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It is cu::rtonary to begilt a memorandum or this kind with the statement that 

the incidence of uar accentuated currents already under way rather than started new 

ones . In the 1r..atter of the development of A.morican interest and participation in the 

study of the Orient and the hitherto remoter areas of the world the assertion is at 

best only partially true . A more accurate statement would be that in this field as in 

so r.any others the r.ar presented an opportunity i"or operation and experi.Dcnt on a scale 

so laree in conparison with anything possible in peace times as to constitute almost a 

difference in kind rather than one in degree . 

It Tlill be convenient to discus:J developments in the United States in this war 

decade, not in tel~ of a break-do~ accordinz to the respective civilizations concerned , -

Russian, Chinese , Jlalay, Burmese, etc . - but around trro I!lora general categories, that 

is to say, language studies and the integrated study of the respective civilizations 

uhich came to bo knom as area- studios . The former developed from the need for impnrtr-

ir. vractical laneuaee competence to larce bodies or r.:en about to be o:nployed in the core 

re~oto corners of the world. For teachinG most of the lanrruaaes needed, American facili-

ties i7ere either non- 9.-'tistent or quite inadequate. The latter arose fron the attempt 

to focus all tho disciplinary studies , including lan!!uaee , upon a culture- area with a 

vie~ to presenting a reasonably complete picture of tho civilization concerned, also 

for the benefit of troops destined to operate in the areas in question. The two aspects 

are of course la-ically closely related, and were in practice frequently treated toeother . 

The period im.wd.iatcly prior to the war had seen a modest but still very reo.l 

erom·1 of interest in civilizations outside of t..'tle American and \"lest European orbit. 

This was ~st comoonly actualized by the presentation of courses in American universities 

and collo~es, - cour·sen relating to Far Eastern and Russian civilizations priw~rily. 

Any enumeration of such courses 1n 1940 :muld have shovm an increase over those in 1935, 

just as 1935 ,,ould have shown a similar increase over 1930; a gradual expansion of this 

kind t;as under nay . Unfort-unately, this dcvclopm~t las very one- sided; it r.as prl.lctic-

