April 13, 1927

Dear Mr. Stokes:

Thenk you very much for your very helpful note of
April ninth. I hope very much that you will discuss the subject
freely when it comes up at the May meeting. May I make one com-
ment at this time, namely, that for our purposes I should regard
humanities as including everything in the Dbroad ftcld.pnmny
denoted by the term except such activities as are otherwise cared
for. For example, art is being looked after by the Carnegie Corpora-
tion, music by the Juilliard Foundetion, sociology by the Laurs
Spelman Rockefeller Memorial, English literature and art history
in the sense in which it is being cultivated in Princeton would,
I think, on this basis fall to us.

With mach appreciation,
Sincerely yours,

ABRAHANM FLOXNER

¥r. Anson Phelps Stokes
2408 Massachusetts Avemue N.¥W,
Weshington, D.C.

AF:ARD




/‘L‘..L"‘. =l ', PRy Z;Q.ﬂ'jv'

1

A, L | APR 1927 @a/Pf'IB-'zfl 7 / 7

£
2408 Magsachusetts Avenue, N..
—f%hshington, D. C.

April 9, 1927 :

Dr. Abraham Fflexmer

General Education Board ’
61 Broadway

New York City

Dear ir, Flexner:

I received this morning your letter of April 7th with its
memorandum on the Humanities. This 1 have read through with cére and interest.
I would make the fOllowing GOmmentss:

(1) The emphasis throughout the memorandum seems to be mainly
on Ancient History, Ancient languages, and Archadlogy. These are very important
but the word "Humanities" should be understood to include a' very broad field, in-
cluding Art, Music, Education, Literature, Sociology, etc. Now the interest in
different portions of this field differ greatly. For instance, there is a very
keen interest in the field of English Literature almost everywhere, and there is
& growing interest in Art and Art History.

(2) I heartily approve of gour recommendations (1), (2), and (4). e
4s to (3), I approve of it if you feel that the "Hundbook of Learned Societies" :
published by the Carnegie institution in June, 1908, which is an admirszble publi=- !

cation, is out of date; or if you feel that it needs supplementing by a more phil-
osophical and less detailed study.

(3) I would suggest your consideration of 2 fifth recommendation,
namely, tie assistance in purchasing books on the Humenities in Uhivnrsitgoﬁéggig%e 1th |
This represents in many places one of the grestest difficulties. And this mig e
& sixth suggestion, that encouragerient should be given to & movement which would help
the Universities to apportion among themselves those humanitarian fields where re-
search 1s highly specialized. fThis would have & special bearing on the 1idbrary probe
lem. I have in mind that Just as the College libraries at Oxford and Cambridge have
agreed among themselves as to certain delimitations of their fields to certzin fields

in which they specialize, so the Same procedure is possible here.

RESERC. TR S S

(4) I am particularly interested in your emphuasis on Fellowships {
for Humanistic study in this country or abroad, and especielly abrozd. 1 believe
that this comes strictly within our charter rights, and that it represents one of l
the most important fields in which the General Educztion Board could enter, 1 &lso
liked particularly your idea of glving to Universities for advanced work in the Human- |
ities and leaving it to them to determine the exact means.

(5) I am inclined to think that I would lay emphasis on graduzte

work. Consejquently the assistance should generally go to the graduate schools of -
Universities.

Alwuyq7sincerely

P.3. 1 have made a few comments on the
margin of the document.
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