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De8r Eliot: 

I am ~e you w111 re~~ll our convereetton in vh1ch ~• talked 
ebout th~ work of yo\U\r,€r :Erlthh vrttert,. part~ cu.l.arl.T tho~• who el"e nov 
1n ao~ne kind of Yl'!..rtime eerrtoe. AB I think I told 70U, I 11kewiee talked 
on this l!u.bJect v1th ncb otherR R Herbe<rt Read, l'. R. Lesvie, aud final.l.T 
in idinbur£b ettP.r I had seen you., vl th F.dmun4 Mu.lr. On the lo~ trip baclc, 
1 St'ttl.ed down to re~d es mu.ch ae I coo..ld of the work of theee writers which 
is nov bfling published. I N!d from R~d, ~or .-..xamol~, the proote of R. N. 
~rre,y'' forthcoming book of veree, end eo~e rec~nt nu~ber~ of Nev Writinc. 

•~ the perr.pective len,thened, 1 found ~~el.f feeling more And more t~t 

there w s something re.th~r ertreordinaey 'a. much of this vork: hOYever 
dh1ntegrat1ne tbl'! r may M.ve been for ttome, it ~eem11 to have had a r~ 

integrating force in really perceptive minde. And that is the 1 ree~1on 

which I find ~lmred here 'by ethers 't!ho have !!e n the ter1el I brought 
baCk - Dick Bla~ur, tor ~~le. 

l ~ru.ppoee it ita only natural tl-.at the Meentil'!lly h.ulnftn experience 
of the ~r Phould flnd its first f{lr.mu.lation in literature. lf that i.e, 
indeed, the case - and I think froo to:bat you. said you bad something of the 
same feelin{; - perb&ps there is a;,mething her vhtch any agency v1th an 
intereet in the hurla.ni ties like that which 'PreTalle in the l'ounde.tion ought 
tC' eonsider. Certainly it would eeem that unleer. t~~e younger writers 
have on opperttmi ty to t'l"i te ~~~ they ~ w:teh to nn rt"leaRe trom wartime 
sflrviee, much o~ vnlt,e my- go unwritten. 

At ~ rnte, tbA.t beint; the feeling among ue here in the ioundation, 
we are p repnred to flee "fue.t eight b~ ctone. Oil ~n• oint we ro ree.eor.e.bly 
el~r; the.t if anything of this kind 1o1ere done, 1t should be tmtircly 1n 
:Bri ti eh httnde, the Jounda tion 1 e only :pArt being to :proTide the needed. fund a. 

If you feel that something of thft ldnd wnUld be apprnpriate ~ 

cieeireble, w<)Uld. yo\\ care ~ give us the benef1 t of your a4Ttce ae to vbat 
agency in Gree.t Brib!n might be interested and co etent to take re~tpon-

sib111~. Ordinarily, of eourr,e, the Foundation onl7 makes @TSntft t~ well 
entablished 1natitutiona with adm1n1strntive fncilitiee thftt give e~er.r 

assurance of ~ proper U!IO of fund a granted. ! oonfei!R from m:r limited kncwl-
ed€ff of such inRtitut1ona in Great J3r1ta1n, I e9.nnot think ot one vh1eh ie 
10 constituted a to make me cer~in that it coald be expected to proTide 
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the kind ot adminietr t1on which vould be required in thi• case. And 
since, as you knov, all thl• '1mB merely in the id ete.ge vhen I talked 
vith )"ou. I cHd not feel free to mak-e inquiries while l V"S in Great 
Britain. 

lie nre b'J no meens e.l.ear as to prec:l8e~ vb&t form such fellov-
ehips should tnlce. Prewmabl,.v they' might 'tie considered tor 13r1 thh ab-
Jecta. no matter what their or1g1n ~1th1n tba Commonwealth. vno have under-
gou• yart1~• tGrTice in the ~rmed !orcee or in so~• c1v111an oapaci~. ~o 

meet preeent oondi tione, wt~~ have f'O'.llld over hare that it is ueetul to make 
appointments, aa ~ have been doing in non-litersr.f !ielde, for a period 
not to exceed twelve months, but epec1!1ed onl.7 by ea;y1ng that whatever 
period iB choeen tor the apno\ntm~nt, it ~Gt beglu before a t~rminal date, 
auoh as December 31, 1948. T-~t a man «ranted. a:a appointment l'l'lV, Yhile 
liill in wartime se:rTice, can· lonk forwar4 to as mu.eh as twelve months 1n 
vhlch he vould 'be tr~ to vr1te &s be :pleated. 'Th."Lt, cf cou.r~e, as I nee 
it, wc;lld be tM n:t"!ncipal purpoee: to ~ ti:ne !or ;younger writers to 
ene.bl.fi them to liTi te an they s."Sv tit while the force ot \heir varti!ae u-
perienea w&e till strong. 

For the pre6cnt, I am vr1t1ng ot this pos 1b111~ oulT to you 
and think you. will agrEe tl3t 1t ~hcu..ta be rMazd.ed a so!Dethi%1€ pretty 
much between ouraclvea - in so fnr aa th2t is pos~ible &t this ttme. It 
ia, indeed, !or that reason that I am aak1ng the Office of War Information 
to tnnf1%Dit th1.~ letter to yoll so that 1h ~utents will not be known, 
exceJ:t to ve:ey limited gl'O\Ip, who will, I sare, be bound to recard 
it as r.trictly confidential. 

Dut 1.1 the poselbility 1a one tl"'t teEiiUS to ;yc;.u ~ppropriate ani 
potential~ productive, and if ;you can auggeit some ~ in which it might 
be entirely British in adminietr~~ion, I ehould be on~ too ,.l~d to go 
on to whatever next ~:taps might be indimted to g1Te it ral1zation. 

~.r. 1'. s. l:1.1ot 
hber and Fsber 
Russell Squnre 
London. V. C. l 
England. 

JI::I!BD 

Your• fl1neeraly, 

\JOHN AR 


	003711_001_m
	003711_002_m