ally entirely at the philolo ical and historical level, and it concerned only Cnintl , 
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·aturally:t tho opoete.cle of lar0c ou:nbcrs o.t' ordinary American youth lcarnin.., these oost 
~~~ ... ~ 
~ton ucs provoked much editorial co ant, too :uuch or it dcscribinz the Gl\.'"nerl-

nt ... the devclop::JOnt of a rvclous ntm othoo whi~h took o1l tl c difficulty out of 

lnnJUD.JO l ar~'r ::hl.lo nobody in c.;n.y rcspo~1S1blo pooition countenances any auch cla'itm , 

t fac'L is that tho experience has lrea.dJJ led to conDidorD.ble ch.o.nge in the thinl:inu 

about 14n..,"Wl c tcacbing, even for the J.a.ngunJos usually taueht, in .Amrican universities 

and collccen , and there :iJ:J evoey likelihood tl'.at the lil\.,"'llisirWormnnt technique ha.:i 

COl!.O to St.'\/ 'f" 
'o3lm'hlle, mtorial.s for L-mfflla;,e instruction ill accordnnce r.i th tttL'i tech-

nique .ore eradually bein~ produced. 'The :rom in bich th$SC at prcoant orl~c,., 

series of olcoontary ~~books in about thirty lanr:ua cs r.l th ucco:Ip:myinu cra.cophone 

rocordo . ~ text- book io divided into t-hirty lcarnin - uni.ts desic;ned to cover c.bout tho 

first tr.o 1undrcd hours or clans- rooo uor~ ith the :firot twolvo of these units there 

o.re tr.enty- .t'oar double !'need discs recordin"' ill tho .foraicn lan~ue mteria1 1n the 

un1 ts . Tho c ina t1on is aosigned for U.'lc n t the lemont lavol of lan..."'Ua&c loarnin ' , 

that is to say, t'or tho individual student atudy1nc by hi.m:lolf, but it is nost fre-

quently used in the class- roou situat:J.on 11ith a ll!l.tivo drlll- .:.-..:mter or [;Uide preaent. 

Tb.cso mtor1ols , both text-books a..'ld recorda, nrc now be in..,~ rel<Ulsed by the ll.rDed Forces 

tor pu.blic distribution, and will consequently soon bo avail blc to any who T.'i.sh to 

purchase thcm'r 

The present ttr.o, then, !L"lds tho A.corican acado .ic structure batter off than 

tU lti5 ever ~before in tho Llll.tter of !a.ci.lit1cs for cncl:tin-- tho 1\ast uropean, 

de African, and Asiatic Lan...~cs. Uu.':lCrous h!r;lly trained technical lin uists lm.vo 

thEtlsalvcs spocilll.iDtc in laneuaga£ like Chinese, Japo.nooo, T'liai , Burmese, l:alay, 

S"fia.ldli, J.auosn, anti, etc . l1l.eoontary tcxt-bookG nnd eupplc.oontary ;1tcrials h:lvo 

been prepared and o.ro at hand in convenient foro . 'l'hore baa boon vory cons4..derablo 

experience in the utU15ut1on of the rolativoly untrcl.n::XI native- sPeaker in tho teach-

in pro coos . It io l':Ol'th r~kin t.lltlt, an ttill bo Eleen from ~hat iD m'i t-t.-en e.bovo, 
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tbio iG in encral a cowplctoly new crcat.i()~ only in very minor Deasuro dependont upon -
tho pre-trr.i!" dovolopcent of phUological ... tudiea in 'tho uni versities and colle ... es . 

Ono or tho dlttcrencos bet en lan~e atudy in the peace t1J:.o world and 

lanmus o E'tudy for war 'IS'aS that in tho latter case langua.ffe waa not studioo in a 

vacuum. In tho noro.:U. pattern or war-tico .a tudy, half or tho student•s title 'W3S 

taken in the acquisition of 1..110 lat\ZUG.;o and the other half wnu dovotod to wh.flt came 
'$I 

to be lmmm as area. etud:es ~ that 1o tho i'ocusuin..,. of ill pertinent knowlod(re froc tho 

v.n-ious dioc1plinos ., - c~onomics, eeocraphy, history, polil:;ics, rolie1on Wld philosophy, 

etc ., - upon the area l'l:i.th a. viow to providinz an ititcf!'rated picturo of tho civ111.Bat ion 

1n question. A a.in, thin wna not, or course, an entirely nmr conce})t; the pursuit or 

unlvera1ty decrees through conccntr~tion upon tho c v111zation or a roaion like the Far 

F..a.ot or La:tin-A •. rica hAd not beon by m:lY means unlmcmn in American universities and 

colle es. Dut the scnlo upon .dch i."lStruction had to be offered and the inadoquate 

supply of teachers - for in t1do field as in languages one of tl1e first results of the 

outbr ak or war lias t.lte a "orption of 1t10st peopl e who knew anything about foreign areas 

