The pudblie school system of Atlants, Georgia, is in
many respects sdmirable., <he Scheols sre well housed, have
regularly trained teschors and enjoy good orgunizetion and
supervision in the main, ¢he president of the Board of idu~-
cation in hie report deted Januery 4, 1904 seys, "Beyond
question Atlente public echools which in the beginning stood
way beyond other publie sehools o this section were the best
because of ithe "Atlente Spirit” sand the"Atlante Spirit" mede
the Atlanta of today. Owr schoeis have not retrograded since
thet time bus for lack of money they have not relatively 0
other pleces mainitainoed tnai;_leading position, They are no
longor the best even in Georgis". Again he says, "It is
physically imposaible for any teacher %o instruct properly
more than foriy puplle at a time snd the best work 1s not pos-
sible if she is required to teach sixiy as is at present the
ssse in our schoels, partioniarly in the lower gradea, Kor
will any degree of personal efficienoy entirely teke the place
of comfortaple surroundings or sdeguate equipmert”. This re-
port meyes further that, "Other oities appropriate to Bohools
from twenty to forty per vent of their eulire revemue, Ait-

lante appropristes to the same purpose lees than ten per cgant
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of her reverue". In addition to the regulsr litersry work
Atlents sahoola have umusic, physiecal culture, snd manual
training for the whites, The report mentionad above Baye;
"fhe institution of & depertwent of menusl training iz owr
public eckoole two yoars ago merked the begloning o
Atlanta's effortsc to educate her sone and dsughters for
thelr places in tho greset industriel Forces in the Bouth”,
Thie work euceeeded &0 well in lhe grammar schovls Shat it
was “de¢ned wise %0 resdjust the currioulum of the high
gohoel iz provision for it thers”, 3ut the report goes on
to sey: "Uur Hegro sohoola are &3 yet without eny help in
tute lime c¢f eduoasion, 44f 411 mround ue we see efforts of
private philanthropy yielding gretifying reeults buil these
cannot cars for all., There is a purt that only the publie
gsahicol cen reech snd sduonte, Until provisicn is made for
them the eitvy goverament is falling shord of its duty %o
them and to southern induatries, ienusl treining and the
crullluents of domestic art properly taughi in the legro
gehovle woulé Yo sn ingdlusble investment fur thé eity im
the conseguent saving in policemen and poiice courts”. The
report sdded, "In every Hegro school mauy teschers teash
two sets of pupils; esch set for half of %the school duy”.
This in dris? is the school situation in Atlanta today., It

is not laek of money alone, however, that determines the

status of Hegre schools, There is8 nut & meaner city %o
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Segroes im the Zouth than Atlanta, Hatred toward Hegroes here
is flagrsut, sggrecéive snd cruel and flaunie itself every-
where, It 18 plessing to find them as smple provisions for
Legro Sducation s¢ obdaine whatever the woiive may be. 1 saw
three of the six public schools for colored ehildrep. In each
case the duildinzs were good and squipment well up to the best
eity sochools ia the Southk, AV the lurgest sgkool the yard is
too small s2d8 the water closets for hoye snd pirls are 59
pleced a# Lo bLe pesliively indecent, In most cases he achkodl
ropus sre of goud size, are well 1ighted and slean, The sestiag
of the pupils ig elsc good, Liltle atiention i{a given by
teachers (o deccrations ir Sheir roows, Tlants and {lowers
wers sboent. Ihis aay have peen due 0 the sypstem of heating
by steves whiloh would not keep fire all {he time, The order
sbout the btuildings wae excellent whether the principsls were
men or women., Two of the achools [ smw bave eight rooms and
¢ne has twelve roows. A1l bave double secsiona from the first
through the fourth zrade and esoh room has usually over fifty
puplle &t sll vimes, But even with the doudble Gessions there
ere no seats for wany ohildren., The same teachers are re-
guired to be con duty frow 6.20 s.m, %o 4 p.u, Those with the
doudle sewsions cvsach handlo & hundred or wmore pupllis per Gay,
The school census For 1903 shows 8118 oolored ohildren between
8ix end oishtseﬁreura of uge. Tor these there were five

publie schools with forty-nine teschers, ¥or 14,460 white
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pupils of the ssme ege, or less than twice the number of
o0lored onildres, thers are more than four times as sany
teschers or 215. In fast, thoere are as many colored
ebildren out of the pubdblic sohevls as there ars in then,
Kany of these g¢ %o Horris Nrown Colliofe, Sellunn Feminery,
Atlents Bapliet Ccllege end Ulark Unlversity, Jach of
thess, save the Beptist college. hes several hundrsdé pupils
of grawsar school grede, The remaining children ere in the
strosts. Lhere i@ mo publte hizh sohool for colored pupils
fp atisnia., 7The various Jegro cvlleges thore, bowever,
gerve ns an abttractive gosl for many of the publie school
pupils who remsin L0 owapletoe the sloueniary solopld BO &8
to entor the coliege prepsratory et lesas, Thus 2 lerge
nuzbher oF thewe childrsn at least recsive a -0¢d elementery
aduoantion,

The teschars cf the public sehoola arve all praatically
from the solleges in the elty. Atleanta University and
Spellman lezinary furnmish the bulk of them, Nest of them
then have very 2004 sraining snd some sre excellent teachers.
Zome of threm, however, arae uarely more or less effiofent
perts of s very well orgenized nechine, The oyetenm in
Atlanta 18 o pretty good ome., Accordingly 1: is easy to do
put 1ittle and yet not fall out of line entirely after one
gets initisted. There is little seve personel enthusissm %o
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urge colored temchers to particularly good work., In the first
plagce they sre paid only sbout two thirds of whet white tesch-
ers receive for doing the wame work and even those teachers
tnat have double sessions get no exira pay. Agein they are
not closely supervised und the teachers of speciecl subjects
have t00 much %0 4u to give them much ettention, The sssistant
superintendent is highly spoken of for his fairness and
esrnestness smong colored teachers though he has but 1itile
time at his disposal, lHeither he nor the superintendent does
much to improve the methode of tesmching., They sometimes pre-
side at the bi-weekly normal clsss whiol all teuachers are re-
guired %o attend, but the teschers do all the work, The ses~-
sion I attended was as inane und purposeless as sn undireoted
teachers' meeting ocould be. Frincipals are supposed %0 cone-
duet these meetings but they have no authority and can get
nothing worth while done.

The superintendent here has held his position for a long
time and sltogether hasw a good system, His attitude toward
colored teachers however is reprehensible, i1f I em rightly in-
formed, and I have many good ressons for thinking I am, BHis
behaviour is common talk among the colered pecple., On enter-
ing a classroom be addresses a tesoher by her Ziret nume for
instance. And he i3 oomumonly charged with having nade indecent
proposals to young colored lady teachers, Though I was teld of
these things by persons with firet hend information I could not
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prove sny of 1t, if 1 ftried, <This is suld %¢ have been at-
tempted ounce but failed for fesr of loss of position,

48 8 result of the efforte of the public and private
an

8clicols Atlanis has as intelligent and se ocspeble & sot of
eolored pevple as are la e found in any city in she south,

e %, B, Willisms,
April 16, 1906,
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