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SUBJECT: RF , Germany, And WW 

First let me remerk concerning each of the three impressions you 
got concerning my attitude to crd helping Germany. These three inpressions 
uere certainly incorrect, at least in part : and for thst I sm :responsible . 

1) Do I think "of the German nation as a monolithic whole, ell 
of whose members are to be thought of as sharitl!. equally in Nazi guilt end 
to be dealt v. i t.h as e unit" ? 

I do not . I f I held aPY &uch view, I could hnrdly choose 
cert&in elements with .hich I would pro;ose that .e ~ork, and other ele~ents 

wit.h which I would !•repose not to .. ork, c:t least for the present. 

2) ro I want to &pply Old Testament principles to Lhe Germ~ns 
"with their continued suffering an accepted result" ? 

I do not . I prefer to apply th~ New Test.nment. I think thr.t, by 
Ne~ ~estement st~ndards, the Nazis s i nned foully, and thPt Gll Gero£ns bear 
some share of the responsibili ty. I 1:hink that for this they will i nevitably 
suffer, have suffered , tnd should suffer . I think ihat all the orl e must 
to some extent share this suffering . 

3) Do I favor the "rebuilding in GermJiny of · new intellectu".il life 
and culture of any depth"? 

I e1o . But I guess we differ as to the desir ble first steps . 

It does not ~eem to me that projects in the upper recches of 
ndvt'nced scholarEhip can sensibly be aided in a. set tine of starving people , 
homes vd t hout heat, school toys without pencils, l i breries ni thout books . 

Flll'thermore, s.dv~ need knowledge cen obviously be used either for 
evil or for good. One hao no right to aic the acquisition of adv}nced knouledge 
unless he thinks the chF.nces are ~t least bett.~r tlwn even thut the r esulting 
power will be used , and will be used wisely. The econontic, soci al , end 
poli tice.l instability of Germany raises reu l question s to whet,her such ~id 
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will actuc lly result in pouer t.h.a. t will bt:: used; e.nd the J•eco'!"d of the l ast 
35 years raises l'. reason~ble doubt c-s to rihether the power would be used 
wisely. These seem to ~e additional reasons for concentr~ting, for the 
pr~::sent, on "lore bFt sic needs in Germany ond wai t.ing a bit before starting to 
give them cdv~;:.nced intellectu~;:.l ar.mr"ment. 

As to the rema.inder of your memorandum, I er.ree unre~1ervedly with 
the five points you list under the he8ding "~orcc.ls." 

Under ''Our o~n Self-Interest, II I agree wholly ~lith the first five 
points. As to the sixth, I think a.n honest intellectusl life must be de-
veloped in Germuny just "'S r,>j.idly es possible. But I think the presently 
compelling part of this development relt'tes to reform in elemente.ry end 
i'!11.1edi.e te educ•1t.i.on, youth lE:edership, · nd democrc.tic me.ss lcsdership through 
such media as movi~~, radio, rress, etc . 

Under the neading "The Effects of Our Policies on Ourselves," I 
W!1olly <. gree with ~verything you say. 

Whr.it I would fnvor is simply this : 

t} Concentrate for the present (review ·,vithin one year) on "'n effort 
to estsblish contact between the Germ~n p~ople - perticul J·ly uermc..n youth - and 
democrt:~tic iliePls und procedures. This would involve RJll's recom:'llendations 
1 End 2. 

B) ·onduct this on a brorul Foundation t !>is but not on seprrate 
division•l ~ ses. 

C) Do this at ~ lev~l of fUpport thot is renson~hle fro~ the point 
of view of our oblig!.l.tions to othtr countries ,;hich nv·y both need ~nd deserve 
more. On the other hPnd, me crnno+ properly disregard the imnortPnce of 
Cerrac-ny to Europe, nor the enormous potential nlue of E.. decent Pnd int.ellectu~.lly 
:. ctive Germr,ny. 

D) No division&~l fCtions, !'or the present, by NS, lfS, H, end SS. 1!11 
divisions v;ould, of C·.:>urse, contrihlte thei:- knowledge end their sugge..>tions 
to the gener~l progrurn. IHD progrtm i n Germ~ny to be reported in e~rly dis-
cu~sion st~ges to the person or group ~P~~onsible for the general Germ&n 
progr~m; ~nd elements of IHD program ~hould not be ~ctivrted in GermEny until 
it has been mutually r greed by the Presi dent, Director of HID, "'nd the "Germvn 
Director" th· t the IHD moves a re consht.ent with the generr:l C(;;rmen progr'!lm. 
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