Y
o s
{7
O S
S
Ao
{
/.
/i
P i
o i S
|

— — -~ S——"
o B
N
\\_V S \’5&«4 LS
T e
.»f'”;
&

THE STATUS OF SOCIAL SCIENCE IN THE UNITED STATES
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The seecial sciences* are primerily e product of
mm:mw«mmmwm&.ﬂm
mmunmmmmﬁwmmmm
several sspects of social 1ife, economic, political and social;
these also form & part of what is called secinl sciemce. A
cles for en adequate picture of what is being done.

THE SITUATION OF THE UNIVERST:

Exsminetion of waiversity catelogues discloses
e graduste school eoffering courses of instruction and granting
sciences, There are 2 mumber of other umiversities which of-
fer one or twe graduate courses and the Fh.D. degree,
but since tiey meintain only a skeleten graduate school

amm;smmmﬁmmmmm
to be: Economics, Sociolegy and Political Science. The
discussion will a.lm raefer to Pasychology and Anthrepology.
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in abttempt was made to cempile information sbout the size
mmm«wm:wumwwmm
nmmmexmwwmﬁmaw,mﬁuu
of the courses offered and such other informetion about fellewships and
wummmﬁmmmmm. Sinee, however, the only
mgmmmmmﬁumhmmmmm.

hw&h%mthnm
pumary of the salient facts sbout sach of the fifteen universities

mmmwwnm picture of the relative

wmummuhmmwmmmm

aen file.
With all due reservations on sccount of the source of this
information, the following generalizations and gbservations ere
hmwmmam«ammm D. degree,”
mm&mmummmmmu
being dene
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Chicage
Colusbisa
Harveard
Permsylvanis
Wisconsin
with Celifernia and Michigen considerably behi
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+ Prefestors, Assecinte Professers and Assistemt Professors.




Se The subjects chosen by the candidates for the Ph.D. degree
mmzyh;mmmmmmmm
interests of the professors. = For exmmple, at Wisconsin there are
many studies being made of land econemics (Prof. Ely's specislty)
tariffs (Prof. Teussiz) and public fimauce (Prof. Bulleck); at
Columbia public finance (Prof. Seligman) and lsbor (Prof. Seager);

at Hopkins, lsbor (Prof. Barrett) and memey end public fimance
MantrmyWM‘him“ﬂfmﬁlmimw
predominate. Again, foreign students usuelly study some phase of
their native economy er secial life. A list of the doctorsl sub-
Jects for the past four years is given in Appendix B.

4. The subjects ef doctoral dissertations fer the past four
years (in history, economics, seciology and politiesl scionce)

show & very few subjects which call for the investizetion and

study of comcrete situations and activities. Almost all are what
may be called works of scholarship, involving library studies
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Be There appears to be little or mo prevision for training
ghudents in seientific method, either before underteking graduste work
ornie emphesis is laid om fleld work for the students of sociolegy).
Mot all of the Universities, for exsmple, effer s course in statis~
tical methed which is mers or less essential to sclemtific work of

& quantitative mature, end ealy one or twe graduate scheels require

* this clessification is only mpproximmte end is mede selely upen
the bagis of title emd dlssertation: If title indicetes subject
for which student uses published recerds, ete., it is classed as
library; if title indicates as subject an notivity which could be
investigated, it is classed as investigation.
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graduste students to teke a course in statist

when such & course is offereds The sbsence of this training taken in
connection with the facts mentioned sbove, (4) may serve to account
in part for the backwardness of the secial sciences. As will be
discussed later, however, the btendency teward work of scholership
and the sbsence of training im scientific methed are ultimately
attributeble to the deminent tredition of the secial scieneds and
to the lack of adequate funds to support investizetions and experiment.
of social sclence, more specifically in soonemics and seociolegy, is
remerkebly limiteds In the fifteen universities studied there are
in the three prefessorial grades, some 150 econemists (ineluding
most of the seciologists). These comstitute the leaders of the
profession many of whom have held chairs im the depariment for

20 yours and mores But their seienmtific eutput has been very small.
(This is freely scknowledged by cconesiets). Mereover there is a
dispesition among some to censider the production of text books as
are limited to the exposition of esteblished facts and opiniens. In
no cases are the older professers greatly burdened with courses, for

such courses as they give are usunlly of their own choscsing.

