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As you of course know, the Bureau of Social Hygiene is 
terminating its activities on June 50th. The two fields to which the 
Bureau hus devoted the major part of its t ime and resources ure criminology 
and sex hygiene . It would seem from what Mr. Fosdick says , as if the 
Rockefeller Foundation might find it possible to assume an interest in the 
former. As to the latter, which is really the field of birth ccntrol and 
related ~".e<>tions, .it would not a'Opear as if it, as a whole , could be taken 
over by sny of the boards in which you are interested, both because of the 
programs o~ ~hese boards era the element of propaganda and controversy 
which so often is attached to endeavors in birth control. 

The purpose of this letter is to ask you if you would be 
interested, through the Advisory Committees, to assume the responsibility 
for the continuance of the Bureau' s support in this important field. I 
take the liberty of making thi s suggestion to you because of my very great 

• personal interest in birth control and related questions, and because of the 
feet that from time to time e~eals do come to this office which we have 
previously referred to the Bureau -- which procedure , of course, will no 
longer be possible . Ao a matter of fact we have before u~ at the moment 
an exceedingly interesting project in regard to so cc.lled Merri nge Consulta-
tion Centers which comes from the New York Academy of Medicine and ~lhich we 
are at somewhat of a loss to know how to handle . 

From the Bureau of Social Hygiene I learn that over a period 
of years they have contributed to the American Birth Control Leab~e a.~ t 3 

National Committee on Maternal Heelth . For 1934 a contribution of ~10,000. 
has already been m'!de to the former , but no provislon has been m. 1 e f .. · ,.. 
rene\7al ·~o the latter organization , whic.'<l last year received {;12,500. from 
the Bureau. Attached hereto is the statement prepared by the Bureau OAowing 
their contr~butions to social hygiene and sex research over the past five 
years which I feel sure will be helpful to you in your thinking on this 
subject . 

Beside the two above zncntioned organizations, tl:lcre .... __ other 
individuels and groups doine importont work in this field, such as :!i s 
llargaret Sanger and the Birtn Control ClinicP~ Research Bureau, whicn it 
would seem we oight well support also . 
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To present a very r~ugh but concrete bu1get for your considera-
tion, I would suggest the following: 

American 3irth Co~trol League 

Birth Control Clinical Resea1'Ch 
Bureau 

National Committee on Maternal 
Health 

NLtional Associ~tion for Fe~ornl 

Legislation on Birt Gontrol 

Other projects 
Total 

~10,000. 

s,ooo·. 

12,500. 

1,000. 

11,700. 
$ 40,000. 

Thes "igures are included only as a starting point for your thinking . Since 
$1~,000. hos already been given to the American Birth Control League for 1934: 
th~ ~~vve total can be reduced by that amount. It is included merely to 
give you the complete picture . 

If you should be desirous of ass ' 1~ a personal interest in 
this field somewhat along the lines outlined above:::, and if you should feel 
ti1at it was desirable to have the Advisory Committees handle the matter for 
you, it v.ould be necessary to increRse the authorizations to these committees 
for the current year by either $50,000 . , the sum suggested, or some other 
amount, greater or less, which you would be interested to have expended for 
this work . 

I might say tt&t I have discussed this whole situation with 
Mr. Raymond Fosdick and that he heartily approves the suggestions submitted 
in this letter . 

In cJncl,l ing, may I edn one further statement in regard to 
my interest in birth control . I have come pretty definitely to t~e conclu-
sion t"at it is the field in r.hic~ I will be interested, for the present nt 
least, to concentrate my orm giving, as I feel that it is so f~damental and 
underlying . While I would not, of course, expect to contribute in tbe amounts 
that I hnve suggested for your consideration, if you should feel thet it was 
not wise for you personally to continue ti1e same liberal b~sis of givine es 
the Bureau of Social Hygiene has maintained, I wo.tld be more t.'lan gle.d to 
sup!)leme:1+ your gifts or make independent ones of my ownj or I could confi!le 
::ny financ~·l efforts to individuals, organizations and projects to which you 
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were not giving . In any event I should want very much indeed to coordinate 
whatever I might be able to do with whatever support you might feel it de-
sirable to lend to this field. 

Mr . John D. Rockefeller, Jr. 
10 ~est 51th Street 
Ner. York Ci 't:'J 

• 

Aft'oction E" tely, 
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