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Grant~ from the Founrl.::-.tion: 

$267 , 225 to the Ar.1eric~•.n School of 
Class:cP.l StuC:.ies o.t At!le::ts 

T!IE AGORA :;)!GCI~7G SEASOl~ BEGI::s 

~·lashint;to:11s J3irthde..y is no holiday in Greece. 'l'his :re:u- n. 

full :~rogrl'.m of .,.,ork was :>lanned for t:1e c'ln~' on the sixteen-acre d te of 

the Atheni an .A{;ora, where the ninth scr.son of excavation be.r.;nn the pre-

cedi&lg l·ionday under the direction of 'l' . Leslie s:;cf'.r. 1·1ith the schedule 

callill6 for completion of t~1e project ir. 1910 , P:·ofet;nor Shear a::1d his 

associates have outlined r.n intensive ca.-:t;?f\i ; n for the fe~1 mont:1.s of 

dif;ging \'lhich rci:1£1.in . T\<~o hu."lc.red \vorl:erc n.re :low on the job , nnd \till 

be until the or. set of u.1bearably hot 't:cn.t:'lcr in late ~t.v-. Therecl'tcr 

operations \lill be suspended until ?cbruc .. r:·. 

Professor Sheo.r, as if:! his cuctom, opent lnst sumi'ler , C'utumn, 

D.lld ec.rlJ' \-linter a.t Prir.ceton, writing re_)orts of the year ' s Horl>: a.."ld 

pla"lni~ for the new season . He sailed for Athens in ecrly ~ebru~ry, 

and on a visit to FoundP.tion headquarters shortly before leaving gave 

a graphic reswnc of results to date . 

Por~l:!?S the :nost r.tri!::ing outcome is t:'1e cliscovcry of the 

real antiquity of tl:lis site . ':'he At?,ora 'tJas not onl:r t~o ::1:-rl:c t ::?lo.ce 

of cle.ssicnl Athens : it vm.o n center of hUMnn scttlor:1c~t for r-.t lonst 

3 , 000 years before Christ, ns is shoun by the testimony of pottery, 

tools , [!.UG. other objects reaching b"~.ck i ;1to l f'. te neolithic tines . 

Clnssicnl temp l es and other buildini's of t:1e ).ge of P <3ricles have r.ur-

vived for the l!lO!:it pnrt onl:r in t!~ei1· f ou."ld:'.tions; but, ur.d. ernPE'tth t i1eae, 

succctJsive l~~yers of ec.rlier n.nC: :'et c:>.rlicr fou."ld['.tio~s hnYe made it 
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possible to trace the history of the site to contemporcries of the 

earliest Egypti~~ pyracid builders . 

Strewn about certain foundntions were fr~nents of columns, 

broken cornices, a.11d other stones \olhich provided the nrchi tectural 'r:.ey 

to the ruins D~d made it possible to reconstruct some of the buildings 

on paper. SUch ventures have been f'.ided nlso by the tre,,.·el notes and 

other dcscr ipti ve r ecords of cnrl y \-rri tern. 

A reconstructi on of the cle.ssicf'.l edifices ~:rhich fro:1.tecl. the 

Agora on the ',Test i s inC:.icated below. ':'l1e o':'lly one no\.· sta~&ing is the 

':'emple of Hephaestus , populn..rly lcno\-m as the ':'heseun; it still crowns 

its hill tor>, the beet :::>reserveC.. of nll Grcel: tewplc!3. ':'~e circular 

~olos, on the left , v1as a state ban~uet hall; here r.le.I:lbers of the 

council boardecl n.-:d distinguished. visitors from :-bror.-.C.. \olere entertained . 

The ~emple of the Mother of the Go~n contained the city archives , nnd 

in its court the cask of Diogenes lay. The amusi!l..g colloquy on feninine 

beaut~· between Socrates and Ischomnchos io snic.1 to he.ve occurred in the 

por tico of Zeus , on tho extr eme right . 

T~p14r of the -
Mother of the Gods - - of Apollo 

West Side of the Ag.ora. a.s i.t looked in the time of Pericles 
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Many ancient 'tiells \'I ere found filled with r tones , brol::en sculp-

ture, and other debris , the accumulations of thouannds of ye<~rs. So.!lle 

were buried under floors ~~d pavements. These wells were treasure trove~ 

to the ".rchaeologist, for he was able to date tho successive l":•ers of 

materinl by the coins , lamps, and pottery found associated with them . 

In this VID.y sevornl discoveries of sculpture wore :l!'\Si{':ned to onrly Greek 

periods , items which if found alone would be subjects of ttnending con-

troversy . Some of the \olells have been sealed for 4, 000 ye::.rs . From the 

entire area the recover ed items include 8 , 000 coins, 3,600 Greek and 

Roman lamps, 6,000 Gr eek inscriptions on marble stelae, 25 com,lete sculp-

tured busts , and hundreds of pieces of broken statu~ry- some 38 , 000 

catalogued objects in all . 

The ~ora Museum, for \'lhich the Foundation gave $150,000 in 

1937, will provide a firepr oof repository for the housing and displt'\.y 

of these priceless objects . Constructio:l begins this spri!l€ , to be com-

pleted before the end of 1940. A small grant in 1936 supported publica-

tion of a. book of studies in classical nrcha.eology as a. testimonial to 

Professor Edward C. Capps . The expenditures for fellowships total 

$112,000 : there have been at least six fellows working tuider Professor 

Shear each year ; last year there were eight; this year there are seven. 

Apart from these Foundation appropriations , for the museum and the 

fellov1ships, the .Agora project has been supported since its beginning 

in 1931 by the personal gifts of Mr. Jo~ D. Rockefeller , Jr. 
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