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U\lt 

- . 
ir . Flexner in int-·oducing the cor..fcrence pointed/tl:d it W(;S solely 

to exchengc views end to assist tlle Ger.~:;;rill Bducation :Boe.rd in sizinl! u:p the sr.atu£, 

neeo.s ~nd nossi"uilities ana saiC. that there ned been an ex-p1·ession or · inter est on 

the I"J~rt of the noa.rd , but t!1~.t no comni tments of any ::ina. v;ere invol ved as t o 

the outcome of this conference. ShoulC. ouecific recormnendations or nropositions 

et'ler e , the BoE;>:.~a. would. be entirely free to dcul Hitl~ them on their merits . fie 

c.dd. himself suge;~st that Professor Ca-o'OS preside and that the gentlemen hlk 

freely ullowing hb1 :to listen w1";.i.: the subject haC. been thorouc hly vemilu.ted, 

&ftc.r .. 1lch he ieht r~ent to col'!l!11ent or usk questions . 

.l:'rofessor S11orey ..._iscussea secon~y instruction anCl the ::.eed. of its 

i~rovemcnt; col~e icte inst1~ction und the need of itqi@nrove~ent; the ss~ 

~l1~ht of university nrofes~ors ~utxious to e~~e in rese~rch ~d the ~rave di:fi-

cU:ties of securin~ juollcation. 

In sJL.uch as evel'Y s-..;:...,sequent soe~cr dwelt on pu.ulication, their generE<l 

vievs may be sum .• arizt.:ld hEil't:l : 
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1 . T h e r e are a number of journals l i v i n g on the subscriptions

of u d e r p a i d p ro fes so r s a n d on their ability to beg money enough annua l ly to make 

u p their small a.e fie it . 

2 . The i n c r e a s e d cost of printing h a s compelled them . to 

shor ten the publication and to curtail il ustrat ions. The result is that what 

was inadeouate before the war is s t i l l more inadequate now.

3 . If 1nen cannot p u b l i s h , t h e y s o o n cease to write, for 

why write , if the m a n u s c r i p t s h a v e got to g o into a drawer? If they do write , 

i n s t e a d of under t a k i n g m a j o r t a sks w h i c h would be monumental pieces of s c h o l a r s h i p ,

they writete 1 ittle pape r s , for which there is some hope of securing p u b l i c a t i o n .

Despitete the b a c k s e t in Germany during the w a r , German scholars are at this time 

ab l e t o publish m u c h r.:ore freely a n d a d e q u a t e l y t h an the scholars of any other country .

P r o f e s s o r M o o r e - as to secondary and college teacher . The m e n g e t places

too e a r l y The demand.. 'lu for t e a c h e r s in the increasing number of secondary sci1ools 

is so great, and the initial s a l a r y (usually $2500 o r $ 3 0 0 0 so g o o d compared with 

college salaries that !llen t a k e t h e s e places and thus abbr eviate their training . The 

college teachers g e t ti n g inadequate salaries are in effect part-time men . 

R e s e a r c h is hampered by the excessive b u r d e n of teaching, that is, the number 

of students, the numbers o f hours of teaching , the number of subjects . The men want

to teach.•• They en j o y it . It is ha r d to g e t t h e m to g i v e any o f it u p . ( M a n l y

disagrees . ) The o lder they are, the w o r s e

Lack of m e a n s ; nc secretaries ; no le isure; no adequa te facilities for 

publication. There is, in his j u d g m e n t t, no lack of intellectual interest and 

creative ability, b u t w h a t ' s the u se?

Professor Manly: Teachers m u s t be improved by better work at the top.• 

.All were clear that you couldn ' t make a. really ood h i g h scnool o r college teacher 

except out of a man who had felt the s )ur of adventure t ha t comes w ith doing a n

original job and thatt , if men g o t this thrill, they w o u l d soon learn to study a n d
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face what ~ problems they r:iet in the seconc.lbry schot,ls und. colleges . Tr.ey had 

under existing circumstances to adaot themselves to tbe material the.t ce.me to them, 

much of it poorly train.ed. :8'..1t t~e ro&l way to a.o it \.us to make them enthusiastic 

scholars uurtly at least t •• rough narticbution in creative work. 

