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RPPORT TO DR . 

BY 

Dill1AS MALONE_ 

The supplementary grant lf the Roc~ ~e,ler F01mdation in 
support of my comprehensive biogr~phy of Ti1vma~ Jpf~erson ex-
~ ired on October 1 , l948 . This grant, for $5000 , v;as made to 
Columbia U~iv~rsity. The original grant was mrde to the 
University (f Vjrginia for the period of three years from June 
1 , 1944 to June 1, J 94 7, and v:-as afterwards P""tP .Cl ed to October 
1, 1947 . The tot"ll s.mount ,...,f thif was ~21,000, of which the 
sum of slightly more than ~20,000 ·was used . , Thr:- gr:1nd totc:l 
of aid thus amounted to somew,at more than $P5 , 000, over a 
period of four and a third ye2rs . It is not my purpose here 
to enter into fiscal details, but this is a good time to 
express .:>.gc?in my grr-> t ;tp:r::recia.t Lon of this generous support, 
without v:hich the c- ntinuance '"'f thi~ 1(;\rge and exacting 
project vmulf! '-t!:lve been q_ui ~e imp .... ssible. The undertaking 
of such a ta 1k, re~..uiring so large a personal inves:tment <'f 
labor through ~0 long a period, was an act of considerable 
aud~city on my part in the first place . At a crucial junctilre 
I \Vas so fortunate as to gaj n +''le support not merely f the 
funds '~Jut also of the fc:i-4-'1 ~ "'-he Foundation, and for this 
I am and always shall be deeply grateful . 

The fullest statement a·"'~out the project the'. i~ n record 
is the one I m?de to the Foundation on February 2.0 , 19~'L1. The 
pla~ that was outlined then has been adhered to e...;.cept in 
details of schedule and the precise breakdown of volume~. A 
report on tbe progress of the work was made on March 10. , l!1Lt7, 
and my purposes were restated in the Introduction to t~e first 
published volume. These purposes needed not be repeated here , 
but the present rather ii1.f0rmal report mov be regerded as a 
continuation rf the one of March 19, 19~'~7, to the date of the 
expiration ~r the supplementary grant . 

The title which has been adopted for the entire work is 
.Jefferson and His Til'"'e , and the firs+ 'f the four projected 
volumes was published on .~~ril l:-", 1 q-" 8 , tmder the title, 
Jefferson the Virginian (1743-J7A~). It co~pris~s about J~~,000 
words . Det~iled inf -:--.aL.ion abuu~.~ the prepcration of this 
volume vras given in my re.:-''1rt c·f t~arch 19, 1947, at r.h.ch time 
co y was in the ha'r'lds f the publisi1ers . A few v~·ords mr.y· be 
said here ab)ut the actua~ processes ~f printing and publishing . 

These were moro c-mplicated thr!n usual l Jc-"'use 1f the -r-:,..t 
tl1£!.t I avai ~ ed myself - ~risely, I am sure - -r the counsel of 
a number of people as the successive chapter·s v<rere set in tyne. 
~heEditors )f The Papers ·f Thomas Jefferson at Princet0n dia 



The stat~ )f the t', ~rk on Oct;ber 1, 1 q4.s, ~r.ras as follows : 

Research . The m~jor m~nu~cript m~terla~: ~ r this period of 
seventeen years are approximatelv 100 volum~~ ~ the Jefferson 
Papers in the Lihrary of Congre "" , ~nd erhaps a third of t·1at 
number in the Co lidge Collecti 1 ' ::1 the · ..., ssachusett~ Rist0r icPl 
Society . These manuscripts I b<.:ve gone through ::.lrnost c ~mpletel./, 
alone with the Accolli"'l.t Rooks · n:1 other pers )n~l rec ·rds in 
various reposit~ries. The material~ at Princeton I am continu-
ing to use for purposes 1f supplerr.entation. As to other l'!!cnu-
sc,.. i nt collections ' it is h"'rd to 'mo just ···here to dr~w the 
1.: · , hough one l"lUSt draw i 't some"':'-.ere because ')f the b,..ev i ty 
1f hu""an li -~"e. ~ , eneral pr">cE rP is to so t}'l.rough the _:"Ub-
lishe.ct writings f .Te.ffers-"'n ' s IJ1 jnr contcmporcr; PS vear ,..,¥ 
year ( · .shingtor.L, A-'u. s , V!adison, .... .~o,u~':>e, namilt •, )t al .), 
o.nd. tv c msult th ir manusct'ints 0nly · n snec · ~1 ~' '·ers. .,i1~ 
n" .:.n 8tidP io'1al collect · on used UD to t'l-ti n·.-·nt is tl-i~t 0f 

ad is )n, but v-=-lua·:>lt' items h"VP been found- ·n ""the.,. pl"c .. > ts 
in the \:i.lliam C. RiVE'S P"'~ers. Very few writers h~ve rtt,..,,.., .... ed 
r careful correl~tion of evAn the published. writings of c0nte"'l-
-porPry 1 eaders , <lY1d ·i n a rePl sense these ar,.. still un~a~"rr->fl 
sources . T'-e monogrr1 hs '"'n this period, -:l~o, are of great 
v~lue, r~d I hEVP. fOnP th~ou~h a lnrge UQ~ p~ n~ thPID. T· P~1 
~re still ga~s Ln my notP~, PSpPci~lly f r the year~ 17Q8-18no 

nd in n~r:~~a_er m~teri~~ , 'ut the researc~ rk ~""r the volumP 
is lor"' ly one . .L ~-h'"'nJ;: .._ · immel"lsi7ty vf -1-11e ta'-'k ·•·ill he 
obvj ous . 

