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Oil THE DEV.GLOPUENT O~' HIJ'JAIUS'i'IC ST:Jl I 'I3 

Gonoral Grant ~s the firnt of tho grea.t lenders of the 

Civil war to a.iaccrn tr..c.t ' ct and \"eat togother for::.aod ono grec.t 

tro1t • \.e ueed Dome such smteping and penotratin~ gl.i.upoes in university 

devolop~ent ut the prooent clay. It is tho lB$k ot ouch breadth on the 

hl.lmaniatic side ,. and of historical Llin canoss o.mon.:.; the r.aturo.l scientists , 

which hu.vo produced the modern cleavage bet~oo.u the XJ.O.tu~al sciences and 

the so-called hwr.ru.i tieo. Insof~.r o.s the Wltt.,rttl scioncor; deld liith 

nistorical sequences , as do astronomy , ~eoloCY or paleontology, theyare 

simply inveatigo.ting earlier st~o:J of tho 13a1JO procosc; uith \:hich the 

hiotorian of ~ io concerned. Similarly , and '\7ith equnll; unfortu:tate 

rea11lts , tho oxigcncio3 of toachin~ have resulted in cutting up, somotices 

into three or ev~n four aegmonts , r~ ancient or even a modern calture , 

\rllich ohould bo studied aa a wbolo. T'ne Grcok lan~e is tau.:;ht by one 

departoont, Greo~ hia~ory end political develcpmaut by er.otl~r, Greek art 

by a third , e.nd C1·eok thou..,ht porJJ.(l.lJS by a fom·th. The inevitable result 

is il.lolntion of off ort end m.ttila.t ior1 or that aym:.Jotrical development of 

Greok civilization, ::1 vieion o! mich e.a a '!:Whole should be U: 'the ll!ind 

of ev~ry inveatizator ~or~g in the field ot Greek eulturo. It io 

obvious that the etu:dents r.ho hee.!" cuch courGeo on those various aublocte 

never piece togot~r tha fragments hich they cerry a'liay. 

Froo no mer:~ of its o~. but oololy as a rooult of 

financial considerations in e univoroity budget , tho oriental 

civilizutiono as rsproaonted b] tho r'epart4lont of Oriental Lellguagos 



have eocnped this kind or disseetien un mutilation . rr any coureeo 

on ancient oriental hiotory were to be given they h to bo given by 

!Decbero of tho Department. The same ue tr e or art , literature and 
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thougnt. 1'ho reaul t ho.o been striking tll"ld cloubtleos important. \ hile 

it still continues to teach oriental languages , the Departoent hc3 

been essentially transformed into an agency for tho study ot· a 1'7hole 

group of ancient civilizations , anrl every ono or these civilizations 

has been studied as a whole . It ~s boon the effort of the epartmont , 

furthermore • to correlate this group of civilizationo into a great 

oriental cu1ture co~pleA, or , to alter t1e figure , into a unified 

stre~ or onflovinz human development ~hich later passed over into 

Eilrope . \\e :lave gained cc~ceptiona of nan Qlivancinc, not oilly nationally , 

bu~ aa a whole , a ltind oi' ,r-rogroos of humanity , and this coaleocence of 

a wllolc group of ancieLt c lturee hru; been a process which has taken 

place , not oilly in our own mines , but hua been discernible as a histori-

cal process actually going on in the encient world , which, having paos ed 

t1rough one oriental ompire after another , culminated in the vast orgeni-

zation of the , oman Empire . 

A gift f1·om c • John D. Rockefeller , Jr ., in 1919 , enabled the 

Trustees to approve tho organiza.tion or the Oriental Inati tute . A ne 

stage or our dopart 1ental development thon began . The members of the 

Deportment wero tJobil ized a..."ld tranaforcod into a research staff · They 

wor e au monted by a oonaiderablo group of editors , fiel~ directors , ru1d 

research aaalotants , not me hera of the Department , nor having any 

teachin8 duties . 'l'hc various ataffs nou number forty - three peoplo and 

ure carrying on a soriea of ten or twelve leading researcn projcc~a, 

six of ~.hich u.re operating in the ancient Near .East , o.l though the 



Oriental Institute bas its admi . .iotrativo center on the ca!ilpus of the 

University o! Chicago. 

