
October 6, 1927 

Deer Yr. Rockefeller: 

I conteaa I am not "'terJ' happJ' about the situ t1on in the 

Found tiona. •s tar as our reorg~nilat1on plan are concerned, tb1Ill;a 

arc at a sten4- at111 , pending the election of n euece sor for Boae. It 

1 more or less of a Ticiou circle. e ean .. ot v rJ' well go ahead w1 th 

our plans until km who le oing to succeed Roae, am we cennot easily 

pick a cuccoacor to Roee without knowl~ something about what the ne 

organization is to be. Meanwhile, DO new blood is co 1ng into the Found&-

Uon and • are do lJ' 10dfl6 Tcl.usble men. It 1s thie particular point 

tbat frail1:l.J dleturba me. I think there is da.nger ot our "~ing from the 
. 

neck up1 -- sa Belson ueed to 881 this •~er. Thle is a situat ion that 

contronta ell founcW.t1o~. tbe 1 rge ones nd the small ones alike; that 1 , 

the dang r is 1 ck of idea , leek of n blood.. !rhe Ruaeell S~e people 

haTe jnat publhhed directory £how1ne tba.t there aro a hundred end fift7-

eight foondotlons 1n the United Stat a. excluaive of the so-called eamr.untty 

foundat1one. !he,- are all of them atl'\l8 ling tor wortb7 things to do, and 

tnere 1s, of course, quite a bit of oTerlnpping and competition~ With all 

theae foundations in tbe field, the ide ot e1Stemat1c pbilODtbrop,- is DO 

longer a novelty, and men nre not as easily attr. cted to tbis eerT1ce as 

the7 were, p rhaps, dozen 1eara 660· ConaequentlJ, the Carnegie 7oundat1on 

bas to appoint e Fred Keppel as pr aident, anft other foundations ~e obbling 
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along under even r mediocre leadership. 

Wbat we need h bralna. • ne d firet-claea men, and it ia 

increaalngly difficult to attr. ot tb • Gs7, of &na!'d, turned us do n 

last gear when the emor1al trl d to get him. e got Dey, oft lcb1gan, onl)-

b7 paying $18,000 a year. J:towlond turned ua down 'for more attractive work. 

DeiUl ord, a r;:o t v 1 :ble men, left th ori 1 after a 7ear' • aerTice to 

return to unlTer 1cy ork. Dr. ~J'Owbri , of the Intef'llatlonal Education 

Board, leave ua next year. Dr. Butcbinoon, of the asm Board, 111 probnblJ' 

leav tb1a y r and 1 now banting for a po t. r. Hungate, mett•a 

a"1at t in th Gonerol Ed'ac"'Uoa Eoud, bas Joined tb ataff at Teachen 

Collcg • e p 1d htm 4,500; ~eacbera Colleg ic in him 5.000. 

ee ntl;y. wo ve lost »r. Boughton and Dr. Smillie of the 

Foundation. fiougbton, cho 6()t 10,000 from u • BOe& to the Univ reity of Iowa 

aa of the ed1eol Sehool t 12,000. Smillie, to iham paid ~7.500, 

goe to tbe d ieal Scbool aa l'e aa ictnnt t $8,500. ~ loas 

of tl1eee two m D 1e little short of a t~. pa.rtlculnrlT Smlll1 • Our 

Bachman and Thorkel sons .. our :F rrel.la and oth rs ot our c.nd•mld third-

cla• p cplo r ign. oro and , ar gett1n into c 

wttb unl 1 ti le o le we bl to bol our o In ~~ ca•e• 

the unt ersitie outbid ue in tbay outbid us in lS.Ting 

conditions. For example, Smillie, o1ag to Cacbr1dg t 8.500 here be a.a 

~ett1ng oDl7 7,500 in ew York, la really bettering himaelf ~ar more than the 

tbousand dollar 1ncresee ould lndic t • 'fhe acme 1 t1"11e ot Roughton .going to 

11 Te in Iowa City. tlorcover. 11 vi~ in a hou. e in C ibriage or in Io a 01 t7 

1e mo.cb more coof'orta'ble and r tlonal than 11 l"D« in an apartment in ew 

York. Again. th univ rstt1e provide n c0im!Wl1t7 e.tmospbere tmd. intellectuel 
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companionship of a kind that we cannot e a s i l y create here in New Y o r k They

afford opportunitites f o r s tudy and research ( sabba t ica l l e a v e s etc.}. which 

appeal to n like Smillie d ord. 