No uifr'iculty in Chicago in getting the reul research men to reduce time 

Civen "tO teaching . The difficulty is to reduce the schcClule , because the students 

need the teachers , but the thing could bo done if assistants were ~rovidea.. At 

Chica•;o the main d.ifficul ty is due to the A.!' . degree . So much machinery is 

involved in getting it ana so ~ny eonle have to have it t o get teaching ~osts. 

•r-r.e A.~{. degree is a sort of minor .1. • • 1 . c!.egr ee, requires high graa.es . S!nall r>rouus 

of teac~ers must give exmainations, examine theses . To get leisure for the rnen , 

they would hc.ve to chc~nge the 'I. .A . dear ee , v.nich is now the ""ain qualification for 

a seco~~·y teacner. 

Another C1.ifficulty in Ar:lerica, in so far as cultivating reseerch is concer ned , 

is the absence of ~uscripts and r<:1re 'books trom libraries . Men have to 0 0 abroad 

to fincl these, and they haven ' t t'he means or the time . T:.is also has its effects 

in forcing rren to select tLle ~inor to'Oics !'or resesrc.1 . They •• aven1 t the facilities 

for ~D0ef:l!lg in :najor ones , q1i.l..te a side from the nublication probler:l . 

Professor Lowes held that there is a difference ·oetween science and the 

huraani ties . His point w~s not clear to me , and I :nean to m·i te hi!!! and ask him to 

e>::plain it rr.ore fully . 

Profeasor HcCren: Humanistic studies diffe1· from scientific studies in 

this resnect . Tlle pest accumu::.ations , t'h.e traa.itio';ls fil"!. the horizon because they 

ure so i.'llposing . Crcanized ! .. a.terial is so ~reo.t that the s::udent ho.s the :feel in; 

thc ... t it will take hi;:-: much lonrer to get to the point where he can be in to creo.te . 

In science the future beckons ver~r soon, so that it is rr.ore attractive from the stand-

point of adventUl·e. As matter of f. ct , it is not true tr~t there ie more novelty 

in science thun in the humunistic fiela. . The 11hole ·.wucnistic field. neea.s workintJ< 
< 
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over and h. rich in surprises, as Breasted' s ,,orl: in Bgypt shows, 'but t!:e jou.:ne men 

are not made to feel this early enough. 

The social sciences, like the uhyaical sciences , are new and unorganized. 

Of course much of their research is cla'!'>trau, but that the student doesn1 t find. out 

until later . 

Doctor Fr.7nk : His students in Ron:e said that t'hey r~d to get aw;;-oy from 

America. or they V'Ould surrender . '!'hey z:r1.1st eet away auri!lg their .:·ormo.tive 1ar.:.od 

to a cou11try ~/here ,cJrt ana. literature are vnlued as r-.l•e the men who are doing them. 

,;e cannot control these e;enerel conditions \lhich r..a.ke for science and t'he ~ocial 

sciences and ugainst the humanistic sciences, but we muct ~o something to ticie it over 

by improvil"..g opportunities in tne hu!nan.isr.ic field ar.d getting lar.;er numbers intereFted , 

by enabling ther.-1 to 1')articiT)ate in creative r.ork ana by er...abline; t?:.em to snend some 

time in classical countries . 

In resnect to creative schola1•shin A.'llerica , the richest country in the 

-orld, has done hardly 1/I!..D o:· 1/50 .:..s nrl.lch ns Gert!'.a.ny. 'l'iho.t an opport"J.!lityl 

Professor Moore in answer to my question as to whether there is "' reservoir 

of students to -'O drai·.n uT>on by either science or the humanities said that the real 

conflict is between htw •• ".mities and :.msiness, to some extent only between imw(.t.nities 

~na the sciences . Deans and "OCirents '?US!! their students into business or lE·W on 

the eround.. that therG is no future in the hu'!lanities . 

Professor Young : In h is opinion, the most serious discouragement \7ith &11 

kinds of rE~ifications is the di:ficulty of uublication. The Unive:-sity of lrisconsin 

That little fund ~es made an enor~ous ~i:ference. 

Lack of opportunity for p:;.·inting is the r.'lost discouraging fe<).ture and in ais~om·nging 

men to l70rk di.scourut::es others to 0 0 into the \ ork .&nd ~teeps scaola::-ship at a :o,'ler 

ebb than it aaserves . 