directly into tho ~ effort - iod to tho developl1lant of new 'Ulchniquos and new mterials . 

And aim1l...'lrly to the lllllJ;Un e pro l"atl1 this dovclop::lent too owes little to any previous 

pattern of normal. ti.l:lca . Personnel bad to ue created, or rather~ moa."ls had to be found 

or utUizin :l.n teaehine personnel with no axp rience and inaufi'ic1cnt trai."'lin"' . Implc-

·nta and r..mtorials had to bo created alnost .rroc tho bezinning. Sooo or tho techniqu s 

devised owe auch to the a.nthropoloid.st, to whoo the concept of areal intecration and 

study of a society as a whol e ms not now. !11 particular, :much succesB 1ms had with 

nod1!'ic tions of tho anthropolouists • interview tochniquo, in which planned qucstionin~"' 

of natives or others who knel7 tho roJion in question raplacod tho roroal locturo . On 

the ole~ r ~ults trore Eurprisin[;l.y good, .hen one conaiders the hnndica s under hich 

instruction wn.s presented, hundic@S Trhi.ch wero only partinlly co _:-~en:... ted by onthusiu.siJ 

and raalization that participation in the war nn.s ecriouo busi."lcss .~ 
Aroo otudios , too , seem to huvo com to stay. 1llo thore is , of course~ tlm 
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~er t.~t tl oy ~~oeoee a r.-xth..:~· tiivia:l fad, in c • ' • .i. it is to be hoped that tho 

~ wartime neccsoi ty baa developed soit}Cthin of laD tin~ val ... · • tho educational. process . 

Certainly • rr.aarw tnmt be :found by hich the tudent .ho io to live in the ~p!:eri~ 
~ .c.t.-a..-~~\~ ~ .. _( . 8~-(,n~ t.t.<A4 

\'rorl~f tho cccond lf of the tm.mtieth century can ~ct ciVilizntionn other than biB 
A 

O\m ns a normal part of his cducat.ional experience. The aroa-etudics intogration oeems 

to meat th1s need. EKperi.centation is proceodin Clt aevoral levels' 

1 . The Fundal:lGl'ltal Area Course, orl..!an1zcd to tclto nbout a quarter of tho 
student ' s tune for tho year, or ita oquivalant. This moots tha 
nc ds of the student who isbas to co:ko tho acq~tnnce of Russia, 
Chinn, India, or t!1e Arabie world na o. nornul pn.t·t o£ biG education 
ond not with .nny intention of onl-:in vocational usc of t >s 
ncqua:L:utance . 

2 . The Vocational in01·, d!!signod to take about hD.lt' of a uttldoot' s timo 
for n yonr and to be the intr-oduction tor the atudent ·who propos05 
to make vocational usc of his knowlod o or the civili~ntion in question. 
Tn1a , or course, ould include lnncuago otudies . 

3. Tile or or Area Concentration, !n hich the student plans his edunation 
urounci the area concept, just ao he ould no.t"mal.ly plan it nroWld 
ocono::Jies, philosophy, or chcniotry. It r.ould take o.bout a third 
or his !our y ars in collc o. 

4. J~.dva ced Study and es~rch, hich, ho. vcr , should be rather on a 
diaciplinnry tlm."l an aroal basis . 

Dy and W'Ge, tho .a:rt1ae f'.xperionco was at tho t;ccond of th ~sa tour levels, 

tho vocational minoz·, and this is a level at r.hich (!Xpari.ttent \"r.la exceedim 1ly necessary 

:for academic purposes . Greater dcvelopmmt, or com· so~ is in lnr~e moosure dapandent 

on pro :-cas at the .:rourth lovo'l, .from nhicb adequate implcmont.ntion lTill come . 

T'nio brief Gkotch ·hibi t.s tho min lineD of nartimc attock on the study of 

tha lnn e~ n."ld civilizations of. ree.ions not nomally cover d in AMerican W1ivors1-

,.., tioo o.nd colle cs . To a considoro.blc extent tbeso areas lay 1n the ient, so that t!1e 

sketch alco preccnts 1n a cortnin way a dovclopz:cnt in Oriental ctudics . -:It leeks 

It lookG like an iaportant dtnrclop-

uent in tho no;;or odncation, the ooro eo beC<lusc it i.r.volvos conoidcrablo dop.:lrturo 

from tho trudi tiona of earlier Oriental studies . Tnis is not to oay that the older 

typo of pbiloloJ].co.l o.ntlqu..1.:t·i.o.n ocholarship 1u now thin of the p~ut; ruther vill 
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it be at<-rongthoned o.nd vivified by tho c,xpansion of its oose into a w'...dcr and more 

ar.akencd scientific inoorest in the c1vilizat1orw or t1w East. 
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