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MruORANDUM 

Dr. y. c. James Yen Letters, June-October 1948, to 
!iss T •e.ng arxi Justi ce t'illiam o. Dou las (Dear Bill) 

These letters, boilei down, relate to 

I . pOlitical trams bearing upon t.lte JoirJ; Commis!:lion on Rural Reconstruction 
II . Progress of the }lass Education Movement in China. 

I. Poli ""ical Trends 

Uo Chinese has the slightest hope for the nation. All hate the ,resent 
government. ·ut Yen still sees hope for rural reconstruction an:i mass education, 
given the ric;ht men on l:.he Joint Corm:ri!Juion, i . e ., statesoen, not JX!rty men or 
specicolists:--he Nationalist Army is loning steadily to the R ds. A strong 
student movement agitates ag~inst U. S. Policy of strengU1ening Japan, suspects 
any k'i.ni of American as:li.st.:mce. '\long, new Premier, s~emingly favors having 
the Commis~ion made independent of a goverru:JCnt hich cares only for fighting 
the Communists ani for I:lOrc money am po .. er. The 'Gissi:lno possibJ.y wants 
sincerely to allow the Coo::Ussion a free hand 'hile he pr.omises to handle the 
reactionaries in his or.n part~, and to see Yen a cember of the C~ssion. 
Also, the popular new ~ice President, l!arshall Li-1'sung- jen, elected m-~r 
reactionary opposition, offers to assist Yen though uantir.t:; his Kwangsi 
province :inclulied in the nation-wide pro:;.ram. But Yen is distressed to learn 
from Dou~~Jb1T~ about tW~tc eparment sche ers a!nst hi:-::,~~ 

(fe~na. a';;otit-C.ti1 rBtertmPP'ro&run tunJs an their insistence on i...-"lclu :;.ng ,, 
proposals hich the Sino-American .gricultural Jlission made t·r.-o years ago, 
initiated by the state Department. Yen saw this as sabota e . 

He tackled .oyer. Jloyer thou._;ht the State Department 1 s idea was for 
the CommisDion to be agricultural and rural industrinl, little concerned with 
education or health. Yen was now thoroughly convinced that a few 3t~te 
Department juniors, not CA , were out to ao:ninate tho Commission, with Uqrshall 
in Europa . Ho rcmin:ied Uoyer that the Connnission is empowered to formulate 
ani carry out Chinese rural reconstruction and to operate that line as it 
pleased. He said agriculture is important but is only one of four main 
rural considcr<ltiono; that uhat most apooalcd to Congres., 'Was the indi enous 
in Yen ' s concept; that we want no State Department subordinates dictating to 
the Commission. ·orcover, American collars and techniques alc~wouldn't 
do the job. oyer secmea. impressed but insisted that Chiang and high 1;overn-
ment officials should participate. That, Yen replied, calls for delicate 
treatment, again not dollars alone, certainly not with all this student anti-
Am rican feelinG throughout China. To l!:is::; T' ang Yen confides that the 
State Dcpartmnt policy is to put technicians an specialists like lJoyer on 
the Commis sion, directly unler the t'epartment 1 s control, though nol!li.nally under 
the dministrator (actually Laphc...m1 i ioffman 1 s representative) . his would 
be ruinous. To counteract such cor.trol, Yen and r. Ch 1u wanted men so 
prominent in China ana abroad on the Commission that the Departoent under 
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cloak of ... CA T.ould h~si tate to impose its wil l . For example, the past and 
present JlrE;miers, Chang Chun a:crl · .ong. llaurice Moore and Hoffman approved. 
But nou along comes the AI:lm-ican Embassy ti th a for:rnal proposal to put the 
whole Comrti.ssion directly under the .A~ministrat,or. There it is againl 
The Chinese Foreign Ministry, furi<.' is, ·i. .sists it. be unier the Chinese 
Government , the program being for C1&: :1ese people in Chinese territory. And 
Leighton Stuart recons!dcred a consent to serve because :egally ar~ tcch-
ni~l~· Laphmn should be unier hi...'"n . Ch£.ng Chun too declined - how could a 
Premier of China serve under Lapham? tJh.c:t, Yen asks, is the State Department 
doing, tryin:: to reduce the Cot!!mission to a mere coordinating agency l'li thout 
a progran of its own or any potrer to nsc ~ mone"J, am an American super-
~isor in ove:r-.f Section of the Cor.r.ti.nsion? Yen was botrmen the devil and the 
deep blue sea - Depart~eut dictation ~~ Chinese interference iTac greedy 
cliqtJes. Trouble is, neither tho American nor the Chinese president can 
appoint a chairman, Ylho has to he electc l by the Commission members. 

