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ENGLISH

(IN BASIO)

Basic English is an attempt to give to
everyone a second, or international lan-
guage, which will take as little of the
learner’s time as possible.

It is a system in which everything may
be said for all the purposes of everyday
existence : the common interests of men
and women, general talk, news, trade, and
science.

To the eye and ear it will not seem in
any way different from normal English,
which is now the natural language, or the
langnage of the Governments, of more
than 500,000,000 persons.

There are only 850 words in the comp]ete
list, which may be clearly printed:on one
side of a bit of note-paper. But simple
rules are given for making other words
with the help of those in the list ; such
as designer, designing, and designed, from
design, or coal-mine from coal and mine,

The word order is fixed by other short
rules, which make it clear from an example
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such as :

“T will put the record on the machine now "
what is the right and natural place for
every sort of word. .

Whatever is doing the act comes first ;
then the time word, such-as will ; then the
act or operation (put, take, or get) ; then
the thing to which something is done,
and so on.

It is an English in which 850 words do
all the work of 20,000, and has been
formed by taking out everything which is

. not necessary to the sense. Disembark,
' for example, is broken up into get off a ship.

I am able takes the place of I can ; shape
Rt is covered by the more general word form ;
| and difficuit by the use of hard.

By putting together the names of simple
operations—such as get, give, come, go,-pu,
take—with the words for directions like
in, over, through, and the rest, two or three
thousand complex ideas, like insert which
becomes put im, are made part of the
learner’s store.

E " Most of these are clear to everyone.
But in no other language is there an equal
chance of making use of this process.
That is why Basic is designed to be the
international language of the future.
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In addition to the Basic words them-
selves, the learner has, at the start, about
fifty words which are now so common
in all languages that they may be frcely
used for any purpose. Examples are
Radio, Hotel, Telephone, Bar, Club.

For the needs of any science, a short
special list gets the expert to a stage where
international words are ready to hand.

Those who have no knowledge of
English will be able to make out the sense
of a Radio Talk, or a business letter, after
a week with the word-list and the records ;
but it may be a month or two before they
are talking and writing freely.

In fact, it is the business of all inter-
nationally-minded persons to make Basic
English part of the system of education
in every country, so that there may be
less chance of war, and less learning of
languages—which, after all, for most of

us, are a very unnecessary waste of time.-
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BABEL
{I'n Basic)

Now (/¢ carth had only one language, and the wumber of is
words was small, . . .

And the Lord said, See, the people is one, and they have all
one language, and they dre doimg this.: and now everything
which they have in mind to do will be possible for them.

Comse, lel us go down, and get the words of their language
mixed up, so that no one may have knowledge of what the other
s saying. 1

So the Lord sent them away into every part of the earth,
and their building was stopped.

For this reason il wag named Babel, because there the Lord
iﬂf the language of all the carth mized -up ; and from there the

ord sent them am_-,&irua every part of the earth.
e [
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‘the common language for use between nations,
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THE FUTURE OF BASIC

(Putinto Basio from The Shape of Thingsfo Come by H. G Wells) ** .
One unlooked-for development of the hundred

years between 2000 and 2100 was the way in '
which Basic English became in that short fime

and the expansion at an even greater rate—as
the outcome of this, and after it had been
changed in a number of ways—of English itself.
The English used by most of us to-day in talking
and writing is a very different tongue from the
English of Shakespeare, Addison, Bunyan, or
Shaw. It has got away from the last signs of
such old and complex forms as a ‘subjunctive
moed ' ; the form of a word on paper has become
truly representative of its sound ; everyone gives
the same sound to the same word ; a number of
words and word-groups have been taken over.
from other languages. ... In its natural form
it was better for the purpose in a number of
ways than the chief languages in competition
with it, Spanish, French, Russian, German, and
Italian, It was simpler, more delicate, more
elastic, and even at that time more widely used,
but it was certainly the development of Basic
English which gave it the position it now has.

Basic_English was the invention of a mam
whose &k and fertile: mind was trained at
Cambridge in England. ... It was taken up
in a most surprising way after the First Con-
ference at Basra, It was made the language for
all public and government purposes in every
country by the Air and Sea Control, and by 2020
almost everyone was able to' make use of Basic
for talking and writing. . . .

HISTORY

Ig20—1922. Development of the Theory of language
put forward in The Meaning of Meaning
(Intéernational Library of Psychology, 1923).

1923—1g27. Work on the structure of the system, an L
earlier discoveries of Jeremy Bentham.

1928. The 850 words printed.

1928—1929, Testing the 850 words. 3
1930. The complete system printed in Basic English.
1031, Debabelisation,

1931—1933. The first 20 books produced in Basic.




ammmmd (Press Director, Dentsche Lufthansa, Berlin).
orbert Capek (Prague).

- Jose Castillejo (Professor in the University of Madrid).

" R. N. Coudenhove-Kalergi (President, Pan-Europa Union, Vienna).

~ D. L. Crawford (President, the University of Hawaii).

_ F. B. Czarnomski (Director of the Polish Press Bureau, London).
‘Gudmundur Finnbogason (Librarian, National Library, Iceland).

" John Dewey (Professor of Philosophy, Columbia University).

Fielding H, Garrison, (Librarian, Welch Memorial Library, Baltimore).

Sir Richard Gregory (Editor of ** Nature ™).

'S. Hanzlik  (Professor in the University of Prague).

P. Harting (Professor of English, University of Gronignen).
Sven Hedin (Late President, Swedish Academy of Sciences).
Halldér Hermannsson (Cornell University).

J. Heyrovsky (Professor of Chemistry, Prague).

_ Manley O. Hudson (Professor of International Law, Harvard).

