
April 13, 1927 

Des;r llr. Stokes: 

Thank 70u ver.y much for your Yer,v helpful note of 

April ninth. I hope ver.y umeh that you will dieou~• the eubjeot 

freel7 wban it comes up at the Uny maeting. l!.ay I make one com-

nt o.t thie t11JI8, DnmelJ, that for our purpoeee I should regard 

hu:uni ties ae including SYeeythiug in the broaa field cen~all7 

denoted by tho term,exoept such act1Y1t1es ae are otherwise cared 

for. For e::mmple, art 1• being looked after b7 tbe Carnegie Corpora -

tion, music by the Juillinrd Fo~d!tion, sooiologr bJ the Laura 

Spelman Rockefeller Uemorial, English 11 tar ture end art bietor7 

in the eenee in which it ia being cultiv ted in Princeton would, 

1 think, on thie beals tall to us. 

With mnch a ppreciation, 

~. Anson Phelps Stokes 
2408 ssachusetta Avenue, 

abington, D.C. 

AF:.All'O 

. . 

Sincerely yDura, 

ABRAHAr.~ F!...::XNEB 



Dr. Abr<l.llr.m .:'lcxner 
Gener~l Education Bom-d 
61 .Bro~dway 
New York 01 ty 

Dear Mr. ~lexner: 

Avenue, U. \'1. 
D. C. 

7/ 
April 9, 1927 

1 received this morning your letter of April 7th with its mernor~ndur.1 on tho Humunitles. This I mve read through with cure und interest. I would make the ~ing ~nments: 

(1) The emphasis throurhout the memorandum socms to be mainly on Ancient Historo;, .Ancient languAges, u.nd Archue'iogy. ~hose ure ver:,• ioportant but the word "HU."X.nities• should be understood to include u·very bro<:d field, in-cluding Art, Music, Education, Liternture, ::)ociologoy, etc. lfovr the interest in different portions of this fiold differ greatly. For instt.nce, tlwre is t. very Jteen interest lu the £ield of .J:."'nglish Literature almost everywhere, and there is a ero· .. ring interest in Art end Art History. 

(2} I he~tily approve of your rooo.amendn.tions (1}, (2}, and (4), As to (3}, I approve of lt it you feel that tho 1'Hundbook of Leurned Soc:ioties" publisned ·ey the Carnegie institution in June, 1908, which is an udmirt-blo publJ-cution, ls o~t of date; or if you feel thct it needs s;tpplonenti~ by a more phil-osophio~l and less dotuiled st~rly. 

(:5) I wo~ld suggl3st your consider'-ltion of a fifth rocommond-tion, namely, tm@ ass~ stance in purcht:.aint$ boo~s on t.ne Hl.lml.mi ties in Univorsi te0lN\g~¥li~e.ijith This represents in '!'.UllY :places ono of the greatest difficulties. A!ld this rnignt Def a sixth stl.t;gestion, th-..t encouraee;"lont should be given to n move".;cmt wh1 ch would help the Universities to apporti~n umong themoelve~ those hw~11itarian fields where re-search is highly cpeola.lized. This would h·.ve n special bearing on the U brcry prob-lem. I have in mind that just as tho Colle6Q libraries tot Oxford t.nd CQ.mbridge have agreed ~mon~ themselves ~s to certain delimit~tions of their fields to certain fjelds in which t.ney specialize, so the same proced1~e is :possible here. 

(4} 1 am ~~rticulsrly interested in your emrlmsis on rellowzhips tor Bumcnlstlc study in this country or ubroud, und cspecitlly abroad. I believe thut this co~es strictly \7ithin our charter rights, and that it represents one ot the most important fields in which the ~eneral Educ~tion Board could enter. I also ll~ted particularly your idea of (;iving t o Universities for t.dv~nced work in the Human-ities and leaving it to them to aeteroine tho exact moons. 

( 5) I t:m inclined to think that I would h.:, eoph=:.si s on grL.duc.te work. Conaernontly the as:istance should generally go to the gr~duate schools of Uni varsities. 

P.S. I have made a few oom~ents on the 
margin of the dncument. 
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