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Desr Ellot:

I am sure you will recall our conversetion in which we talked
ebout the work of younger Pritieh writere, particularly thoee who are now
in some kind of wertime service, Ae I think I told you, I likewise talked
on this subject with such others 2¢ Herbert Read, ¥, R, Leavis, and finally
in Hdinburgh after I had seen you, with Bdmund Muir., On the long trip back,
1 settled down to resd ss ruch aes I could of the work of these writers which
is nov being publiehed, I hed from Resd, for examnle, the proofs of R, N,
Correy's forthcoming book of verse, snd some recent numbers of New Writing.
As the perspective lengthened, I found myself feeling more and more that
there wae something rether extreordinery in much of thie work: hovever
disintegrating the wvar mey have been for some, 1t eeems to have had 2 re-
integrating force in really percentive minds, And that ie the impression
which I find chared here by cthers who have seen the material I brought
back - Dick Blackwur, for exsmple.

I suppose it iz only ratural that the essentially human experience
of the wvar should find i1te firet formuletion in literature. If that is,
indeed, the cmse - and I think from what you said you had something of the
same feeling - perhaps there is something here which any agency with an
interest in the humenities like that whieck preveils in the Foundation ocught
to consider. Certainly it would meem that unless these younger writers
have sn opportunity to write as they mey wish to on release from wartime
gservice, much of value may go unwritten,

At mny rate, that being the feeling among us here in the Foundation,
we are prepared to see vhat mizht be dome, Onh one point we ere reasonably
clear: thet if snything of thie kind were done, it should be entirely in
Britieh hande, the Foundation's only part being to provide the needed funds,

If you feel that something of the kind would be approprizte and
desirable, would you care ® give us the benefit of your advice as to what
sgency in CGrest Britain might De interested and competent to take respon-
sibility. Ordinarily, of course, the Foundation only mekes grents to well
ontablished institutions vith sdministrative facilities that give every
assurance of » proper use of funde granted. I confess from my limited kmowl-
edge of such institutione in Greet Britein, I esnnot think of one which ie
so constituted ss to make we certain that it could be expected to provide
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the kind of administration which would be reguired in this case. And
gince, as you know, all this was merely in the idea stage when I talked
with you, I 4id not feel frese to make inguiries while I was in (reat
Britain,

We sre by no mesns clear as to precisely what form such fellow-
ghins should taks., Presumably they might bBe considered for 3ri tish sub-
jects, mo matter what their origin within the Commonwealth, who have under-
gone wartime service in the armed forces or in some civilian ecapacity. To
mest present conditions, we have found over hsre that it is usaful to make
appointments, as we have been doing im non-literary fielde, for a period
not to exceed twelve months, dut specified only by saying that whatever
pericd iz chosen for the sppointment, it sust begin before a ternminal date,
guch 2s December Z1, 1948, Twme & men gronted an appointment now, while
st11l in wartime service, can look forward to as much as twelve months in
which ke would be free te write as he pledsed, That, of course, as I gee
1t, would be the priacipal purpose: to duy time for younger writers to
engble them to write me they saw fit while the force of their wartime ex-
perience was still ztrong, :

. For the prasent, I am writing of this possidility only to you
and think you will agreas that 1t shkould be regarded as something pretty
mich between ourselves - in #o far as that 1s possidle at this time, It
18, indeed, for that reason that I am asking the Office of War Information
to transmit this letter to you €o that its contents will not be known, -
except t0 & very limited group, who will, I am surs, be bound to regard
it as strictly confidential,

‘But if the poeeibility 1s ome that seeme %o you appropriate and
potentislly preductive, and if you can suggest soms way in which it might
be entirely Britieh in administration, I should be enly too glad to go
on to whatever next stepe might bde indiented to give 1t realization,

‘Yours sincersly,

JOHN'MARSHALL

¥r. T, 8. Eliot
Yaber and Faber
Russell Square
London, ¥. C, 1
England
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