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M e motan dom Sstize by H.RIST

In ueing the expression the "Social Sciences", we
adisie '

intend, in the following , to leave egide the consider-
&tion of History, Ps_yohology. Human Geography, the History of
Religion &nd. even Anthropology. These sciences have long since
hed the benefit, in France, of organised teaching systems, with
the hea&qr;é\era et the "Fecultd des lettres", (;'; the "Ecole
des Heutes Etndbg:' and the "Colldpe de France" . They are

alresdy provided with lsborastories and librafies, setontlﬂc

.".

meetings and repgulsr publilcetions - often helped by specisal

grents - insure their continmal usefulness.

In speaking here of thn "3oeiel Sciences”, we have
in mind, particulsrly, the Economic snd Folitieasl Sciences,
including Comperative Jurisprudence and S"'Oeio;qu in the striect
sense of the term. It 1’ only in relstively recent times that

these sciences have scyuired & position in the French educationsl

(I) In Peris, there is even & School of Anthropology, where the
instruection u directed chiefly by the Society of Anthmpoloh.
and, & few months ago, an Institute of Ethnology wes crested

vfhtuh is partly supported by the French Colonies.




world., Politicsel Economy wes only included in the University

Curriculums in I876, when the first Ohair in Economice was oreated _
Cau ko

at the "Fsculté de Droit" (Law Faculty) and occupied by Paul shkkeiees—

In 1885, when a special Cheir was insugursted for DUREKHEIM, the

study of Sociology entered the University. These two subjects
were looked wpon for & long time with distrust bOth by the Governe
ment (the teaching of Foliticel Science did not exist during the
Second Empire) and by certain sections of public opinion. Even
to-day, the teaching of Economics in thoxracultés de Droié?nottl

with & certain amollnt of hostility from the warmest sdherents of
the school of economic lidersfism. Even the word "Sociology"
-owing to the fset that it was used by Auguste Comte and by the
Bchool of PositiWists ~ is sometimes eriticised by the partisans
of economiec liherafisn,tlthaugh the Soclologists have long since
renounced the ochampionghips of any partioular nchooi of philoso-~
vhy. Th&s more or lese unooﬁ%iouu hostility, =s well 83 openly
expressed criticism, long hindered the inclusion of the Bocial

end Eoconomic Sciences in the University currioculums. This ex-
rleins -together with other circumstsnces which we shall men-
tion later - the notorious insde uacy of the teaching of Econo-
mies and Sociology in France. The object of this article is to
eall attention to this very inadequacy.

It will be useful, in what follows, to distinguish

between the iork of tesching and that of Scientific Reseerch.
#hile there now exists in Frence an orgsnised system of instruc-

tion in the economic, politicel and social seiences, in the




domain of secientific research work, on the other hand, there
is not only & complete lack of orgsnisation (which is of only
secondary impottance), but 2lso(and this seems to uas far more

deplorsble) almost complete lsck of materisl resources.

THE ORGANISATION OF THE TEACHING OF ECONOKICS AND SOCIOLOGY
IN FRANCE

The teaching of economic and political sciences

in Frsnce im conQentreted, as is well Wnown, in the variocus

-

Facultés de Droit (Law Schools). Ik is in these Fsculties

that future 3tatesmen, Functionaries and many business men
are trained. Thus it hes been thought advissble - not however
without much opposition én the part of the jurists - to include
in these Lew Schools the teaching of the economic and political
sciences, which teaching wes only orgsnised, in reslity, im I895,
In 1895, ¥.POINCARE, who wes then Minister of Public
Instruction, created the doctorste of Politicsl snd Economic
Seience, whick includes mainly Politicsl Economy, Finance, the
History of Economic Theory, Constitutionsl Lew, Internstional
Low and Administrative Law. It is only this year (1I925) that
the study of Statisties snd Serial Economics hag been included.
At the Fscultés de Droit, in the provinces, as well

@8 in Paris, sre to be found the Vast majority of young men




and women who are purau1n§ the study of the economic &2nd polite
icel sclences. .

