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- JGRICULEUBAL APPROPRIATION BILL--~THE FARMERS' COOPERATIVE

DEMONSTRATION WORK AND THE GENERAL EDUCATION BOARD

Honorable John H Small
Of North Carolina
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 25, 1914

My Small: Mr Bpeaker, I dasire to diecuss the
same amendment which was referred te im the colloguy
between the chairman of the committes a#d the gentis=
man from Tennessee (Mr Byrns). This is Senate amend-
ment No. 41 and affecte the appropriation for farmers'
cooperative demonstration work. The House bill carried
an apprepriaticn of $378,240, which was inoreased by
the Senate by baodrooa, with a provise that no part of
that sum should be used in connestion with any money
gontributed or tendered by the General Bducation Board
or any like corganization.

And, as the chairmen said, the conferees agresd
to a substitute for the Benate proviec by providing
that 1% msy be used with cocperative funds contributed
by States; counties, and municipalities, and by public
organizations within the State, so that under the amend-
ment as agreed to by the conferees there can ve hereaf ter
no centribution to the fagﬁé;l';aqpperative demonstration
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work from the General Bducation Board, because it ig

not an organization within the State. Now, Mr Speaker,

if Congress determines to make the appropristion suffi.
cient to defray the expenses of this farmers' cocpera-
tive demonstration work, there can certainly be no ob-
Jection; but I do wish to refer in a brief way to this
work as it has been conducted in the past and the great
2id which has been rendered through the Gineral Educa~
tion BoardQ This farmers' cooperative demonstration
work is the most valuable activiiy which has ever been
organized to help the average farmer. no matter in what
gaction he lives, but particularly im the Bouth, whers
it had ite origin. This work was iInitiated by Dr
Seaman A Knapp, whe was put in charge of the work for
the eradication of the boll weevil, and out of his &f«

forts for the eradication of the boll weevil cams the

organization by him of what came to be known as the
farmers® cooperative demonstration work. He desirsd
and many of the oitizens of the SBouth who had becomse
familiar with ite great benefits desired to extend it

to all the Southern States, in addition to those which
were suffering from the ravages of the boll weevil. At
that time Congrese declined to make the necessary appro-
priation, and later Dr Knapp appealed to various sources
and finally to the General Education Bﬁard? ang thet
Board in 1906 began to make its contributions, and since
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that time has comtributed as much as $1,000,000 in
annual amounts-

Now, great benefite, as the chairman has well said,
have been received by thes farmers of the South through
this work, and it has been made possible through the do-
nations of thie General Bducation Board. It ies not for
Congress to lmpugn the eource Ifrom which the General
Education Board obtained the money noer gen wé with pro-
.priety do so. Congrese has for years refused to appro-
priate for this great work a sufficlent eum, and 1% is
to the credit of this Beard that it recognized the value
of the work and made possible its continuance. The faat
is that this money waes accepted with the knowledge and
approval of the President and of the several Beagataries
of Agriculture, all the officials of the Agricultursl
Department, and of the people of the States of the Bouth,
who have enjoyed the benefits of this farmers' coopera-
tive demonsiration work. In explanation of this farmersa'
cooperative demonstration work it may be said that county
agents go upon the farm and bring the the knowledge of
better farming methods to the farmer himself. There
have also been established boys' corn clubs, girias' clubs,
girls' canning clubs, and other organizations of boye and
girls seeking to familiarize them with the work of the farnm
and alsc tending to make rural life more attractive.
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Now, in another body and from private sourcee there
nave been criticisms of the manner in which this fund
has been expended and used: I have had it from the
kighest authority that at all times this cooperation by
the Board had no strings attached. The General Education
Board heartily approved of this work and made annusal &8p-
propriations therefor, but the expenditures were made
entirely by ?he officials of the Department of Agriculture.
The Board had nothing to do with the segtione or States
in which the work was to be done, with the employment of
agente or the other officials who were to conduct the
work, and it had no connection with any legielation whicgh
was enaoted from time to time for the enlargement of this
work. Nor has there been to my knowledge - and I can
speak from knowledge of the conduct of this weork in
Rorth Carolina - any polities in the prosecution of this
farmers' cooperative demonstration work, nor has the
General Education Board sought to influenge ite action
in the slightest degree.

