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In using the e pression the "Social Sc:ienoea" , we 
~ .. 1..-C 

intend, in the following sat•.te, to leave eaide the consider-

ation o1 Hia~ory, Psjlc:hology, Human Geography, the History of 

Religion and. even Anthropology. These soienoes have l ong sinoe 

hnd tne benefit , in Prance, of organised tencbing systems. with 

the at the "Fscul t e deB tettrea", et the "Ecole 
(I) 

des Hautes Etud. s" s.nd the "Collbge de France" • 'l'hey are 

already provided with laboratories and l1bret1es , sc1ent111o 

meetings and regular pub !cat ions - gften helped by special 

grcnts - insure their oontinttsl usefulness. 

In speaking here of the "Sooiol Soienoesn. we have 

in mind, particUlerly, the ~conomio ana Folitlcal ~ciencea , 

including Comparative Jurisprudence and oe logy in the strict 

sense of the term. It ia only in reletively recent times that 

these scienoes have oc ttired a position in the French educational 

(I) In reria , there ie even a ohool of Anthropology, where tbl 
instruction ia directed ohiefl~ by the ociety of nthropolob, 
end , a few months ago , an Institute of Ethnology wse crested 
which is partly supported by the French Colonies . 

. ' . 
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world. Political Economy wee only included in tbe Uni~$reitJ 

Curriculums in I876, when the first 6hair in Eoonomtoe wae ore~ted_ 
~'u~W"-tA 

at the "Faoulte de Droit" (Lew Faculty) and occupied by Paul !WIFU& 

In 188 • hen special Chair was inaugurated tor DURKHETiij, tbe 

study of Sociology entered the Uni~ relty. These two subjeote 

were looked upon for a long time with distrust bDth by the Govern­

ment (the teaching of Folltionl Science did not eY.ist during the 

Seoond Empire) and by certain sections of ~ublic opinion. ~~n 
~ 

to-day. the teaching of Economics in the Fccult~a de Droit meeta 

with s certain nmdtnt of hostility from the wormeat adherents of 

the school of economic li.be:rulism. Even the word "Soo1olo87" 

-owing to the fe.ct that 1t was used by Auguste Cornte and by the 

chool of Ponlt1W1ate - is ometim a criticised by the ~artisans 

of economic llberufism,tlthougb tbe Soc1olog1sta have long since 

renounce tho ohampionehips of any particular school of philoso-
• J 

phy. ~h~ more or lese unooncious hostility, sa well as openly 

expressed criticism. long hindered the inolueion of the looial 

end Eoonomio Sciences in the University curriculums. This e~­

rleins -together with otber ciroumatonoee which we shall men­

tion later - the notorious inade unoy of the teaching o~ Econo­

mics end Sociology 1n France. The object of this article 1a to 

call Rttantion to this ~ery inadequacy. 

It will be useful, in whet :follows, to distinguish 

between the ork of teaching and tbnt of Scientific eec.rob. 

hile there now exists in France an organised system of instruc­

tion in the economic, polit1oel ond social sciences, 1~ the 



domain cf scientific research ork, on tbe othor hand, there 

is not only a complete leek of org&nisation (which is of only 
secondary 1mpo~tsnoe), but also(end this see~s to us far more 

deplorable) almost complete leek of materiel reeourcea. 

II 

THE ORG .lH8ATIOl~ UF li'HE TEAOHING OF EC01WIJIC8 AND SOCIOLOGY 
IN F.'tAlWE · 

~e teaching of eaonomtc and political eoienoes 

1n France ia contentr6ted, as is well ano~n. in the ~arious 

Facult~a de Droit (taw Schools). Itt 1a in these Faculties 

that :future Statesmen. unct1onaries and mun}1 business men 

ere trained. Thus it hea been thought Advisable - not however 

without much opposition bn the part o1 the ~urists - to include 
in these tnw Schools the teaching of the economic ond political 

sciences. wh1ah teaching was only orgent.eed, in reality. in I895 • 
• In IB9n. M.POIDC~~. who was then inister of Public 

Instruction, created the doctoreto of Pol1t1oal and Economic 

Science , which includes mainly Political Ec onooy, Finance, the 

History of Economic Theory, Constitutional Lew, Intern&tional 

Ls•,, nnd ~dmlnletruti ve Lsw. It is only tnis year ( I9 !?5) tbet 

the study of ~tatistice ~nd ~~ol oonomics baa been included. 

At the Fscult~s de Droit, 1n the provinces, oa well 

es in Paris , or to be found the \feat majority of young men 
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and omen who are pursuin~ the stud~ of the economio end polit-. 
ical aoiences. 