These Faculties, however, sre not the only centers
of instruction in this field, The most striking feature, indeed,
of the instruction given in these subjects, is the number of
different centers.

Let us first mention the Xcole des Sciences Politiques

(School of Political Seience), s private institution, founded
soon after the disesters of I870-I87I by & group of men whose
objeot was to create &n independent center for the study of
Politieel 3cience where could be trained the future diplomats,
functionaries and politicians whe would be needed for the newly-
" born Hepublic. At this time, there was no State institution of
this kind; the Fecultés de Droit were evclusively concerned with

the training of magistrates and lawyers. The Schoel of Politiecesl
3gience hes rendcred great service. Since the creation 1n'IBQ5
of the system of instruction in the economic &nd politicel scien-
ces in the Fscultés de Droit, which we have described sbove, it
might thought that the School of Foliticel Sclence duplicated
the work of the Facultés., However, the 3School has been careful
to differentiste ite functions by the sebection of its teachers,
end thie nsturslly chsnges the chsracter of the instruction
given there. The courses sre given chiefly by men occupyiﬁg 8
plece in the sdminisiration of the affeirs of the 3tate (that is
to say precticsl politicisns). These prepsre the students for '

the importent competitive exsminstions which lesd in France to




administrative poeitions (examination fot.the Ministey of Foreign
Lffeira, for the insepection of Fublic Finance, etc¢c...). In

who
Paris, most of the young msnkhope to psss these examinations

take the courses both st the Faculté de Droit and st the !g!g&!

Ecole des Sciences Folitigues.

The Facultés de Droit and the Zcole des Sciences
Folitiques (the latter in Peris snd not in the Provinces) are
the only institutions where the politicsl end economic sciences
ere tsught in their ensemble.

However, the political and social sciences sre taugmt,

together with other subjects - such ss History end technical

instruetion - at the Ecole des Hautes-Etudes, et the Conservatoire

des Arts et Métiers, at the Ecole Polytechnique, snd at the

Zcole des Ponts et Chaussées. These last two institutions are
schocls for engineers. M,CO0L30N has taught in them for & long

time. The Conservetoire des iArts et Métiers is slso chiefly

concerned with technicasl instruction, dbut it is open to the
general public and thus the courses are followed by persons of
very varied occupstions: employees, technicisns, engineers,
foremen, young peorle or older folks, slresdy earning their liv-
ing but who wiish to acgquire & genersl culture. The Ecole des
Heutes Studes, on the other hand, sdresses itself to & public of

specinlists, generslly the students hoping to become professors,
and who come iicru to lesrn the latest methods of soientific

e
resesrch. It is sbove all fhm school . higher learning fot the




treining of intelleotual workers on origtnal lima. K, 3IKIAND
teaches there, following Hi. LAﬁDRY and wmm‘. No exémination
is connected with this sbhool - which ies composed of two Chairs,
one of History and Zconomic Theory:‘xthc other of Economic Statis-
tics - , and the lack of exiaination gives greater liberty to

the professor. Finally, st the Colldge de Fraonce, & course is

given on the Fectors of Lconomic snd Social Life (1), ena @

at
ecourse on the History of Labor (1 bis ) endjthe Faculty of Letters

2 Course on the History of 3ocisl Leonomics (7) snd e course on
treviiuteryrofrsveinixizonsnies Economic History.(3)
This grest veriety of chairge is en indication of
the lack of unenimity of opinion in Fresnce a8 to what is the
neture and the rezl place of economic science. Arxe they 2 branch
of Hethematics, of History or of Commercisl Science ¥ Nobody
knows exactly. Besides, the yuestion is not of any great imp-
ortance., But it is certain thet the féeling is growing from
day to day that no engineer, historian, business man or stetes-
man csn do without & training on Sociel Fconomice.This is why,
in the sbeence of a gpecial Faculty of economic =nd social science
the tesaching of this brench of learning hss been introduced
into institutions of the most varied neture.
On the other hand, 3Soclology is teught exclusively in
K. Puonncly uncdan of B Chamobee of-
Dputin for Corde
(1 bi[.:; 3%33 :; ﬁ.gﬁgl{on' memARp | O Pesendy %‘""‘“’L ety ’f
(2) Given by #,BOUG h Dok o