(SWope, shom this ou.tpourlng in June 1948 called it dynamite, guard carefully) 

Meanwhile in June, Yen a~ong others was nominated at Paris for 
Direct:.or-Genernl o.f Unf.lsco and by a Frenchman, not a Chinese. He r.anted 
S!rope ani Douglas to ponder that. The American Governroont delayed until the 
end of September sendi~ the two American me."'lbers of the Commission, ••wer 
and Baker, both of there opposed to Yen ani unier State Department instruction 
to ao everything to keep him down, obviously so as to make the Commission 
agricultural, not reconstructive, aud have it. carry out the ~inc-American 
Ar.ricultural ssion Is old pl.·oposals. The ' Gissino' s expressed acsire 
for Chiang Con- ·n as Commissicn chairman with Yen chief cxec.'Ut:::.\e. As 
lately as October ll the fight r.as still on, "terribly distasteful to Yen. 
}ron-lin was chairman - the only officer . r.o ei!lployees. At D-ecember 2 
llisn '1 ' ang hau. heard nothing recent frccn Yen. He was still trying to get the 
Join~ Commission on Rural Reconst~1ction going samehow, with the work in 
Szechuan a~d Hunan to be carried out, 'Whatever happened. Four r gional 
offices were decided on: Chungking for \i estern China, Changsha for Central 
China, Canton for Kwangtung, Kweilin for Kwangsi 2Di .Kwcichow. 

II~ Progres s of Mass Education Lbvemont in China 

At the CoDe£;e in Szechuan 51 received deerces in F...ducation, Arts, 
.A"'riculture, in JUly 1~1.C at first commencc:nent for four-; ear students. All 
voluntarily joined i "le g')Crimental Cer.ter despite the usual a~ersion of 
educated youne Chinese for rural ork. Leighton Stuart called this "a gr eat 
vi.ct.ory for the Uovement" . Coll~..;;c will accept only 200 nev students o ~t of 
)_,)50 candidates. There is a nm auditorium seating 700, bu:::.lt entirely out 
of savings. Can;pus is in beautiful setting . Yen•s r equest has been granted -
US 15, 500 for a library, facult7 residences and adult psychology laboratory. 
Community w0rk begun nearby stimulated local -people to contribute land and 
labor for a road between market village and Collcue• Local leaders at o;m 
expense want College to direct Village Center Primar.f School. 'Ihus local 
attitudes are cr..an&int; . Experimental Center at Bi- Shan and Peipci has about 
1,000 loomc "florking; enough rroney wc;uld mean ? , 000. Cooperative n:cm'ters 
making splendid profit and putt.ing sorce of it into community eiucation and 
health. The NEA 1 s first instalment of US $151 000 sent to Dr. Ch ' u for the 
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Center for prinary teachers' 3al:lries, etc . sparlced the local gentry to £ell 
farm products to the arnow1t of eight Umes as much r.ore for simil.ar use. 
That, says Yen, shows magnificently that China needs release more than relief. 
It:s wew.lth, mterial and ~piritual, and its potential are tremendous. :fie ) 
so-called Ferner' 5 Bank, a govel"'l!llnt concern, has bccm loaning to the ~~ 

(iooperative ~. Uost cooperatives arc in hands of unscrup".l.:!.ous gentlj· ·rho 
borror. at low rates, then loan to poor farmers at 30%-40"/. l.ot so at the 
Cooperathre Faro, sometimes called "t.gricultural Product:1.ve (;ooperative" which 
only dirt farmers ani t:llers of the soil uho are literate or attend school 
may join. The Coope!"ative Farm g-..&aranteos reasonable rent to lrurllor.:i and 
absolute security for the tenant, until the people can LJ.s~ert their own right. 
Any land sold in coi:DL'W'.ity is sold to it, keeping out any new landlord. 
So for tho first time the real c irt fanners have an organiozatiort of their own. 
Peipei has L.O such Farms ani Pa-hsieh another L.O . There was only one a year 
before . The 51 new college graduates have already hclpe.i SOIOO at a:-ionth-
long Training Institute for 300 primary school teachers. \ihat the Experi-
mental Center needs more than money is tr~ined leadership. Faculty m ber5 
are improving in ~ality and number. EnucaLion Departmant will soon have 
foundation personr-el . Sociology De~artF~nt h-s t~o good men. Four recn of 
the A~ri.cultural Department are g.oing to California on Rose~bcrg Foumation 
fellowships. Prospects arc good for the Depart.rncnt of !!ydr~ulic E.~_.inecring. 

A People's Films program for the H3ss Education Movement~ unaer ~' tn~n 

in October NAR cabled 'Withdrawnl of his lC-~.t,e t.cr.ClrJ it. Yen "Jron ed lliss T 'ang 
to see ihat 5>1ope o:- Do •g as could do a bot:.. 
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