Out of this discussion of the -nroblem of nubl ications comes the necessity 

of an inouiry ~s to the nwnber of journals, their sources of su•Jport , and ryarticuJ.n.rly 



the siturtion a~d nolicy of univer sity Qresses . 

Professor Showel"'!la.~: The ur~a.ration for the career of classicist , 

involYint; the .astery of t;;o old laUf:'ll,eges and one or t'\70 rr.vde:-n la.llo""UagCS, is a 

very heavy burnen . ~esides travel is an essenti~l part of the oreparation of a 
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classicist . See ho-.1 lli'..tch rno1·c C.ifficul t t!lis is than the "Jrep?-I"a.tion of a uhysicist 

or c chemist . Aaditiollal difficulty - shortage of art and nrchaeolor,ical collections 

in un i Yer sit i e s und cities us com:oar ed with Etu·o 'Je • 

such specimens as can be o"bt •. inec. . 

There isn ' t even s~ace for 

Professor Robinson points out th.:'l. t the O' portunities fol' cons tructive 

sl:hol\.1l'shin in Persia Dnd Asia Hiner have h[;l"dly been touched and thc;.t the v:hole 

history of hu."'lani ty 1:ill have to be rev:ri tten in the lieht of exca-vation and new 

interuretation . Not only must these objects be excuvated, they must be nnotogrenhed 

.:md re"JroducoC. ( m:: :Br easted is doing) in order to be O.Vi:iilable elserihere then on the 

spot . In his o.,.,inion, in the discover y throuch excavation there is as much thrill 

and opportunity ar. there is in ci.iscover y end science . Tile s1ade is as ;oo~ as 

the micro scope ond has c: s much to revec.l . Consiaer, for exaitl)le , l!anly1 s Chaucer 

and the work he is o.tten:ptin!:' fo r the first time in studying mt>nusc:~.·bts. 

nore trained men to eXt)loit the o;_.roort1Ulity. 

l1e need 

Professor Euck: 1Ve need. c!1airs for br· nc~'es for Which there is little 

demcnd nhethel' thero are stu.C.ents or not . Univerait:,- ad.1Uinistrato1·s look at the 

nu."Uber of students before they decide vhether they can erect a chair . The result 

is that·r.e don' t possess the chairs nor have men been trained. to take the Chairs, 

!lO\ falling vacant - ""'loor.1fielcl, Harner (Hebre\7 at CnicaJ o) . Ue need reore university 

nresic.cnts who will do what Harner o.ic.. . .,'hen the University of Chica o . us proposed, 

he )icked o"J.t l3rec.ste<i at Yale , told him to ·O to :Berlin to 1·eparc himself for a 

'Professorship in ee;;mt olo.;y, fer thera would be ll job wai tin"" for him. !...1a.eed when 

the University was cr eated, :Breastec was ready for it , but practically nothing has 

been a.one in 1·ec<:mt years in the hu..-nanities on this scale or in this manne1·. The 

hu.'11~\llists have !:leen discourared and U!1£iGgressive . Corpol'aUons e.nd presidents 
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have been nursued by the scientistn and the doctors with the result that no 

aggressive ~olic. has been followed in eettinr, funds , in training men, or in 

attractin.e:: men to the hu."llUllitie~. This ia the general .knerican tendency to itnore 

the humonities ~nd it has been a.llorred by the universities to have its way. 

Professor Bonner : Uichigan han ecquired through the rift of the Regents 

4 , 000 pauyri which the staff are engaged in studying . 

Professor Poore : The Hc:'Vill'd studies in the clc.ssics survive through 

enuu.ally pas sing the hat . Publishers concern themselves either with advanced 

textbooks or abbreviated ~rticles. Cannot find w~ys of 7~blishing books on l~rge 

subjects . l~blishers will not invest as they ITill in Ge~any. Universities are 

not interested. 

General Reflections 

The university authorities neve been at)nthetic . The huT.anists have been 

unag;:ressive . The rr.ain tide of American interest is swept in other directions . 