(3) Given by M, HAUSER. \ * % h.,, s
Oc:n-fnt‘:a ‘ﬁ whm
1 ‘l'v\uj;m




the Paculty of Letters. #ithout hesitetion, it hes been linked
up with the tesching of 'hilosophy. 4t present, four chaire of
Socioclogy exist : one in Puris, on¢ st Strasbourg, one at Dijon
and one ot Bordesux. These &are occupied respectively by M4,
FAUCONNET, HALBWAUHS, DAVY and RICHARD,

 The teaching of Statistics hes long ocoupied & very

secondary position, represented by one chair at the Faculté de
Droit of Paris, held by M.AFTALION, and it is only since this
last year thet students have been permitted to choose Statistics
a3 one of the subjects for their exanination. However, three
years age distinet progress was made by the creation, with the
cooperation of all the Faoulties (Law, ledicine, Science and

Lletters), of an Institute of Statistics, which was crgenised

chie fly through the influenee of X, Lucien MARCH (1) snd of
w.Zmile 30REL (° 7. oharze the techniqus of dtetistics, together
with the elements of Wsthemetics, is tsught. Fifteen students
are taking the course this yeﬁr. It has its hﬂadquartO&t in the
Office of the OCARNEGIE ENDOWMENT, I73, Boulevard S5t Germain.

Tb sum up : @ great effort has been msde during the

leat 50 years to introduce into France the tesching of economic,

political and socisl sciences. But this tesching is very scatter-
ed, although centered chiefly in the Fscultés d= Droit snd in

(I) Pormerly Director of the Stntintigua Générele of France.
(2) Frofessor of Methematics Ef the Facully of Joience, Minister
of the larine,




the Faculty of Letters. In the provinces, these Faculties are
indeed the only centers. In Psris, however, instruction of this
kind is given in institutions of & very varied neture. But if
we examine the spirit in which it is teught, we perceive that

the professors who are concerned with this branch of educatlon,

in spite of iery great differences of training, sre all working
towards & common sim. The professors who, in France, sre teaching
the sociszl 3ciences heve been led to the study of these subjects
through their interest in History, or Fhilesophy, Law, iathemsetics
and even engineering science. However, ell, or nesrly sll, look

upon the Socisl Sciences as positive sciences besed on gbserva-

tion, snd feel thet the same methods epplied to the exsct sclences
ghould be spplied more snd more to their owm field of enguiry.
Political doctrines of s practical nature;Sscial and economie
ideals ere coming to be very sherply distinguished from exact
descriptions snd snalyses of scientific deta. The old quarrels
between different uohool; - except in & few belated and intolerent
eircles - have dissppesred slmost everywhere. Thus it 1is to be
regretted that the unconcious cooperstion of all these scholars
has not the opportunity to make isself more clearly felt - as
it would be felt msnd without hampering individusl freedom - if
& Feculty of Lconomic and Socisl Science existed, where LZconomy,
Sociology, Statistice end folitiesl belence would sll be studied

and tsught. (1)

o dﬁjtqu$uq‘1) We might slso mention certein institutions -guch &s the Insti-

purely practicel aims_SUE 8 'Urbenisme oreated by the City of Paris -
: 3ocial where funatinna arva warw u-nug wst?t::td :gddf:a W—m’“
which at one time hed scoumulsted verv preaiena maais) Anes
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THE CRGANISATION OF SCIERTIFIC RESEARCERS.

If we pess from tesching to scientifie resesrch-work,
- in whioh the ROCEFELLER FOUNDATION is particulsrly interested -

the fiFst thing that strikes us is the very individuslistie nature

of sclentific resesrch in France. The men who have distinguished
themselves most in the sociel economic sciences -for instance COURNOT
TARDE, WALRAS and even DURKHEIM - worked alone.