''ritine: . Th·s h2s -.~gged ..... eyo..,l n:y ho)r. , chiefly hecrusf' 
1- h~~ '?d to be lrrg~ly c~ fi edt the sun~ ~. ~· 't chaP.-~-ers 
s.no on~ a .. )Prdi:-~ a ... e - ne md ~ nin-1-h ch' pt r e. out l">alf -on~. 
T1,e~e d "1 r:holly i th J ~ff'er ""n' "' exc er~i.n~ly rich 1 i fe .:_n 7r,ncP, 
c wpr i inF ~ er'Kpf" n third ')f tl '~--,ok, "'nd i·hey run to ~ppro:·i-
-at01.y 75,000 ·.o "" · .., to.gethcr . (" -~-ent~tive - · st of ch~pter 
titles · s att.:~cfl'" .::~ / This ~o-r·· :f f iv a l ,., he.l.f ye rs could 
e'""s·ly fill r:n erl v ~U' ) n~ • t pr "',1+~ 11'1U~1l 1ly "ifficult 
)rob1 r.::""s of .se- ecti n Ln. · ~atic-n. A~ , T :1m not r15 
thorrn,jhly fan ' liar :-ith it "S 'Tith tb.~ .... t ~ erican p litica" 
f'tary . PreSQT'lt:'"'ly I c.s-n EO ... eood de .. l faster W} ~n I get ~"11 
lnt~ thP s~cre~ery~lip f state . 

P~~f"ects. now I bRVe ~eirnnd t mak< all p.,.ophecies 
.:th rP-servati ns . r·1 time-co suming research y·ork n Vnlum II 

is .. r ly done , .. nd my rec rds ere in much beto~-er fhcpe than 
t' rv ever ~·ere for Volume I. y guess is , therefore , tl"'~:lt if I 
ern dev tE: tbe whole of next summer to it I C?n finish the lil'.:.tins:-
rdtlun rnother year , th .. t is, hy the end of 1949. At all events , 
the volume ought to he done soon en·Jufh for publ i.c8tion in thE' fall 
of l9SO . The delrys in finel processes shoulc be fE?vrer then thP.y 
were -r-ith VolUIIEI . Fr,.- ex .. mp1 , I eYpect t ~ubroit t)1e vari:>Us 
ch~~t~r tot' e ~r:nc t n _ .. ople ~n~ t' er~ ln typPscrirt in~teRd 
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of proof • . nso, nll m<ltters f verific&tion, bibljogr~pty, e~~c., 
"'hou.l-'l be eYped.i.ted "':.his time. The postrvnt:o!"'ent nf _ ... uhlic-ti0n 
i~ exceedin::;ly di~a~vantc.gt;ous to me -:'e,..c-on~uy, but I should 
be unworthy f the c nfidence ···4 i.ch ras been !)1sced in me if I 
were t0 ~acrifice standerds nf scholar~hip ~nd writing for the 
sc:.l- 'lf speed . 

"~'uch advance v;ork has been {io!le on the two last volumes , 
but here I am confining myself to the sec~nd. For this tbe 
Rock~feller Found~tior..-v-1:1 deserve the mc;j')r share of credit , 
r 1d J rrn,JJ.c lil~e to get a copy 'Jf .it t" i·h,pm 1 ong brd'""r'? ~he 
fall of 1950 . I hope t...,ey wi 11 c •nJ-inue • ,.,e pat.::...e t , ~nr~ ... n!"'t 
•·hey will regard their co:P...fidence rs justif' ' <":>d when, ...,.L "_ast, 
tllc~ book is done . 

Dece~ber £0 , 1948 
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10· .'T·PT ~F 'i'm<' DIPLm1~·TIC 'J·PIBE 

I . Introd~ction to Paris 

II . 'l'he Rebuffs fa C'):r.miszion '' , 1784- 1786 

III . Jlt t,,e Court of Versai,lf'"r , 17Pc;- 1787 

IV . Confronting Jurm Bu,l , 1786 

V. Se 1timent"'l Adventur , 17FV' 

VI . l"in·ister f Inf0rrr.ati , 178c;-1789 

VII . Trvvelin~ rith a Purpose , :787 

VIII . Tte .Jefferson Circlr: , 1787-1788 

Th~ Ilill?ACT GF REVOLUTION 

IX . Viev1ing the American Scerv· , 17P7-1789 

X. The RevJlu~5on ~egi~s, 1787-1789 

XJ . European B·=~lance Sheet 

A.,..,nendiX I 
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