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BE\tUFS~ :ur. E. C. carter as Ch~n of tbJ .Amerlean Cooperat 1ng 
Cam:uttee asks r. Rooketeller to contribute 126,000 ~ot.ard a 
' 500,000 emergenc7 f'UDd beins ral eed to make poe sible tbe qual1-
tat1 '\'0 development of the Cb.lnQSa Nat 1onal J..ssoo 1aUon at tbe 
nau uoat ton •ovemant dwiDg tbe m.d few Jean. 

PREVIOUS none d1rectlJ. Preeldent lbur has CCil~erred YU 
I!r. Foa.11ck. Dr. Vincent • Dr. Da7, ·r. Arnett and the SeeretarJ 
ha-ve met n.r. Yen and h .x'd hla desor11)t1on of the 'ovement. 

BI8i'Oltl' the Jlssa .E4wat1on idea originated in Y.C.JU!Il&B Yen's li'ICI"k 
1n tbe Chineeo labor Ca!!tpl in Frnnoe dll1"1ng tbe VJor1d wr; and 
fr(ID a snall claus o f laborers in oalcgne. the edaoat tonal 'fttrlt 
later spread to a hiCh r~orUon of tbe 200,000 Cb1nese 1n 41t-
terent part of Franco. 'i.'he "Chinese Laborer's ee.kly". read 
by the men as tll:t7 booome 11 torate, as first publ1sbed in Pari 
in 1919. lntmJ~1ve atudy and 8!!811 scale ex!'erlments in China 
on:ler the auapioea of the Chinese National Co'm!'lit t ee of tbe Yl.!JA 
followed in 19.20-12. .Daring these y•rs reseurch done 1:n 'Pa1-Hua 
(tbe colloquial language resul tod 1n the select10r1 of the t Dle-
mmtal ch8raotera of the language. !nlese 11era :l.ncorporated into 
the 1,000 oharactor lessons. Lar aoale mass educa tion cam algna 
v;ere colii!coted in varloos cities in 1922-23. 'Pt.e Chlneae atlonal 
.As soc 1a t1 on of tbe • u n:tlwet ion •ovcmant \'EBB ort:aD1zed in 
Aug1o1st 1923 v;ltb 1 te b eadquartera in .Peklng. Prov1a1onal and 
dlstrlot associations have atnoe beon formed to ae rm re tbe ptr-
msnence z4 atab111 ty of the l!o'\lel!lBnt. Durin3 the yean 1923-
Z4. thirtJ-t'liO self-sup orting cl tr n:aes edteot1on asaoc1at1ou 
sprang -ao. as •ell as tn8ll7 rural asaoo1ationa. ~oda7 tbe 'ow-
ment bas reab'hed, it ia believed, approximately 5,000 ,0t>-J people 
taught b)' about 100.000 teaohera. 

1 WE PROB:x..mt China hu a p~lat ion ot acme 450,000,000 p eople, or 
one-fourth of the ,.;orld's population. Appr0%1matelJ 85" of these 
people are enUrel.7 illiterate. ~are are two diviaiona of 
lenguage - the claselcal. the languase ot the olesai" al literature 
and the colloquial, the lan5{ola ~ ct Uw people. fhe di tference 
:bet~en these two languages ie es great as the difference between 
Latin and Engllsh. In acScl1 ticm, the colloquial language ie 
d 11•14ed into 1B8DY roTinc181 dialects, these in thnaelves aa d1t-
te7ent aa tVIo aepa:rate Euro ean lan.:,~ges. i'he Q'llab1c charaate~-
iaUcs uae4 to dcelgaate SJllablea in tbe oo~loqu1al langue~ are, 
however, consistent tbrougbout Ohls. Prono1ll'lo1atlon, hor.ever, 
1rar1es widely. !-'or uomnle: U 1a as lt our ne.g .n voere read 
''for exnnn..>le'' in one eeot 11)'11 and "zum Bet;.!tel,. in anotber. ~e 
1111teraoy n roblec 1a S?>rend t hrouebout China but resc:hee its 
'r.Ol"S:t 1n the l'"alral d1 Gtr icts t 0 a::'l rising OWr 00;! Of t he popula-tion. 

