
INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 

This is the outcome of an attempt to get e.1ne hat cle&.rer 
the definition of butw.ni liietrlfQ n- in r dio and motion pictures 
that wns ut wabruted in our · t on Tueed Y• 

Both radio and motion pictures tire recogni3ed as inst.ru-
:mental 1 ties pot.entia.lly of gre~t im!.>ortat1oo uJ.i e for formal educa-
tion ~nd for the general aiffuSion of cu.lturo. .But the~ have so 
far been exploited for the most pa1·t for purpoees of enter tainment. 
5ince this exploitation has been colilllcrcial, the effort bus boon to 
entertain Ha large a secliion of the public au possible. The vested 
in tex-eots which ho.ve now grown up undcu· theae circltm3tances are such 
ns virtually to prevent -w.ki.ng c!wnces with anything thet does not 
have demonatrated"antertainment va.l.ue11for the public at lurge . The 
result is , with a few excepti ons, t~t the p~ssibilities of radio 
and :.>tion ,pictures have been ex lorod only t;i thin a. relu ti vely 
narrow range. 

Within thct renge, techni.ucs have been developed wr~ch 
brine out soJJethin.u close to the full cffoct of ::w..tcrial.u dealt 
with. nd tboae techniques ure ofton applicuble outside that 
range, hen other purposes thun entertainment predominate. But 
the opportwntias for axperirnent~tion outoic.c that range have 
been so fe and oo li~ited, thht ~s yet relutively little is 
uctu~lly knoWn of the possibilities tru.t radi) Wld motion pictures 
of.'! or. It is , indeed, ul::nost li3 if l:mguuee had boen used only 
for purposes o1' ad-vertising: little b>J li!itle ita possibilities 
for other purpoues Tould be recogni?.ed; hut only when ua those who 
recoc,nized t4em. were i'reed !'rom the dotnin ... tion of co f1l!lercial pur-
pose woulu they diacover mucn of whut e know of the usea of 
lan&-ut~.ge both in literature and ill science. 

It eight be contendeo , ~on, thtt tho uses to which rudio 
and moti n pictures can be ~~t in education, and in the gener~l 
diffusion of culture, cunnot r.i~ely be det~rmined till their po3s1-
bilities have been furth~r expl red. Otherwi~e, a decision on uses 
ma.y be arrived &t premeturely, before tLo appropriate techniques 
hElve been aeveloped. If thi3 is the cLr.3e , the present neea is for 
a period of experimental aevelo~~ent. In this, the possible uses 
of t!leae instrumentalities ould na.turully be ie:ept in mind. B'..tt 
the predominant aim should be not to oervc tnosc uses , but to 
develop the medium, to wor~ out new tachniques appropri~te to pur-
poses other tnan antert.airu:lent. .AS this . as accomplished it is not 
imposaible that other, more importL.nt uses llOuld be indicated, which 
at the present a ·t.age of o.evt:;1lo,t~.Aent 8.1'0 not likely to be tnougbt of. 

I I I "'{ { 



.. 

-

DHS r 
-~-

The UlOSt pro.lliaing wt..:r of UOlU.evin.; this end ::~coi.is to be in 
offering a few youn~;.er :nen rli th e talon'ti for these llladiU.'llS £tn oppor-
tunitJ for relatively free ex)erimao.~tion. The ll.ima of this ex~eri-
:nen{,l....tiou ,,ould bout be determined b,y the sel.ection of :1en of inter-
ests such aa to ussure its bein~ dir~cted tow~·u neriou~ ~urposes -
J:len intereeted prbur.J..l; .A.ll education, l:t terutu.ro, crihc..L~.!l, or in 
disse!lli..t.uiting ttle:: 1·wa.....ngs of tue socitd or IlL"t.aral sciences. ~hi.le 
tue~l' expel•im.ent.v. tion .• ou .... _. u.> 1. l ... c.k dil'bctian, ..... t. would not oo l i ndt.ed 
by ~ too nu.r .row conc:e_?"' of i liS pur1Jooes , btl t •• .;>uld be f:rue to explore 
whatevez· po.Jaibilitles tne interusts o£ the CA?eri;.aontcro suggested ~o 
vitb.l . 

Th13, in i'.;..ct,, 13 the r~tiona.le of "the racent f ellowship 
appointments for .:or.tt ... t CBS hcc.d,tUbrtel·s in Uew York. The neJ<t step 
is vo inBv.1.tute uo:ue 5L1li.l.t.l' G.rrauge.-aent in the fiold of mo-uion 
pictures. lf this st~;;p proves l'eL. .. ible - und :J tbe views .nere 
embodiea m·c in ~enercl Vttl.itt - \, 1cre is :3ome re ... son to concentrate 
attention for t.uc ;.>rt:st.:nt on <.actlvi ties or tLlis chf;racter . In thor:l, 
division. of purpose between for.t.~U;.t.l educu.tJ..)n l:li'4d the ~.Jnerul aifi"u-
siou of cul turu mlght i.lllpose c.Ul u1•tii'lcic.'tl - t.nd u.anec{louury - lui ta-
tion on ex-~erime.tlt....tion. 'lno11::,11 Lileru W"ll.l Le J..O.Ot-.nce:; - P;..t.r.tel' ' s , 
for ex~ple - v: lert:~ a ~vi~o~lon ~1ill b~J nc.tw-.Jl , in te..l.ol'ul t.ne pre-
aowiaatiug aim ~noUid be ~ne free aevelopment of the ~odium. rtence , 
for ~1e pz·ooent, it. m:;;.y tJ~ w:iuini:ltrc.tivc:y expedient to allocL~.t.e ull 
activities in radio and ~Lion pictures to one p~ogram, ~ubse~uently, 
when t~ possiblliti.e~ ~·v b~tter kno~n, ~eir u~~s for specific pur-
poses ill i'uru adue<..;..ion, WlU ln tho di.ffus ... ::>n oi' culture, Y1ill 
nu.t.l.lnQly full .. itJU..u tJ.1C spucil:ll. concern of vw-ious prot;."l'tl£15• 
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