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A GENERAL RZFORT ON RELIEF ORK /MONG THE ARMENIARS 1F THY TRANSICAUCASUS

Armenian refugees from Turkey are widely scaltered in the Transe=tsucasus .
Yot the larger number, 105,000, are setiled In the province of Trivene It was in
aceordsnce with the oull of need that the Viceroy, the CGrand Duke Nicholas, who
gracicusly grented the Americon Committes mn audience, aseigned ue the privilege of
reliaf work there. This splendid provinece lies mid-way between the Blaok and Casoiesn
Beca and between the southern range of the Trans-Osucssus end the Aves (Araxes) rivers
it hes fertile plains on the banks of the Arpe Chai, Zengl and Abars rivers as wellss
by "Mother" Araxes snd frand mountain summits 1like Alagos, Ag Dagh 4nd teinepesked
Ararst. Of its million porulation, 600,000 are Armeniars, settled sround Htedmicdsin,
the ecclessinstionl centre and csncient cepitol of the rece. -

General Temamchel, chief of the Government Fellel . mmittes, sdvised us
that the greatest need smong the refugees wos for clothing snd bedding. ¥e acoepted
this suggestion which wee sltogother the most fessible for use. As neither our funds
nor our organizastion was equal to covering the £8,000 square versts of frivan Soverne
ment, arrangements were made to congentrate our efforte for the most »oart on the dis-
tricts of lior Bayazid and Oagakh. These districts 110 in the midet of the wountaing,=
surfounding the besutiful Lake Gokheh: or Eilvan, iteelf 6240 feet above sen-levsl.
The need of the 20,000 refugees, there erposed to severe winter, sppesled to the
Tomanittes, though the climate made thelr task more difficult. The frot that tis
villages 1ie from three to five doys pull from the reflroed efther from Erivsn or from
irketala, necr Tiflia, added to the diffioultys Bwt furgeons,- wagors somewhat Iike
tie old prairie-schooner - whish eerry shout twe tons, have the adventsge of ueing
the splendid militory maesdam rosds whiok served Fussia before rallroads were spread
over the Cavcesus. These vosds are fom!liar Lo the lersion missionaries for many of
them have gone to and fre on them, making speed by skaysxef relays of post horses.
The some mode of convepance helps the digtributers from point to point,

The sondition of the refugees in the =mountning, as volced in revorts and
the prese, onlled leudly for help. 1 quote o few 1tens.

“The are located in brolten down houses, domp sheds, stalle and stables,

where sickmness is unpvoldable for them, where the fim?shed fomily lies upon the cold,
d-;*;lp ;:rt«h, without any heat whatever. If this condition continues, hall the refugees
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"Sverywhere comes the ery of cold and hungry pecple, mostly women and
children. Gtoves, you may ssy, there are none. AlR ere hulf naked. lothers in
despalr heve put aslde their babies, unvilling to look upon their pale, 1livid 1imbs.
Teare have dried from their eyes and words of complaint besn silenced from their lipe.*

"In Gagakh the condition of the refigees is lacking in every good thing.
Thers is no organizstion. Of 480C, Armenlans sre 3145; the rest sre Hestorisns who
in German and Puesian villasges. Conditions render one inconasclable. There are no
stoves. Vara clothes or beds with few exceptiona do not exist.® "Rwxy Plour and VOOd=
woney come irregularly.”

llen and women {roa prosperous, comforteble homes have been redused to dire
poverty. They have been sheeping for months on the bsre ground and shivering ¢ :
the long nights. One man said to me,"I have not known what the smell of fire 1a this
winter", Their endurance of o0ld is remarkable. '

Thelr task asaigned, tie Committes set Lo work immediately on the receipt
of the telogram telling of the grant of funds end purchased in the market and made
gantractes for quick delivery of clothing nnd bedding. inttresses snd pilliow slips
by ten thousands were ordered which are to be filled with huy or struw. Clothing
for sll ages were prepared, not forgetting the littel children who sutnusber them nll,
though 3000 to 4900 orphane ere cered for in institutions which have been opened for
them: The women exceed the men to the number of 19,0004

Bake o o




g

Through the efforts of Consul Willoughby Smith the difficultjmm of
trensportation was overcome, the Government cordi=lly granting freight-sars, thoughk
the demands of the army transport are enormous. Ve have the benefit of the work of the
Government znd Armenian Committees who have listed and classified the refugees. We are
acting in cooperation with but independently of them and with their cordlal goodwill.
The work is done systematicelly. Each province ia divided into distriets, each district
fnto eircuits; the prinecipel village of esch circult is its center. Each head of a famil
had a paper telling his place of residence and the number, age and sex of his household.
Whatever 18 glven, as for example a garment ob the smount of the bread allowence, 15
Kopeks or 5 cents per day for esch mamik mouth, is writtern on ihis papur. Ve have re=-
ceived from the Comnittees the ceénsus of the dletricts entrusted to us. In consequence
of this thorough work, as soon as our supplies reasch the circuit, we dre ready to dis-
tribute them,

Besides the mountazin districts, ve nre also distributing in ihe distriet
of Semagher, om the nlein overshadowed by ift. Ararat. Here we had on our first tour
of inspection, organizeds locsl committes. This work Is being done in a most systematie
and conscientious manner, These garments have been cut out and made by the refugees
themeslves, pertly in our own Erivan workshep. Vhile by mutunsl agreemsnt, the dis-
tributionof bedding snd elothing hss become our chief work. yst ve ars azlso as. iating
by providing spscial nourishment for Lhe sfck and convalescent, tools snd outfits for
srtisans snd to » certein extent so0ap. sugar tea slc.

The tales of distress and need whichk havepourdd into our esrs are
heartrending, and the words of thanks and grateful prayere that ore uttered would repay
the rivers of the funds could they hear thep. At tizes tesrs, which have been dried up
flow agein on the receipt of the riftd 2s if springs of gratitude hed burst forth
in their hearte. It iz hard to keer then from klesing our hands ae an orients]l expres:z-
fon of thelr thanks. Surely 1t is & privilege to minister to their needs and to feel
that the incressed comfort of thelr boddies, worms their hearts towards God wnd man,
and mekes for off Ameries seem & land of blessing to them.

fur work has been cordially facilitated by the Goverament officials,
Armenien church suthorities and by £ll psrties. Expressions of appreciation on the
part of the iress, end of Liec intellizencie and lesders omong the Armenisns have
been very gratifying in their warmth &nd heartiness. 1

(sipned) SAMUEL 6. WILSON.
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