Now, ¥r Chairman, the citizens of North Carolina -
and I believe I bespeak the sentiments of the farmers
and all citizens of other Southern States = apprecistc-
and are grateful for these contributions which made pos-
sible the establishment and enlargement and prosecution

of this farmers' cooperative demonstration work to the
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extent to which it has been proseguted and which has
almost brought about a remaissance in agricultufsl methods.

In every Southern State there has been an inersased
production of all the staple crops: New and better methods,
diveresification of cropa, better implements, and more com-
fortable homes have enthused the farmer and rural life
has been made more atiractive. I have stated before, and
it will bear repetition, this class of work has wrought
more for the benefit of the average farmer than has ever
been before accomplished. Its value hes been recognized
outside of the South: In the preceding paragraph of this
bill is carried an sppropriation of $400,000 for the same
character of educational work among the farmers of other
segtions of the counitxry. It may now be said to have aarned
universal approval: This is the highest commendation of
the farmers' cooperative demonsitration work.

Now, I am in favor of Congress appropriating the
entire sum necessary to continue this work: Through the
generous cooperation of the General Education Board it
has passed through ite sxperimental stage and its value
has been amply demonstirated: Its critics have been
silenced. Congress is simply discharging a duty it
should have assumed in the beginning. But as a citizen
of one of the States of the BSouth I resent any insinua-
tion that this money herstofore contriduted by the Board
has been expended in any other than a proper and legitimate
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way, and I essert again the great benefits that have sc-
crued 0 the farmere of the South. Why, Mr Speakser, this
contribution by the Board does not represent the entire
amount which has been expended in this work. ¥For in-
stance, thie work has been instituted in slmost every
~county in North Carclina under a cooperative plan of con-
tribution. The county authorities would contribute, say,
from $300 to $1,000. The Department of Agriculturse would
contribute out of this fund from the Board a like amount,
and Trequently local organizations and individuals wouid
8till contribute a like sum-

The whole amount would be controlled and expended
by the officlals of the farmers' cooperative demonstration
work, representing the department, in paying the salary
of a county agent, who would conduct this work amoné the
farmere. The selection of this county agent was made by
the Agricultural Department.

Mr Bpeaker, the farmers' cooperative demonstration
work was devised and initiated by Dr Beaman A Knapp. He
was reared and sducated in Iowa, but has resided in the
Bouth for about 26 yeare prior to his death in 1911. He
camé to know our people and our resources. He also knew
our limitations and handicaps. When the boll weevil began
its ravages, he was detailed by the Department of Agricul-
ture to study the problem and propese som§ method of
eradication. Among other remedies, he strongly urged
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diversification of crops in substitution of the one-crop
system of ootton. Through ths wisdom of thie man it is
now conceded that the boll weevil may be controllsd in
large degree, and that what was regarded as & great calam-
ity waa in reality also a blessing.

Out of this work grew the farmers' cooperative de-
monstration work, which has spread throughout the country.
This latter work has alfd made possible the Lever lLaw for
further agricultural sxtenmsion work through the State agri-
cultural colleges. Dr Knapp was a pioneer and a dbuilder.
He had & constructive mind. Above all, he gave his talents
and himself in the service of man. His work will be hia
most enduring monument.

Now, Mr Bﬁo&karv Just a word about the cooperative
work of the General ldncation Board in North Carolina.
Through the contributione by this Board an organized at-
tack has been made upon the hookworm disease. There was
prejudice in my State originally against thia crganizad
work and against the source from which the money came.

But that has entirely disappeared, and in the hundred
counties of North Carolina there have been county eppro-
priations averaging $260 te the county, in additien to
the amount gontributed by the General Education Board.
And the Btate of North Carolina has made a general sppro-
priation of $8,000. “In the great campaign which hés been
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waged for better educaticnal facilities in North Carolina
the General Bducation Beard has generously cooperated.
Their contributions were made at a most opportuns time
and have been of very great value to the Btate.

I wish to say in conclusion that the psople of the
Seuth having been the beneficiaries of contributions from
this Board, which have been wisely expended and with great
benefit to the pecple, it i1l beccmes Congress or any
citizen of the country. and certainly any citizen of the
South, to impugn the motives of the doner or to exhibit
ingratitude. I distinotly diaelsim any such sentiments
for the people of my State or of any Southern State. Wa

are neither ingrates nor cowards. (Applause.)
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