~othod nnd purpose nre - separably bounu togethor in this 

organization. Onr oethod involves & oories u! stages: firat , by 

actual excavation, exploration, or othor oporat1ono on the spot , to 

find and recover ancient and hitherto unkno original sou~ces; 

aecona, to preserve such souroeo in adequato copies ana fac - 3imilea; 

third , to atuuy these sourceo individually und then in thoir relationa 

with each O't 1er . These three ::stagoa lend dit--eotly to the realization 
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of o11r purpoee , hich is to tou.ch !Jla."l at tile oa.rlieat discernible point 

in his career as ho emerges fro;n tno geolor;ical a~es, and to r ollow him 

tnrouz.t e11cc essive otages or a'lvanc a :!'lent , lil:o the o.ppearanco of vr i tten 

documents , the e=.argence of tho oarliaat civiliaou societies , and tho 

creation of a whole ~erieo of groat civilizations upon .1ich t. later 

civilized develop~nt of ~urope ~o built up. It is intended that those 

~esoarchea shall contribute to the ~~e·st~~ding of haman liie by iur• 

niehing a i'~Aller knO\i'ledgo o! tbe eta e~ and tne p1·oce:Jaes of the lo .. g 

development by ,,hich v;e he.vc beco 9 l hat .o are. Eventually the \tork 

of tho Oriental Institute will culminate in n history of aililizatio:ri 

which shall reach bac~ard to the earlieat stages of human develv~:n.J.cnt 

and fono.rd to the better kno\'.71 opocha of European hi3·tory . 

One of the noat inspiring ana inotructive thin>s in the abort 

history of t.e Oriental Inotitute hao boen tho in!luonco nhich it hao 

exerted upon tho younver mo~~ra of the staff who have been attached 

often in a cerely clerical capacity. rheso you~ poople , asoociat~ng 

frou a.y to ay wi'th the scientific aooistar•ts , hnve grac ~ally gained 

an intereet in the csubject matter of tho reaoarches going on , end they 

he.'lo undertaken, on -t11eir ot.-n deairo . to equip t nuaselvea professionally 



for the continuance of au.ch stJ.diea. Tho fundo and rcaoo.rch projects 

or the Institute have furniohod poets for such younz people nnd our 

reoearches w·e r.Jannod. to no uQall extent vith young doctora 3lld other 

students of our otm dopartcent. ':'dis exporienco of t e lust ten years 

is in very marked contrast ith tho earlior hintory of ~~o DepartQont 

or Oriental Languages. The 'Jlder men in thiu department are nov: 

surrounded with an oo,eer group of youne investigatoru , whereas wo uaed 

to WOl•k 'oli th Ve1·y UCtllsty numbers ancl With no hope that 1fE:l C OUl< OVer 

supply uuch younz etudo~ts as ~o ha4 , ~th posts ~hich ~oula !urniah 

them living salnrieo. 

In prepm-ing ple.ns for the general clevolopment of hun-.anistic 

s~udioo at the tJnivoraity of Chicago . the experience of the Deportmo11t 

of Oriental Lw1~uagos and tha Orient~l Institute may be instructive . 

A uumbe.: of obvious cot elusions eto.nd t ort!1 at one e. \:e Cl1J1not develop 

th\l v.ork of the huma11iotic depnrtmento in any university by setting :.tp 

a randor:1 liet of research pl·ojecto, as mignt bo \lO!le , for exw.tplo , in 

Greek civilization, it the Department otpreek ~ere to begin reeeurchos 

in la-"'lc;uu.ge , tha Dei>artmeut of His tory iuveotigationc in the Gree!t 

wars , an tne Depa.rtC~Gnt otju .. , a study of the arctlitecture of the 

Parthenon. Obvious as theae remarks may be they serve to disengage 

!Aore clearly tho rund.n.uental question \:hich must be auswored before 

saccesoful plans for tho development of humanistic studies in a groat 

university can be uraughtecl. ?hio flllldo.mentul question io as foliot;e s 

01at , in general teres , or in a ain~le comprcnenGive tero, io the 

aubject matter of hu Janiatic reeoo.rcht And if this question connot 

be answered in terce ·bhe.t ma.y bo reflectea in an effective and 

practical organization , are ~o then coademned to such a series of eio-

c<mnocted researcnoa aa those just oa~geeted in tho field of Greok 

culture! 



