
BASIC 
ENGLISH 

(IN BASIC) 

Basic English is an attempt to give to 
everyone a second, or international lan-
guage, which will take as little of the 
learner's time as possible. 

It is a system in which everything may 
be said for all the purposes of everyday 
existence: the common interests of men 
and women, general talk, news, trade, and 
science. 

To the eye and ear it will not seem in 
any way different from normal English, 
which is now the natural language, or the 
language of the GO\ ernments, of more 
than 500,000,000 persons. 

There ar<' only 850 words in the complete 
list, whidt 111ay be clearly printed on one 
side of a bit of note-paper. But simple 
rule~ arc gi\"cn for making other \\ ords 
with the h...Ip of those iu the list ; such 
as designer, designing, and designed, from 
design, or coal-mine from coal and mi11c. 

The word order is fixed by other short 
rules, which make it clear from an example 



such as 
• "I will put the record on the machine now" 

what is the right and natural place for 
every sort of word. 

Whatever is doing the act comes first ; 
then the time word, such-as will; then the 
act or operation (put, take, or get) ; then 
the thing to which something is done, 
and so on. 

It is an Englisl~ in which 850 words do 
all the work of 20,000, and has been 
formed by taking out everything which is 
not necessary to the sense. Disembark, 
for example, is broken up into get off a ship. 
I am able takes the place of I em~; shape 
is covered by the more general word form ; 
and difficult by the use of hard. 

By putting together the names of simple 
operations-such as get, git•e. come, go,.put, 
take-with the words for directions like 
in, over, through, and the rest, two or three 
thousand complex ideas, like illsert which 
becomes put in, are made part of the 
learner's store. 

Most of these are clear to everyone. 
But in no other language is there an equal 
chance of making use of this process. 
That is why Basic is designed to be the 
international language of the future. 



In addition to the Basic ~ds ~ 
selves, the learner has! at the start, about 
fifty words which are now so common 
in all languages that they may be h...ely 
used for any purpose. Examples are 
Radio, Hotel, Telep~uJM, Bar, Cltw. 

l'or the needs of any science, a short 
special list gets the e;,r.pert to a stage where 
international words are ready to hand. 

Those who have no knowledge of 
English will be able to make out the sense 
of a Radio Talk, or a business letter, after 
a week with the word-list and the records ; 
but it may be a month or two before they 
are talking and writing freely. 

In fact, it is the business of all inter-
nationally-minded persons to make Basic 
English part of the system of education 
in every country, so that there may be 
less chance of war, and less learning of 
languages-which, after all, for most of 
us, are a very unnecessary waste of time.· 

BABEL 
(/,.B.Use) 

NOtJJ tle ~art/a 1r.ad tmly cme la"'IIIICt, aot4 1111 ,..,.,.,.,. ofiU 
...,,u _. small. • .• 

A rul th• Lori. .,id, Su, tlae people 1$ one, ani. lh#)' 1o.we all 
0>111 laftCII•se, ani. they au d<>i"K 1/Jas : aot4 """' tveryllti.., 
.. ~a.eh they have '" "''"" to tlo u iU be pomble for theto~. C011111, ia us go dow11, and get lh4 u•or.U of thew /a11g11411• 
""xed up, so that no 0111 may haw: 1rnolilltdft of ll'hat lhl oiMr 
ia sayattg. J 

So th• Lord sent 1/Jem IU8<IJI illlo lllltiJI pari of till eariiJ, 
arullhtor building uas slapped. 

For lhts moson il u·~ """'~d Balltl, b~tllllst lhere lle Lortl 
gol the languag• of all the tartll mixed .,.p ; ani. frOIII 1/Jerl th• 
Lord strtl /~ '""l irtlo e.;ery part of thl 141'111. 
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THE FUTURE OF BASIC 
(PutlntoBatlefromTUSlulj>eofTinfll oeo-byH.G.Wells) 

One unlooked-for development of the hundred 
years between 2000 and 2100 was the way m 
which Basic English became in that short time 
the common language for use between nations, 
and the expansion at an even greater rate-as 
the outcome of this, and after It bad been 
changed in a number Of ways- of hnglish itself. 
The English used by most of us to-day in talking 
and writing is a very different tongue from the 
English of Shakespeare, Addison, Bunyan, or 
Shaw. lt has got away from the last signs of 
such old and complex formt~ as n 'subjunctive 
mood'; the form of a word on paper h.\5 become 
truly representative of its sound: even one gives 
the same sound to the same ''ord, n number of 
words and word-groups have be n taken over 
from other languages .... In its natural form 
it was better for the purpose in a number of 
ways than the chief languages m ~ompctition 
with it, Spanish, French, Russian, German. and 
Italian. It was simpler, more dehcate, more 
clastic, and even at that time more \1 it! ely used, 
but it was certainly the (1\-vclopmcnt of Basic 
English which gave it the position it now has. 

Basic~glish was the invention of a man 
whose .k and fertile tmnd W.ls trained at 
C.unbri<lgc in England .. ,. It ''•lS taken up 
in .a most surprising wa) aft r tho hrst Con-
ference at Basra. It was made the lmguage for 
all public and government purpose in every 
country by the Air and Sea Control, and by2020 
almo~t everyone was able to make use of Basic 
for talking and writing .... 
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HISTORY 
IJevclop:n< nt of the l"h ry of language 
1 ut fon\nrd m Th-l ~~~arung of Jlcani,Jg 
(lutcrnari<•nal LJI>rarv <>I P.~chol >gy, 1923). 
\\ork on the. trnnurc u£ tbc Ryt.lt.m, and the 
earlier disco\'(·rics of j(•r Ill)" llcutharn. 
The 85"o words print d. 
Testing the 850 "ord • 
'fbe complete system prmt d m /Jasie E11glish. 
lJt'bahcli:atio••· 
The tu;:;t 20 books pro<luc d m BasiC. 





