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"Purpose: To g.i.ve Americans entering upon active servi.<.:e ebroRd prac-tico.l cornmnnd of the languages 'and n sound knO\,ledge of the people, customs, 
econo~ic and soci'l conditions and political systems of the foreign coun-
tries in which they may be assigned to duty. The program ic designed to suit the needs of members of the armed forces deto.iled to liaison or admin-istrative work, of overseas representatives of Government agencies and relief organizations , and of private individuals whose business or profes-sional duties may tske them abroad during or after the war. The aim is not to train c1lndidntes in their respective dnties but to provide them Vlith 
the tools necessary to the effective perforn"nce of t"lose duties in foreign 
cmmtries. 

"Intensive l<>nguage and analytical courses in the following countries and ereas: Germany, F~ance and BPlgil~, Enelond and the British Cornmon--:-ealth, La.t.;n ft!1lerica (~panish E!:nd Port1.1guese languages, Russia . the South-west P"cifi {J~"alay lenguage,) , China and Ja:oan . Students will normnlly be expected to St'ecio.lize in one cotmtry or area, ~nd Vlill divide their time evenly betv een a le.nguage course and analytical courses de .. ling with 
the country, its historical backgroundt its politicel institutions, geogra-
phy, custoos, economic and socinl conditions. "-* 

The language and analytical courses each occu~J eporovimntely ten hours of classroom instr,ction, lectures and seminar discussions, per week (though for Spanish only six hours a ~eeK are at -resent offered) . Longer time than the three months allowed for the integrated intensive course (one terr ) es-tabliahed as the norm for Western E\trope' n regions , in the period allowed for China and Japan. Chinese is studie' during three three-month terms--ni11e hours a Vleek during the first term Pnd six hours a ••eek during the second and third terms . 

A.,..ea programs are administered in two curricula, one for the ArntY 
(military government trainir::e program), a curriculum for general administra-tion offi cers; the other e curriculum in relie+' end rec•Jnstruction, which 
places more stress in studies dealing with nutrition and sanitation . 

The concentration of ~ork into a single term of from twelve to fourteen weeks repre::;ents a special case of "hort ciuration, given to persons prepar-ing for officiel 'l'rar or post-war assjgnrnents . It is conceived that in or-dinary times a course for the study of one area should fill one regular acedemic yesr. As a sample of a~ emergency three months ' course, the pro-posed curriculum for army pecinlists on Geru any and .. estern Europe is 
a.tt·~ched to this diary. 

*-"Foreign Area Studios in Yale University - General Information" 
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Language in Foreign Area Studies -Yale University (Cont ' d) 

Language courses qrp given ~ithin the area program in ei~ht languages 
(representing sL~ areas). Spanish is in charg~ ~f Dr . Jo"~ ~rron, a Cuban 
in his latter ttes, who did his unaergraduate and graJu&te work at Yale 
and who is a reeular member of the Department of Romance Le.ng\Klges . Portu-
guese ig given by C. Malcolm Batchelor, likewise a member of the Department 
of Romance Languages who , v.B understands, is relatively new to Portupuese. 
(~ did not heve ~n opportunity to see Batchelor since the latter wns ill 
with the measles . ) French is given b,y Associate Professor Jean 3oorsch of 
th<=> Graduate School faculty , a specialist in French literat.ure of the Y.VI 
and XVII centuries . 

GPrnan i~ given ~ Dr . milli~m G. Moulton, whose greduate work was in 
Germanic philology; he is in hie latter t~enties. He has had experience in 
teachinP. at Y le ~nd else~here, both courses in languages in the lower 
divisiono and courses on Germanic dialects and philological problems in the 
Graduate School; his rank is th~t of instructor . Ruo:,inn is given by Assist-
ant Professor George L. Trager. Malayan is given by Isidore Dyen; Crinese 
qy Associate Profes~or George A. KPnnedy , and Japanese c.>· Dr. Bernard Bloch. 

TIE called on Professor E. H. Sturtevant, director of linguistics in the 
Graduate School, t~ learn of the general organization of language work in 
tr<=> ~,.,,.,·eign area progra..m and to sr.>cure information on a ne course leA.ding 
to '-'n JJA in linguistics for teachers of oorlF-... n langu ges to be inaugurated 
at Y"'le t!niversity in the fall stmest.er of 19~ ~. This urogr m ls described 
in n lPaflet now b~inr circulated by the Registrar of the Yale GrRduete 
School. The our~ofe of tre plan is to improve elernentur) instruction in 
modern languages. Vork in linguistic science and a course i n gener~l 
phonetics \ill be given unde.,.. the new plan for an MAin linguistics and 
each student r.ill devote approximately one-half of his time to intensive 
study of a language previously unkno~n to him, with the aid of a native 
"pea.ker and under the guidance of a trained linb'llist. A number of good 
practical points are to be developed in the nev program for the tr~ining of 
teachers of modern languages, especially the stressing of the ability to 
speak the language studied . 