~hese Faculties, ho e~er. are not the only centers 

of inatruotion in this field. ~1e most atr1k1ng feature , indeed, 

of the instruction giTon in theao subjects , is the number o1 

di!!erent aentere . 

tet us first mention the Eoole des Science s Pol1t1gue3 

(School of r.olitioal Science) . a private institution, founded 

soon after the dianetera of 1870-1871 by a group of men whose 

object aa to oreate nn independent center for the study of 

Political Science where could be trained the future diplomats . 

fUnctionaries and polit1oinne who would be needed for the newly­

born Republic . At this time. there was no State 1nst1t~tion of 

this kind; the Faoultea de Droit were e~cluaively concerned with 

the trn1n1ng of magistrates and laWJers. The $oho~l of Pol1t1oat 

Science has rend red great service. Since the creation 1n I895 

ot the syutem of instntotion in the economic and pol1tiool scien­

ces in the Facult~a de Droit, which we ba~ described ebove , it 

might thought that the ohool of Pol itical Science duplicated 

tho work of the Faoult ~s . Howe ver, the Sobool has been careful 

to differentiate ita functions by the se~otion of its teachers, 

and thia naturally ohsngoe the ohoruct~r of the instruction 

g1Ten there. Tho courses re giver. chiefly by men occupyi~g e 

place 1n tne droinia~ration of tho cfic1rs of tne State (~bat is 

to say practio l politioicno). These prepare the s~udenta for 

tbe important competitive ex~in tions which lead in France to 



administrative positions (e%aminat1on to~the Ministr,v of Foreign 

~tfa1ra. tor the inspection of ·ubl1o ~inence, etc • • . ) . In 
who 

Par1a , most o! the young monl\hope to poen th&se exar.tlnstione 

take the courses both st the Faoult6 de Droit sna ot the ista•t 

Ecole des Soi.ences Folit1q,ues . 

The Facult6s de Droit and th9 ~cole d~e Sciences 

Polit1ques (the latter in Paris and not in the ~rovincee) are 

the only institutions where tho political end economic eoionces 

are t5ught in their ensembl e . 

However . the ~olitical and aocinl sciences are taugftt , 

together with other sub9eots - suoh as History end technical 

instruction - nt the :ool e des llautes-Etudes , et the Conservstoire 

des !1rte et l:i6tie'ra, at the I~cole Polytcohnlque . and at the 

Ecole des Pont3 et Ohnuss6es. 1~ese last two institutions are 

eohools :for engineers. . COLSON has taught in them for e long 

time. ..he jonscrve.toire des Arts et .M6t1crs 15 also chiefly 

oonocrned with technical instruction . but it is open to the 

general public and thus tbe oournes are follarred by persona ot 

very varied occupations : emplo~es , teobnioians . engineers , 

:foreroon, young people or older fol ks, el.reody earning their li'f­

ing but ho wM1sh to acquir s genor l culture . The Ecole des 

Bautee tudes , on th& other hand. adreesea itself to a public of 

ape citl.i.ats, genel'ellY. the at'!;ldenta hoping to 'be come pro'feseora , 

and who come here to learn the let at methods of so1entif1o 
a 

research . It ie bove all sn school of higher learning £ot' the 
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training of intellectual workers on original linfe. ~.siUI~ND 

"' c teeohes there. following ... tdUl .Y t.nd UPETIT. Bo eYtmination 

ie connected with this Bbhool - wtloh ie coo oaed of two Ohairs. 
~" 

one of llintory and Economic Theor:r, the other of Economic Statie-

tics - • and the laok of ex•m•nation gives greater liberty to 

the professor . Finnlly, nt the CollbRC de France. o course is 

given on tha Faotore · of Economic and cocial Life (l), and e 
at 

course on the History of Lnbor (l b1s ) andAthe Facul ty o! Letters 

e. Course on the History of Social Economi~s ( .) and e course on 

S.~~±stexJY,wf~~iatx~8eaes~ .. ~conomic Hlatory.(3) 

This great variety of ohair?e is an indication of 

the laok of unnnlmlty o1 opinion in France ue to bat is the 

neture und the renl place of eoonomio science. Are they a branch 

of LF-ltbematics, of History or of Conumrcial .;cienoe Y Robod7 

knows oxectly. Besidee , the ueBt1oa is not o! any great imp­

ortance. But it is certain thet the ff'eling is growing from 

day to doy thet no engineer, historian. business man or stateR­

ma-e oan do without o. training on Socinl Eoonom1cs.This is why, 

in the ~bsence of a special Faculty o! economic end eooiol science 

tho teaching of this branch of learning hns been introduced 

into institutions of the most Teried neture. 

