
:he C~e of Laisure Ti~e. 

ln discu8olne; the use ot' leisure tl.mc it ms.y not oc in&Jllfl-opri e.to 

to rec~ll !l.t the outtH-:t thr,.t. l~isure timt') hca until ftJ.irly recently 

been e io~~eseion of tho few who by re~3cn of ~oliticel or econv~ic 

c.ll oth~:r !!:embers of the group. It m~y slao lm note~ th~:.t both the few 

wb~ h~u leisure ~c thb ~coy sho c~uld snatch only brief reapi~es frcm 

toil altrlly6 turoe(! to eo:r:e forn1 of O"~C'.t e fror;. ~ife _nd i te t.>X.C..Ctione. 

Th~t ia to SAY . for 1ei eur e GllO diversion f'orn toi:., t'eopltJ t. .ve &lmost 

t.l ways tu .. O€J to to~::e forn, of tho arts sohereln boredom or the flC>Elrineac 

of .life could be for ,otten or thE cruG.i tiea of ~ite cculd be .idtige..ted. 

Thus w:e find Clrt, rc1iJion ond the ncr.:.f.umic pureuita , nott\bl y ~hiloso;l.y , 

t.ho:.t 
&.t:l the out~tanding UGt! of "l.titure tiL',e pbeno~er/mout diverting of ~ntcr-

¥riBt\S , war, was ltckiog for m~talnd ' o enjop:ent. i\rooe the humb:er 

folk dll.llces ~nd son~ ~a t.he r. lmpJ.c fee thole hrlve played b. brge x·ol fl. 

Thi& ie murely to : oint ou~ thet . ~ople h .. VI,.! -lmoet 61wi'Ayo eouzht 

eoct.\pe t"rc:n Hfe,or lei6urt~ for thf1l o.c!:.pe,!md th!.>t in 1-rse :ne!leure 

the desire 1'or f!..:C' ,te tt'~Y be found ln roet of our lei cure ti.ne !-ctivi 'ties 

ot tod:y t:ti nottb~y in booka , the;, theutre, ;novice ~d ~o on . When we 

cooE:ider the lives tl.t•tt p«lo;>le n:n·e hfld to lcr.:d and r:.re :e~ding todt>y it 

is not difficult to underat~na how thef come to aoek tnis type of loi-

oure ~ime activity, for mtn ~~at de~ire co~ene5tion for the h~ rushipe 

of lif'e ~' OO rcieuee .fN;;, their own ci::ordered ;.er aon!....!.i ty . If the tertt 

recrcLtion i n to mc~n c nytnin~ oimiler to its oriein, nBmoly, the tuildio0 



u1- !;nO rE:n~w~~ of the por~cn!lli ty, t.!H:n 1 t m;.y bf; I'! Ut~stiono<..; :.tod far 

ao the tr~.di tion~::.l lei s ure tiillfl ~ct1.vi tieg of th~ 63C£fe o.hc.reoter 

contrioute to • per sons r ecrestion. lt i s undoubtedly trua thet m~y 

roru1s of e..r t , p~rticul .. r ly mueio, do contribute tv the upbui ldin~ of 

t.he individud en d it i s e;u~LY true tkt m!illy .forme. of the l!..rte r e­

inforce ~·nd :::.ugment the percons.li ty defeote of the indi vtdut'.l , by z'TO­

·dc11ne: t. f urther stimalbnt to 111h .... t mhy be cdled pl.l r e:noid tendency. 

It 1a not. inten ded to suggeat uny docm!!tiC ~.:~t:..te:zt.ent ot thia t>i tu~;.­

tion, noz i s it believed tht:t the fongoinf is dl- erabr ·.oive ""tld in­

clueive, but it does se~m clee r th~ t in the ~~et and toctwy ~~o~le turn 

in their lt.iAurt timoc;; to :.l!:ueel!lento and diversions which 'Ifill t~ke thea: 

out of tberr~e~ ves ~nd ~~ke tnc~ for6et their work and t heir l ive$ else­

·~h€'re. Thia i ~ !>. conditi on neither to bo condeiJ't.ned 1\Cl." prS;i Red , but to 

be recogni~ed &a one of the 16rge f~ctors to bt f~c~d in diecubsing 

t he us€ of lt'isure time. t nd it i 5 cler.r th!.!.t the.'! !oiaur~ time of 

people c,enr;r~L.y wili continue to t, l"OW so tht·t the qU~dtiQn of leisure 

t i me ~ctiviti~G ~u6t become more end more i~torttnt. ~here e r e ~ num­

bEtr of ~j0'3>:ibLe ne~ f uctors 'lfhi ch ;m·y t'f'nd to .rodifl the use of lei aure 

t i llle from the trcldi tion~ pt. tterns of escene. Por one thin~ it 1a 

c_~cr th~t ~G c~ look for•~rd with r fair dear ee of certuinty to ~ 

considerr, bl a mi ti~t t.ion ·of the. ht.rdships of life for the 11:aeo of yeo~le . 