It is only very recently that the necessity has been
felt for collective orgsnisations for the research snd alsboration
of meterisl, end up to the present time, no organisstion of this
kind has been established - with the sole exception of the Statisé

tigue Générale of France, whoee remerkably competent staff under

the direction, first of M.MARCH, and to-dsy of M.HUBER, publishes

sne sdmirable Bulletin de lu Ststistigue Générale of France, where

are to be found first-rate sclentific articles.

But the 3Ztatistique Oéndrale of FPrance ig not &
tesching institution; it is = branch of governuent sdministration
with no connection with the University, whose activities are limited
nsturslly, by its offieiﬁl adminiatrative role.

Besides this buresu, we must mention, however, the
work done by the Institute of Statistios, where M.MARCH hés orgenis-
ed, in cooperstion with the Stotistieal Institute of HerwWard, the
publicetion of grerhical representations business movements, which

appesr, every three months, in the Rovue Politique et Parlementaire,
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Put with the exception of thie limited enterprise -
which is elmost entirely the result of one  men 's work, - in none
of our teaching institutions does there exist any ptatistiesl
Qrgenisation provided with 2 competent staff snd the maﬁerial ne-
cessary for the elsboration of every kind of numerical dsts on the
basis of which, in fmerica for exszmple, so meny precious studies
are made which meke 1t possible to follow economie snd soclel
phenomena from dey to day. /in orgenisation of this kind, i1f crested,
would not limit ite services t$ one University, or to one Instittt-
ion, but would be st the disposal of sll research workers, prowided
they fulfilled certein conditions.

At present, the "workshépe" of scientific resesrch
asre confined to certsin reazding-rooms (Salles de Travail) in the

Faculté de Droit =nd the Faculté dcs Lettres, or to certein "Instit-

utes" established in these Fsculties, =nd both the reading-rooms
and Institutes are generally endowed with & completely 1n§uff1oiant
smount of material resources. .

imong these institutes, we must mention the Imstitut

de Droit comparé (Institute of Comparative Lew) of Lyon, crested

four yeers ago and directed by%ﬁﬁhﬁf;m gnd ARTONELLI, which
hes slready published I3 exceedingly interesting volumes on the
lines followed by Frofessor COMMONS of the University of Wisconsin;
Then The Centre de Documeatation Ge 1'igole Wormsle Supérieure,
directed by M.BOUGLE, end finally 1'Institut 4'Etude et de Documen-

tation économique et socinle of Bordesux. These three lsst
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instisutions sre endowed with such meagre resources that they have
never been able to follow up their researches for any lsngth of
time. A privete benefactor, M.Albert KAEN, supplies the Centre de
Documentation de 1'Ecole Normele with funds, but its budget does

not exceed Fifteen tousend francs., A yesar ago The Salle de JStatis-

tique de ls Pacultd ds Droit de Paris wes deprived of its mesgre

budget of 5.000. It is no longer possible even to pay & librairian
to look after the rich collection of documents end books which was
glven to this institution by the Statistical Society of Paris.

It is here however that the future professors of Polit-

icel Hoonomy receive special preperations under the directica of

certulin professors of the Faculté de Droit, for the competitive
examination known 28 the "Concours a'Agrégation". These young men,
who come from 211 the Universitiee in France, who have all pessed
their doctorete in economic snd sociesl science and some of whom
are slready tesching in Universities have no facilitlies whstaocever
gt their disposal. It would howavor'be easy to orgenise cooperative
resesrch work for them - 8s hes slresdy been done - if only one
gould provide them with the necessery resources (stenographer,
gecretary, adding mechinea, etec...) 7

Ag for the Institute of Bordesux, its budget does not
evceed five thoussnd frencs, provided by M.Albert KAHN. It heus

soncentrated its efforts on the publiocation of & bibliogréphical

./ Khowe Nowdsr s @W« ﬁA.;J—ttk ?c‘lohh
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Journal of Hociel Science. The Institute at Lytn receives I15.000 fre
from & privste benefactor.
We must mention in this connection the teaching of