On the other hand, Soc iol Oir:V 1R tau ht e.J'olus1 vely i~ 

(I) .riven by • • RIOll 
(I bis) Given by . Georges REnARD 

(2) Given by ~. BOU,LE 
(3) Given by L!.HAU R. 
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the Faculty of !ettera. 11 tl1out hc~i tv."Licn. 1 t bee been linked 

up with tho teac111ng of J!h1loso:phy. .t present, four ohe.ire of 

Sociology exist : ~ne in Pnris, on• nt Btraabourg, one nt Dijon 

and one at Bordeaux. These aro occupied r~spect1vely by m~. 

l"AU .QNU '1', HAL.BwA'eHS, DAVY nnd RICHARD. 

The teaching of Statistics hss long occupied a ver7 

oeoondary position, represented by one ogair nt the Faault~ de 

Droit of ~aris , held by ~.AFT~LION, and it is only since thi~ 

last year thut students have been permit~ed to choose Statistioa 

a.s one of the sub 3~ ota for the 1r exUJninnt ion. Ho':Yf>ver , three 

years ago distinct progrea3 was made by tbe creation, with the 

cooperation of all tbe FDoultiee (Lll\1', .:.;e.i1o1ne. Soienoe and 

totters), of an Institute of Statistioe , which wa~ organised 

chiotly through the 1ntlucno~ of ~. tuoien AR~H {l) and ot 

(2 ' .... -mile .B BEL • There the technique of .... tatietios. together 

with the elements of Methematioe, is taught . Fifteen students 

are t:lking the course thie year. It has its head uertere in the 

Of"'ice of the Ott.li!fEGIE l'.UDO I 'iNT • !73. Boule~ard .' t Germain. 

To sum up : & great effort baa been made during the 

lcat 50 years to introduce into France the tenchins of econamio, 

politionl and sooial sciences. But this teaching 1e very eoatter­

ed . alt.hough oente red ohie fly in the .Faoul t ~s d·· Dro1 t and in 

(!) Forrmrly Director of the 
( 2) rrofessor of .nthematice 

of the lfurlne • 
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the Faculty of Letters. In the provinces. these Faculties ere 

indeed the only centers. In Paris, however, instruction of this 

kind is given in institutions of c very varied neture. But if 

we e~amine ~he spirit in whiob it is teught, we perceive that 

the professors who are concerned with this branch of education, 

in spite of vary ... eat differences of training, are all working 

towards a common aim. The profeaijore who, !n lTanco, are teaobins 

~he social ~ciencea heYe been le to the study of these subject& 

t~rough their interest in llistory. or Pbilosopby, L~. ~thematioa 

aad eYen engineering science. However, all, or nearly ell, look 

upon the oocial o1encee as pocitive sciences beeed on obaerTa-

t1on, and :feel that the some methods epplied to the e-xnot science• 

should be tipplied core and more to their owm field of en~uiry. 

Political doctr1nee of u practical nature:J• oial and eoonomio 

idecle ere corning to be ~ery shsrply distinguished from e~aot 

descriptions and annlrsee of soient1f1c det~. ~he old ~uarrela 

between different achoola - e~cept in e lew belcted and intolerant 

oiroles - have disappeared almost everywhere. Tbus it is to be 

regretted that the unconoious cooperation of oll these aaholara 

has not the opportunity to make 1*self more clearly felt - sa 

it would be felt and without tl&mpering individual freedom - i1 

a F&aulty o~ Economic and ~ocial ~cienoe e~iated, where ~conomy, 

Sociology, otatistloe and Iolitioal ocienoe would all be •tu41e4 

end taught. (l) 

'io tltt_j a- fG":;••'.l (I) e might also mention ce rt in in t 1 tutions -such aa tbe Inat1-

P"··~ r,.,u,.r.eol :_,;tl,~ tut d 'Urbanisme create by the City of Po.rie - ond tbe Mua_tf_e __ 
::Joho1iahl where :tu.nnt1nnA A'l'lll ..,.,..,. ...,,.,,.'"• ~!'t1"1'""tctt 'to ~~..Y- t; 11 t 
• 

0 at one time bed aoaumulated very ft1 nn a1 ~·•• 
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- III -

Tm: 0. GANISbTlOli OF ~Cl IiTIFIC Rb..;l!: 'R~EES . 

If we pass from tenohing to soientific research-work , 

- in which tbe ROOXr-~LLER FOUNDATion ls ~nrtioult rly interested -

the first thing that stril:es ue ia the "Very ind1"V1dual1at1c nature 

o1 oolenti11o reoearch in Frsnoe. Tbe men who have distinguished 

themselves most in tho sooinl economic aoiencee -for instsnc• COURROT 

TARDE, ALRA .. end even DURKHEI - worked alone . 

