MEMORAND UM Ji"/

ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF HUMANISTIC STUDIZS

General Grant was the firgt of the greai leaders of the
@ivil war to discern that Bast and Vest together formed one great
frod . Ve meed soue such gweeping and penetrating gliupges in university
development at the present daye It is the lask of such breadth on the
humanigtic side, and of historical miniedness among the natural scientists,
which have produced the modern cleavage betwsen the natural sciences and
the so-called humanities. Insofar as the naturel scionces deel wita
nistorical sequences; as do asironemy, geclogy or paleomnitology, theyare
simply investigating earlier stages of the same process with which the
historian of men is concerned. BSimilerly, and with equally unfortunate
results, the exigencics of teaching havé resulted in cutiing up, souweiimes
into three or even four seguments, an ancient or even a moderm culiure,
which should be studied as a whole. The Greek language is taught by cne
department, Creek history and political development by a.nothor.) Greek art
by a third, snd Greek thought perhaps by a fourth. The inevitable result
is isolation of effort and mutilation of that symuetrical development of
Greek civilization, a vision of which ag a whole should be im the mind
of every investigator working in the field of Greek culture. It is
obvious that the students who hear such courses on these various subjecis
never piece together the fragments which they cerry away.

From mo merit of its own, but solely as a result of
financial comsiderations in a university budget, the oriental

civilizations as represented by the Department of Oriemtal L guages
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have escaped this kind of dissection and mutilation. If any courses
on sncient oriental history were to be given they had to be given by
wembers of the Department. The same was true of art, literature and

thougat. The result has been striking and doubtless important. Vhile
it still continues to teach oriental languages, the Department Res

been essentially transformed into an agency for the study of g whole
group of emcient civilizations, and every one of ithese civilizations
has been studied as a whole. It has been the effort of the Iepartment,
furthermore, to correlate this group of civilizetions into a great
oriental culture complex, or, to alter the figure, into a unified
streas of onflowing human development which later passed over into
Ruropes We have gained conceptions of man advancing, not oaly netionally,
but as a whole, a kind of progress of humanity, and this coalesceuce of
a whole group of ancient cultures has been a proﬁeaa which has taken
place, not oaly in our own minds, but has been discernible es a histori-
cal process actually going on in the ancient world, which, naving passed
through ome oriental empire after another, culminated in the vast organi-
zation of the iloman Empire.

A gift from Mr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., in 1919, enabled the
Trustees o approve the organization of the Oriental Institute. A new
gtage of our departmental development then began. The members of the
Department were mobilized and transformed into a research staff. They
were augmented by a considerable group of editors, field directors, and
researcih assistants, not mewbers of the Department, nor having any

teaching duties. The verious staffs now number forty-three people and

e g
are carrying on a series of ten or twelve leading researca projects,
—_— . —

gix of which are operating in the ancient Near Zast, although the




Oriental Institute has its adminisirative center on the campus of the

University of Chicagoe
Method and purpose are iuseparably bound together in this

organization. Our wethod involves & series of stages: first, by
actual excavation, exploration, or other operations on the spot; to
find and recover ancient and hitherto unkunown original sources;

seconc, t0 preserve such sources in adequate copies and fac-gimiles;
third, to stuuy these sources individually and then in their relations
with each others These thr;i stages lead directly to the realization
of our purpose, which is to touch man at the earliest discernible point
in hig career as he emerges from the geological ages, and o follow him
tarough successive stages of advancement, like the appearance of written
docum#nts. the emergence of the earliest civilized societies, and the
creation of a whole series of great civilizations upoa which tae later
civilized development of Zurcpe was built up. It is intended that these
researches shall contribute 1o tﬁe understanding of humen life by fure
nishing a fuller knowledge of the stages aal tae processes of the loug
developuent by which we have become what we are. Bventually the work
of the Oriental ILustitute will culminate in a history of eililization
which shall resch backward to the earliest stages of human development
and forward to the betier known epochs of Ruropean historys

One of the most inspiring and ingtructive things in the short

nistory of the Oriental Institute has been ithe influence which it has
exerted upou the younger members of the staff who have been nttnnhoﬁ
often in a merely clerical cepacity. These young people, assoclating
from day to cay with the scientific assistants, have gradually gained
an iuterest in the subject matter of the researches going on, and they

heve undertaken, on taeir own desire, to equip themselves profegsionally




for the continuance of such studies. The funds and research projects
of the Institute have furnished posts for such young pecple and our
researches are manned to no small extent with young doctors and other
students of our own departments This experience of the last few years
is in very marked conirest with the earlier history of the Departument
of Oriemtal Languages. The older men in this department are now
surrounded with an eager group of young investigators, whereas we used
to work with very scanty numbers and with no hope that we could ever
supply such young students as we had, with posts which would furnish

them living salaries.