I feel1 th1 r a i ses prettyy serious eon i d e t ions t t involvev e

the qualityt y o f our work i n t h e future e c a n a l w a y sget second a n d third-

class brains s the ques t ion i s are weg o i n g to be able to get f i r s class

brains? How e going to keep th s Boardsyoung enougha n d e l a s t i c enough

s o that we sha l l be open-minded to new opportunititest i e s and n i d e a s

On t h i n g i n t h i s connection, I think, deserves attention a n d

that is the age of our T r u s t e e s I a m sendingyou herewith a state e n t which

s e t s for th the f a c t s I believe t h a t j u s t

f o r tb r e t i nt of o u r o f f i c e r s we should f i xsixty-fievev e yea r s for the 

retirement of our Trustees . I n n o otherwayc a n e escape the deadening
. 

influence 1ch comes from h a v i n g our Boards i n t i red hands .

I suggest t t at your conveninecewe t a lk t h i s overr Vincent 

i s k e e n l y a l i v e to this s i t ua t i on and I th inkhe might well be included ln 

the conservat ion

r. John D. Rockefel ler Jr. 
26 Broadway

NewYork Ci ty
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nme !?ate of Birth Age AI of Noy, 1. 1Qa7 

Jobn G. Agar Jane 3. 1856 71 finN 5 aontht 

rtin A. ~er n Oct. 26. 1856 71 • 
Charlea • bes ApJ'. 11, 1862 65 • .., • 
Jullua 'Rosenwald J,; • 12. 1862 65 ~ • 
ickliffe no NOT • 19 ~ 1862 65 • .. 

Simon J'l. e uer Uq as. 1863 64 • 5 

• Yincent L!ar .. 21, 1864 63 • ? • 
Yernon el.lo Dec. 1, 1867 59 • 11 

1111 All~n mu,. Feb. 10, 1868 59 9 .. 
Da~r14 L. 8011 July 6, 1969 59 4 " 
f.rederlck Struuaa AU8• 11, 1869 fa ft 3 IJ 

Herbert s. Hadl y eb. 20, 1672 55 • 8 • 
John . vl pr • 13. 1873 64 • .., • 
John D. oc efell r 0 Jr. Jan. 29. 1874 53 9 ft . 
!a7 It. WU'bul" Apr. 13. 1B7e 52 • ? tJ 

Oeor e B. 1p le Au(;. 29, 18?8 ~ I 2 It 

Bqmond B. Poadlck June 9, 1883 44 • s • 

Average age 59 y 6 month• 



Fame P.,te ot Birth ffle §I of oyembe[ 1. 19~7 

r der1ck f. t~· Julr 2. tesa 74 yean 4 montha 

Jamee H. DUl 1"4 Oct. 24, 1856 71 • 
Albert Shaw July 23, 185? ?0 .. 3 • 
~1f1D • Aldermsn ' 15. 1861 66 &} a 

11ok11tte Ro ov. 19, 1862 64 • 11 a 

Geo~ Vincent ' • 21, 1864 63 • 7 • • 
Ab emer o..-. 13, 1866 60 • lli • 

• ngell 8, 1869 58 • 6 • 
Cbarlee P. HowlClld. Sent. 15 1869 " 1i • 
Trevor m tt o..-. e. 1B70 57 I 

John D. Eoc fell r,. Jr. Jan. 29, 18? 53 • 9 • 
An on Ph lp Sto .. a pr • .13, 18? 4 63 p 7 " 
Jero e D. Gre n Oct. 12, 1874 53 ., • 1 • 
OWen :D. OUDg Oat. 27, 1974 53 .. 
~ond B. o dick Jun 9, 1883 44 5 I 



• 

ate of Birth 1, 1927 

lckliffo Rose novami:>o!' 19, 10G2 64 years 11"' months 

GGorcre ~. Vincent . 'arch 21, 1664 83 n ? n 

JtmroD • Ancell •s.y 0, 1869 58 tl 6 .. 
•Ohnrlos • ~rowland Septtm~bctr 16, 1069 58 0 l" " 
Arthur oois Jlmil0..7 29. 1670 57 0 9 0 

·~revor rnett ova~r tl, lS?o 57 " -
Jo·m tetl:U't B~JO.!i ctober 23, 1871 56 " 

SO:l el. ps S to kec April 13, 1874 53 " Q 

0 n • Om::te oeto er 27. 1074 63 n 

:vmond • OGdiOk J'U!la 9 , 1883 M " 5 n 

• 

•r.to be olected i n ovanber. 1 927 



I ellje nate of ntrt;h ~ QP 9f Figy, 1, 1Q?7 

Geor~e .el~od fu.n-q taar. 8, 1856 1111'1'8 8 months 

tf. S. Richard eon Jul;y 30' 1867 60 A 3 • 
Arthur oods Jan. 29. 1970 6? 9 .. • 
Jobll D. Bocke!eller. Jr. 4c.n. 29. 1974 . 53 ft 9 n 

Ernest • lfopldna OY. 6. 18?1 50 J! 

PL:...~ B. t'osdick June 9. 1883 « ,u 5 " 
Clavelend E .. Dod&• Peb. s. 1888 39 ft 9 • 

A :age age 53 year~ 10 ZLOntba 
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