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This is the outcome of an attempt to get somewhat clearer
the definition of_ggggg§3§g§55§ggzﬁn,in radio and motion pictures
that was adumbrated in our on Tuesdays 1 =

Both radlo and motion pictures are recognized &s instru-
mentalities potentially of great importance alike for formal educa-
tion and for the general aiffusion of culture. But they have so
far been exploited for the most part for purposes of entertainment,
Since this exploitation has been commercial, the sffort has been to
entertain as large & section of the public &g possibles The vested
interests which have now grown up under these circumstances are such
&8s virtually to prevent teking chsnces with anything thet does not
have demonstrated"entertainment value"for the public at large. The
result is, with a few exceptions, that the possibilities of radio
and motion pictures have been explored only within & relatively
N&TTOW rangee

Within that range, techniques heve been developed which
bring out something close to the full effect of meterials dealt
withs 4nd those techniyues are often epplicable outside that
range, when other purposes than entertainment predominates But
the opportunities for experimentation outside that range have
been 8o few and so limited, that as yet reluatively little is
actuully known of the possibilities that radio and motion plectures
offers It is, indeed, slmost as if lenguage had been used only
for purposes of advertising: little by little ite possibilities
for other purposes would be recognized; but only when as those who
recognized them were freed froam the domination of commercial pur-
pose would they discover much of whut we kmow of the uses of
language both in literature and in science.

It mwight be contended, then, that the uses to which radio
and motion pictures can be put in education, and in the general
diffusion of culture, cunnot wisely be determined till their possi-
bilities have been further explored, Otherwise, a decision on uses
may be arrived at prematurely, before the appropriate technigues
have been developed, If this is the case, the present need is for
& period of experimental developuents. In this, the possible uses
of these instrumentalities would naturally be kept in minde But
the predominent aim should be not to serve tinose uses, but to
develop the medium, to work out new technigues appropricte to pur-
poses other than entertuinments A8 this was accomplished it is not
impossible that other, more importent uses would be indiecated, wihich
&t the present stage of development are not likely to be thought ofs
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The most promising way of schieving this end seeus to be in
offering & few younger men with & talent for these mediums an oppor-
tunity for relatively free experimentations The aiws of this experi-
mentation would best be determined by the selection of men of inter-
ests such as to assure its being directed towerd serious purposes -
men interested primurily in education, litersture, criticism, or in
disseminuating the findings of tue sociul or netural sciences. While
their experimentstion would not lack direction, it would not be limited
by & too narrow concepl of its purposes, bub would be free 1o explore
whatever poseibilities the interests of the experimenters suggested as
vitale

This, in fuctl, is the rationale of the recent fellowship
eppointments for work ut CBS headyuarters in New York. The next step
is to institute some simllar arrangement in the field of motion
pictures, If this step proves feasible - and if the views here
embodied are in general valid - there is some reason to concentrate
attention for tne present on wctivities of this character. Ia thenm,
division of purpose betweeu forwal educuation and the general diffu-
sion of culture might imposs an artificial - und unnecessary - limita-
tion on experimentation. Though there will Le instances - Purker's,
for example - where a division will be netural, in genersal the pre-
dominating aim should be the free development of the mediume Hence,
for the preseant, it may be adainistratively expedient to allocete all
activities in radio and wotion pictures to ome progrumw, Subsequently,
waen tiese possibilities sre betier known, thelr uses for specific pur-
poses iu forual education, and in the diffusion of culture, will
naturally fall within the speciel concern of vurious programs,
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