In prepering plans for the general development of humanistic
studies at the University of Chicago, the oxp;rionce of the Department
of Oriental Languages and the Oriental Ingtitute may be instructive.

A number of obvious counclusions stand forth at once. Ve caunnot develop
the work of the humanistic departments in any university by setting up
a random list of research projects, as might be done, for exaumple, in
Creek civilization, if the Depariment oﬂbroak were to begin researches
in languege, the Depariment of History investigations in the Greek
wars, and the Department ar}ut. a study of the architecture of the
Parthenon. Obvious as these remarks may be they serve to disengage
wore clearly the fundamental question which must be auswered before
guccessful plans for the development of humesnistic gtudies in a great
university can be draughted. This fundamental question is as followss
Vhat, in general terus, or in a single comprenensive term, ig the
gubject matter of humanistic research! And if this question cannot
be snswered in terme that may be reflected in an effective and
practical organization, are we then coudemned to such a geries of dis~
commected researches as those just suggested in the field of Greek

culture?




It seems to the writer that the backbone of humanistic
studies in a great university must necessarily be the history of wman,
and a prograu of researca in the humanigtic field must be based
upon a recognition of this fact.

Granting that the historical development of man is the
backbone of any organization of humanistic studies, we are thereupon
confronted with th; further question: Vhat are the outuf;nﬁing
elements of progress and development in the human career which demand
investigation! This question was long ago decided by the traditional
historians in their acceptance of congtitutional and pelitical
development as the real substance of human history, and every one
recalls Freoman's definition of history as "past politics". It is
obvious that this absurdly ingufficient point of view has long been
abandoned «

If we look about us today and glance back across ithe last
three centuries, there is one outstanding development which has
trangforaed human life, and has done so more fundamentally than any
other force that has ever operated im human history. This transiorming
power has been man'’s growing command of natural forces, gained by advances
in natural science. This revolution, which has given mankind a power
such as even the present generation could never have foreseen, is ihe
greatest subject im the study of history. The development of the mind
of man as evidenced in this growing control of natural forces is the
transcendant thing in the human career. In view of the fact, however,
that the subject matter of natural science is sc far removed from the
field of the traditional historian, he has failed to discern thal the
history of science, nevertheless does fall within the domain of the

historian. No good history of science, whether ancieut or modern,




exigtss for the simple reason that this field has been alucst eutirely
ignored by the historians and has excited litile interest on the part
of the natural sclentists theuselves.

The history of science, furthermore, involves us in a study
and consideration of the resulting fundemenial changes in human life,~--
intellectual, social, industrial, comuercial, economic, hygleuic,
medical y-- changes which penetrate deep intc the wihcle structure of
‘man's life, and have grown directly out of his new knowledge of nature
It will be sesen, then, that in organizing humanistic research in any
' greet university the core of the organization must inevitably be the study
of history, and the chief substance of that study should at present be
the investigation of the history of science.

As a matter of practicel organization, a Historical Institute
snder the right kind of a director might undertake a-carefully organize
geries of researches in the history of science from the carlisst times
$o the present day. A long line of researches devoted to special periods
and peoples might be articulated with the general plen. The later stages
of thess investigations would unavoeldebly be iavolved in the imporiant
changes in humen society to which we have referred above, as having re-
gulted from adveuces in sciencej such things as the Industrial Revolution,
rapid transit and the rapid trausmigsion of informations

It is obvious that the plans and announcements of suci an
institute must be, not only seiemtifically sound, but also of a charec-
ter which will effectively appeal to modern practical men as worihy of
Iinannial support. The Historicel Ingtitute might expect wide spread
public interest in response to an announcement of its purpose to pro-

duce a great History of Sclence, while the fact that its plans included




full consideration of all the modern social implications of the advance
of science would appeal strongly to practical memn.

