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Interviews: WW 3

Visit in Boston
Thursday, March 12, 1942

Wi spends an hour with the differential analyszer group. They put the
machine through its paces, setting up a problem from the inning and producing
the complete solution, both in graphical and tebular form. (Sheets attached.)

Ten to twelve of the integrators have been in use so far. There is every present
hope that the machine will attain an accuracy of one part in 10,000, for which it
was designed.

Professor Caldwell inforus WW that they have been warned by the M.I.T.
administration that it will be necessary for them to suspend all operations on
the new differential analyzer on September 1, 1942. Under normel circumstances
this machine would carry out a considerable volume of research for commercial
companies, the pay for this largely supporting the uses of the machine for pure
science. The big commereial laboratories, however, have completely suspended
their own long range ressarch and development progrems, and the budget of M.I.T.
faces so difficult a situstion this year that Compton feels he must drop meny
activities. They are, for example, closing up their cyclotron and their high
voltage laboratory. The differential analyzer will undoubtedly be needed for
importart war research problemsjy and in WW's opinion, M.I.T. would be completely
justified in asking the N.D.R.C. for a grant to continue the shakedown and
adjustment of the instrument, holding the group together and keeping the facilities
available for war research, Sinece they have been so bitterly (and so unfairly)
criticized for their large government contracts, Compton is mot willing to accept
any further N.D.R.C. contractsjy and particularly would not be willing to ask for
money to finish up an M.I.T. development, since this requoat could easily be
misconstrued.

It scens to WW a disastrous thing, both from the point of view of the
war and from the point of view of science, to have this machine locked up at the
present time. He therefore imformally inquires whether approximately $25,000,
plus whatever M.I.T. could chuck in, would keep the group together and the
development proceeding over a period of two years subsequent to Beptember 1, 1942.

l Professor Caldwell promises to look into this situatiomn and write.
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40 MASS. AVE., CAMBRIDGE MASS.

TECHNOLOGY STORE, H .C.'S.
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