It seoma to the writer that tho backbone ot humanistic 

studios in a great university must nocoscnrily be the history of ruau , 

and a procr~ of research in the humnniotic fiol must be ba3ed 

upon n rocognition of this fact . 

Grantint; that tho historical develo. mont of man io the 

backbone of o.ny organization o! huco.nintic stu iee , we are thereupon 

co11t'rontod \"i th tho rurth&r qt.1eotion a '\'.u~t are tho outstanding 

elementn ot progress and developlllOn·t in the human career which demar.&d 

lnveatigationt Thio question \'la8 long ago decided by the traditional 

hiotorians in their acceptance oi' constitutionlll and political 

development o.s the reel eubata.'lce of hu.nul.n hiatory , and every one 

recnlls I•'reeman•s c:.efinition of hioto1·y no "past ,politics" • It is 

ObViOU9 that this abon•dly insufficient point of vie has long boon 

abandoned. 

If ue look about ua today ond glnnce back across the last 

three cont1.1r1oa , :;hero ia ono outatanuinc dovelop .. lent ~hich has 

tranal'or...Jed hi.U:la.llliie , and has dono so .oro tundnme.1t lly tnan any 
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other forco tllat haS ever operated in hamnn history. This transformin~ 

powor hao been l!llll1 1 a grol'd.ng c oaw.and of natural 1' orcea , gninou by aavanceo 

in natural science. Tnio revolution , which has given ~~kina a power 

such as even the presen~ generation could novor have foreseen , is the 

erea~est ~ubject in tne study of history. TAo development of the mind 

of man as evidenced in this gro~ng control of natural iorees is the 

tranacondant thinz in tne human career . In vie or the !act , h~ever, 

that the subject ~tter of natural science ie so far reooved from the 

field or tno traditional historian , he ho.o tailed to discern that the 

history oi ucience , nevertheless does fall within the aomain of the 

historian. I!o good history of acie11ce , whether ancirH!.t or modern , 



exiataJ for the simple reaoon that this fielci has boen alooat entirel y 

igno1·ed by the historians and imrJ excited little intel'est on the part 

of the natural scicntiato the avlvoa. 
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The histo1·y of ocience , !urthormore , involves us in a study 

ll.Dd conoideration of tho rosu.lting runda.~nta.l chunces in huown lifo , .. -

intellecliual , oocial , in wGtrinl , com;;wrcio.J. , acono.cic , hygionic , 

oodical ,-- changea • icb ponotrc.to doop into tho '\lih ... lo str ... cliure of 

man ' s life , ~~ have gro~ directly out of his ne~ kno~ledge of nature . 

It will be ooen , tl'lcm , thut in organizing humanistic reoearch in any 

great univeroity tho core of the organizaticn uaot inevitably bo the stwdy 

of history , ~~d the chief aubstanco of that st~dy should at present be 

the inve3tigation of the history of science. 

Aa u matter of pract;.co.J. orga:Uzo.tion·, a HiatoricBl Institute 

untier tho right kina of n director might u.ndertako n ca.ref11lly organize 

sari sa of l'aaen.rcheo in tho hiatory of ec ionce 1'rom the oa.rlieat times 

to the presont day. 1. long line of 1·asearchoa devoted to special 1Jorlods 

c.nd peoplea .cignt be articulated with t e general plan. The later stages 

of these investigations uould unavoi ably be involved in t1e import:mt 

cho.ngoo in hw;w.n uociety to -uhioll we have l.'efei'l·ed above . ao haylng re-

sulted from advc.r.cea ir. ocience; ouch thingo as tho !uduotrial P.ovol l4tion • 

• ·apid transit and the ~o.pid tramJuiesion of information. 