It ie only 'Very recently that the necessity has been 

felt for collective orgsnieetione tor tho research and elaboration 

of materiel, end up to the present time, no organisation o1 this 

kind hes been established -with the sole e~ception of the Statts' 

t1iue Genernl~ of Franoe, whoee remarkably competent eta1f under 

the direction, first of • • u RCR, ana to-duy of .HUBER. publishes 
' 

tne admirable Bulletin de 1 ~tntietlque ~~nerale of Franae, where 

arG to b!' found firat-rttte 90icnt 1 ftc art to l e o. 

teaching institution; it is a branch of government administration 

ith no connection with the University, whoso activities are limited 

ns t ur elly , by its official administrative role. 

Bcsioes this b'G.l'eau. we must ;nention, however , the 

work dot&e by the lnst1tuto of St nt i at:t.os, where RCH hae orgen1e-

ed, in oooper$t1on v1ith the Sto.tistioal Institute of HarVard, the 

publication of graphical re presentations business movements. whioh 

appear, every three months. in the Re vue Pol1tique at Parlementaire . 
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But with the exoeptton of th18 l i mited enterprise -

which is a l most entire l y the result of one men •a work, - in none 

of our teaching institutions does there e~1st any statletioel 

<!rgania&tion provided with s o.ompetent stafi' and the materiel n•­

ceeanry for the elaboration of every kind of numerical data on the 

baaia of wh1oh. in America :for e::r~;~mple, so mcny precious stullies 

a re ~de which aake it poo ible to follow economia and HOciol 

phenomena from duy to tlo.y. ;n orgentsntion of tl1iS kind, i:f created. 

would not limit ita services to one Univoreity, or to one Institut­

ion, but 'culd bo at tho dle~osnl of sll roaearch workers, prow1dc4 

they fulfilled ccrts tn conditions. 

At J•rescnt, the "\"70rkshdrps" of scl()!lt ifio research 

are confined to certain re eding-rooms ( nlles de Travail) 1n the 

lisoult6 de Drott end the Fooulte dee tett~, or to c rte.in "Instit­

utes" established in these ncultiea , e.n.d both the rending-rooms 

and ln~titutea are ~nerally endowed with a completely 1nauff1oient 

amount of material reaouroea. 

Among these 1netitutea, we must mention the Ins+itut 

de Droit compy~ (Institute o:f Cocnr.rntive Law) of 'Lyon , oreet ed 
i\...k .tJ r\-? 

:four years ago ond direoted by Jkh ' a t n .mJL-tT und ANTO!ELLI , whioh 

baa already published I3 e~ceed1ngly interesting volumes on the 

linea followed by Pl•ofesaor CCwwlSS of the University of ifi Econein; 

Then the Centre de Dooumeututi n ao 

directed by l~ . BOUGtE . und :finally 1 1 lnat1tut d.'Et ude et de Dooumen-, 

tetion econom1que et sociale of Bordeaux. Theae t hree last 
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insti,; ..ltlona .orn endowed with auch raeogre reanuroe.s that tbey ban 

never been nble to follow up their ~eaearohee 'for any length of 

time. private llen<:"1sotor, . Albert KAHN, supplies the Centre de 

Doouruontnt ton de 1 1 -.!.oole Bormale with funds, but it a budget dooe 

not c~oeed ifteen ~usnnd francs. . year ago The ~alle de Stat1a-
• 

tique de lu Facult6 de Droit de Paris waa deprived of lta meagre 

budget cf 5. 00 . It ia no longer possible even to pay a librairian 

to look c:fter the rioh oolleotion of. documents and booka which waa 

given to this institution by the Stotietioel 8oo1ety o£ Paris. 

It 1u bere however that the future professors of Polit-

ical Economy receive special pre~rat1ona under the direction of 

oertuin pro~csaors of the Faoult~ de Droit, for the competitive 

exmnlnaticm known as tl'le "Conoours d '.hgr~get1on". Tbeae young men, 

who oome from nll tr.e Un1vera1ties in Frsnoe , who he.•e all paased 

their doctorate in economic and social science and some uf whom 

~ra ulre~dy teechine in Un1vers1tiea hove no facilities whatsoever 

ot tleir disf,osnl. It -~~ld howe~er be easy to organise cooperative 

research work for thf.m - Ba has already been done - if only one 

could ~~ovidG them with the nocess~ry resourcee {stenotrapher, 

secretary, adding Jaobinea, etc ••• ) 
'I 

As for tbe Institute of :Sor4esux, ita budget doea not 

eY.aeed five thousand 1rencs, provided by M.Albert KAHN. It baa 

concentrated ita etforta on the pub11oat!on of a bibl1ographioel 
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Journal of .. ioaiel ciertce. The Instit-ute at 'Ly~n receives I5 .000 fra 

from pr1vota benefactor. 

le must mention 1n this oonncotion the teaching of 

Eoonomios at the Eoole dee Hautes Etudes ~lready dleoueaed , beoauae 

• 
the instruction given- in th•~ brnnoh of learning oa in all others 

taught at the sahool - is of a cooperative nature , the professore 

and students oollnborsting together in the same reaeeroh work. 

