
e d by • t . Ricll r s t tll orlal cet1n tor the ln t 

ofos or Otto I :y-crhof, D eeo r 61 l9Sl 

~ tosk 1 to describe bri f l y , and s ccur taly as my knowledge 
p rmits, the ev ntG c~~ ctoa 
Germany in 1938 nd hi com1 

1 th Protossor ~ • rhor • s d partur from 

to tlu country in 1940. 
Frol!l 1929 to 1938 h.o so, s you o.ll k'lo . , Director of th o1ser 

:llh ltr1 Instituto of Pllyslolo y t the Univer 1ty of Heidelber • Dur-

ing th later y rs ot that period , politic 1 C. v lop onto in Q many 
or uch o to alt\;.1 ~ife 1n th t countrr 1ntolcrnbl tor n seiontist 

ot uch qunlitie Df rnind nnd epirit as 'oy rhof poosensod. 
In 1937 h v1u1 tod thi cctmtcy, encouraged to boll v th t a 

u1t ble position f or the continuation of bis :ork otild be found for 
him. This hop a not ra liz d and he r\;turn ct to Gernany. 

In th. s r of th foll~ing y r , 1938, it made pp r nt 

to hi by Dr . osch, President of the ntirc roup or K 1 e.r ilhclm 
Inntitutes., that it· as vital to h1 that he lcav 0 rmany. 1'ho ~ov-

ornm nt, 'C'hloh he.d denied h1t3 pel"J'l..J.aoion to ttGnd tl Intornnt1onnl 
Phyo1olog1c l Concro 1n Zurich in ugust 1938, d1d ive r~m a pass-
port .h1ch, a littlo later, permitt a him to nter S itzerlnnd. ft r 

bri f sta~· th r h p occ dod to P r1 her 1 through the ood offi-
c s of h1.s form r pupil , Dr . I chmannohn, aidcl2 by th physicist Je n 

P rrin, powt lmd been rrnng d for hi in tho Inat1 tute Roth eh11CS, 

as D1r ctor of Reno rch ~ tho I1ot1tuta of iolocy. las 1ork there 
a.c 1dod by support f'rOJ:l tt~-- Joo1oh 'acy Jr. oundntion1 the condi-

tions for orlt r ood until tho outbrc . of the r in 1939. om 
then on th~ scale or h1s uppor boco.no soall md tho uture >rceed-

1ngly dar • 
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nrly 1n June of 1940 t co u st or anc bocan:o 1ncv1 bl 

and tho Gercnn occupation or Pari 1rnm!nont. Tho n c ssity or leav-

ing Par1z bee c vident d, as did thousands or oth rs, he decidod 

to rsake his ay to the Vouth of r· nee. He and .. n. 'eyorhor tu:ui 

their son nlt r drove by t~xt tr P rlo to Toulouse. ThD diffi-

cult1os ot th 3ourney er· lesu od b,y the kill nd xperience of 

tho young womnn to.x1 driv r . 

Dr. lJ:eyerhot tou11d f~ienda in the e 1co.l acul 'I ot th Un1vor-

s1ty or Toulouse ond was ble to busy hioselt in tbe library nnd lab-

oratories of that ins t1 tution. 

It wa from roulcuse th t he rot to Dr. • • Lambert, Assis-

tnnt Direetor ot the 'edical Division ot the ock feller Foundation 

(July 5, 1940) as tollowst 

"As I jud.fi fron the politic 1 1tuat1on1 the Ul be in 

futul no clmnco for ~o to ~e p ey position, n if I shoUld 

t;C pe t'rom im=".J.n nt danger. Therefor , I oul eeopt any poni ticn 

1n u.s.A. hicb ould nllo e to get non- quot v1e to 11v on 

modest scnlo j1th ruy ife nd oy youngo!t son. 'J 
eopy or th t l ttor e nt to e by Dr. lnn Greug; it 

re ched e on o turdny,. July 13 1 1940. 1th it c copy of u 

cable to Gregg trom • v. Hill or London, ~cndin e 

"Could you got ~oyerhot, ito nd son ay fro~ ToUlouse. I~ 

possible from h ro . " 
Gregg 's let't r inquired hether there 'EinG ny chance that n po-

1 tion might be ere t d for yerhof t tb Un1 v rDi t or Pennsylv .. -

in and tat d that the Fo1md tion ould contribute on I lt of n 

annual salary if tho University ould rw.tch 1t 1th an oqusl amount. 



