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It is customary to begin a memorandum of this kind with the statement that
the incidence of war accentuated currents already under way rather than started new
ones. In the matter of the development of American interest and participation in the
study of the Orient and the hitherto remoter areas of the world the assertion is at
best only partially true. A more a.coura‘_t.e statement would be that in this field as in
so many others the war presented an opportunity for operation and experiment on a scale
go large in conparison with anything possible in peace times as to constitute almost a
difference in kind rather than one in degree.

It will be convenient to discuss developments in the United States in this war
decade, not in terms of a break;dom according to the respective civilizations concerned, -
Russian, Chinese, Malay, Burmese, etc. = but around two more general categories, that
is to say, language studies and the integrated study of the respective civilizations
which came to be known as area=-studies. The former developed from the need for impart~

ing practical language competence to large bodies of men about to be employed in the more

remote corners of the world. For teaching most of the languages needed, American facilie

ties were either non-existent or quite inadequate. The latter arose from the attempt

to focus all the disciplinary studies, including language, upon a culture~area with a

view to presenting a reasonably complete picture of the eivilization conecerned, also

for the benefit of troops destined to opérata in the areas in question. The two aspects

are of course logically closely related, and were in practice frequently treated together.
The period immediately prior to the war had seen a modest but still very real

growth of interest in civiliszations outside of the American and West European orbit.

This was most commonly actualized by the presentation of courses in American universities

and colleges, = courses relating to Far Bastern and Russian civilizations primarily.

Any enumeration of such courses in 1940 would have shown an increase over those in 1935,

just as 1935 would have shown a similar increage over 1930; a gradual expansion of this

kind was under way. Unfortunately, this development was very one-sided; it was practic-

ally entirely at the philological and historical level, and it concerned only China,



dem
Jupan, and Muosiae. The social go » =~ ooonosics, political science, eto., -~ were
mwwmwum.mm.
Africa, etos In the study of languages, emphasis was placed upon the acquisition of
a reading coupotance, and oven that was further directed towmxis concern with the philow
-hgimluﬂliﬁuuymr;l,ntwﬂmmmm“m“w
Prosecution of the war demanded troops and supplementary porsonnel who could
speak Russian, Chinose, Jupanese, Thal, Durmese, Malay, Aunamese, and twenty other
tongues, together with those wsually taught in American universitios and colleges. Cbviowly,
tho prior development skotohed above afforded only very siizht preperation for the task
which this nooad posed, lMany of the languages named were not included within the develops
mant, indeed had never been taught in the United States; the competence demanded was
different from that almod at by university teaching, in that emphnsis had to be placed
upon speaking and understanding rather than upon reading and writing. Tesching materials
directed to this end were practically unimowne Finally, the demand for people with even
modest couiand of these languages was so preet that almoat overybody who had participated
in university work, cither as student or as teacl® was imsediately taken ocut of scadenic
11fe and broucht into the war effort, with the result that just those who mizht have
‘been axpected to owply the teaching bocane unavalilable for the purpose.
mm-upxmdummuwmmmw.wm
guistic selentists as they prefer to call themselves, Their field of study wis well
represented and active in the United States; it had grown upon the study of the native
Aserican Indign langus;es. Mmmmm\?/mmmmm
- applying thelr deseriptive and analytic tochaiques to the problems in the teacling of
languages. The teohnical linguist works direotly with native spoakers of the language
which ho 1o analysing, and bases his analysis directly upon their spesche It soomed
wwmmtmammmumumm
the teaching operation. 7The resultant teaching method consisted of dividing the oper=
mmtummmsmmmmﬂumwmuﬁm
of the language % the tecihnicel linguist and the necessary incessant drillmmork to the
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Lnatrun did not nead to be, though of course he guite frequently was, himself a
flusat madlpulator of the language, and on the other hand the native drill-nsster
(variously called informent, gulde, tutor, eto.) did not need o be & trained scholer,
indeed in genaral the more linguistically nalve e was, the botter, provided only that
he spoke with native fluency an sccepted dialoot of Uwe aposch in quostion,

It i not to bo contonded, of course, that the organisation of languase ine

mmwqum,manq vod
mmn&wmmmmew
upon. Horeover, no languace tesohing materials had over boan devised with this type
of instruction in view, The preopsration of new materials slzultancously with the
prosentstion of insteuction Ly this difforent method provided, consequently, an approash
to language study that was essontially a movelty, at lesst in the United States.

But when the full strength of the war demands, calling for instruction in
these unusual languaces for ten or twolve thousand mon, struck the universitios and
solleges, trained teolmical linguists were not avallable in sufficient muder to moet
the noed, oven though it had already boen domonstrated that one sush lingulst to as many
as many as twenty native drill-musters was a practicable ratio. Oonsoquently, only a
vory saall part of the language instructlon cwrried on during the war has bowmn a real
axomplisic.tion of the lingulst-informant mothod operating wder idesl conditlon at the
begt 1t has boon caly a sories of more or legs close approximations to that mothod,
Hoverthelsss, this instruction has in goneral Lnvolved three factors of important ance:
1) congentrated wse of time, usually in e order of fiftesn or twenly howrs of claspe
room work por woek; 2) exphasis won the spoken language with the aoquisition of reade
ing campetence, though not entirely neglected, ocovpying definitely seccnd=place; 3)
such drlll by and with native syeaiors of the languace. In general the results, in
spite of tho facte that thore wore no materials and that tho idead Bitustion above
described was infraquent, ware satisfactory to good, in some casos startiingly so.
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Mxﬁ’mﬂ) tongues provoked much editorial comment, too much of 1t describing the experi-
ment as the development of a marvelous new method wlilch took all the difficulty out of
M’ Mina\?,m nobody in any responsible position countenances any such claims,
the fact is that the experience has already led to considerable change in the thinking
about language teaching, even for the languages usually taught, in American universities
and golleges, and there is every likelihood that the linguist~informant technique has
cmtoltay}{/