It is obvious that the plans and anuounceroents or Ol.lcn an 

institute m~at be , not only scientifically sound , b t also of a c~~ao-

ter which \rlll effectively c.ppoal to ~dorn practical men as ,orthy of 

financial support . Tne Historice~ Institute might ox!)ect wide spread 

public intoruat in rooponuo to an annoancoment ot ito purpose to pro-

duce n great Hisvo~y ot Science , hilo the fact that ito ~lana includod 
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full consideration of all th.o JJodern social implication3 of the ndva.nce 

of ocience ~oJlu appeal etronely to pra~~ical ~n. 

Parallol ·v;i tb t lis series of reaearchoo in the History of 

Science tnere D 1ould bo plo.cetl nnothor au.ch series concerned tii'th t e 

iuvost.ige..tion of the devclopmont of the h~'l :Jind , the W'!fol ding apirit 

of i:llll'- Tllis series of resoarcheo uoi.lld employ the philosophoro and 

poychologioto on the ono h!Uld , and tne att.dents of art arcirltectut·e, 

and literature on .tho other , v. 1ilo the philolof~lats would be i.nv()lved 

in the ork or both tl1e inatitutoa o1.1.ggooted a.bovo. There are uhole 

stages in tho developnent or tho human mine.! , of l:hicb the only surviving 

evidence is lc.ng .. tage , t;l ~re onl~· t~ philolocist can diser.t.gage it • 

. nile tho researches of the His torical Inotitt.tto cdght well be devoted 

c.uiefly to t!le Hiotorj· of 3c:ience , tho otb.&r institute T.ould include all 

m..<Ulifeota.tiona of the htt:ltJJl spirit , the exr•ru1diug life of man a.3 a ~·.nole. 

Here again na eight expect inc1"CD.&Cd educationtll pOlliur , tald 

a r.ar , popul£'..r respo!!se to en or.nounccment that an inotitute woald be 

orgunir.ed for u study of t e hi:::~tory of tnc mind of cnn . Hot loaot among 

the consequo:noo:.1 ai' s uch n. 1>lan '\:Jo~ld be ·~ho o!)portunity tor developing 

an Art Do artmo. t , which might boc0100 the lending Dopurtment of the 

History of Art in the country. TuG roaearches of auch o.n instit:.t e might 

become a center of cultural in!luonce affecting the vmole co~try. 

It vill be aeon t 14., thia co oro.zdu.!l io ausgesting the 

organization of at loast two hwn:.llliutic :i.nntitutoo , both of t thich are 

-to do t 1eir work in -.;llo hiotoricn.l apil'i t. OnG miebt be teri:OOd the 

Hiotorieal Institute , to bu ehie£ly , b:.tt not exclusively , occupied \:.'ith 

researc eo contributory to a history of acicnce; t1a other eight be 

callod tho "H~stic !netitt.lte" , ito roaearchoe to be c or..cernod es-

peci ally with tho spi ritual dovolop:nent 'Of can uo e 1ggeotod above . 
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Both of thoao institutes •o~ld, ns already intimated , incl~de 

in their organization 001~ of tho meLlbors of the lanBuago deportment fJ , 

and the later phasea or the ni~tory of ocience , no noted above , wo ld 

involve tho aorvices of students iu the othor social sci nces , economtce , 

sociology , political science , etc. '".1.'he orgonizations c ould easily be s o 

plannod e.nci 30 rou1ounced that o·~her deptl1·tments r.oed not feol that they 

~ere being i~no~ed or aac ificed !or t e devalopcont of tho History De-
partment . It mJ.ght be uaoful to organize a third institute \1hici1 could 

be call ed the Social Institute , tho ~c~k of ~~ich ~ould ba t e investi-

gation of man's p1•osent day be.1avior , hio attempts at social cont i·ol , 

his governmental an1 social problows , and all t.oae organizod effor ts 

of nwnanity for evcial understanding or botlierroont . 