- 3 -

Dr. ilson, he a of our dep· rtrtont or physiologic 1 chemistry, was 

in 1!1ch1gan at the time. I at once wired h1m nd be replied a1v1ng 

enthusiastic pproval ct th suggestion that eyerhot be ortered a 

Research Proresaorship in his dep rtmcnt. On ~onday the 15th I was 

able to tell Orea ott1ciallY tl1nt the University ould meet the 

teres ot his propos l nd that formal otter or tho proresaorship 

cUld. be made . 

On July 18, Proaident Gnteo cabled tho orter to ~eyerhor and 

confirmed it by letter of the samo do.te . ne na dviood that he 

houl.d rnako his t~ vol arrong«monts through the ockoteller repro-. 
sontutiva 1n Lisbon, lexnn4er ril'..insey • 

.. his cablB nd thtl contirming letter frl£lra:nteed to !eyerhof the 

non-qilotn Visa tor ent17 1nto tho u.s. At that t1mo it appeared that 

thnt visa ould be the nole stno-qua-non tor his departure . 

The spirit in hieh the otter s being =ade can be inferred 

from one sent no in snother letter Sf)nt July lB trom the University 

to .. eyerhota 
"Inasmuch as our chief desire in connection w1 th our orrer to 

you ts that your researches shall be promot 4 to the best advantage, 

e otlld be guided by your 11 hes th respect to oth r ct1vit1ea 

(1.~. te ehing) thnn those of rcsoarcb. u 

l!Bkirulky in Lisbon began t once to tey ~ rr ng po.ssngo for 

• y rho£, his ~ito and son, Lisbon to l ew York. hore ~an a possi-

bility that they co'?-d get on n Oroek sl_llp, July 30, or rionn Ex-

port ship August 18, ... nothing onrlior. But it soon ppoorcd that 

transatlnntlc trnv 1 nrrnnac~onts ere the lenst of the diff1cult1os 

to bO overcome. 
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Article 19 or th tenrm of thQ Arm1st1c4 sinned at Compiegne, 

June 23, eont ns tho sontencesc 

"fl · en~h Gove.rnmont in obliged to Q'trrel'J.!Sct upon 

4emancJ all Gorm-Q.lls .. ad by the Oormsn Govornmont 1n ance 

as ell s in Fronch poas ss1ons, Colonies, Protector te 

Terri tor1eo nn<l ~andatos. 

'1' .e rench Government binds 1 tself to provont ro oval 

ot Gel'1'!lEUl ,ar and civil prisoners into French terri torte a 

or 1nto torei;n countries. " 

Thoso par raphs - p rtieularl.y sinister re the words "surrender 

on demand" -- wore m do appl1cable to political refugees or 1ndeeC aQY 

German nationalist hom the Ger.man Gove~ent anted to lay hold of. 

!hey .ere the basls ot tho dnnger h1ch bung ov r the headc or .... 
German nation lists who had tnken ref'u e ln 4 ance -- danger of con-

centration camps or orse. 

Tho Vi eb_y Government 11 vad up to those tema ell too well. Dur-o 

ing tl·e threo nontha hich followed our cables to ~eyerhot, ppenls 

~or iscunnc of reneh eX! t visas to the 'eyorhots were made by both 

the Rockefeller Found tion and t he Univern1ty o:r Pennsylvan1 to tho 

Sucretnry of St te, to other offieials of tho Stotc Dep rtm ... nt nnd 

finally by :!r. Orville Btillitt directly to hitJ broth(;r-, ·r. .1111am 

c. Bullitt, then tho u.s. l rnbassndor to ance, but :tf~ortect. 
1\ 

'l'he confusions and unc0rta1nties or the ttmos mcde chan8es or 

buse dvis blc. At one timo, chances or help soem&d bettor 1n Bor-

deaux nt! on dvice tro. t.h 1r friend Pro-fessor Soula of !roulouse, 

the oyerhot's ont therEl. hen the Oercano moved in and back they 

ent to f oulouso. Later it seemed necessary to be ne r an American 
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ConsuJ.at and thnt took them to ~ars 1lle. om th re they went to 

the ncar-by eoastal town ot Danyuls-sur- !er bel'S thorc is a small 

rinc B1olog1cal Laboratory in which ~eyerhor undertook some work; 

it as from thllt village that he finally made his eaoape. 

The fut111 ty ot his and our appenla tor the issuance of a 

French o:d.t vis lod to tha exploration or irregul r means ot escape. 

At ono t1 e it ppearod that they migl1t be ablo to get paasago by 

boat from ~rsoille to Lisbon. t hat provea to be illusor,y. At an-

othor, s cnch ott1c1nl in Porpignan agreed , tor a consideration, 

to conduct a party including the teyerhofs acros~ tho border to the 

Spanish frontier town or Port Dou. They were conducted as tnr o.s tho 

French frontier town or Cerbero md there deserted. 