WB feels, hoHever, that the linguists at Yale h:J.VA not thought through 
the program , especially as it app~ies to the teaching and learning of 
modern European lanr,u~ges. Provision is not yet made, and there is little 
sign that the problem is bei~g t~our,ht about, for integrating the study qf 
the lanr,urge of a country ~ith a thor ough introduction to the cultl~P of 
that co~try. Sturtev~nt told V,~ that tho linguists at Yale are oPtimistic 
about the develop~~nt of a successful progr~m ~nd that the area studies 
ill fivo them vRluablP experience. Sturtevant seemed especial~ certain 
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Lan~aees in Foreign Area Studies - Yale University (C~nt1d) 

that successful reports mi•ht be expected from Moulton, Trager and Bloch , 
since these men had been trained qy men specializing in linguistic science . 
S. told WB very confidentiP.l~ the.t it was tte hope of ~en in linguistics 
that all in~truction in elP~entary language courses at Y~le could soon be 
tu~ned over to the linguists, who could then release elernentrry students 
to continue the study of literature or anything they mi~ht h~ interested in , 
in the different langu3ge dep~rtments of the Universitr . 

Professor Leonard Bloomfield. ~B called on Professor Bloo~Sield, since 
he is recognized as a leader arnonr linguists and has hed experience in the 
teaching of German . B. C'onfesse' th<~t the technique<- for use of informants 
in regular o,.. intensive courses in literate lanruages had not been t>Pl'·fected. 
He a~itted that this would take careful ~tudy to define the type of inform-
ant rrho eight be u~eful ~nd the techniquP.s for using his time to advantage. B. felt that VB ' s sugrestion that Europeans and South Americans comine to 
this countr·y on schob,..ships miP'ht be usecl part tin:P a~ inform1Jnts was a 
good one. He likP ise a reed t.hot in tre neYT course for the MA in linguis-
tics at Ysl~, it YTould be profitable to have students visit occasionally 
th6 neh'-type course" gi ve11 in the larwunges in which they bad speciali?ed 
in college and intendPd ulti~ately to teach or had alreedy taught. 

The lrmg'llnge courses now taught in the are~ pr-ograr (1"'ith the exception 
of Sp~nish ~d possibly Portuguese) are taught in the underat nding ~~at it 
is e~sential to learn to sneak a lcnguage before any attention is devoted 
to the tr· dH.ional system of writing . This means that students of French , 
Russian and German , for example , begin to study the language through exclu-
sive use of phonetic syru1:ols fnd continue this routine for approxirr..3.tely 
one-half of the elementary course. To WB ' s question whether B. did not 
feel that such a period of time Y<ithout reference to the langunee as tradi-
tionally written lould vary , B stated th~t he felt this to be the case : 
studPnts in a relatively phonetic langua~?:e. such ss Spanieh or Ce-man could 
con·e into contact nith the written langu"(Te "t an e:1rlier period tran could 
tl10s~ studying French or Rus"'ian . 

B. impressed rtB as a person who did not expect the m~n in linguistic 
science to do the entire job in revision of techniques of languar;e teaching . 
roubtless hiQ experience in teaching a mo~e:n foreign 1 nguage has made 
him, apparently at least , more flexible and useful in discus::-ions than those 
scientific linguists whose linguistic experience has been almost entirely 

~ith ancient or non-lit.er~t"" l"nguages . B. is now completing an introductory 
text in Dutch. 
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ProfesRor Jean Boorsch mad~ a favorable impression on ~B. JB is a 
man who is recounized as a scholar in litPrature and has long be~n attached 
to a Department in which French was taught along traditional lines for 
lnn~~ge instruction in American collPges. He does , however, possess an 
arile and felxible mind , and i'3 completely ~tilling t.o experireent in teach-
ing the stu:ients to learn to sueak before an:r attettion l iven to the 
traditional system of writin,; . He is now at o-k almost full tir"e on l:m u-
age in the area progr~, and is busy on pro leDs of implementation for 
French . There are no beginners in French iu t .• e area stuaies, but a trial 
class is given in the college five hours a week. JB i s at work preparing 
comolete materie.lG for a ten-hour course throughout a term of from twelve 
to fourteen weeks . All materials are givem from the outset in complete 
sentences, entirely in ohonetic script. The student ' s duty as preparation 
is t~ memoriz~ thirty sentences a day ~~d to be a~le to pronounce them 
intelli~ibly. Mllcl voc~bulorJ is given at t e outset, but the rhythm 
of addition of new words is dimini~hed a; the course eoeR on. Five students 
are tal<ing French no, in thi:::; method and B. feels the work t.o be a success. ( 
He figures on a 2,400 ~orj vocabulary for t~e fir-t year course. 