It 3-ho 1 bo L"U\ • erstood at this point , the.t by ilODlle of 

ociontii'i~; aosisto.lltship~' attac 1ed to -their learned acader.li&s , and by ' 

um~.- s also o: apecializei pro!easorships in tho universities , Gormn.ny 

has lon_ nupportod li,..1oa o! hulr.anieti c research , only ::;liglltly or even 

not at all ~cpreaentGd an]\,her e in A~rica, s~ch aa indology, Sinology , 

Slavic , C~ltio, and Byzantine studi.3s , ;ouera.l Lingl4iotics and Compara-

tive P~tilology. The development of tae proposed instit tteo sho~ld not 

only fill theoe important gap~, b~t also contribute to make a sciouti!ic 

career alone husanistic lines financially feasible for gifted young ~n 

throughout the co,.u.tr, . The quolity or our new recrui ts in hu:uaniotic 

etudiea is declining , and is n~ noticeably lo ,er than it vas a gener-

ation fl.GO . Tllie io a serious aituation whicil the establish.:n-.mt or those 

ins~it¢ es mi~ht aiu to romeay . 

so~ of the practical ioplicationo involved in the above 

suggestions ahou be noted in concluaion . In the fir st pl ace the 



personoll roqwirooents .oul d involve a large increase in budget ex-

p9nses. Each institute ~ould obvio~sly be un~cr a director, while 

under hhn a ripe an<i experienced investie;ator r·ith sorna administrative 

ability ohoula bo given charge or oach major r~~earch project. It 

wolll.d b~ noce3eary to leave theoe loaders ar.tirely free fro!:! all 

teaching duties . Eacn of theao men shoul~ be able to select a &roup 

of junior invcDtiga.tore and Dho~:ld have tho disposition of a Silfi'icient 

budget to enable the::n from time to time to draw in promiaing graduate 

students ae neop 1ytos in t 4e inetit\t e staffs , or even to emplo~· in 

ae~-clerical task3 more muture undorgrada~tea who may eventually be 

intorcotod to adopt a research career. 

In pltumin; a :new hiatory builaing • t. ere ahould be included 

roocs and oi'fioe~ Q.l1.d practico.l orrangs!.lG!!ts for historical research , 

with dark rooms and a photostat equip~~nt for ~he duplication of 

of rnan~sc ·iptu. Sub-sta!fv ~~ extensive tiling rooms for the encyclo-

!>Cdic organization of CEO.rd catr.logues co·.-~ri!lg 'U .olo v.roas of reaearch 

wo..tld necoaoarily be r...Ytrl.leblo; involving wodern i'iling turni~1.1re for 

pho'tiogruphs of manuscripta , o.lld the filius of lnrt;o bodica of c1oc"-

IJY.3nts • &voutually oach institute r.ould need ita ov.rn buil il1g. 

Tho b~dgot sho.lu include liberal DU03 tor tr~volling ex_en3es 

eo that ce~bers of the instituton migh~ go to Europe ~henever necessary 

for ctudy in E~opean libraries and othar inotitutos , or even for 

temporary r'3oidence in ~uropo for the pu:-pose oi atudying social or 

scie!ltJ.fic d6Volop.menta at first hnnd . 

The ~ork of all thoao institutes shoUld be given a voice; 

at frequont intervals it should issue attractively illuatratcd bulletins , 

annour.cin" plans , prografJo or roaulte. The~e bulletins should be made 
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interesting reading for the average oan, an they should gradually 

contribute to build up c. real and permanent bon of irt erest and 

sympathy betvreeu the public and the Univez·aity. They Ghould con-

tribute to raise the level of intelllgom:e and culture ull over the 

cot.mtt·y. 'i.'ne altimate outpa.,; should be the aourceo , documents , in-

vestigations and results, in technical form , ~.hich ohould or eo ·rue til so 

b0 published in full. '.i'hese would be blocks of indiopemen.ble :materials 

bllilding up u. nov body of fact , upon which to stand as upon a new and 

hig1or view point froJil wnich to look out over the hunan career . 

?.hose publishing o.ctivitioo or the institutes \10uld roqaire 

a special editorial office and the ontiro tima of an editor wlth a 

oec~otQry or t~o, ana a group or eteno~aphore. A liberal b~dget for 

thia ~ork, and onpecially to furnish subventions for p blications not 

co~rciully foasible, shoulu be providod. 
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