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Th,nk you for your copy of letter to Edgerton . 
I 1 11 take a few minutes to recapitulate what we h:we 
been doing in 1 odern Oriental Lt.~nguages. A more detailed 
report will come aia:ng-I ateY . 

1. The more we have looked into a)the available EuropeAn 
schol~rs,and b) the i mplementation in the field , the more 
dismqyed we are at the total picture. The net result is that 
there is hard~ a foreign scholar in the Oriental field wbom 
we should find it worth while to i mport , and the implementation 
has to be produced practically from the ground up , especially 
in the less usual l anguages. The picture is slightly brighter 
in Chinese and Japanese , mostly because of American contri-
butions over the past few years. This is a little disconcer -
ting at first, tbough it does make us feel that , comparatively 
speaking, America is not a great deal worse off than other 
countt•ies. 

2 . The maJor result of this fact is an acceptance of the 
belief that our present activities must emphasize tooling 
the industry r athe r than mass production. 

3 . lalay. Bloomfield and Edgerton hAve taken hold enthu-
siastically and generously. Bloomfield has written a gramm3r 
of Tagalog , essentially a La l qy l Pnguage . We h~ve put 9 
fellow (Dyen, the best man 'fie could find) at Yale to wotl with 
them,~nd we are now searching for native l.alay infor_~nte. 
We sh"'ll a l so pu:. e couple of Westerners with : alay there if 
we can find them and tbey are avai l able. But we found that 
Esser , the Dutch scholar recoiDJ:)ended to us, was a"bungler" 
and t h~t t he otber Dutch scholars were net so good , and 
Winstedt,at the London School, seems a pretty weak reed . 
We shall do ever so much better, I am sure of th~t. 

4 . Siamese. By the end of next week we sb"ll have a little 
group workin~ here in ~~shington preparing a teaching grammar 
of Siamese and other implements for teaching. 

5 . Recorded Speech. .le have a tentative arrangerr.ent, not 
yet finally implemented , for getting recordings of broadcasts 
in most of the Asiatic l~ne-uages from the Federa l Comrr.unic.:l -
t ion? Conrr. iss ion. These will be used for t be study of Malay, 
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Siamese , Chinese dialects, etc . 

LIHIOUimC SOCIETY OF AMERICA. "24 
MEDIAEVAL ACADDIY OF AIIERICA. 1925 

6 . The Roster . We are going carefully through the 
Roster of Scientific and Specialized Personnel for Americans 
versed in unusu~l l anguages . The harvest is very slim . host 
of those valuable and available we alreqdy 1-mow . 

7 . J aoanese . We have st~rted a course in elementary 
Japanese at Geor~e Jashington University . There Are ten 
enrolled, and ~ couple more turn up at evtry class seeking 
enrollment . The will not all stick , but the experiment is 
valu~~lP for a) finding our whether Dr . Acker can teach or 
not, 2) sifting out a few who might be pushed along faster 
to tr ~oint of utliization , 3) testing the demand for 
courses in 'iashington . 'fie shall , in addition , h1il.ve about 
three people whom we want +.c put through the Harva.,.,d course 
with a view to their becoming teachers in intensive Japanese 
courses . 

8 . Clinese . We are gathering informt:~tion about people 
who. Ne would like to set to work on the work in implementing 
instruction in aur~l comprehension if we c~n set it up 
satisfactorily at California or elsewhere. There are the 
possibilit i es of a be~dacbe here ; I am goin£ r~ther gingerly . 

9 . Indian vern· culars , African Langu~ges, Finnish, Hungarian, 
etc . are getting some thought but as yet no ~ction. 

10. Russian . This l ags . ~y colleagues on the Committee are 
not yet fully convinced a bout Fos in, and I do not yet have 
any definite plan from CoDnell or anyone else to work on . 
I 1 11 put in some time on it within the next week or so. 

I thin~ th~t thie is all for the moment ; at an~ 
r ate , I h~ve to stop to keep a twelve o'clock appoint~ent. 

t.ost si 

and 
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