This is not intended as a reflection upon the industry or
ability of the teachers eof social sciences It is not as much a
personel effair in the mejority of cases, as s condition in which
the science finds itself through litile feult of its members. In the
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writings of practically all econemists, soclolegists and political
gelentists can be found st one time or another, the lement thut there
is an sbsence of renl seientific work in their field. But these
expressions ocour only when they sre feeling despondent or umusuelly
frank sbout their subjects.
O Within the past tem years or so there hes been & tendency
for the courges in railroeds, banking, labor end so om, which herstefore
have made up the bulk of the graduate courses in econemics, to migrate
from the department of econemics to the achools of commerce snd business
(where those have been established), This raises em interesting
question sbout the future of the departoont of soemsmics if this drift
contimues. There is alse a less well defined tendency to abserd
existing schools of social worl (or to esteblish such) and if this
sentinues, the fuwture of existing departments of scolelogy is
uncertain.  These questions are raised merely te indieste thet
the situation in the universities i net enbirely fixed and sstablished,
In this sews connectien it should be noted thet many ef
4o specielly quelified undergradustes or classed as undergraiuate
courses. This chenge end that desoribed imuedistely sbove are
sigaificant becsuse they point to the fast that the traditional
£101d of graduate instruction is disappesring., What will take its
84 Schools of business or commerce (the nsmes vary) have been
organized in nine of the fifteen umiversitios exemined, of which seven
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give greduate courses. In addition there are schools of

business at & mmber of other universitisss (For complete 1ist ses
Appendix C.) A% Harverd the schoel is called the Gradusie School

of Business Aduinistration, but it also enrolls undsrgraduatos from
the college who are taeking Wﬂ in the scheol. 1Little or no
sraduate ressarch is bolng dens in the various schools of business,
mnim alene offering & PhoDs in the schoel of Jomme: The

thosls subjects for the Master of Business Administration degree,
consists in the main of developing wsystems of mcoounts, prograzs

of uerketing, financing and re-orgauizing business organizations

and so onp thess require & certain mmwnt of imvestigatiem, but it

is subordinate to the task of propesing or developing new metheds

end forms of operation of business w&«iﬁaﬁ As such they are
gcareely to be cemsidered as sclentific works There aure three
buresus of Business Research which walke studies of business methods,
obes and ono Departsent of Tadustrial Resesrch.

% e are wily & Sor Sikiowiiive wesiatiy pwviied
for graduate students in the soclal sciencess Vhers fellewships sre
held by such sbudents, they are wmally gensral wniversity fellewships,
which have been assizned to such studentss In this comnection it may
be noted that the policy of American universities is to give preference,
in appeinting instructors; to these who already hold es Fhe D. degros,
or are engaged in obialming such o degrees And the bk of the future
$eachers in economics ere geing through the gradunte schools of the

104 mm&wwmwmmmmm.muamm
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eve working for their Fhe D. degrée; permenent appointments to these
men o ve ususlly deferred watil they obbain their degree:
11, fhe organizetions of Deparitments in the universities i
the product of an historical develope ;» Which has crested s diversity
of conditions. Tor ewample, ecomomics and sooiology are given by

one department, sxcept et Illinels snd Hohigan vhore sociology is
a seperate depariment, aaawmmmmﬁm goclology ond
anthropology are ene depertments MW M?ﬁmm
seciology is given, Anthropolegy i3 glven st only seven of the
fifteon universities, namely, et galifornin, Chicage, Columbia,
Harverd, Yele, Minnesota and Pennsy] It should be neted,
however, thebt departments are mel aetively functioning organisations,
but mere or less incidents, in meny universities, of scademic ade

.jon machinery, although they are importent in some universities.

QUTSIDE AGENCIES

While the graduabe schools have been largsly engaged
with the works of scholarship, socisl research has been developing
mmtmgrmmmwmwmm

ises: public utility, penk end trust compenies, sdveriising
agencies, trade associations, publishing houses and meny other

organizations.




