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Excerpt from JM int erv l+>v1s 

Conf~:rex:.ce to discuss available personnel competf'nt in 
Chinese, Jananese, and Russian 

Discu~sion of the plan for a national school of East European 
and Orien~a.l languages and liter<,.ture in Washington sho\,ed this gro1.1p 
to be unanimously dubious of its nossibilities. The Oriental Society 
has set up a committef' to fu!'ther the olan comoosed. of Edgerton of Yale, 
Sueiser of Pennsylvania, and 1iare of Harvard - in the view of this group 
all thr·ee scholars who would ordinarily be exoected to hav~ little interest 
in practical training in these fields . In other worcs, to this group 
the ausuices seemed anything but favorable. Furthermore, even taking into 
~1ccount thP. probable availaoility of emigrees for teacherfl, the group 
doubted that adequate teaching uersonnel could oe sec1.1red without drawing 
men off from 'llDiversity teaching elsewhere . In addition, there was some 
douot that recent e~icrees could give practical courses suited to American 
needs . i'inally, the group dov..bted that oart ti:x;e stl.i.dy such as would be 
n"cP.ssary for men in government posts in Vli;i.sbington could be adequate. 
Iethe r it favored the assignment of ~tudents to the various universities 
now offe~ing such courses as the nroposed school would offer , citing by 
analogy President Conant ' s olan for chemical research in this war in 
existint; university laboratories as opnosed to the plan followed in the 
last war in which thP-re was an atte~t to centralize research in ~ashington. 