To the. eJtten t th .. t lift become:a e~Qi er and th e t t·•·di tion:l.l corrows 

nnd burdens t. re r ell'ioved ther~1 will b£! ' dbd.nution in t he ur.;E'ncy in 

the de:-Jtrc for eec~pe . At::dn in eo f!:..r a£: tH:: let..rn to • void tb~t w~:~r.-

1nb of th<; .,er sone..li ty 111hlch pl ... y e BO lb.r &e ~ rol~ in ltl.~ 1 • choice 

of lei .:>ure time t\Ct.ivit.i ~c: , ; robably u:.. ny of th~ cruder forms of t'no­

dyne ~ill fell into dieuM·. It is (lUite r'robuble , ho:f.lever, tht-t en·n 

dtcr we hfi-vf.l so l ved th6toe tA~o dHficul tiee r.l':n );it 1 etill aeE:lc eac~pe 

in oom.e torm in tho 3ense t.h,. t he muat find ao11lb oocur:t"-tion ,.herein 



he wil1 fino ~ .e.y \)f 1.7u.esing the the not by :\'Jt<lling or , .roJucinb so:r.t.­

t.h1ng but !r.OI"" 1Jrobeb:../ by utitfyinc5 ;vht•t li:lght. be: ct. ... l ed an11 id1El curioua-

i ty~ 'l'his eU58et~ ta the porh >ibil ity th,t in t"<Ci~ncc ,pn ticul. .. rly in 

t>ioloay, •~ ID<tY finll ~ :-·rogru for lehur~ time t.:.ctivi ties which ia L t 

once ~n escny' , since it tl\ke~ tr.jjl out of hi .. eel f , &nd ' t thE> oun~ tiM~ 'l 

.!M:uno to hi:: recret.tion sincfJ it will la~d him out into l.!holeerome out­

door ~ctiV"ity . 

Tht~ uae of so!enc<. o r th::.. study of N!!.ture Lore as a leieure time 

E...Ct.ivlty lf..f,.y be. oo:ruM:ndca not. on11 for the wh(lleaomc •otivlty it fost.ars 

but e~uttlly for the h•.bt t1• or mind ~hich i. t engendere. It is fdt·ly 

o~~er th. ~ the scientific movembnt of the ?aet three or four hundred 

yct.re .hrts ~ct:rct-!y affected tbe l de;,o , conce;tionc "nd h~bite of thought 

ot . eopJs ien~r~lly . For th~ ~st pert they e re living in ~world wherein 

e<:ienc~, e,.(Cep t ln ,o f~r ~s its lnstrumEnt'=-11 tiEH.· , tol)lG, mt chines e.nd 

t. rooe~wea u;ini ~ t.er to their comfort, h!:.s not -entered. Nor. it Till bt; seen 

th t .:.-ocnor or later th~ minds oi' r. eo?le t,;nl" r s.lJ y must be brought to 

~ a undtWG t~ndin~ oi' r.nd symiJ'· thy Ri t h l'i Cien t.ific illt;t.h.od ;..nd sciE~ntific 

ros ee.rch. , • inco ~o nuny of our eoclt.l difficuJ ti6s ~rVte frc.m the f~•.i.lure 

or tills unders tl:.llding snd the- hck. of thle sytt.,..ll tb.y. Nature study or 

no!!. tun;~ lore offers i tsdf' t hertf•)r € botb :1s u means to recre.e.tion e.na r.t.s 

"· vehicle for the modern! i-t- t ion of the huw...:...n mi nd . For if tm incret~-sins 

numb~r of .r:t::rGcns coula be led i nto the f'tudy of nt turd ecienoe it. 1~ 

;.>robf£ b.t.e tb<, t t hose 1•rejuaict·s ~~nd 1; u •.. eret1 tiona Nbicb at:..nc in th6 Wf•/ 

o1· f.. better f,ocie.l life would begin to disr-.~t,?es.r . In thie connecti-on 

it 1flf:;..Y oe 1 ointed ou t tha.t the devt'lo· ment o1· tue rsdio since the \iai 