Finally, in eu~ly October, through rr . Yarisn Fryt representa-

tiv of tho rgoney Roscuo Corumittee ot tho UD1tur1an Service Co~ 

mittee in New York, arrangem nts were made tc escape on foot across 

the frontier. A guide ho kne the trails greed, nga1n for a. con-

std r tion, to conduct thco ovor tho Pyrenees. 

I quote the following description ot that dventure from a letter 

to o tro •alter eyerhof: 

"They oro to no to hotel 1n the n 1ghborhood ana 

t oliQ a roo there nnd the smuggler ould t the shortly 

nfter midnight. Just a small lumdbag ns all that aa 

allowed as f ar us lugsage na con~ernod. 

"i'here era two or thre · othor poraons in my p rents• 

party . 'lhay ent in single file an~ ~oro not perm1 tted 

to t nlk. As t h y appronehod the l;ordor line they once had 
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to hide in the busllos bccaune the smuggler thought ho 

hoel"d sam body comns. litter thllt overybo~y ho.d to tuke 

of their shoos until they ero in Spain. Then tho guide 

showed them tho way to the Spanl~b border control house 
and le:tt the~. This a arly 1n the morning. 

"The Spnni~h ~order otticers ere extremely arrogant 

~d gonorally rotur.ncd people to Franca 1f they did not 

bnve a Fr ncb exit visa , fllt.bough thoy had o Spanish visa . 

People thout Spanish visns were jailed. On that Sunda7, 

too, .hen parents hnt1 to :~ld t in line to be exa.mlned, 

cve17body nn returned to ance. By pure eoineidence, 

thcugh• an American Vice-Consul was passing through Spain 

in hi~ ca.r und happened to stop at th!a border patrol houso. 

ley lCothor begncd hit: to inf'luenco tho Spnnish otticor on 

thoir beh lf and the Vice-Consul did ·hat he could. hen 

ny parents r6 called in to tb oftic r he r fused to let 

than paso. Indeed he refused e.bout wnnty 1mes whilst rq 

mother tactfully n.~d 1nsiotontly ~1v0Y.od ell ars~ents rrom 
the United St. tcs to tho Uobel Prize. Then utid ·nly the ot-
ticer s id they could pass. 

' ry parents ont to B rcclonn by train and rested t or 

Q few dnyo. oo tndrid thoy fl to Lisbon and there were 

no further difficulties. " 
Otto I ayerhof nnd his it.e eiled from Lisbon on October 16, and 

rr1vod in e Iork the 2?. 
On Ncvcobcr 5 t I ns ble to · r1 tc to Alan Grogg thnt Meyerho:t' was 

then with us and that his appointment had bean tormal.ly approved. 
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It was u source of deep distress to Professor end Urs . Ueyerhof' 

that their son v.alter was unable to escape 1'11 th them. He proved , 

however , well able to take care of himself and reached this count ry 

in April of the fol lowing year . He continued his training in physics 

in our Graduate School . 

Never, but once, did Otto ~eyerhof''s serenity forsake him. That, 

for a brief time only , wa~ in Bordeaux after a most exhausting ride 

from Toulouse in a train o~er-crc,\7ded with soldiers ana refugees . At 

all ether times he maintained complete confidence in n happy outcome. 
11 .hatever happens, they can never reach our souls . " He solaced himself' 

by reading in the libraries at ~culou~e, ~arse~lle and by r.o~k and 

reading in the 11 ttl e L~ar1nc Biological La bora tory at Banyuls- sur- Mer . 

He felt a deep sense o: indebtedness to the Unitarian Service Com-

mittee and in a letter to its Exocutive-See~etary ritten from Phila-

delphia on Christmas day of 1942 he rote : 

•rv hen the history of the Areerican liberation of Europe 

from the tazi yoka r.i ll ones be written, the role played by 

the heros of humanity in the Unitarian Service Committee in 

:F'rance shall not be forgotten . ' r 

He signeJ himself ttwi th gre~test admiration and deepest grati t;ude" . 

The University of Penr~ylvanie counts itself fortunate in having 

had ti1e privilege of acting as intermediary in his escape and particu-

larly blessed because of his presence end influence here ~UTing 10 good 

~orking ye;ars . 

Note (not mentioned): At the end of the year 1940, word Cal'!le from 
- Harsei11e that a. French exit visa had then been authorizod. 
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