 Clevelend Trust Compeny

typothetae of America
Compensation Service Rating Buresn
Curtis Publishing Company

General MHotors Company

Seuthern Wholesale Grooers Asseciatien

This developsent muy be attributed im part to the feck that
the sconomics of the umiversity are of little value to the business manj that
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is, business men find that the academic ecomemic science tells them
little about the conorete situntion with which they are concerned.
Boonemists sre looking at the whole of economic 1ife in its leng
term trend, seeking wide generalizations, while business nen are
concentrated upon specific situations. It should be moted, apyropes
of this comtrast, that it is just in proportiem that a science has addressed
itself to specific problems that scientific progress has been mede, for
obviously the most gemersl questions are not mmmla of treatment
until & body of proximate fects snd a lmowledge of relatiomships
have been obtained by study of specific, conmcrete situations and con-
ditiens. This has boen the histery of the natural sciences, 8t least.
mw*afmmhmnbmbm
confined in the main to questions and specific problems arising in the
rerely allowed to go mmwmmn orgenization in which the
work is deme and the sveilable facilities for publicetion are mot adequate.
The yarious benk reviews and mwmaries of economic developments cerry sems
zinming 4o publish studies of industrial situstion snd sctivities
and this will be imcressingly a source of sciemtific work, although at
pregent the quelity of these studies is rarely high.
A mumber of ngensies are at work upen studies of business
cyeles snd methods of forecasting tusiness conditions, such as Brookmire,
Babson, Moody, Stendard Daily Trade Service, and one or two other of less-

er name.

One point sbout socisl research in business should be emphe~
sized: thet in so fer as business orgenizations heve the funds to pay for
{nvestigations and tebulations, while the universities have not, the balance




wile
in faver of business research will be contimually greater. Moreover,
the solentifically inclined men in the universities are being taken ewsy
by business orgenisations, net solely through the offer of higher
salaries, but more especially through the offer of adequate facilities
for research. This mesns s growing less of the abler men by the wni-
versitios and consequent impoverishment of teaching forces. To cenduot
any study of actual conditions snd sctivitdes in coomomic or soclal affairs
is & costly enterprise which &t the present time only the larger business
organizations mmd trede associations can affords Moreover, it so happens
that an adequate study of ecomomic sctivities teday requires sccess to
tndustrisl and business operations and records which, wider present
conditions, is rarely practicable for university teechers and students,
although entirely possible.

Another sapect of socisl research in business merits abe
temtion: it is apt mot to be disinterested. The men who do the notual
research work are subordinste to the executives of their ergenization end
this frequently produces a cemscious or wnoomsclous tendency teward bias
in order te "please the boss."

Other sgemcies outside of the universities, engaged in
social research, are alse at work. Without attempting en exhaustive
list of these, the following orgenizations may be mentiomed, with & few
comments upon their work, source of funds and so on.

1. Bussell Sage Poundetion~ has been carrying on studies
for the past tem or fifteen years. Most of its work srises from the
need of finding solutions or remedies for specific difficuliies, such as
school programs, women's work, social surveys and so one mmm
research to secial work and sveisl reform; not much seientific work pro-
duced.

2, Harvard Committee on Economic Research- Orgemized in
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1918 by & group of Harvard profeasors and business men to carry on study
of sconomic changes and developments by purely statistical studies(mathe
maticel statistics)e Does mo investigation or experiment. Publishes
Review of Hcomomic Statistics and weekly letter at §100 per year.
Principal study is of the business cycle. Director, Professer Warren
Mo Persoms of Harvard, Supported by subsoribers o service, snd ether
centributers. (Note cemnection with Harvard University.)

3+ Netional Buresu of Lconomic Research- Organized in
1919-20 to carry om guantitetive studies of scomocrics and soclal
tivities. Has board of directors composed of representatives elected
by sconomic and statistioal associations, Americen Benkers Associstien,
Democracy (Socialist) and others, to insure impartielity of findings
and te reassure readers of reports that no bias has entered inte findings.
Hes investigated distribution of inceme snd now working on business cycles.
Vork principally statistical, altheugh certain field imvestipstions have
been undertaken. Supported by a grant of $30,000 (er so much thereof
a8 may be collectod elsewhere) frem the Carnegie Corporation, Tirected
by Professer Wesley C. Mitohell of Colusbis Usiversity, Publishes find-
ings in book forme (Hote cemmection with Colwsbia University.)