leanwhile, materials for language instruction in accordance with this tech=
nique were gradually being produced. The form in which these at prosent exist isa
series of elementary w&-booh in about thirty languages with mw
records. The teximbook is divided inte thirty learning-units designed to cover about the
first two hundred hours of class-room mrk\ﬁé/ﬁth the first twelve of these units there
are twenty-four double faced disecs recording all the foreign langusge material in the
units. The combination is designed for use at the lowest level of language learning,
that is to say, for the individual student studying by himself, but it is most Ire=-
quently used in the class-room situation with a native drillemaster or guide present.
These materials, both text~books and records, are now being released Ly the Armed Forces

for public distribution, and will consequently soon be avallable to any who wish to

\&”
purchase them. I T Y 0
The present time, then, finds the American academic structure better off than

—ti=ms over b@Erbefore in the matter of facilities for teaching the Rast European,
African, and Asiatic Languages. Numerous highly trained technical linguists have made
themselves specialists in languages like Chinese, Japanese, Thal, Burmese, Malay,
Swahili, Haussa, Fanti, ete. Elementary text-books and supplementary materials have
been prepared and are at hand in convenient form, There has been very considerable

experience in the utilization of the relatively untrained native-gpeaker in the teach-
ing process., It is worth remarking that, as will be seen from what is written above,
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thislshgmrﬂaoomleulymwwmmﬂm“mdmuﬂmtm
the pre=war development of philelogical studies in the universities and colleges,

One of the differences Letween languace study in the peace time world and

lanpuaze study for war was that in the latter case language was not studied in a
vacuum. In the normal pattern of war-time s tudy, half of the student's time was
mmmmmmiﬁm%mmme'mmeamm:mdmmwtﬂutm

o be known as area studies, that is the focusasing of all pertinent imowladge from the

various disciplines, - economics, geography, history, polities, religion and philosophy,
m.,-npmthouutithaﬂatoprwid.tngmmtemtudpiohn-eofthoaiviliutim
in question. Again, this was not, of course, an entirely new concept; the pursuit of
mivuﬁwdmoumemmmtimmm@ﬂlinmofnmimmtheFar
mtwhtb-ﬂrhahﬂwthmhywmmmmmmitmm
colleges, But the scale upon which imstruction had to be offered and the inadequate
nupplyoftmm-torinthia-fialdumhnmm‘guenaafﬂuﬁz‘mtmultaettm
outbreak of war was the absorption of most people who knew anything about foreign areas
dimﬂyintoﬂwmeffm-ladtotbodcnlomtotmhahniqtnsmdnwmmhle.
Msiﬁlarlytothalmgmgamgrm,M&nlomtmmutﬂnbwpmiau
pattern of normal times. Personnel had to be created, or rather, means had to be found
of utilizing in teaching personnel with no experience and insufficlent training, Imple-
ments and materials had to be created almost from the begimning. Some of the techniques
dovindmmhtothommpolegut,wmmconuptafmmhmﬁmm
study of a soclety as a whole was nob new, In particular, much success was had with
modifications of the anthropologists' interview technique, in which plunned questioning
dmﬁmwowmmmmmmqmsmmmthefomllectura. On
the whols, results were surprisingly good, when one considers the handicaps under wihich
instruction was presented, handicaps which were only partlally compensated by enthus
and realization that participation in the war was serious hmm;\?/ '
Area studies, too, seem to have come to stay. While there is, of course, the
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wartime necessity has developed something of lasting valv:(f, in the educational process.

PaS
/\f the second half of the twentieth century can meet civilimations other than his

cortainly,mmthfmmdhyuﬂehﬂmatﬁmtmuhnnmmm\
WWM.

" own as a normal part of his educational experience. The area-studies integration seems
to meet this need. Experimentation is proceeding at several levels:
1, The Fundamental Area Course, organized to take about a quarter of the
' student's time for the year, or its equivalent. This weets the
needs of the student who wishes to make the acqualntance of Russia,

China, India, or the Arabic world as a normal part of his education
and not with any intention of making wvocational use of this

acquaintance.

2+ The Vocational Winor, designed to take about half of a student's time
for a year and to be the introduction for the student who proposes
to make vocational use of his knowledge of the civilization in question,
Tnls, of cowrse, would include language studies.

Je The lajor or Area Concentration, in which the student plans his education
around the area concept, just as he would normally plan it arcund
economics, philosophy, or chemistry. It would take about a third
of his four years in college.

4 Advanced Study and Research, which, however, should be rather on a
digeciplinary than an areal basis,

By and large, the wartime expericnce was at the second of these four levels,
the voeational winor, and this is a level at which experiment was exceedimgly necessary
for academic purposes. Oreater development, of course, is in large measure dependent
on progress at the fourth level, from which adequate implementation will come,

This brief sketeh exhibits the main lines of wartime attack on the study of
the lanzuages and civilizations of regions not normally covered in American universi-
~ ties and colleges. To a considerable extent these areas lay in the Orient, so that the
sketch also presents in a certain way a development in Oriental studies. Féleecks
It looks like an important develop-

ment in the newer education, the more so because it involves considerable departure
from the traditions of earlier Uriental studies. This is not to say that the oldaer
type of philological antiqwm gcholarship is now a thing of the past; rather will
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it be strengthened and vivified by the expansion of its base into a wider and more
awakened scientific interest in the civilisations of the East.
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