The eollege and uaiverzity departments which are THE

HUMANITIES

componly grouped under the single tersm "hussnities™ were

not speeifically provided for im the programs of any of the
Rockefeller boards wntil, in 1924, the General Pducetion Board
declded to enlarge the ficld of 1ts interests by including
them, and thus pressrve the proper balsuce in ivs scheme of
edneational activities. In view of the redistribution of
functions which has taken slaes during the paot year according
to the broad gemersl prineioles of research and educetion, it
scoms apéroprhh to review briefly in this Report the Board's
undertakings in this Cis1d during the last five years.

The interest of ke Bourd in thin fiecld was in fact
foreshadowsd several years before 190245 for in 1920 e contribution
was mede to the American Clsssical Lessue towsrd the cupenscs of
& conference of classical teachers to conzider the teaching of
Latin and Greek in the secondery schools of the coumtry. At
this couference = plen wos develoved for a large-zcele investigation
of the subject ly a large nation-wide committee under the dirsction
of the Procident of the Leagac, Desa Sndrew P, West of Frinceton
University. The objects of the imvestigation were to ascertain
impartially the status of the tesching of Latin in the seconisry
schools of the United States and on the basis of the findinge W
recommend improvements in both method end subject-matter. Aporo-
pristions were msde by tbe Cenersl Dducstion Hoard in 1%21,' 1le72
and 1924 toward the expenscs of The Cleszlieel Investigation, which
received support from other sources also. The results were prompily
published and have been widely distributed, and 1t is believed that
the general adoption of the recommendations has already resulted in




notable improvemeants in the teaching of Latin throughout the THE
HUMARITIES

ssuaisy. The Board comteibuied to the confersace, the inves- {continued)
tigation, and the publication of tho findings the sam of $132,500.

The Board's interest in the Oriemtal Inatitute of the
Uuiversity of Chicago begaa in 1825, when a five-yeur grant was
sade for the purpose of eusbling the Insitdtate to train the
arshasclogists meaded for its large and rapidly expanding program.
Befora this time Professor 2reested hed depeaded very largely upon
occasional gifts made to his work by many privete donors, chief
among whom was fr, John D. Reczafcllar, Jr., and such support as
the University of Chicags could give, In 1228 grants were made for
bulldings and cquipmont, cadowmsnty sud publisstlon; sad ia 1027,
for the organisatica and sdainisiration of rescarches in the {ield
of the Hitiite civiliastion, The granis made 1o the Oriental
Institute in these three years totslled §780,000. ZIiscwhare in
this Report referencs i: zade to additional grants made in 1223-29
with the obisct of gusting the primcipel sctivitics of tis Imatitute,
and the teachins staff of the Dogartment of Samities et the University
of Chicags, upon & wore nearly perzanenl basls.

2ddiiiouel grents were made in 1328 for the furthersace of
the humanities - cne of §125,000 extended over & five-year werisd %
the Americen Council of Learmed Scclsties as & contrilutlon to 1ts
current expenses, end several to Yanderbilt University, aggregsiing
§800,000, as = contrilation toward & program requiring & total of
§2,800,003. The objdets cubraced in the program ineluded an undow-
ment for the develspmsnt of the University': wniergreduate work In
the humanities, endowment 4o emable the University to institule graduate
instructicn and research ia the humamitiss and the physical snd blological
seiences, and & fuilding sad ite squipment.




For the encoursgament of =igaifleent rezcarch in the THE
field of the hwanities the Doasd came to Uhe conclusion, efter m
‘prolonged inquiry om the pert of Doctor Abrehem Flexner, that ths
moLs promising method would bo o meke greate of reseerch funds o
severel of the wnivercitice whieh alrvesdy had highly develped
bumenities departments, end to meke such grents on Uhe prinelzie of
equel parvicipation, the Board's cxpectation being thut alter & tera
of yuara t.hé Gaiversities would ausume for this group of depariments,
&6 they Lave long simes done for the naturs) selsuces snd the seelsl
sclences, iull responuitdiity for the miut.enﬁms of Tesecrch. Ia
aceordance with ithis pregrap <hres grents wore wade in 1627, sll for
& five-year peried aud all parvicipsilngs $260,000 to the Undversity | )
of Chleago, §307,750 to Prinesion Uoiversity, end §155,000 & Iale /y
Cuiversity., The program has since been completed by siadlar grants
made to Ccluwble Usiversiyy, $112,500, Harvard University, $250,000,
and the University ol Michigen, $2B2,000,
Bsution abould ales Le made here of grents mede Ly the
International Zducstion Doard of {800,000 and £1,000,000 vespectiively
to the Americsn School of Classfcal Stwdles st ithens, for tailding
and endowmeat, and to the Lnericem fcadawy ot Rome, oach sopropriation
being & ecairibution of wwo-ihirds of the ssouay which thess inmstitu-
tions had sct out Lo raius for the completien of their srograme of

development,
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