4. Netional Industrial Genference Board~ Orgamized by s
group of employers to make studies of cost of living, wage changes,
taxation and other sconemic conditions. Has reputation of being bissed
and not entirely relisble in findings. Director, Magnus W. Alexander.
Publishes regular service to subscribers who support 1t.

5. lLabor Bureau, Inc.. Organized to perform same service
4o employers. Is kmown as specisl pleader for lsbor and ite reports bear that




e
impress, but it has turned out ome or twe good studies. Directed by a
small group and supported by ssle of services to labor unions.

6. Buresu of Industrial Research - Organized in 1818 %o
study lsbor comditions, meke surveys of strikes, etc. Conducted inme
vestigations of steel strilke and coal strikes for Interchurch World
Federntion, Publishes pamphlets snd srticles in the Burvey snd elsevhere,
Work is more in nature of publicity sbout undesirable comditions than of
sclentific charseter. Director, Robert Bruere. Supported by centri
butions, reputed to coms largely from Mrs. Williard Straight heretofore.

7. Institute for Foed Research - Organized in 1919 at
Leland Stanford University, to study prod n end distrie
mamwwmmmmmmw It has not
published smything te dete, so far ss could be learnmed, so mo estimete
of ite work cam be given. In addition to directer, it has seversl
resesrch fellows on the staffs Directed by Alenso B« Taylore. (lote

8. Workers Health Buresu - Organized in 1920.21 %o zive
members of trade umioms the same sort of service ag the ILife Extension
Institute snd to study health conditions end industrial disesses smong
mmw Supported by contributions mnd feess Two directors.
Utilities - Orgenized in 197122 to carry on studies of lend: tenacy,
rentals, price of crops and land velues, taxation, and 20 ons Directed
wmwmwmmmwwmm Supported in part by

sie Institute and (Note commection with University
of Wisconsins )

10. Ecenemic Imstitute - Orgenized in 1922 by the Carnegie
the ceuses of economic losses snd to peint te their eliminetiom." Will
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publish results in books and pemphlets. Director, H.G.Moulton, formerly
of University of Chicege. The Institube is more or less formally comnected
with opportunities to de reseerch works : ' \

11, Burews of Mmioipel Rewsareh « Orgmnised sbout 1909-10
to conduct imvestigations inbte city govermment. Bince imw 1915 has
been doing very nm;mmmmﬁmmm surveys of clity
40 make s tudies of Federal admimistration snd acoounting. Has published
histories of government departments and has done comsiderable work on
Professor Willoughby of Jolms Hopkins. (Nobe comnection with Johns
Hopkins University.)

The Buresu of Public Persommel Administration is asseciated
with this Institute. It acts as clearing house mﬁ research agency for
s of civil service, ete. Orgenized in 1922,
studies of social life, merriage, eto.
organizations (Natiomal Assooistien for Mentel Hygiene, Public Educetien
Associstion, School fer Social Werk, Child M«& Assooietien, ete.) on
study of juvenile delinguency and mental deficiency and of children's
healths Also has furthered educntion «nd legal research. Director,

Mre Barry Smith.

as part if not the whole, of their activities, a considerable smount of
first class scientific work is being done in govermment buresus and ore
genizations.
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Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce

To swmmerize the outside research agencies, it appears that
in the ecomemic field the business orgenizetions are engaged primeipelly °
upen applied sciemtific work, the quelity of which is slowly growing
better.s But little of their findings are published and hence they are
mmamﬁ«u&mwmmwwmmm.
antly o statistical orgenizetion which does mo imvestigation or experiment;
the Tnstitute of Econemics at Weshingbon has been wnder wey s short o time
nothing can be said at this time sbout the quality and scope of its work,
although it has & good staff; the National Bureau of Econamic Resesrch has
done excellent work but it is limited by its organization and mature te
the study of a fairly narvew field of problems.
in which they have a specinl interest, so that, speaking gemerally, it is
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must comes lMoreover, it is the wmiversities which must train and develop
the research workers for sciemtific werk in these various orgenizations.
gations end other outside sgencies is, through its provision of facilities