Julian S. Huxley (late Professor of Zoology, Kings’ College, London).
A. Lloyd James (Professor of Phonetics, University of London).
A. E. Kennelly (Professor of Electrical Engineering, Harvard).

J. J. Van der Leeuw (LL.D., Professor at the University of Leiden).
B. Lewis (Director of the American Institute, Prague).

W. K. Liao (Professor of Philosophy, University of Nanking).
Gustaf Mattson (Olof-Skolan, Stockholm). - f

Max Miller (Director, Realgymnasium, Iserlohn).

Rokuro Nakaseko, Sc.D. (Doshisha University, Kyoto, Japan).
B. Némec (Professor of Plant Physiology, Prague University).

Otto Neurath (Director, The l\-[undancum;..;h\’ienna}.

H. Okamoto (Professor at the Doshisha Collegé;*Kyoto, Japan).
Raymond Pearl (Professor of Biology, Johns Hopkins University).
.C. A. Reed (Principal, International College, Smyrna).

Paul Robeson, LL.B. =
"J. Z. Schneider (Professor at the Institute of Techunology, Prague).
Karl Schneider (Studienrat, Berlin).

George Bernard Shaw.

K. Shinoda (Professor at the Higher Normal School, Tokyo).
A. K. Siddhanta (Professor at the Dyal Singh College, Lahore, India).
G. Elliot Smith (Professor of Anatomy, London University).

~ Wickham Steed.

Vilhjalmur Stefansson, L.LD.
' F. Swoboda (State Institute of Public Hygiene, Prague).

- N. J. Vavilov (Academy of Agricultural Science, Leningrad).

Lee Vrooman (Dean, International College, Smyrna).
H. G. Wells.

- ,. mong those sé,';bo-._ka:fé gwsuﬂ;eir mppoﬂ?o Basic English are :—




REPRESENTATIVES, 1933
Argentine Republic India = S s
The Basic Institute, Prof. A. K. Siddhanta,” . = L = 1

Piedras, 138, Dyal Singh College, 2 25
Buenos Aires. *Lahore. . : e
Burma 1 Ireland . 3 e
Ma Than E, Dr. W. Murphy, ; G
19, Cushing Compound, De Ia Salle College, SHEL
Rangoon. Waterford, Co. Cork.

China Japan

Professor Y. Okakura,
Prof. R. D. Jameson, : : i
- Tsing Hua University, %t.kPa.'uI s University,
Prigiag l\;egi(::.o
ggilgligg:? '?hang Mrs. J. H. Forgrave, - - X
99bis, rue Lagranditre, Calzada. Gral Mariano

3 Escoledo-149
Salgolr.:. o) Colonia Analmac.
Czechoslovakia Moroecco

Dr. Otakar Vocadlo,

Viclav. ul 35, Joseph Laverny,

1, rue Pascal, Tangier.

Pragus, 1L, Paraguay
Danzig C. A. Lewis,
M. Almon, Av. Colombia esq. Curu-
Englischer Damm 15. payty, Asuncién.

. Denmark Poland
The Basic _Institute, Prof. B. W. A. Massey,
Lyngbyvej, 70. The University,
Copenhagen. Poznafi,
Germany Russia
Paul Hempel, Ivy Litvinoft,
Koenigstrasse, 8, Narkomindel,
Leipzig, C.1. Moscow.
Hungary Spain
Julius Haldsz, J. C. Oldfield,
Gyoriut 12, Calle Valenzuela, 5.
Budapest L. Madrid.
Iceland Yugoslavia
Snaebjérn Jénsson, I. F. Lupis-Vuki¢,
4, Austurstraeti, ulica Matije Gubca 44,
Reykjavik. Split.

Full list from The Intarnational Secretariat:
Gerhart Jentsch, 16 Pr gde St. Antoine, Geneva.
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| NGLISH
Basic English
A general account, with Word-list and Rules.
The Basic Words 5
A full acconnt of the 850, with all special uses.
The ABC of Basic English
A simple account, step by step for learners and teachers.
The Basic Dictionary
Putting into Basic the 7,500 words most used in Normal English.

The Basic Vocabulary
A history and discussion of the question ; with details of the number
of words used for dif -rent purposes.

Debabelization

The argoment for Basic as the international langnage of the future;
with over roo pages of current opinion on the position of English.
Brighter Basic

For young persons of taste and feeling. ‘This is not a book for
teachers, but it may be of value to those who are tired and sad.

Basic for Business

A complete system for international trade, with examples of business
letters for all purposes.

Basic English Applied: Science

Taking the learner to a stage where international words are ready to
hand. Chemistry, Physics, and Biology are here covered.

Basic for Economics

Covering economic theory ; with examples from representative writers,

EXAMPLES

" Basic by Examples. Every Basic word with its different uses _
The Basic Traveller. Simpleexamples for all purposes.
The Gold Insect. Poe’s' Gold Bug " put into Basic English.
Julius Caesar. From North's Plutarch (with * Brutus ).
Robinson Crusoe. Hisstory in Basic,

Japanese Stories. From Lafcadio Hearn,

That Night, Tumura's‘ Sono Yo" in Basic.

The Organization of Peace. By Maxwell Garnett.
International Talks. By Wickham Steed ; with Basic parallel,
Lamb's Stories from Shakespeare. A Basic selection,
Storiesfromthe Bible. Aselection from the coming Basic Bible,
The Chemical History of a Candle. Faraday in Basic,
Black Beauty. AnnaSewell'sstory. For school use.

Carl and Anna. Leonhard Frank’s story. Not for school use.

; All 2/6 (70 cents) a copy
Records, by Professor Lloyd James (4) 10/-. Panopticon 2/6

THE ORTHOLOGICAL INSTITUTE
10, KING’S PARADE, @AMBRIDGE, ENGLAND
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