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RECUEST Mr. B. C. Carter as Chairmen of the imericsn Cooperat ing
Committee asks ¥r. Rockefeller to contribute §125,000 toward a
$600,000 emergency fund being raised to make possidle the guali-
tative development of the Chinese Hat ional Association of the
Ysss Educat lon Movement during the mxt few years.

PREVIOUS INTEREST Ilone directly. President Wilbur has conferred with
Mr, Fosdick. Dr. Vincent, Dr. Day, Mr. Arnett smd the Secretary
have met Yr. Yen and heard his description of the Movement.

HISTORY The Mass Education idea originated in Y.C.Jaumes Yen's work
in the Chinese labor camps in France during the world war; and
from & small class of laborers in Boulogne, the educat ional work
later syread to & high »roportion of the 200,000 Chinese in dif-
ferent part of France. 7he "Chinese Laborer's Weekly", read
by the mem as they became literste, was first published in Paris
in 1919. Intemsive study and small scale exveriments in China
under the suspices of the Chinese N¥ationgl Committee of the TICA
followed in 1920-82. During these years resssrch dome in Pai-Fua
(the colloguial language) resulted in the selection of the funda-
mental characters of the langusge. 7These were incorporated into
the 1,000 character leesons. large scale mass education campaigns
were conducted in verious cities in 1922-23. The Chinese Nationmal
Assogiation of the Mass Educat ion Movement wae organized in
August 1923 with its headquarters in Peking. Provisional and
distriet associations have since beem formed to sssure the mer-
manence and stadility of the Movement. During the years 1925-
4, thirty-two self-suprorting city mass edwation associations
sprang uwp, &8 well as msny rural associstions. Today the Move-
ment has reabhed, it is believed, approximstely 5,000,000 people
taught by about 100,000 teachers.

THE PROBLEM China has a population of some 450,000,000 people, or
one-fourth of the world's population. Approximately 85% of these
people are entirely illiterate. Thare are two divisions of
language ~ the classical, the language cf the classical literature
and the colloguial, the languaze of the people. The difference
between these two languagzes is as great as the difference between
lLatin and English. In addition, the colloquisl language is
divided into many provincisl dislects, these in themselves as dif-
ferent as two separate Suropesn langusges. The syllabic character-
istics used to designate syllables in the codloquial langusge are,
however, congistent throughout Chima. Pronounciat ionm, however,
veries widely. ZXor example: 1t is as 1f our "e.g.” were read
"for example” in mme sectimn and "zum Sef:riel” in snother. The

- #1litersey prodlem 1s spread throughout China but resches its

:uin-at in the rursl districts, comorising ower 807 of the populs-
on.

REPRT The first vork of the Mass Sdwation Movement was to study
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the Pgi-Hua literature and select 1,000 characters which seemed
fundamental. The so-galled 1,000 character lesson books were
prepared on the basis of these stuliex. It was soon fousd that
this basis was not enmough. A further study wes made of over
600,000 characters used in busincss correspondemce, proclamations, .
railway signs, ete. and disclosed the nesd of adding 200 more
fundsmental charseters to the basic character vocsbulary. The next
step was in tie direction of specialization. The 1,000 charscters
end the gontent of the msterisl in vhich they appesred were re-
adapted for the farmer, the city dweller and the soldier. Incor-
porated wae not only the »uwrpose of teaching the mative to resad,
but also simple lessons in ethics, heslth, vocation and citizen-
ship. As the need for fwiher education beceme appsrent, diction-
aries giving o somewhat larger vooabulary were prepared. These
diot ionaries gave the sounds of words in the phonetic script, also
being developed independently, and the mesning of words in the
1,000 character vocabulary« The wark, at first extensive, became
al 80 intemsive., In addition to the gemeral literscy movement
whieh is now being earried in some places through higher schools
conpiesd of graduates of the first instruction, sn intensive demon-~
stration of the NMovement is carried on in Ting Hsien in order that
it might become a demonstration snd training center for the future
reconstruotion of rursl China.