T¢ is obvious thot one cmmnot, in one, two or three years,
expect to oreats & social science, Bven if there were mo obstacles in the
way, much as the body of speculstion, & priori gemeralizations end doctrines
(4o ssy nothing of the existing persomnsl) which meke up what is called
social solence, it would require & peried of years to work out metheds of
research snd experiment, to traim i tgators and te clear the ground,
g0 to spesk. Comsequently in disoussing the needs of sooisl science,
or what cen be dome to develop a social sclemce, it will be necessary o
take & long term view and to conceive the tesk broadly, loreover, &s
suggested above, the development of & social seisnce mst alweys be con-
teachers of the subjects

A seience may be considered as a hebit of mind and & growing
Mwﬁmmmmmmmsmww,mmm
of mind sdding %o the kmowledge and techniques, while the accumulated
Jmowledge end technique insure the perpetustion of the hebit of mind in
the young sedentists. Accordingly the task of developlag = secial sclence
whmawmmarmwmmm&&nmm
end women, who are entering the scisnce, in the hebit of mind called
solentific methed snd the scowmilatien of & body of verified knowledge and




of techniques for investigation smd experiment. The twe must procsed |
the teaching of the science is carried ones |
scientific work and, two, developing the techniques of investigation
and experiment and the sceumilation of verified knowledge.

provision mede in the universities, for training students in scientific
method end little opportunity for deing sclentific work for their Ph.D.

~ schools end, except as & matter of persemal cholce, they need have ne
acquaintance with any science, The nearest approach to a course in
seientific methed is in the courses in statlet
given in ell graduste schoolse Horeover & course in
technique of science snd are subordinate to the methed of experimentssx

+ Research agencies outside of the wmivergities could not endure for leng
if the wmiversities did not provide the treined investigators for their
sclemtific staff, as in chemietry, physics, physiology, medicine snd so on.

nkmmminmmwmumﬁmm.
Since the eobservations om these experiments are subject te error and
since phenomens are never precisely the same, it becomes necessary o




]G

freat the mumerous observatiens by the stetdstical method. That is %o
w,mhtwﬁﬁMMWrwmmw
potheses, Statistical methods employed without experiment are of value
in measuring M.maaﬁmmww(mm;}wtm
umtrmxmwuwwmuw,mhmm
methods.

It gseems foirly clesr that if e social science is o grow
mw.mmwgmmmmmmamm
scientific method, Put there is mo simple way in which scientific traine
ing, can be given. At the outset it would be necessary to experiment
with verious plans to discever wiet is practicable and productive. 1%
is possible that the question requires 2 double approach: through the
cslloges and through the graduate scheols. In the colleges it may
umhumwmm.mwmawumm
social seiemess, te teke work in the matural seiences, perticularly
mwmnuwmmm:&m,mmmmmzmm
graduste schoels it would be me«mmmmmm
pology, m&mﬂj cultural history.

Social science is an stbtempt te study the soclel 1ife
of todey in its seversl aspeots, econamic, politicel snd social L§ P
family, sducation and so on)s Tn the ssme way thet a student of
bielogy or physiology is advanteged by the study of paleontology &nd
mwmw,awmwmmamamaum
mhmwwﬁwsammwmmmwmmu :
wsmzmwmmm.uamwmww.

mmmmtﬁmmwmm:umm




prier selentific training in their students end they offer no emcowr-
sgement o students to seek it while doing their greduste work. Mereover,
only soven of the fifteen wiiversities examined offer courses in snthro-
pology, end where they are given seme of these schools, e.ge Columbia,
will not permit a student te offer amthropology as e miner mbject, when
his major is in econmsics, politicsl sciemce or sociologys

In this sltustion it would eppear that the esteblishment
of & number of research followships would be of comsidersble assistance.
In the first plece the terms of the followships could be so drawn &8
te give, at first, preference to men whe had studied anthropology
mmmmwth%Wmmrmmmea
Also preference could be given to men who had had werk in experimental
science, prefersbly blolegy, physiology snd ps This would
stimulate students gemerally to study these courses in the hope of b~
taining & fellowship.

