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Dr. John M, Weir

Assoc. Dir. for Medical Education
and Public Health

The Rockefeller Foundation

L9 West L9th Street

New York 20, New York

Dear Jack: Voo d

I enclose two copies of a news release on the
Skytop Conference which Stanley King recently pre-
pared and which I have just recopied. Please let
me know if you wish additional copies or if you
want me to send copies to persons or organizations
other than yourself.

I think Stanley had agreed to prepare this
release earlier than he did, but he found himself
quite busy in his recent switch from Pittsburgh to
Cambridge-~house selling, house buying, quick
wind up of old affairs, etc.

Benjamin D. Paul
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Comnitiee cn Preventive Medicine
and Spolal Sciemce Nescarch

¢/o Social Science Hegeapch Council
230 Park Avemue, New York
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Why do people sceept, or why do they reject public health programs?
This question was the foous of a fivewday conference at Skytor Lodse in
Pennsylvania in June, 1958, bringing togetier representatives from the
Mdnﬂdtﬂmmﬂﬁmﬂn%dmﬂw%ﬂm
health, The conference was sponsored by the Comuittee on Prevemtive
Modiecine and Socisl Sclence Research of the Social Science Resecarch Couneil
and vas made possible through a grant from the Rockefellar Foundation,

Perticipents at the conference addressed themselves to the problem
of how the social sciences and the health professions could work together
more effectively in research, especially rescarch that leads to a better
understanding of public acceptance er rejection of health programs, The struce
ture for the discussion coneerned the kinds of public health progrems, whether
of a "one shot" variety or of a comtinuing mature, sbout which acceptance
decisions by individeals or groups rust be wade, Each day of the conference
began with brief research reports by conference participants a out speeific
instances of acceptance or rejection of health progrems, then open discuesion
by all pertigipants dealt with the framework in which further rescarch
should fit and the kinds of questions that need to be asked,

The first day of the confercnve was under the chairmenship of D, Joln
Wely of the Rockefellar Foundation, the comcern for the doy being "one shot®
health programe that require acveptance decisions by individuals, Papers
were presented by Dr. John Clausen on the acceptamee of thie polio vaceing, Dr,




Insert
Concluding comments were made by

Dr. Edward Rogers on behalf of the health

field and Dr, Donald Young in behalf of the

social sciences,
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Stenley King on participation in e field study of rhewmstoid arthritis, and
Dr. Andie Enutson on response to a chest xeray program in tuberculesis
controle

Professor Lyle Saunders of the University of Colorado Medical School was
eheiyman for the second day which was devoted to “one chot" programs that
require group decisions of accoptance, The rosearch paper for this day dealt
uwmammwmgwmwm
commuities and was presented by Dr. Benjamin Paule

The third doy was devoted to conmtimiing health pregrams that requive
individusl decisions and was under the chairmansiip of Professer Leo
Simmons of Yale, Papers were presented on alecholism by Dr. Robert Straus,
mm@mumammwmmw.m
pertistpation in an infertility clinis by Dr., Simons,

mmmm,mmmmmnmmﬁ
focus for the final day, with Dr. Yen Zile Hyde of the United States Publie
Health Service as chairman, The first paper concerned partdcipation in the
Bealth Insurance Plan of Greater New York and was presemted by Ir, George
Rosen, the second dealt with the utilisation of a medleal clinic by Navajo

ag Walsh MeDermott and Jehn Adairs

-'33m#t&ﬁmthﬁmmmnm
health will depend for much of their success on imewledge of people, of
m-tﬁmtmdhnlth,dthculthhntm‘thMiemﬁmh
any piven situation. The newer developments in public health cannot be
MmmhyMu-puhmm,uhmmwmmm
past, but will depend on the free decision of individuals or commmitiess
There is much to be gained im wnderstanding recple and promoting public
health programs through & closer eollaboration between sccial sclentists and




practitioners of preventive medicine and public healths

The Comsdttee on Preventive Medicine and Soclal Science Research is under
the chalrmanship of Dre Mugh Leavell of Hayvard, and includes Dr. Leona
Bauwngartner, Health Comdssioner of New York City, Dr, Harold Doyn of the
Public Health Service, Dr. Benjawin Do Paul and Dr. Stanley King of Harvard,
Dr. Van Zile Hyde of the Public Heolth Service, Professor Lyle Seunders of
the Umiversity of Colorado School of Medicine, Ir. Leo Slmmons of Yale, Dr,
John Welr cof the Rockefellar Feundstion, and Dr. Donald Young of the Russell
Sage Foundation,

Invited participants included Dr. John Adair of Cornell Medical School,
Ire Odin Andevecn of the Health Information Foundationy Dre Guillersmo Arbona,
mammmnm,mmmmamm
Fealth Service, Dr. Daniel Bergema, Health Commissicner for New Jersey, I,
Lester Breslow of the Csliformia Depertment of Health, Ly, John Cassel of the
Undversity of Nerth Carclinma, Dr, Antonic (iocco of the Undversity of
Pitteburgh, Dr. Jobn Clausen of the Naticnal Institute of Memtal Health,
s Moyhew Derryberry of the Public Health Service, Dr. John Eberhart of the
Commonwealth Fund, Dr, Jack Flinson of Colunbia University, Mr, Howard Zmmes
of the Equitable Life Assurence Gempany, Dr. Lloyd Florio, Director of Health
and Hospitals in Denver, Ur. George Foster of the University of Californis
at Berkeley, Dr. George James of the New York City Health Department, Dr,
Andle fnutson of the University of California at Gerkeley, Dr. John Kmitsom
of the Public Health Serviee, Dre Sernard Mausner of the University of
Pittsburgh, Dre Walsh MeDermott of Cornell Medical Scicel, Dre Robert Merton
of Columbla Urdversity, Mr. Allen Fond of the Publie Health Service, lre
Bdward Bogers of the University of Califournda at Berksley, Dr. George fosen
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of Golumbia Umiversity, Dr. Ossie Simmons of Harvard, Dre Harvey Smith
ammmwetmmmmmmmormm“rmyu
Kentucky, and Dr, Ray Trussell of Columbia University. Dr. Robert Wilson
of Harvard was Rapporteur for the ccnference.
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