Here , too , material reaouroes ere unfortunately ui te inude quate. 

Ln default of oolleotive organisation, the research 

workers find to-dey their common groun,lin the var1cus Reviews . 

Under this beading, we must mention principally three 

publications 

L.h l'ANNEE SOOlOLOGI UE 

and the JCtRNhL DE La SOCl£TE DE 5ThT1STI U 

The Revue d' oonomie E011t1que(1~as founded by 

. GIDE more t1brib5 ~era ago . It corroaponas, in its views , if 

not in ita importance , to tbe Ameriotm Eoonomlo lUtview. It rejetos 

nll ooonomio dogmatieation. It ncouragea in every wuy ori ginal 

work. .or the last three yesra , it has undertaken to publish, 

a deaor1pt1on of the 

These volumes . three 

(1) The edt»torial steff of this review i.lloludea ! •. GlDE, LANDRY. 

AUIEli'IT, J.FT LIOii, HUB. R. RI~T. T ·:u.nD, TRUCHY, GBP.MAIN, VJ.Rl'IN . 

LE :;CU :u:; , e t o • • • 
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of: "Vhloh have olreody oppeerad, (the lest hea no lt: .1sfr-nn 450 pc.gee~ 

fmd on which thirty writers oolloborntoa) eitn u't givlng s.n impartial 

analysis of the evolution and the economic and aootal transformat­

ion of Frence, without preoccupation of party or of doctrine. and 

free from the obtrusion of any private interesta. 

L'a~ae ~oo1ologiiue founded by Durkneim, 1nter~pted 

by the war and now once more appearing is t~e most representative 

organ of the French oociology. It~ includes in its domain the 

hole field of aoc1ol, religious , anthropolmg1oal and economic 

research. It furnishes &very year a critical biblio~raphy of books 

on these eubjects published in France and oleewl'11jl'G . It also in~lude s 

original atudiee, artiolea of rear scientific value . meny of which 

ha~e become ola sica . (l) 

The Journal of the Stati~tlool i:>Ociety publiot.ee the 

communioations sent in by the mombore of this Society, .and the 

disouaE>iona whioh e.ri.se around tbem. .[t bsa often publislred articles 

of groat $01ent1fio vu~ue . To~ther with the Bulletin de la Stat1e• 

tique O~ncrsle mentionned abo"Ve, it constitutes a very nrecious 

acur~ce of 1n1ormet1on. 

The effort whioh ie being made to develop scient1t1o 

research work in the f i eld od economical and social analyais ia -shown also by the numerous 4hcses which are published every year 

at the Facttltics of ta; nnd o1 Letters . 

{1) The editors ere : # ~r. i.nrcel ..:::r.:::==--. O)I.LU 1:BD, BOUG'LE . HUBERT and 
F.AUeONHET. 
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any of these are excellent •lonogrDJ>lltJ, o.nd it 18 

largely in thia way that the supply of c conoml c ar1d aoo1olog1onl 

11terat~ is increased in France . 

IV 

PROID.3AL::s FO.. REFOI~ 

If we naw aek ourselves what would be !ho beut moans 

of fu~thering scientific reseerohcs in the aovill. economic and 

eociolog~cal field, the following conclusions ore suggested ta by 

the e~sminatlon of the present situation • 

.. e must distinguish between two lmporttlnt categories 

of dtudy.- botb oquully interesting from tte scientific point of 

view but whioh do not re ""11ire tho BGlnC kind of oncourogement, nor 

perhaps. at prea~nt at least. the oame degree of encouragement : 

{l) On the one hBnd, Studies belonging etrlotly to the realm 

of Sociology : History, Religious ~ooiology, oomparat1ve linguietioa, 

anthropology, etc • .• 

{!) The s~•dy of strictly aoc1ol end eoonomio phenomena + ~ 

1&~ is wh:J.t ne mean by the different kinds of encouragement needea by 

these ~wo oategol·ies of study: 

Tho atudy of primitiv~ aocl~ty. of co~parutive reli-

gion. of antnropology have long uince awaken~d Q lively interest in 

the neral public. he problems ~f origins whether it be Hiator7. 