The secend bemefit teo be derived {rem research fellewships
is thet treiming in scientific method ceuld be effected by requiring these
n&mwemmrmamwmiammammum«auum
ings. mmmqummmmnmmﬁmmm
on scientific resesrch where they will learn by deing, es is done in the
natural sciences.

This will have the further effect of begimming the accwm
Jation of yorifiod Mnoviedge and the developuent of techalques of investi-
getion, for these resesrch fellews would start the process. A% the outset
mww&yamnamwm‘WM~wmm“m
e the training received by the follows. Moveover, it should be remembored
mmammammmmmuwmtﬁmhm,mmm,
by this training, be emsncipated, in part et least, frem the traditionel
W%ﬁmwmmﬁmﬁmgﬁmwtm
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of teachers. Thus the procese of changing the formalized teaching
of social sciemce would be sterted with the young students of teday
and & way out of the speculative imertis of social soience opened.
Alse it should be added, the present faculties, which would informally
supervise these investigations, would wndoubtedly be infliuenced by

 The proposed research fellowships should be limited to
men who hed taken their Fh.De degrees or had shown thelr ability else-
where snd not given to Ph.D. cendidates, whe sre yet te show their
sbility. There is meed of such fellowships for students who have
received their Ph,D. degres, for erdinarily they go immediately inte
teaching ss young instructers and, for the follewing five or eight
years, sre overburdensd with tesching. If promising young men could
be set to work upon resesrch problems before thelr energy and ¢
are lost ia the grind of tesching meny hours a week, much good would be
accomplished im the wey of selveging eble men and the secial sciences
would receive s large stimaluse

| The esteblishment of several fellowships open to Ph.D.
condldates (with a suall stipend) would alse be desirsble eince these
ﬂmwmuwummmmmmm&mh
mm;wmhwwummmmmmmmm
with the umiversities, such as the Wational Bureeu of Icenemic Resear
mwmanmmmaﬁumwwmmwmm
students to undertake investigation wnder competent directien.

In this connection, it should be meted that there ia

mmmmmwmmm,mmwm&memmm
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me“ummmmmwmmm

Where such new depariments are established, thers should
elso be established one or two resesrch follewships, in what might be
called contemporsry anthrepology, 1.4, objective study of secial life
divected, mot by an econmmist, political selentist or seciologl st, but
by an mmm These fellowships would shortly affect for the
better m'w&wmmwmw inquiries and would
help to establish the new depariments of aathropelogy in the scederdc scene.

T+ would be wiser, at lensgt in the begimning, not to establis
any of the propesed rellowships by direct gift te the wniversitios, but
mwmﬂwwmzmﬁwmhmmmm
with %ﬁa&s mmmi“, 4o select promising candidates whom they will recem-

ure appears cssential at the outset

m 1t is aluost ineviteble that the academic mechimery of grenting
studies, neither of which have snything te do with the question of re-
m«wmmwrmuwmmwwmww
with the premotion of social science. It should be noted thet fellowships
are ordinerily granted upon the roormendation of heeds of depertments who,
i% so happens, are et the best men to preuote scientific research in

most coges.

#Dr, Clark Wissler told the writer that a mmber of wniversity presidents
WMW@&M&&W%W&M
as they could ebtain the necessary funds.
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It was suggested earlier that the low estate of the
social seiences was attributable, not so much to the persenal shorte
camings of the teachers in that field, as to the tradition of social
science and to the lack of funds for adequate research. Both elements
mist be censidered, since & departure from the eld treditien alene
would svnil 1ittle and the provision of Punds fer carrying on the ssme
0ld qussi-research would uet help at all, Vhat is needed is a new
departure in sociel seience, invelving a break with the traditienal
sehelastic efforts and the expenditure of funds for investigation and
researche Mo better time for such a praject could probebly be selected,
for a growing mmber ¢f the younger men sre rebelling against the beaten
of science. It should be peinted out hers that experimental work has
sociology)s Efforts in these fields have been divided between theoretical
m (i¢9s, speculation) snd the collection and msnipulation of statistics.
In theory, the effort has been mede to purify definitions, refine logic
and otherwise carry om schelastic treditioms. In the latbter field werk
hes beoen compereble te thet of the naturalist who olessified, compares
and judges animal fowms end ectivities, but stops with the superficisl
features of social life could be revesled. It iz a trulsm that we see




