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ItMls, onmotion, SOCIAL 
scnucE 

RESOLVED that tho sum of Tvrenty thous~l.nd ciollars ($20 ,000), or as REJSEARC£ 
R? 48128 COUNCIL -

much thereof as may be necossa.r;-r, be, and it horoby is, COUl.UTTEE 
OlT ATOHIC 

appropriated to the SOCIAL SCm'TCE BESE.A.RCR COUNCIL for Eli'ERGY 

the expenses of its Committee on the Social Implications 

of Atomic Energy during the two- year period beginning 

December 1 , 1948. 

The !ollowine; \'rere the considerations presented: 

Socig.l Sciences 

Previous Interest : None . 

General Descri·0tion: Durinr- the past six months officer:. of the 
Social Science Research Council have been discussing with repre-
sentatives of the United States Atomic Energy Comnission the 
problem of relating the social sciences in an effective \'lay to 
devel~Jments in the atomic energy field, specificallr as well as 
to the over-all problems created by the impact of major tech-
nological changes. As a result of these discussions tho Cotmcil 
has voted to establish a Committee on the Social Implications of 
Atomic Energy. A tt'lo- year appropriation is now requested for the 
purpose of undertaying the preliminary stage of the Oonmittee 1 s 
t'lork, al thout;h the interest of the Council in tho atomic energy 
field will presumably extend over a periot of years. 

Tho Committee on tho Social Implications of Atomic Energy will 
be concerned with the problems of adjustment to technological change 
that must take place as atomic onergy is developed and applied. To 
date vor; fet·r social scientists have given direct thought to the 
implications of atomic energy from an economic , psychological or 
social 'Ooint of viet·r. ~e Committee exnects to encourage more 
social scientists to study such problem~ as the following: labor 
r elations in atomic installations; the disposal of radio-active 
wastes and community relationships; occ~tional hazards and the 
in~uranco of employees; tho contractual pattern bct\·;eon the Commis-
sion and inc.ustries ; the rclat ionships bet\'lcon tho civil and mHi-
ta.ry authori tios concerned t·rith atomic encr~; the relationshi-ps 
between tho Atomic Energy Commission nntl tho legislature. Another 
responsibility of tho Cammitteo will be ~he identific~tion of matters 
of long-range significance which can and sho<ud bo the subjects of 
careful research. 
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The Comrnittoe1 s work will be carried on in cooper.ation with 
tho National Rosoo.rch Council and natural scientists as ,.,.all as 
social scientists will bo included in its membership. 

Finances : The $20,000 requested will cover staff services, both 
professional and secretarie.l, committee expenses such as travel 
and costs of meetings, mimeographing, postage, printing , and 
miscell~eous operational costs over a period of approximately 
one year. The Council suggests , howevor, that the fund be made 
available over two years so o.s to guard a~inst unforeseeable 
delays in getting the l'TOrk started. 

Future Imnlications; Further support ,.,ill probably be requested. 

Comment: This venture aims to anticipate the problems and changes 
in social life which atomic developments will bring, or, at least, 
to study them promptly as they appear. Such studies should aid 
public understanding and social adjustment . 
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