Religion or Sooisl life, havo never £e1led to ro~s• inter~st in 

Franco. No one hea e~er doubted that the atud7 of these uestiona 
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re'iuirea the use of purely scienti:t'ic f'.lll!thods . Dogmatis!:l founded 

on pre j'lld1oe, dilettant13m nre to b~ met tith in this sphere us in 

all others. but tbeae defecto are soon ee~n Rnd pointed out. It 

is sujficlent to draw up the list - whioh 1a ~ong - of the EeTiews 

the Societies, the Chairs which. in the Collbge de' rrance, at the 

Ecole dee Heutea Etudes, at the oohool of Or1entol L~~guagee snd 

tl'le .Facu.lty o Lettero 'l.t§ given over to the study o:f the history 

of ~iv1liaetion, of Languages &nd Religions, of et}~ioal group•. 

ancient flnd modern, to ~t an 1mpreas1o~ of the important position 

whioh these studies occupy 1n the esteem of the world of lenrning 

and of ~ublic •nstruction. 
c.o.J~~ 

On the ot"ae• ~a. it is only very recently that a 

aerioue effort has been made -or attempted - to introduce the 

general application of scientific m~thods to the enalyais o~ aocial 

and economic phenomena. I~blio opinion is ignorant of this movement 

The public is repelled by the dry subject-matter of scrent1f1o stu­

dies. People think that the newspnpera keep the;a sufficiently 

well-informed on eoonorraio U.(: etions. .Bu.sinea men &.re only slowly 

beginning to re nli~e the eeTviaes wnioh the impartial and method.cal 

study of the ueations in which thoy are interested oen render them. 

As for roaenroh workers , the7 ~re frequently diacouroged by the 

eJtpense in vel ved by n.11 sctrioua o oonomio v.nd aoc1~l t~tn,.,u.i rie a, snd 

e-ven by all etntistlca.l inveati atlons which 3re pli.rsnea st eny 

length. The nttempta which have been made in France to estebl1sh 

permenent Archives of social and eoonomiB documentation - such es 
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exist in Germany, at Cologne end Frankfo~t. or at the United­

States at the :Bus1neaa Bchool of ~olurnbia Un1v~rs1t;y - ore 

embryonic. In this connection, there ia little to mention 

oxaept the (.d'fioe des Vnleura l"obil it~res at 1qc 5. Euc Guillon. 

Tbe effect of tbis situation is seen in the fre uently deplornbl:~ 

fashion in which sooio.l. and economic probler.ts, when they are 

brought fol'cefully- to the notice of the public, are treated in 

pnrliument or by the Press . Controversis a~ to termlnnlogr 

predominttte over the diacu.snion of •tuastions o:f faat~. Th.e moat 

ridi~ulous statements end denials of most well-eet~blished 

truths find crede11ce smons men wbo are otherwi~e highly educated 

Nowhere does there exist an entirely independant aoientifi o 

orf!snisst ion, \'7hlch oould - a.s doe a for e~ample the National 

Rese~roh Council in the Unitod States - bring for~ard 1n import­

ant controverei&s of public interest the elements of fact whioh 

are incontestable and unconte~tea in the absence o1 wbioh ell 

discussion~ ia vain. 

Nowhere, moreover, does there elfiat nn independent center where 

there might be trained by the handling and the analysis of 

documents and by the pred:ti. te of economic invf1atigations, a. 

highly ~ualified st~f1 of whioh the need is more and more felt 

by impor~ant lmaiuea~ entrepr1set3, by the gretlt ntl1;ion.a.l I:.Uld 

inte:mutioual oomroia~lons to wh1u1. u:re Ol1~rusted ti1e study of 

e oono:nio problems in which the entire world is interested. A 

staff of this k1nd cnn only be treined in an institution whioh 
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is free !rom all pri"Vatc inter.fer~noe. industrial or oonu•roial ,... 

in nn 1r.t.Btitution wl1ero tbe pursuit o:f truth ia tbe laading 

prtnciple o1 nll the ~ork done there {1) 

For ell these reasons, and without underestimating 

for a moment the importance of aooiologiool etudiea, we consider 

that it is the economic end socisl sciences in iranoe , in the 

social state of this countr~, whioh atand in the most presain1 

need o! encouragement. 

Uoreover, the two brllrlChNJ ot le crnlng dist 1ngt+1ahed. 

nbove ( P. I4) • even if· tt is adm1 tted that both deserve the 

seme nm~unt of encouragement, do not need the B6-~ kind of 

enoourugerncnt. 

