only through the
granting of fellowships for study abroad but slso by encoursging local
training.

6. The fostering of controlled experiments in areas of acute
population pressure to determine the impsct upon the birth rate of
such separste faotors s@ economic development, genersl sducstion and
contraceptive education,
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7. Studies st close renge in one or more small representative
comsunities of the various fsctors which influemce populatlion change,
recognizing perticularly the interrelationships of such fectors.
8. Studies of the role of migration as & factor in population

change,
9, Studies of the factors governing family size end the modes
of their change.

10. Resesrch in both the cuantitative and qualitative aspects
of population in the United States in relstion to potemtlal msteriel
snd cultural resources.

Genernl Comments

The foregoeing illustrations indicate the scope of the
interests of the Councll, There are msny programs bdeing carried onm
in different ficlds of humsn activity which asre designed to improve
the condition of mankind. One of the problems appesrs to be that
there is no contimuing group which 1s comsidering these activitles
from & population point of view. This it is hoped the Coumeil will
be sble to do.

It is not intended to duplicate useful work which is mow
in progress in relstion to these problems. The addition of competent
personnel and substsntial resourses should not only inerease the
significance of these activities but elso materislly stremgthen and
sccelerate the total effort towerd the attaimment of solutiomns which
muemﬁalhhmnwlhn_hmm

The task sheed is to study the facts with respect to signifi-
eant problems relsting to population snd to emcoursge action to the end
thaet the sroblems may ultimately be understood and solved.
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