None the less trtere is an eager , able , a.evoted and active gro1.'lt> of men who, if 

orc;cnizea, would be he~·tened a.Y}d uocld bring nressure to bear U!JOD the acad.emic 

uuthori ties which ''ould tend to right the ballmcc rrnd to do sometbinp; to r:ithstanci 

the narrow scientific and tho rraterialistic trend in A"'ner:.ca. 

r:o member of this rou""O , tl:our.h they represent the top g:t·ouu in the 

leaQing universities, g~ts a livi~~ salary. To ~Y auestion as to whether anyone 

could live on hie sala:-y the:·e nas just simply en c-u.t::.-irht la.u .'l . Doctor Ccnps 

said thnt there had been a slurno in the stanar..rd of living and working on account 

of the insQe~cy of salaries and that men were simply forced into the position 

of "Jsrt- til:le men. To b~ sure, ~ost lawyers end doctors make scall inco~es, but 

there are !n the professions ori:es enourh to constitute en incentive , and the 

great men ~in the prizes . Ree, rdless of subject , the Genernl Education ~onrd 

to 
ou ht , in my O'linion, jcouncrate. ith institutions uot only to raise the r:eneral 
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level of salaries but to establish in every institution a consid.er<...ble nu.m'bax· of 

hi'""h- salaried ;Josts not attLC'.hed to any chair but to be given to distinguished. 

scholars ~~n scientists, not omitting the scholar~. 

!.!any of the "'roblems a.iscussed \7ere purely educt~tional pl'oble~s: the 

Ph. D. dee;ree , the A.M . degree, the trainin~ of teachers . These problems ct.n be 
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solved only by the institution. The General Education Board c~n do nothi1~, though 

it ruight conceivably finance an inquiry or co~ference. In respect to the gener al 

uni-versity attitude and problem of salaries, the "Oress , mblication , fcllowsh.tpa , 

grants , the General .&a.ucation Eo ':Id could coBoerate with the university os it 

co8perated \7ith Princeton in science and os it coijoerates in meaicine , nrovided the 

humanistic rrou? can get together, mature a ~rogr~m, and Fet the aid end su9port of 

the uniYersity corpo~·at ion. 

~1e General Education ~oard cannot judge nrojects , and it is not easy to 

set uu a cor .... ittee which \7ill judge them welL The UetioJ.al Aca.d.ell'.y of Sciences 

::.nd. the Nation<:~l Research Council renresent in science u. kind of machinery for the 

recog:1ition of ;·orth, for t~c aclmirdstJ·etion of coBperative enter:orises, which does 

not exist in the field of t~e ~ities. T'c.e Council of !.ea::.'l'led Societies will 

o.o somethillf;, m::..t it is u federation '7ith neak:nes~·es inherent therein . Could the 

Hotional Acc,c.emy of Sciences be e;-.tend.ed or ~ parallel aca.d.emy be created? That 

oue stion etrouoed g,reat interest . If c.one, it \:oulu give these rr.en a focus nnd 

center wnich they do not 'ossess . Thoy have lots of societies but, in their 

opinion, not too many, but they are all un1~own, 1!ru·ecotnized. Sentiment was 

uncnimous in !avor of improving ~he classical schools at Athens on~ Ro~e. r~d 

Breasted commen~ed hiLhly the school at Jerusalem. 

I 11as struck 't>y the hiP..:h guGJ.ity a.l'l.d. fiue spirit of the men on the 

one hancl , as I lias by their intellectual and suiri tut l houelessness on the ~thcr. 

It ne:s patnetic to hear them, one fter unotner, say to me orivately that this 

vms the first t irne in their 1 i ves that o.nybody had turned a syr;Mathet ic ear to 

them or had invited them to talk out . ~tmerica is not or·anized eo a~ to 
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st~mu.late then1 to ~&l.:lke der.!a!lds . Universi tics have oasneo. ther:-. by o1· shoved. thc:n 

to 0110 side r;i th the exce-:>t ic!l ~n recent yeo·s of Ht:.r-oer ana. Gillllbll . They 'have 

acce 1ted tl.is k~nd df tre~tnent. ?o~ the fi~st time , so they said at this ~eeting. 

someb9Jy asked them 'hat they needec. and O"?encc1 thcil· eyee to the nossibility th::.t 

they :11it;ht e-;et 60!:!8 thi'nb ii' t!.ey •. .ade an effort . 
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