conditions sad cirounstances, bring out and disclese what erdinary

will often investigate hypotheses which appesr improbeble solely for

the purpese of trying te find seme mew light upon thelr subjects.
Nothing would be more servicesble in the premotion of

besting out hypotheses, opening up new fields of research snd generally

dlspelling the agtic traditions Even the work on olassification

Mmmmmumﬁmmmmmm

categories of socisl seience ere so largely isherited from moral and

ethicul disputes of the pest.

MMuManMMMmme&#wMﬁ
evidence, or setiled em a priori principdie by sconemists and seciologlats.

mmmmmmuw,mmmmwmmuw
:mh,v&iﬁ;mmwlﬁtmwm dsts, Organizetions
1ike the Ford Autemebile Company mmit & ion by seoial sclentists,
as significent new forms of social activity. But to cenduct such sn :
W@t&mmﬁmmmmmmwﬁmumw
the universities or their students.

ﬂ'aﬁwm&hwmwg&wmﬁmamm
reference to this tepic, since it is mot somethimg which cem be planmed
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nention the need of experimental facilities, the importance of expere
lack of funds to finance experiments and the study of ether's experiments,
The rapid growth of soclal research in business is not
wnrelated to the fact that business or  have been willing
research workers in business have had access to industrisl and business
processes snd records te which the acedenic students are usually demied.
If business organizetions would im this memner cover sll of the field
of secisl research, there might be mo need of other efforts, but it is
precisely these questions end probleus, in which business has no direct

m«mmmmm”mm%m
uwsuhm,mmmm&,mmmwwmﬁuwmm
of that provision cen be mede. It will have to be specific aceerding o
the problems to be studied.

One aspect of secinl seience which is related %o this
question of experimental study is this: in gemersl efforis at secial
regearch are classified es redical, lideral or conservative, That is
are knows whother justly or mot is beside the question here, wnder one
of these three classifications. This indicates how social resemrch
in the sbsence of experimental work, tends inevitably te beceme or to
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appesr apolegetic or polemic, o play the role of disputant and
stborney, rather than that of sciemsific imguirer. It is significant
thet the National Bureeu of Ecomomic Resesrch showld have adopted
the erganization desoribed hereinbefore, with its directors sppointe
by censervative, liberal, redical end lesrned secisties, to dispell
any susplofon of bias. For it emphasizes the point just mede, that
The question mey be raised whether this situation does
not arise in large part from the fact that the problems studied by
none of which give the basis for o sciemtific problem. No ene would
comfuse o trial by jury with s seientific inguiry, yet in meny ceses
or seme portion of society trying te fasten blume eor to
- Exporimental study of society could and would largely
eveid this pitfall, since the studies would not be comcerned with the
usual run of so-ctlled "sooisl problems®. The very cemditions of an
periment would force the investigetors te give up disputed categories
. and debated comcepts and turn to the basis phemomens of group behavior,
which might be studied somcurrently frem its ecemomic or price mspect,
its political aspect snd its social aspect (family, education, ete).
While the individusl man ond his fellows supply the enly data for secial
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mmwmmm.mmm. Such divere
mumaumﬁmammummwﬁmw
ald of the anthropologists and the psychologists, were %o combine
#he above has been conserned more lurgely with cconemics,
‘the same opporbunities for imvestigation end experimente Today most,
4f not ell, of the training snd investigation ef e hropelogists is
sarried on by fisld work smeng primitive or "bec 58 :
WWWMMM mmmuumwmy
mning to realize the neglects mammmummm

experiments, which would discloze dete and verify hypotheses sbout group
behavior, would centribute mo little to the work of the field workers
smong primitive peoples. Tor the mechanisms of behavier do met differ
greatly, if et all, between the two groups.
for seme yeers, although mach of psychology is treditienal, from its
philosophical matrix, There is need of exps 1 study on group
WMWM&MM%MM,MM%M&
Such experimental work would require oor hle axpenditures and it is
the absence of the necessary funds which is holding busk these much nseded

poriments, hen it is realized thet politicel reforms, health educa~
M.MWMMVMWMW%M%mth
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m«munwmm,mmmamm“
on habit formation end hebit breaking will resdily be seens

Another fis1d calling for study is that of psychepthology
which has been the province slmost exclusively of medioal msn nd testers
of intolligences Thers is meed of study of mentel disorders by payoholegy,
since mental disorders are experiments offering wnparalleled oppertumities
for research. lental disorders in industry end politics especially need
study.