He arrePd henrtily with fiB that it was as important to train a student 
to li3ten intelligibly to the foreign language as it was to train him to 
speak a foreign lanp.:u.age. For his more advanced courses in connection 'fiith 
the area. program B has :~rep..:"red speciul vocabularies and topics for discus-
sion in French . The students a"'e required to know 2nd discuss in FrPnch 
the institutional implications of the words used. 

JB is unpretentious and not do~tic; he very frankly states that his 
v-:ork is .:m eYperiment ~nd that he does not know at this time •1hat results 
it m~y yield, althoupb h~ is convicccd that it is essential to learn to 
pP~k a. l~n~ua~e first, ~in~e that is the way one learns his o~m lengusge. 

J9 imuressed WB :!s a valuabl~ D~""'son to ke"'P in mind ro ... discusc~ions or 
ork towards the r~orientation of contents of language courses ~or re-defin-

ition of aims. He is both raelistic and flexible. It seems to WB i~port-

nt th<>t JB should be involved in this type of ···ork at oresent . since he 
is e s~~olo~ who i3 recognized as a bona fide member of the gradu~te 
faculty of "l tradition~l languaf;e department and has spent most of his time 
in the fi ld of classical literature. It seemed both ironical find signifi-
cant to WB that St~rtevant should havP doubted JB 1 ~ abl it;r to do this type 
of "ork simply bee se he bas not heretofore specialized in l:L'1guistics nor 
has he had direct from t: e linguists the training t~ey now offer. It is 
Vffi 1 s opinion thet e great oany good laneuage teachers are not unawa~e of 
the type of work done by Sapir, Bloomfield, and other younger men any more 
than they are unaware of the \':O:Ok of Jespersen, Sweet , and others wbo worked 
for m~ny y ars on problems of ~eaning and descriptive grammar. 
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William G. Moulton : WB spoke briefly with M and visited one of his 
classes. The students have been studying German since February 1, t e n
hours a w e e k ,  a n d are now able to give s imple answers to questions posed 
by the instructor, in German. Here, as in the case of Boorsch ' s work,
a l l work i s givPn in complete sentences from the outset. which the students 
arP required to rernori7e. M' s lessons are given in phonetic script , but 
thee e q u ivalent in t r a dt ional w r i ting i s a v a i l a b l e in t h e lessons, in case 
the student is interested in looki.np at it, though t he students are 
instructed not to learn their lessons through the sentences w r i t t e n in 
traditional script. M. impressed WB as an excellent teacher . He is 
resourceful in making questions at t h e level of the lesson in ouestion and 
in drawing ou t s t udents in speech. It is interesting to n o t e t h a t in his 
course at Y a l e M i s his o w n informant. although German i s not h i s n a t i v e
language. M. h a s prepared the course t h r o u g h s o m e twelve l e s s o n s and is 
s t i l l at ork nn implementation fo.,.. t h e remainder o f the course. He states 
that he i s not s u r e that he should have keot his s tudents a w a y  from con-
ventional script as long as six w e e k s , in a ten-hour course, and that he 
has given l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n to the type of reading materials to be used 
after t he oral intr0duction h a s been c o m p l e t e d He feels t h a t in the 
courses for war work t h e r e will b e little opoortunity for reading and 
discussions in the introductory c o u r s e s but states that he i s not at all 
c o n v i n c e d t h a t the pattern n o w b e i n g tried out at Yale would g i v e ideal 
results in a standard curriculum during ordinary times. 