Parallol with this series of researcies in the Higtory of
Science there should be placed mnother such series coucernsd with the
investigation of the developmeni of the human wind, the unfolding epirit
of mane This geries of rescarches would employ the philosophers and
psychologists on the onme hand, and the students of art, arcaitecture,
and literature om the other, while the philologists would be involved
in the work of both the ingtitutes suggested above. There are whole
stages in thg development of the human mind, of which the only surviving
evidence is language, wiere only the philclogist can disengage it.
Tiaile the raanurchéa of the Historical Iustitute ﬁight well be devoted
chiefly to the History of Science, the cther institute would include all
manifestations of the human spirit, the expanding life of man as a wholee

Here again we might expeet iucreased educational power, and
& vars popular response 0 an amnnouncement that an ingtitute would be
organiged for a study of the history of the mind of man. Not least among
tho consequences of such a plan would be the opportunity for developing
an Art Department, which might become the leading Depariment of the
History of Art in the country. The researches of guch an institu e might
become & center of cultural influence affecting the whele counirys

It will be seen that this memorandum is suggestiag the
organization of at least iwo humanistic institutes, both of which are
$0 do their work in the historical spirit. One might be termed the
Historical Institute, to be chiefly, but not exclusively, occupied with
researches comtributory to a history of science; the other might be
called the "Humenistic Institute”, its researches to be concerned es-

pecially with the spiritual development of wan as suggested above.




Both of these institutes would, as already iutimated, include
in their organization some of the members of the language depariments,
and the later phases of the history of scieace, as noted above, would
involve the gorvices of students inm the other social scicuces, economics,
sociology, political science, etc. The organizations could easily be sc
planned end so amuounced that other departments need not feel that they
were being ignored or gecrificed for the development of the MHistory De-
pertment. It might be useful to organize a thiré institute which couid
be called the Sccial Institute, the work of which would be the investi-
gation of man's present day behavior, his atiempis at social conirol,
nis governmenial and social problems, and all thuse organized efforts
of humanity for social undergtanding or betterment.

It should be understood st this point, that by means of
scientific assistentships attached to their learned academies, and by '
seans alsv of specialized professorships in the universities, Germany
has long supported lines of humanistic research, only sligatly or even
uot at all represemted anywhere in America, such as Indology, Sinology,
Slavic, Celtic, and Byseantine studies, Gemeral Lingulstics and Coupara=
tive Pailology. The development of tae proposed ingtitutes should not
only fill these important gaps, bui also contribute to make a scientific
career along humanistic linee finmancially feasible for gifted young men
throughout the country. The quality of our new recruits in humanistic
gtudies is declining, end is now noticeably lower than it was a gener-
ation agos This is a serious situation which the establishment of these

ingtitd es might aid to remedy.

Some of the practical implicetions imvolved in the above

suggestions should be noted in conclusion. In the first place the



personell requirements would involve a large iucrease in budget ex-
penses. ULach institute would obviously be under a director, while
under him a ripe and experienced investigator with some adminigirative
ability should be given ehargn of each major researcha project. It
would be necessary to leave these leaders antiraly.troe from all
teaching duties. Nach of these men should be able to select a group
of junior investigators and should have the disposition of & sufficient
budget to enable them from time to time to draw in promising graduate
students as neophytes in the iietitnt e staffs, or even to employ in
geuni-clerical tesks more mature undergraduates whe may eventually be
interested to adopt a research career. |

In planning a new history bullding, there should be included
rooms and offices and practical arrangements for historical researci,
with dirk rooms and & photostat equipment for the duplication of
of manuscripts. Sub-gtaffs and extensive filing rooms for the encycle~
podic organization of card catalogues covering witole areas of researca ‘
would necessarily be available; involving modera filing furniture for
photographs of manuscripis, and the filing of large bodiss of docu~
mentse Lveantually each ingtitute would need its owm building.

The budget should include liberal sums for iravelling expenses
g0 that members of the ingtitutes might go to Europa'whanavcr necessary
for study in Buropean libraries and other institutes, or even for
temporary residence in Zurope for the purpose of studying gocial or
scientific developments at first hand.

The work of all these ingtitutes should be given a voice;
at frequent intervaels it saould issue atiractively illustrated bulletins,

announcing plens, progress or results. These bulletins should be made
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interesting reading for the average man, and they should gradually
contribute to build up a real amd permanent bond of im erest and
sympatiny between the public end the University. They should con-
tribute to raise the level of intelligence and culture all over the
country. The ultimate output should be the sources, documents, iun-
vestigations and results, in technical form, which should of course also
be published in full. These would be blocks of indispensable materials
building up a new body of fact, upon which to stand as upon a new and
higher view point from which to look out over the human career.

These publishing activities of the institutes would require
a special editoriasl office and the entire time of an editor with a
secretary or two, and a group of stenographers. A liberal budget for
this work, and especially to furnigh subventions for publications not

commercially feasible, siould be provided.
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