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The report on Human Ecology (Population), filed as 

D. H. No . 96, prep.red by Doctors Balfour and Rates of the Inter-
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national Health Division staff, after consultation with the Director and 

other officers of' thP. !i v1 si.on in the New York Jffice, with the President 

and Vic-e-President of the 'oundation and rr:>presentul.i.ves of the 

ot her l•'oundati_on divisions, and previously mailed to t.he Scientific 

Directors and distributed to all tne above-mentioned ~ ·oundati on officers , 

was formally presented by the Director of the Divis1on for discussion . 

In presenting the repert , thr:> Director stated thCit the question 

before the board was to decide "i¥bether human ecology was a fie1<i jn which 

T,he International Health Division should participate and if so , i n w"lat 

way it mit7ht contribute, and that. the rP-port h~d been prepared as a point 

of departure f or discussion . 

He emphasiz~d that human ecology was G subject which transcends 

the competence of present. International HeaJth Division st a"'f'; t.hat a 

sincere effort had been made by the International health Div~sion officers 

to consult with the other divisions and to keep them infc"~rmed of Inter-

nc.tional Health Division thinkin~S in respect to thE" subject; that the 

other divisions had in fact already enga(ed to a consider able extent in 

the subject rlurin·,:: the oast years and he mentioned as exampJes the pro'"rarns 

of the Social Sciences in population and demography, of the Natural Sciences 

in the Mexican agricultural progrc.m , and the Vedical ::.ciences in sex 

problems . 

The Director expressed his personal preference for a field 

unit as a way for the International Health Division to start . He stated 



that a field stndy, 0nce e ·tahlis:bed, might pORf;i.hly provide a 

focus for participation of' other divisions, so far as the field 

approach was concernerl, al thou :h it ~;as his belief that their 

efforts in advancing knowlPdge for understanding would continue 

to be on Ghe academic levAl . 

The Vice- President expressed the beliPf that human ecology 

should be considered i1 f oundation project but that, should a joint 

pr•opram oe decided ucon, it might possibly then hP turned over to the 
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International Health Dj vision to carr:¥ throuflh . He raised thP question 

of a special consultative (;roup which mi ?ht include experts at an ad-

visory and staff level in all the fields c]osely involved. 

The consensus of the group was that the sub,iect probably 

should be ar-proached from the level of a field study inte""rated closely 

with an aprroach at the academi; level; that it was a very complex field 

to which 1:1 multitude of djsciplines must he brought to bear , and that jt 

probauly would be ne<.;essary to h.ring in outside experts to supj:..lement 

l'" lmdat:.ion experts .. : .. 11 the var:i. ms fields involred; that human ecology 

was definitely a field in which the International Health Division should 

participate in close collaboration with other Foundation divisions; and 

that t1e International Bealth Division officers should explore further 

the possibility of Division participation. 
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