;ith regard to the 1.1rst category - 3oa1ologioal _ 

studie a - the kind o! encottraRE!ment which Gect'la beat fitted 

to meet its needs is financial uao1atance given to researah-

worK,ers for a def1n1to pieee of research work. or for the or­

gani.alltion of linguistic or e.nthl'npoltgionl Commissions . 

iii th re rerd to the ee oond 'field of stu.dy - in the 

econo~io end eoctol spbcres - B~~ittcd tbnt tho efforts of 

individuals ana grants tor such nna such a piece of work.can 

accompliah certain very definite resulte, it 1s howe~er 

. 
collective organ.iaatton. and collnotive resources put at the 

(1) There does exist s society of Economic Jtudy wh1oh r.ublis­

bes an extremely interesting Daily Bulle~in. The Society baa 

abundant funds whio~ are s~ppttea=sy a group of oaptAine of 

Industry. Its organ however interesting it may be, is oleerly 

influenced by the interests bf those who supply the :funda. 
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disposal of ell the rcaearoh- :orkers which u.ppear to be moat 

nrgently needed. 

If indeed we leeve cGide f:or a moment work done in 

Economic History - whiuh .hea ~- greet and ~rmea~nt ut111ty,but 

which ia senerally accompli hed by individuals - what exac. 

tly is the atm of the economic end ,ooisl sciences ! 

~heir uim ie above all - ns io tr~ oese of the medical 

ond biological soiencos - to understand und interpret the pree­

ent. But the present cannot poss1bly be underetood.by reason 

of ita vaat and cocplo:x ncturc , by onr one n1an alone . It 

only beco~eu comprehensible through collective obR0rvat1on 

c:.rlied on tlthough c Biven period qnd directed toward a the 

v rtous ~::;pnctu .of our aocinl orgvnis~tion. Uoreovor, tho study 

of th,., Jres nt n·~·~~ :1.-t ctes the cor ptJ.:-ioon of the soci6l life 

oi o~ group witb th~t of oth~r oontemnorery - or ~uondem-

""ro l'"'· 

Tl'~a aci~;.ntific orgn.ntsntion of a sociol and economic 

surv~y of l?rnrwe ~.o1i.ld onta1l, occordingl;v, these categories 

of studies which r.oulo re~uire to be carried on simultaneously. 

I ) A ayatenatic elobornt1on and a auitDble presentation 

of the wast a~ount of statistical dste which is being collected 

at the present time by Gov~rnm~nt odminietrntions . by priTnte 

entJ'Erprleea (_tel)Orts und schedules ci Bunks, Corporetions , 

~redo -Unions, Cooperatt~ Societies , etc ••• ) This would const-

itute a quantitative and comparative study aiming at defining 
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the correlation nd interdependence of the various economic 

phenomena which would permit. toe ~ rthin e7.tent, tbe·predio­

t ion of the fut un. 

2) The ~aervntion ana continued dcsor1nt1on of the chan­

~ h1oh are taking place ln the u.ec~oniam, the ~~anteation e~ 

~he condition of the grent ooonomio and eoo1P-l life of this 

country (Concentration of ent:repr1ses. the shifting of the 

canters of industry and of the marlete, the dev~op~ent ana aot-

1 vlty of er.rployere and work en 's eosooiotions , the evolution 

o1' sooiul snd economio le.g:L latton, tne fi:nanoial position o1 

the oountr;. - monfitnry en ngve, move&~cnta of ocro:norce, diistr1-

bation of inoo~e. balance of trade, etc ••. ) 

Thil~ kind of obso:rv~1tlon '}')rosuppoaea a gretat deal of 

division of labo~ and a high deg:ae of sDSoial1autinn among 

the obaorvers. Such opocia11sation would mllke it poasible to 

tl'.nln hig1: oo:n"!'etcnt ~en nnd wo:nen in ~3o1l b:ranch of study. 

Th ae ould bo able to !ollol? from day tc any th'l progree3 of 

a given important uctivity or institution, ~~d to keep the 

publio and the uvante inoeoaantly informed, without tbemeelves 

trdcing any diroct pu~t in tho economic nativities they are 

observing, and ~hue without belng themaelves involuntery intlu-

eno d oy the a.iffe1-ent interests c.t the basis of theee aotivitte., 

3) Com:ps.risona tith the inldtitutloua and the lef1Slation 

of other aountrles, and of the economic phenomena abroad in 

which France ia pert1oulerly interested. These comparieone ~d 
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etudiee would be made by means of en uiries carried on in vario~ 

countries. The Social and ·conomio Fellowships erected by the 

BOOKF.h.L!.ER 1-Semorinl !'oundetion already constitute very precious 

aasiatt:nce and ~ grellt encouraeement in this sphere. 

A general program of th1e kind may sn6ta to be aabit1ou;) 

It is ecay to aee however thnt it ia evon now partly ena frag­

ment,y1l~ realised. 

