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INTER VIEWS : JM 
Foreign S&1olars 

Luncheon meeting of Executive 
Committee . 

April 9 , 1942 

Most of the discussion concerned Aydelotte ' s statement about the 
9osition of alien enemy scholars on the West Coast . Aydelotte urged that 
nost rar relations 1:rith the Ja~8.n~·;e· iik-lcfe if""Cies irable for the Committee to 
..L. ........... -

ta..1<:e some steus to ease the ·plight of scholars of Japanese nationality 
who v.rere subject to evacuation from the coast area . This produced considerable 
opposition from var i ou s members of t he Committee . Bernard Flexner , for 
examrle , argued t ha t this was no fun ction for the Committee: it had been 
organized to deal vli th the cases of r efugees "?U t in that post tion by the 
act ion of other governments . He did not feel it a fuu1ct i on of the Committee 
to deal vri th cases of scholars "'rho were, in effect, refugees because of 
action of the United St a tes government . After considerable discussion 
pro and con during v1hi ch Alvin J olmson moved that the whole matter be 
tabled , an amendment to this a ction was voted asking the chairman to ap:9oint 

~ F special committee to explore the matter . I n the course of this dism1ssion 
,/ .·

9
,1-/ the ques tion was asked wlfether or not any other agency was concerned . The 

~-~ ~~ only response was J M' s inquiry as to "'hat, if anything , the Institute of 
S~ C~- Pacific Rel ations was do i ng . 

I nteresting also was the co;~ etent and well-balanced contribution 
to the discussion from Abramson, of the Nat i onal Refugee Service , who 
shm:Ted tba t his organiza tion was in cl ose touch with government sources on 
the We s t Coast situaticrn. ancl had its O'IJrn representatives there . If evacua­
tion were to go further, the Service would have a heav~ resuonsibility . 
At the moment, however, Abramson . said that, on the basis of- the best informa­
tion obtainable, the Service 'IJras acting on the assumption that evacuation 
would not go fur ther , i . e ., would not include enemy aliens of German and 
I talian origin . The Department of Justice, he sa id, is asking the advice 
of such agenci es as his in workine ou t categorie s for exemptions . Of course, 
aliens of German e.nd Italian nationa.li t y are nov1 subject to c-u.rfew , '"hich 
is naturally irksome but only to be tol erated. The urobability is that the 
Department of Justice ' s categories will provide exen~ tion for enemy aliens 
ith rela tives in the armed forces of the UnitedStates and will include 

procedures for establishing the loyalty of others . In short , the National 
Refugee Service , with a heavy p otential res:ponsibility,is standing nat. 

In general , it was ev ident from this dis~ussion that most members 
of the Committee \1rere not emotionally involved in the situation of the 
J apanese . Aydelotte ' s remarks on tactical fairness of the atta~~ on Pearl 
Harbor- 110nly generals' houses were machine-gunned." - elicited no sympathetic 
response . Shapley r ead· into the ;record a note from Seelye say i ng that he 
had alvmys supposed it t o l;e tacitly assumed that the Committee was primarily 
concerned 1.11ith the vi ctims of Nazi op~ression. Statements by Duggan and 
Johnson put' the Committee on record as interested in combating intolerance 
in gener al , but a certain confusion in the discussion suggested that strong 
fee l ings were involved and raised clear doubts in JM ' s mind as to the Com­
mittee ' s competence for dealing disinterestedly 1ith the problems of any 
Japanese refugees . ~ 
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