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MEMORARDUM: COEDITIONS AFFECTING YTHE MEMORIAL'S PARTICIPATION
IN PROJECTS IN SOCIAL SCIENCE.

At the meeting of the Noard of Trustees of the Memorial on
Vay 28th, 1924, spplications from Harvard University snd the Robert
frookings Graduate School of Foonomics and Covernment were referred teo
the Exscutive Committee with pewer. The Harverd application conteme
plated the establishment of & Buremu of International Research end the
Brookings Gradunte School outlined its research requirements for con-
sideration.

It was the feeling of the Board that both applications were
intrinsically meritorious; however, the Exscutive Committee wes asked,
prior to action on these requests, to study the conditions umder which
the field of social sciemce, that is sociology, econemics, political
seience, and psychology, anthropology and history, may be considered
an appropriate field for the Memorisl. Ths question arose primarily
because of the controversial nature of the problems cherscteristic of
these fields, not becmuse of any doubt as Yo the importance or urgency
of these problems or as to the practical nsed for lmowledge bearing on

their solution. It was felt that sn examination might show certain cone

ditions under which it would not be expedient to take up projects in

this field and other conditions under which the position of the lMemorial

would appear to be reasonably safeguarded. It was felt that in the be-

gimning it would be wiser to err on the side of comservatism, permitting

extensions of the program as experience with the field shows the way.




The present memorsndum proposss to indicate conditions which
affect the ability of the Memorial to become emssocisted with projects
in the field of social science. Certein conditions would seem to nake

of Examples: Wational Child Ladber
Comzittee, Hational Consumers League, Nationmal Wo-
man's Party.

2. To attempt directly under the Memorial to secure any
social, sconomic or political reform. Exmaples:
more playgrounds, less wnemployment, extension of
the merit system in eivil service.

3. To cerry on investigations and research directly
mwmummmm#ﬁo
Memorial., Exemples: Handbook on Cmmping, Oppore
tunities in Voeational Nducation of Vomen, Helutions
between Dmmigretion and the Business Cycle.

B. To attempt to influence the findings or conclusions
of vesearch and investigations through the designation
of either personnel, specific problems to be atiacked,
or methods of inguiry to be adopted; nor through ine
direct influence in glving inadoguate sassurances of
continuity of suppert.

8. To comeentrate too marrowly on particular research ine
stitutions, incwrring thereby the danger of institue
tienal bias.

Cortein conditions would seem to meke assistence from the
Memorial desirable. It appesrs appropriate

1. fTo support seientific ressarch on soeial, economic and
governmental :




solentific institutions sponsor the research snd assume
responsibility for the competence of the staff and the
seientific spirit of the investigations. Examples: Uni-
mwam,mmmem

2. Te contribute to sgencles which mey advance in indirect
ways sclentifie activity in the soelal field. Examplos:
el g

S. To offer fellowships to students of competence and matur-
iﬁMMﬂTuﬁrﬁqu’m—

4. To make possible the publication of sclentific investige-
m-mwmhmum
tions through general appropriations to be sdministered
in detail by the sponsoring agency.

5. To contribute toward the expense of cenferences of sclen~
$ific men for sclentific purposes.

S, umm-mn.mwmwmm
governmental :

The essence of the situstion appesrs on exmmination te be
not whether a problem is controversial, but rather whether it is studied
hym#.mh-mﬂtdw‘w“lw'lﬁ
freedom of inquiry and expression. The sponsorship of s responsible
educational or scientific institution assures to the lumorisl snd %o
mpmuumm.mnmmlummmu-m
cution of research.
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