
Maas Hot ol, Rottcrd~~ r 
January 1, .19 l.lf .v 

Mr . Joromo D. Greena, Secrotnr~, 
rho Roc}· ofeller Foundat i on , 

26 hi oadv:ay' r:ew York I ::. y . 

Dear .ir . Grnet~e: 

'flo have answered briefly by cable the ques-

tions rniaed in your letter o~ .\ovcmber 16th but 

perhaps a wprd m0::-e at length m:w not b1~ amiss . 

1) 'l'hEire is need for ulothizw; both :Cor the 

Belginn refugcez in Bolland and for Belgians in 

many com unities in Belg1uo. ilcforc ~oine tn 

Belgium we cabled ;y:ou that; >Jecond- hand clothing 

c ould not. l>& co"Ct the:l1clgium throngh Rntterdrun . 

Tho govGTnment had i~s"U.ed !ttl nrtler t o '[.lrevent thG 

shipping o!B second- hancl cloth inc,. into not ternor~. 

1'he need for this clothir.g }us beon so U!'gent
7 

however, that it is being ,...eco ived he""'e nnd dis-

tr· i bute <1 in Holland ned s cme of it i s bei ns aent 

on i ut o Be lg i um. . On our journe.vs over f.o1gium 

Tie ~ound tbnt in acme communitic~ practically the 

whole population hHo fled l7hen their tm1ns or 

villages were bci~ bombarded . 'l1hey carrie d with 
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them only the clothing w h i c h they w o r e On their 

return they found their houses burned or looted. 

in M a l i n e s for e x a m p l e about e i g h t y per cent 

of all the houses w e r e looted. nract ical ly the 

whole population had fled f rom the city at the 

t t i e m of its bombardmentn t On their return they 

found t h e m s e l v e s w i t h o u t clothing s a v e the clothes 

which they woree. 1 a s k e d a large number of people 

at the f r e e c a n t e e n c o n c e r n i n g their supp ly of 

c l o t h i n g What they m o s t w a n t e d w a s unde rwea r

for a c h a n g e. thhe s e p e o p l e a r e n o t only withou.t 

c lo the s but are w i t h o u t money wi th w h i c h to purchase

c l o t h e s In t h e c i t y of Malines the shops were 

l o o t e d as well a s the homes so that the s u p p l y

of clo th ing in the city i s v e r y s m a l l Good

second- hand clothing s e n t t too Belg ium witll be gladly 

received. .All k i n d s of clothing will be u s e f u l

b u t if ! were to lay e m p h a s i s o n special kinds I 

s h o u l d s a y warm underweara r and sweaterse r s

2) The relief' s u p p l i e s sent into Belgium are 

n o t requisitt ioned.. dd b y the G e r m a n  A r m y The German 

government has just agreed not to requisition any-

th i ng in Belgi um that hns to be re placed by food 
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which is beir.,_~ seut in . Tho former ngreemont 

by the Get·man a"..lthorities .lot to roquisiti011 

sun~liese~ent in ~~s been live~ up to . ""here 

is every· rear: on to he liu·tte that this ue1! agree -

!'!lent ill be carried out in good tuith . 

ing o~ supplies into Belgium doc::; aiel G-el'l!tnny in-

<iircctly in so far as it :telic~es Gcn~macy of 

suppl,y iag food to the Delg.:ao I opulat io r.: . Gerruaoy 

i~ havio.g to seal food ir. no1·thcrn Frr nee . It 

' is doi ::.g it . Tbe German govcrtmtmt would be 

eo nr;l.J1::r"~ to supply food to Belgium lf ·~his food 

'"ere not su:pplied from the out aide. I aet: uo 

escape rrom tbis . I am cpnvincad, howav~r, timt 

we shoul<l coni.i.nu.e sending in 'food frmn the outside . 

If we should not do so, there woulJ be great ~is-

tress throtq;hout Belgium. 

3) :'he food ;-;h:!.ch ylYU. have bc<;G souding is 

j1..~.::;t the food required . What Belgium nee do first 

of all is bread. The Commisalon for Helief in 

Bclr~i~ is bein() l:e,L1t definitely informed by the 

Belgian I~ational Collli!littee ao to the kinds aud 

quantit i es of food needed. I:f changed conditions 
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shoultt give rise to new needs you will be n•lvi::;ed 

at once . 

4) .As to ,;he appeals from ea~tern ::,_u-ope , 

\.'e ohall be in a position to invest i gv.te this 

subject wit.hitl tbe next few dey~. Wo are not 

in a position at present to give you any reliable 

dln·fo::rmo.t iou on thir-- ~1Ub,ject. 

/itll be r.Jt wishes, I am 

Very ~incerely yours, 
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