PERSOEEEL 7The Nat ional fxecut ive Board of Irustees includes Madam
~Hei Ling, wife of the ex-Premier as Claiyman, ¥r. Chow, President
of a Peking bank and Treasurer, and & number of highly trained
Chinese formerly holding importsnt positions in the Chinese govern-
ment snd in Chinese education,

FIRARCES The Assoclation has an ingome of approximately $25,000 a
year, the three principal sources being a grant of 7,600 from the
China Foundation, 2,500 from royalties of publications amd §15,000
in personal domations, largely from Chinese. This budget represents
the work of the hesdquarters staff « All field work is
financed by the locality ¢r group which carries it on. For instan®,
during the year 1927 it is estimated timt cmtrl but lons in services
and guarters amounting to {25,000 were received, that 326,000 was
expended by cities, provinces anl the various nstionsl armies snd
that services and buildings were donated in the field amount ing
in value to {500,000. The work is set up on an extremely low
economic scale. The Chinese teachers receive only tes money,
about seventy-fiwe cents to one dollar a month for their services.
The average cost of the first course is about fifty cents. The
books cost five cents a plece. The fund of $500,000 is to be
employed entirely in increasing the effectiveness of the head-
quarters staff already orgsnized in skeleton on the basis finally
desired. It would be expanded at the average of about £100,000
annually, with the meximum in the thirad year sad the minimum in the
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RECOMGIBRDATL O The onlngdprogn of the Association seems

f£ifth, This fwmd, although disbursed by the issociast ion, would
be in the hands of a finame committee consisting of Mr. Charles
. Bennett, ismsger of the Natlonal City Bauk in Peking;

Roger 5. Gresne of the Rockefsller Foundation; and Pr. Leighton
Stuart, President of Yen Ching Uniwersity.

soundly comeived. Starting with first things, thet program would
attempt to graduslly cmstenck an incrsasingly literate China in
simple lessons of heslth, industry, morals and citizenship. Al-
ways the work is dome by Chinese native to the regiom in thich
they work snd om bases closely related to the actwl life of the
Chinese. For iastance, rural research in the mroblem of irrige-
tion hes resulted in a 305 lmmr ovement of the Chinese wooden
pump rather than a recommendation of the adoption of oceidentsl
methods. Jeverslfumdumental guestions occwured to the secretary:
1. Could not the Vass Education Hovement become at any
time & tool in the hanis of a political group? Investigetion dis-
closes the faot that the issocimtion has served all of the m tiomal
armies and 21l of the politica] groups without diserimination amnd
hag refused consistently to accept offers of large gramnts from say
one of the nationsl armies, excent ss those grants were employed
within those armies themselves. The Assoclation wishes to Reep
absolutely free from gowernment support until a generally secepted
national govermment has anpeared.

2. Does the program rerresent a f mdsmentsl spproach to
the Chinese language prodblem? Ilere the secretary has consulted
with ¥r. L1 of Harverd snd Professor Sapir of Chicago. It is ap-
parent that China cannot adopt an alphabet ss has recently been
done in Turkey. The present method seems the only method of ap-
proaching the litersey problem.

3., 'hat are the pmsibilities of self-support after the
five year grant has ceased? lMr. Yenm believes that the five year
pericd will allov them to build up sn adequste income through comm~
tributions from over-seas Chinese, meny of whom are wealthy, from
Chinese foundatioms, from populsr subseriptions, from the sale of
literature snd from national and provineial government grants.

4. Will not American grants interfere with the esseatislly
Chinese character of this Movement so far indicated by the earlier
support? Mr. Roger Greene writes "This is a danger to be
guarded against but 4f the continusnce of his (lr. Yen's| work de~
pends on getting money abroad fa a few years, ae he evidently
feeles that it does, I should be inclined to defer to his judgment
provided too great a share of the anmual budget did not come from
non-Chinese sources”. Ais Indicated under finances, the budget
of the ceniral wark of the assceiation, even at $100,000 amnually,

vwould be only & small part - roughly about ome-twentieth - of the
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vhole funds slresiy expended smnually in this XNovement.

It is a pity that funds at present ased in competitive mis-
simeary endsavor could mot be devoted to this fundamental ap-
proach to China's problem. This sppareantly, however, cammot
be.

Conslderation of & contribution of $50,000 on condition that
st lemst $260,000 be secured from other sowoces is suggested.

ACTION  puac: yeD, thet the .dvisory Committee recomsend to Mr.
nookefellor that he coutridute $50,000 outright and an addi-
tionsl 60,000 when tiey have soocured. $250,000 (including the
outrisht contributimm.




	003584_001_m
	003584_002_m
	003584_003_m
	003584_004_m