!l'he first work of the lase Edwation towment was to sttli7 
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tba Pal-Bua literature ad aaleot 1,000 obaraot•• which •••eel 
tUDdam:elltal. 2be ao-oalled 1,000 obaracter leason ltooka were 
prepared on the 'beaia of tbeaa atudtla. It •• 10011 fOaM tbat 
thla baala •• not enough. A further atua;v waa made of owr 
&00,000 cbaraatara uaed la lNalDoaa corre.poDdeoa, proo~tlcma, . 
rallWI' 11pa, ete. and 41aolo..S tbe nwd ot adding 200 more 
flDl.-atal o•raotera to the baalo cbaraoter noabularJ. !he Dlzt 
atep •• ln tllt dlraotlon r:l apealalhatlon. '!be 1,000 olaraotera 
and tbe aontent ot tm material in 1111lob tbl7 appeared were re-
adapted for the fa~r. the c lty dweller am the aold1er. IDao:r-
porated •a not Ollly tha purpose of teaohlns the mtlva to read, 
bet alao alaple leaaona ill ethloa, b•ltb. vocation aad eU1sa-
ah1Jh Aa the nee4 for furthar eduoatioa boone apparent, dlcUcm-
arlea g1T1118 a 110•awbat larger "IOOalmlar;v ware prellllrecl. llheae 
41ot lourlea 811Te the aoUDd~ of 110l"cla 1D t h e pbcmetlo •rlpt, alao 
belnl daTeloped lndep8Ddent}l, aDd the ••ntng ot wor4a 1D tbe 
1,000 charaoter ?Ocabulal7• !he wm-k, at flrat atenalft, laeoame 
alao lnt•alTe. In adlitiCD to the general 11 teracJ ao..,.._t 
wblch i a now beil'Jff carried l'D ••• pl•n tb:rough higber soboola 
o~t.-d ot graduatea o:f 'the :flrat tutructtcm, an 1Dtana1w ct---. 
at rat len of the Xova•nt i a oarr1 ed em ill ! lug Hal en in order that 
1 t might beccae a cl_,mtratlon aDd tra1n1ns center for the tutura 
-recoaatrao t 1m of :rural Obiu. 

PEBSOliliiiL !lhe National Jeecut lve Board of ~ruataea lnaludea Kadam 
Jill. LUg, wife ot the u-:!'ralar aa Cml~, Mr. Chow, .PresidaDt 
of a PeJdD&' bank and '!r•nrer. and. a nam'ber ot higblJ tra1M4 
Chlneae to~rl.J holcl1JW important poa1Ucma 1n the Chbleae soven-
mct and ill Cbln••• eduaat loa. 

FIIJAECES !be J.aaoclat 1oD baa an 1DOOile d. •PPI"OZ1Jaateq $26,000 a 
year, the tbree prlDDipel. aouroes bei:ng a srant of ~? ,600 fraa the 
Ch1Da i'ouadatton, ~2,500 trca r~alUM of publioaUoraa ad $16,000 
ln personal douticas, large]¥ trom Ohllleaa . fbi a budget repre.-ta 
the wcrk of t'M head4uartere etaff ozal¥. .111 field 110rk 1a 
t ilaDoed b7 tbe localU7 r 81' CJUo wblch oamea 1 t on. For 1nat.-
dur1DB tbe 7~ 1927 it la eaU•ted tlat cshi ltat !Gu in MJ'riD n 
8114 qu .. tera UM)Qntma to 25,000 were reoelwd, fhat $825,000 •• 
upeuded 117 c1Uea, proT1Daaa am t~ V81"10\1a utlODal arat• aad 
that aerTlcea ad 'Wildlnp were dout ed ln the t leld •ozt lac 
in nlua to ~'ooo,ooo. ~· warlt la aet up on a atreel7 low 
eoonomlc acala . fte Chine .. t .. cbera recelw O'DlJ' tea •ODeJ, 
abol't se·nnrtr-t118 cnta to ODe dollar a ll'lOiltb tor their •enta ea. 
~e 8'1'8J'age cost of the f!rat c our• 1a about tlft7 cent a. !he 
'book a o os t t lve oent • a plea e. l'.he t•cl of $600 ,000 la to be 
amplQ¥84 mtlroly in 1nareaa1ng the etfeaUYeneas of the bead- j 
quarters staff already orgmhecl 1ll 8kalet011 on till baaia f1Jlall7 
de aired • It wndd be apallded at the average of about $100,000 
annualq, with the maximum in the third ;vaar aad the atn1J8UIII 1a the 
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fifth. ~is fmd, al,hough diabQJ'eed by the Aasoclat loD9 would 
be iu *he hande ot a :flname ooonlttae oo.nalet blg of r. Ch•lea 
Jl• nenneU, !W\ager c:f the Dnt trn1al Oity Bank in Pelting; 
B<>e.--er s. Greene of the Rocketeller Foundation; and Dr. Le1pton 
s•uart. Prea1 dent of Yen Ching D'lll wreit;v. 