REJ:IRESENTATIVES, 1933 
Ar~entine Republic India 
The Ba ic Institute, Prof. A. K Sidclhanta, 
Piedra , 138, Dyal ~ingh College, 
Buenos Aires. La.horc. 
Burma Ireland 
Ma Than :E, Dr. W. Murphy, 
19 Cushing Compound De La Salle College, 
R~ngoon. ' Waterford, Co. Cork. 
China J apan 
Prof. R. D. Jameson, Professo; Y. 0kak.ura, 
Tsing llua University, St. Pauls Umvcrstty. 
Pciping. Toky.o. 
Cochinchina .Mextco , 
Dang Cong Thang, :'\Irs. J. H-,l·orgra,:e. 
99b rue l.agra die e Calzada <..ral Mana no 
S:1i ~n n r • Escoledo-149 

g · Colonia Analmac. 
Czechoslovakia .Morocco 
Dr. Otakar ':_'O<.'adlo, Joseph Lavcmv, 
\ aclav. ul 3:>, 1. rue Pascal, Tangier. 
Prague, II. Parajluay 
Da nzi!l C. A. Lewis, 
.:'1:_1. A~mon, _ Av. Colombia csq. Curu-
Enghschcr Damm 1~. pavty, Asuuci6n. 
Denmark Poland 
The Basic Institute, Pr f B \\' \ :\I 
Lvngb''VCJ., 70. 0 · · · ' · • asscy, 

J J The Univt·rsity, 
Co]>{·nhagcn. Poznali. 
Ger many Russia 
Paul Hempel, Ivy L1h inofl, 
J(ocnigstrasse, 8, ::\arkomindcl, 
Leipzig, C. I. Mosco\\. 
Hungary Spain 
Julius HalAsz, J. C. Oldfield, 
GyOnut 12, Calle Yalenzucla, 5. 
Budapest I. )[mlrid. 
I cela nd Yujloslavia 
Snacbjtirn J6nsson, I. F. Lupi!!-Vukit, 
4, Austurstraeti, utica :'11atijc Gubca 44, 
Hcykjavik. Split. 
Jl'uU Ust from T he Int~mntlonal Secretariat : 
Gerhort Jentsch, 16 Promllni.de St. Antoine, Geneva. 



~ 
.. -BASIC ENGL1SH 

Baric" English 
A g n rata unt, with Word-list and Rules. 
1 '/Jc Jlas1c IVords 
.A lull account ollhe 8.;o, with aU specl.'ll ustS. 
The A 11 C of Basic Enr;lish 
A simple account, <tep by step lor learu rs ami tcachM'S, 
The llaslr DictionarY 
Pulling Into Ba,io the 7,500 \,·ord< most used In Nonnal English. 
The Basic VocahuhLn' 
A history and discu<sion of the question ; with ddails of lbo number 
of wor•l u ed !<Jr diL.rcnt purposes. 
Debabdizulion 
The 11rR••mcnt for Ba;IC as the intc"natlonal bnguage of the future; 
with O\' r 100 pages of cuiTC!lt opinion on the position of English. 
Rrig/Jter Basic 
.For young persons of taste and leclin:;. Thls Is not a hook for 
t~'aohen, but It ma:; be of value to thos who arc tired and sad. 
/laslc for Business 
A complete·~ st m lor internati<>nal tr de, "1tb examples of business 
letters for aU purposes. 
BasiC' E11Ji!li-'h Applied: Science 
Taktlll> the kamer to a stage where intemnti<mal words are ready to 
hand. Cbcmistrv, Physics, and Biology nrc here covered. 
Basic for Eco11omics 
Co\•triog economic theory; with e.• amp!"'! from rcpr<-scotative writers. 

EXAMPLES 
Basic by Examples. Every Basic word with its dliTcrcnt uses 
The Basic Trat,eller. Simple examples for all purposes. 
The (io/d Insect. Poe's" <.old Bug" put Into Basic English • 
.!11/iriS Caesar. From North's Plutnr b (with" Brutus"). 
Rohinsou Crusoe. Hisstorytn Ba\lc. 
Jap111H'se Stories. From Lafcad.io He:~.m. 
That l\if!hl. Tumura's"SonoYo"inBaslc. 
The Or}!anization of Peact'. B>· Maxwell Garnett. 
Jutcrua tloua/ Talks. By W•ckha:nStet'd; with Basic parallel. 
Lamb's Stories from Shakespeare. A Basic s.lection. 
Storh•sfrom the Bible. A solcctioalrom thccomlngBaslcBiblc. 
The Chemical History of a Candle. Parada \'in Bask. 
Black Reality. Anna Sewcii'G storr. For school use. 
Carland Anna. Leonhard l'r,wk'sstor)'. Not for school use. 

All 2.'6 (70 cents) 11 copy 
Records, by Professor Lloyd Jame< (4) 10/-. Panopticon2/6 

THE ORTHOLOGICAL INSTITUTE 
10, KING'S PARADE. ~\MDRIDGE, ENGLAND 


	003657_001_m
	003657_002_m
	003657_003_m
	003657_004_m
	003657_005_m
	003657_006_m
	003657_007_m
	003657_008_m