~e ...n ln~trum'!lnt of po~·ul1r ! IIIU11err.ent , nd ent(.rt"' inment, p:;.rticuhrly 

c.d!'ong t:hoee ~ho build •nd r.l:..int.ftin thdr ollln inf'trurr.ent-3, h~0 been trulj 

um-:.~.1ng . For here vc: find :r.en of nJ i occu,)" tion.e 'illu llltdke of · ife turn-

ing e~{)rly to study ' nd ex;·erirnenU..tion in whi1t i s eeeen tit\lly t.he :r.ost 
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difflcult field of P-~1€ntifi c cork end finding in it en occup~tion and 

n rvcrt n ticn which ls e.r.trame ... y engroosing. 'fhe nuc;ber of t.hose wt.o t.urn 

t.o n.div for t.hc content cf the br.Jadctmtine ~~rc6nm~ is relut.ively sm&.ll 

CO!l.lpc.red d th thoae 11ho find in the building of n::!io SEltc Md the im" rove­

weat. ot their ''hook-u,s" n · t.;orbing r;.cthi ty . 

;ihorc t:nc.l how the h.e~ZoCrinl inl-:.ht ptrticip:..te in the pron:.otion of 

wLolusorus n:creetion ~rE> •'! UE::..tione which :tll) bu diffi.cuJt to ·.newer t(lnE:rel­

.. y. 'lher·e urt:< ~ number of ~reb!)ine nc:~ede in the field of u··ct•o• tion uti 

for e""a.m.lc th!:! t r t.J.nin<:. of 1 ee:..dern , ~hich , ho"fjver , C(Jl be mot succE:astul­

:y only in so fLr ro it l$ ~osci blc to ouy where ~nd ho~ the r~cr~~tion 

!JIOVC:lT.Eilt is tc oevdos,. . Thus to 1! luetr~ te, tht~ trnining of leader s lllit,ht 

t~ke the for:n or producing iead~r~ ~no direotorr of ,;>hysic .1 e:duc~ tion f nci 

c~lsthcnics or le~ders of scoutine r~c vimil~ pur Eults ~herein the physi­

ct.ol t1nining or:C. ls oubordinr. ted t.o the scouting , woodcrt.ft, nnture lore 

nd so on . Agein it ls cle!.r th~t the direclico of the ·.:emorbl ' -!j uctivi­

iif}s i n thh. f'it:ld ~ill bo conE>ldenoly influ.::oncej by i te ~bill ty to dis­

cern lhu trenda ln acme of tbe $Oc1Cil rr.oods vf the d y; t:> illustrc.t.e , the 

.~.ovt1:tcnt to obtdn .-l t· ygroumi:s i n the lcrgt .;1 t.h t· 1.ay or u,.·,y not 1c ll. 

dotiir _b.t' t.c ti vi t y ue,..erlaine upcn whether t.he hrge conge, ted city t!tJ u. 

llvins ;lucu wi ll ~ontinue · nd ~ith it' the ne~d for the ~l~y6rounde , or 

~tether the plnye;rotmas h merely !.n nti..I'J::tyt to e re t.:.a city frot11 sn 

inevit~b!e eb&ole~cence . On~e more it m~y be nuggeete1 th-t ~u~h of our 

yreetot 1ecrcntioncl ~rogrnm is cf ~ rc~oiu~ chnr~ct~z decigned to build 

u~ ond I £htbi1l~te tho~e ~hocc health hcs be~n oeelected . It is obvioug 

th!lt sooner or lstcr the 1.1rgency of thie tyrt'l of work C",ust doc1·eese !:nd 

thu.t i t eoes not ofrer ~ ba~i:; for J pe1·1r. ·nrnt ;,rogrultL. B1 W!:>-y ot con­

olusion it nwy b~ augge~t d that the •'roClOtion of n r€cro.:. tion t~rot;r6JU 

ahoula occur in ouJ· ec.uc~M.on~l inctl tut.loas tt.i.nco it i~ obviou" that 



11.l:i:.t~ver ol9tl ecucution does to t.\ p€rson it thoull! .erovid& him vi th ~ 

Dlehlul for i-~eainl'( tbe t i M> · 
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