R:IDO!DIERDA~lo.N !he enlarge progma of tbe .Association aeeaa 
eoundl;v o0tl0e1ve4. Starting n tb f 11'8t things, that prosr• wovld 
attempt to graduall,v om atw:aak an lnoreaai.DB}T lUerate ChiD& b1 
simple leaaona of Malth, 1"114Detr7. morale and o 1U.senah1p. Al-
war• the wcrk la done by Chin eee nat he to tbe :region 1n tlhloh 
the7 work tmd 011 'baae1 cloaely l'$lated to tile aotusl life of the 
Chinese. For liUitance, rural resE:arch 1n the :rroblem of irri a-
t1cm haa reaul ted 1ll a 30$ lmpr ovement of tbe Chinese wooden 
pump ratl"~r than a reoO!lm1erldat1on ot the adoption of occidental 
methode. Se'fefilfmdluueJttal queatlona oooU~red to the aecretaeya 

1. 0GQld not the traas Education MOYectent bocome at 8D7 
ttm.e a tool in tll@ han{f 8 cf a poli Ucsl group? lnYettigat 1m d1a-
o loael tbe fact that the Association bas served all of the nat loul 
armies and all of the politic a}. gr orpa without d1eor1D1uat1on eo 
baa retuatid oonalatently to accept offers of large grants trOD any 
cme of tb3 national amin, eo•pt as tho• grants 'Were emplorect 
wi tbln th!)sO armi• tb8118elvea. The Associat 1011 w18hea to -.eep 
absolutely tree tram gorernment support until a enerally aoce9ted 
:natiCClal so vernman t hoa a~menrea. 

z. Do .. the pmgr-am repre8ent a fmdamentsl approach to 
the Cblnaae langaase pJOblem? t:are the secretory baa consulted 
y;ith .r. Ll of Bar"YWd and 17ofeaeor Sapir ot Ohioaso. It 11 ap-
parent ~bat Ol"1ina aanno~ adopt an alpbabet 88 hae recentl; bean 
dme in ~ulby. ~e present method eo.u tbe only method ot ap.. 
proacblDB the lit erncy problem. 

3. \'lhat are the p<aaibUitiea of salf-aupport after the 
five 79C' 61"81lt has ooaaed? r. Yen bellewa tbat the fiw :veer 
pericd wUl all011 tb• to build 12p an adequate lno~ through cCD ... 

tribuUo:aa tra over-sooa Ohiueae, sq of whom are 1feaH-, trOll 
Cblneae foundot1ona, frOD popul.&r aubecrlpUona, from the asle of 

1 literature and fr<ID national arJd provtno1al governmct g'J"&nta. 
4. Vllll not Amer1oan grants interfere Y.'ith tbe eaeenUallj 

Chinese character ot th1a ovement so tw 11Jd1aatecl bJ the earliEr 
support? r. Boaer Greene wri tea "~a 1e a danger to be 
gaardec! against lmt If the conUnuaDCe ot :triv (Ur. Ym'sfwork4e-
penda em fJ8t Ung lftODIJ abroad f t:r a ffm ;years, as be eVidentlY 
feela tbat it doe a, I lhould be inclined to deter to his _Juagmen.t 
prov.i dad too ~eat a abare of Ole aruma 1 budget did not come troa 
non-chinese sources". As 1nd1osted under finances, tbe budBet 
ot the ceu ral v. crk of the assoa lotion, even at .,..loo.o.:>o annsl]J', 
would 'be only a small part - roughly about one-twentieth - of tbe 
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U!ole funds alrea!'i7 ex);8n4ed ennuallJ in thh 'owment. 

It 1 a a p1t7 tm t fUDd • at pre a ent aaed - in compet1 U ve m1~t-

sion8J'7 endeavor could not be devoted to thie fundamental ap. 
pro&ch to Ch1Da'& F«?blatl. ~1a epparently. hOWTer. cannot 
be. 

Consideration oft. coutrlbuUon d 00,000 on condition tbat 
at least ~250 .ooo be secured from ot mx- .otroeu 1s suggested 

.AOTI<m I.~o: v.;!J. thnt tho ,d·,isory Co•:mi..t reo reoom-...end to i':.!' . 
Rocker en "r U:~t ho cont r ilr..;t e y50 .ooo o·tt~lcht and an n:!di-
tionel t·so,ooo , .. t.on tl:oy hs·1c r.ocurc(i .,.25 .o:'IO !incltwing the 
outrieht oontributiro. 
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