Throughout this discussion it ig samumed that the imtelli
gont and expeditious way of forwarding these projects is by quietly seeking
out the men who are esger te do these things and helping them in their
enterprises, end not by a formal grant of funds te wmiversity suthorities
and trustees or to heads eof dspariments.

' {EOHANICS OF RESEARCE

pression that the social seience of today as & whole is wmpremising and
uselesse It is not intended to convey that impression nor te condemn
the meny teachers mm&m to achiove seientific resultss The oppore
tmities and resources for sclentific work i the wniversities heve been
from the traditionsl dislectics and conceptual disoussions, md to wderiteke

' Tt is these men who, Lf given the opportunity end resources,
eomn end will start the begimmings of & social science, both by their owm
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the most practical methed of assisting the men in universities who

It will be m"‘ little avail to proceed generally upon
the sssumption that by freeing the teachers from class room work they will
automationlly take to rossarche  Many, if glven such froedem, will bake
other jobs outside the umiversities and thus use their time te 1
thelr imcomes which may be quite lsudsble and meritorious, but &t will

The most promlsing methed of giving assi: to these
teschers would bo te esteblish a research burems or institute (the name
could be anything) which would supply the needed clerical, stetistical
and other help required for any worthwhile investigations At the present
tine an economist or soclologist (end to a lesser extent the political
scientist) who wants to do a plece of research is confrented et the outset
Yeory few oan afford from their own purse to employ sssistants, ad the
thelr output to & small frection of what they might do or else they

stinction and reputations It must be remembered that in ecedemic life

premotion depends lergely upon the amount of published materisl issued




by & mani if reseerch is slow and painful, them text books and so on
will be turned out. Thus there is placed e premiuwm on the traditional
line of setivity and & penaliy wpon those who try to do research.

It is & well kmown fact that wniversity presidents es e rule consider
the social science departments well provided when they have been given
e library sndmbscriptions to the professional journsls; while the
natural sciences demand end receive leberstories in incressing number
and size.s

To provide & research bureau and equipment which would
composed of the active men (not heads of departments) frem economics,
university should be formed to sdminister the buresu and to allot the
time of its etaff to members of these faculties, for actual research werk,
ly experimente] studles. 1If the research fellowships previeusly
discussed are esteblished, thess fellews should participate im the services
of the burean as well as sny Ph. D, candidate who was working on a study

*Profs Oghburn ot Columbia told the writer that ome paper & year is shout
the war whon he had the help of the staff of the VWar Labor Bosrd and Bureau
of Laber Statistics, he did ten or twelve studies.

It is clearly a waste of emergy for high caliber men to be
forced to do statistical drudgery when they might be supervising s mumber
of studies and students if they had the requisite clerical force of &
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this kind of a committee to supervise and direct a research bureau since
the brimging of such men together will inevitebly tend to breek dewn
the water-tight compertment theory of the sociel sciences, Sconer or
later there would arise im such & group a desire for co-operative
research which would give a grout impetus forward to secial science.
Such & projest could net be started willyenilly, en account of professional
fealing, tradition end se ems It could be brought sbout, however, by
gradual education of teschers sway from the old motions and toward the
study of problems of group behavier which each aleme is studying from

iouler angle, ecenomic, politicel and seelel.

In Appendix D will be found a 1ist of the various publi-
cations in economics, soclology, political science, psychology snd anthro-
pology. OF these, psychology slome is provided with a jowrnal for sll the
various interests snd subdivisions of the subjech. Mest of the journals
in the other fields sre called wpon %o perform e double service; %o publis<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>