The nim aet bofore themuelven by A cert6in so1entit1c 

eviewe such as the ulletin de ln Stntietique_Gen~~nlc of Franc~ 

or the Revue d'Economle Politl;ue is to encourage end to ors­

uniee a kind of survey oontinvBly kept up to date of the 

aonornio liio of !ronce. 

In the field o! Sociology. l ' ~hn~e 8ociolog1j~ bas 

tOken upon itself tr.e task ~f dr ~ing up o definite acheme of 

reseeroh. Dnd t'his achece ie being by dagrees realised by the 

~VIritere t1ho J!UbU.sh articles in thia Reviev1. 

Inbl1cat1ons o£ this nntu~. if they had more import­

ant financial resources st their di poeal, could vastly extend 

their programs, encourage 1~rthc~ recaarchee which at preaen~ 

are too coatly to bo undertaken , and g~adually aoouatom the 

r ·1in public to a oientific und objective treatment o1 ues­

tions the study and solution of hioh they have hitherto nban­

donned to men to hom the term "interested parties" applies 

only too well. '!1heae Reviews .~ould be ready to take th~lr pleoe 



- ~I -

as the org ne of publloetion of en Institute of S~ciel end 

Economic ~ciences , ii euch an Institute should onv day be 
ere ~tad ( ns I hore thut it mHy be).. just o.a the 11~nt(l de 

~ , ocicte Stetist.:.g.ue" le the o:fficial organ of tbe ~tatisti­

oal J:., o le t y • 

It wouln. not be V(. ry di:f:fioul t. ~ i tr,er, to put th.e 

$ullea do ~ravail (?.eading-~ooma) of tho Univeroities in a 

1>0Bition to :fu.r.a1ah :reseerch-worl:era Vlith tho ronterinl resour­

ces e~1. witl1 the etoff r;h1ch nre <Jbsolutely oaocnticl for the 

elab Jrtlt ion of etutistical r:mtu:ri~L It ia onlv tha .:rlCC~'Hlenry 

iU')OS 11hicb are lacking. The ntCmey which \7ould btl uu:f-f'1cient 

to e uir them ·ould not amount to a v st sum. 

It is cert~iin that thu moat at t:rect 1 ve tiJ of ssnetn .. 

bling, from t~is ti~e on. tho rnther scattered efforts wh1ob 

we h~ve described in this Report would be to g~tber them to@O­

ther in en efficient Institute o~ Sociol ond Ec~nomioal 
. oiences. 'l1ke tbe one l~,?hich 1 in "orkin"' order et ::BB17SSELS, 

thanks to the ~nerosity of ' . OL."i' Y. 

The ore~tion cf such an Institute seem to us diffic­

ult, hc.ever , at ~resent at leaot, for various reasons wbioh 

it 1'"' net ncce .3£-ry to d locue£ nere . 

n tl:e other r.nnd, rre believe thct it ould. be eesy, 

£rom now on, to form o group of men who ere accustomed to appl7 
so1ent1f1o methods to the study o£ aociol , economic nnd sooio~ 

logioo.l problems. Theae men o~~d come fro the chief institu-



tiona of Higher La~Irning where +heee problema sre now beillg 

studied, both in the provinces 

arsw up, col1Pct1vely, lict 

end in Purls. They would 
the 

o~\reanaroh problemc which 

seamed to them moat i~portant t~ orgeni~e r~d eneouro~ at 

the present ti~e. and ulso & list ot ~r~ oooside~d b~ them 

best "u 11fied to und rt'tKe tho ot"..!d:v o:f thC1".l. '"hes '/Cnld 

send in to tl::c ·~cokfeller ·e~oriel n-u.ndnt ·on thv re ult cf 

their d.~libarntions . whi~n wou.Hl tJ·en de terun.tle in 'il'-t t rtJ.Y 

their nroposals 0<11lld ba dov~ loped. The 'fe ry fo:r:n'lt ~on o1 

a grOU'J? of thie kind huvin~ ar• its 1m to dl.rcct and encourage 

aot.entifio work in tbis 1field wo1 .. td in i taol"" bf o! ut 111 t:r • 

• 1>rogrsm of res""roh work draw.n. t..\!j"'.lndc.r ouch ci:rcru:u;;t :1oee 

would ~ave 1ndia~table v~luc. Vne r~ali ~t on of ~uoh a p 

nro~sm would p:rob::.bly rcr;l<esent the mos~ signlfio~ nt progreea 

,..-hich ooulo be acooopliabed. in tll€ ·tipbexe of tho eoono:n1c Cilld 

aooial scl~ncf e during tnt. neYt fe~w yearc . .. ,;rcu_p of this 

kind - small At !1rst - could lnter be enlareed ln th• i~ 

r~~~ _ Ia..~~ . ,,l.-6 
~ 
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