He does feel that his students (five in numher) p r o n o u n c e b e t t e r
a f t e r s i x weeks t h a n students in a second year course given under ordinary 
c i rcumstances He feels that the t r a n s i t i o n to r e a d i n g will not be dif-
f i c u l t a n d t h a t p e r h a p s reading will b e a s i e r a n d come much m o r e readily 
.. after t h e o r a l introduction, a l though on t h i s l a s t po in t he should not 
wish to have h i s ooinion considered decisive. M. s tated that be f e l t t h e
scientific l inguis t s w e r e inclined to believe t h a t good teaching could not 
have been done u n d e r the set-up at present existing in colleges and uni-
v e r s i t i t e s . This he resents, s i n c e he quite orooerly feels that a good and 
r e s o u r c e f u l teacher i s the important element, under any prescribed routine. 
Like Boorsch, M. d o e s not feel t h a t the present e x p e r i m e n t s should be re-
garded as settling a n y discussions, but merely as ind ica tng p o s s i b i l i t i t e s
for c o n s i d e r a t i o n a n d subsequent adop t ion M. s t a t e d that he was q u i t e
sure that he cou ld not achieve s i m i l a r results with a class of ordinary 
size ( 2 0 - 30) and that the fPct that his German students w e r e studying the 
l a n g u a g e with a concrete purpose in mind was in i t s e l f r e s p o n s i b l e for a 
good pa r t of t h e i r success. 
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M. impre"" Pd ViB as a valuable m" n to keep in mind, since he has had 
the training orescribed by the scienti:~'ic linguists, '1-.ut al -o has the 
breadth and e'pericnce in te~ching a living langua~P, to give balance to 
his r.ork end opinions on method . 

Jose Ar~on: The work in Spanish at Yale is not ~ivan in a different 
manner th n hpfore . because thP Spanish DP.oartm~nt has for many year~ 
used the Luquiens method, introduced by the late Prafessor F. B. Luquiens 
some twenty years ar,o . This constitutes memorization of an irreducible 
minimum of gramm:::.r, v;ith much r.ork in resaing and conver!'l' tion, with news-
paoer and other non-fiction materials . Effort is made to teach tl·e student 
to speak fr m ti·e outset and no litP.rary texts whatsoever are used in the 
first tv10 years nf under -raduate study of Spanish . The Department of 
Spanish at Yale ha always felt that it does an outstanding job of teach-
inr, undergraduates to soeak .• 

WB questions the general cultural level of a course of tvo years in 
which Spanish uewspaoers published in Ne' • York and non-fiction reading 
materials prepared by Professor Luquiens ~nd his colleagues represPnt the 
limit of quality and materi~ls presented to the students. It is '~'s feel-
ing that the same results could be acco!!!plished in Spanish at Y3le t~.rough 
use f a hetter qu lity of materials. 

It is also evident that the c: ""Orization of grsmmatical rules as such 
verbatim represents a questionable ettitu~~ towara~ larguage aq a phenomenon. 
Arron is a bright ana energetic Cuban, not unfortun tPly ~·itho,,t pedantry 
and an overdose of self- tisfaction ~hich characterizes tte ~ntire Spanish 
DepartmPnt of Yale UniversivJ. Arron assured WB ~hat the other lan~age 
co1~ses in the area program and esoecially the work of the linguists "is 
doinr. the Sar.'le thing exactly which ;"e have done in Soo.ni'lh here for twenty-
five years. They are s imply copying our methods". It did not seem to 
occl~ to Ar~on that the work the linguists are doing i3 doructhing quite 
different from 1:hat is done in the SJ:..~mi::;h De artment at Yal"' and that a 
number of their discoveries represent approeches and techniques which have 
been practiced elsewhere before, but not in the Soanish Deoartment at Yale 
University. 

WB d~ ~CUS":E:'d the general area program i'tith As.:;istant .c' rofessor 
A. W. Grisvrold (Oirector of the Progr"im) 1nd Professor flrnold Yiolfers (Chair-
man of the committee "or ore<mization <:nd development of the ProgrHM) . 
Griswold is in governoent; Wolfers. in international relations. Botn are 
optirniatic over the pos-ibilities which t~e program represents and rolfers 
feel that the region l approach offered by area studies is some~~in~ vhich 
may continue in the cu .. riculurn of t!'>e University af'ter the present emergency 
period. 
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Both G. and . mentioned the problems -resented by poszibilities 
of h~ving to run area programs bo~~ for men in the arm~d forces and for 
civilians. This ~ould represent a duplication of o~ograro and therP is 
hope that the rnor~sentetives of the ar~ ~nd navy r.ill oermit simultnneous 
training for both men in the armed forces as~ianpd to Y"' le Uni versitv and 
civilian students undertakirw the area prograr:1, <~t l ... a~t for language work 
and gener~l lecture courses. in the tmderstandi~p th"'t there may be 
separate seminars for dealing with material of confidential nature. 

W inquired of WB r.hether or not he felt that it ~ould be a good idea \ 
to have the scientific linguists tak~ ovPr r>ll <>lementery training in 
lru1gu.a.ge . fiB answered that this was a question which ;·ould reqt1ire 
considen.hle study and would lar~:ely depend upon whether the linguists 
could evolve 3 program for elementary instruction in languages whir-h l''Ould 
both stress the points they felt to be of value and fulfill the reouire-
rnents for training v;hich the universities 1 curricula as a v\hole would 
impose. 

WB: JY:s 
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