Sconomics &t the Ecole des Hautes Ltudes already discussed, because

the instruction given - in thed braach of lesraning 2@ in 211 others
tsught st the school - 18 of 2 cooperstive nsture, the professors
and students collaborsting together in the same regearch work.
Here, too, materisl reaources are m!oﬁunately quite inedegquste.
In defeult of cellective orgenisstion, the maea?ch
workers find to-dey their common .5round,1n the varicus Reviews.
Under thie hesding, we must wention principally three

publicstions :
1A REVUE D'ECONCMIE POLITIWUS, 1'ANNEE S0CIOLOGIQUE

and the JOURNAL DE L& SOCIETE DB STATISTILUE DE PARIS.

The Revue d'Economie politiguou‘uan founded by

M,GIDE more th&is years ago. It corresponds, in its views, if
not in ite 1mpor'tanoo. to the Americsn Gconomic Review. It rejetecs
all economic dozmatisation. It encourages in every way original
work. Xor the lsst three years, it has undertaken to publish,
under the title of " Le Frence Eeonomigue", & desoription of the
economic life of Frmmuw the yeer. These volumes, three

(1) The edbtorisl staff of this review includes KM, GIDE, LANDRY,
mﬁg, APTALION, BUBER, RIST, SIMIAND, TRUCHY, GERMAIN, MARTIN,
LE b, 81C..
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of vhich have slresdy sppesred, (the lest hos no lessthen 450 pages)
énd on which thirty wrifara colleborated) 2im st giving sn impartial
anelysis of the evolution and the economic and social transformat-
fon of France, without preoccupation of party or of doctrine, and
free from the obtrusion of any privete interests.

L'hnnée Sociologijue founded by Durkheim, interrgpted

by the war and now once more aprearing is the wmost representetive
organ of the French Sociology. Itp includes in its domain the

whole field of socisl, religious, anthropolagical and economic
regearch. It furnishes every year & critical bibliography of books
on these subjects published in France and elsewhsre.It alsc includes
eriginal studies, articles of real scientific velue, meny of which
have become classies.(l)

The Journal of the 3tatistical Society publishes the

communications sent in by the members of this Society, #nd the

disoussions which arise around them. It hsa often published srticles
of greet soientific value. Together with the Bulletin de 12 Statise

tique Générsle mentionned above, it constitutes a very precious

sour~ce of informetion.

The effort which is being mede to develop seientific
resesrch work in the field of economicsl and social anslysis i
shown &lso by the numeraul-iﬁonoa which are published every year

2t the Faculties of Law and of Letters.

M o d 4 4

(1) The editors are . : Wi, Mercel &¥sS 6 SIMIAND, BOUGLE, HUBERT and
FAUCCHNNET.




leny of these are sxcellent monogrsphs, and it is
lergely in this wey that the supply of economic &nd sociological

litersture is incressed in France,

v
PROPOSALS FOX REFORM

If we now agk ourselves what would be the best means
of furthering scientific researches in the sowikl, economic and
sociologiocal field, the following conclusions are suggested ik by
the exemination of the present situation.

#e must distinguish between two important categories
of study.- both equslly interesting from the scientific poimt of
view but which do not reguire the seme kind of encouragement, nor
perhaps, at present at lesst, the same degree of encoursgement ;

(1) On the one hsend, Studlies belonging strictly to the reslm
of Sociology : History, Religious Secciology, compsrative linguistics,

anthropology, etc...
{2) The stbtdy of strictly soclel end economic phenomena j Wisks

is what we mean by the different kinds of encouragement mneeded by

these two categories of studye
The study of primitive scclety, of comparative reli-

gion, of anthropology have long since awakened § lively interest in
the general public. The problems of origins whether it be History,
Religion or Sooisl life, have never failed to rouse interast in

France. Mo one hes ever doubted that the study of these questions
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reguires the use of purely scientific methods. Dogmatism founded
on pre judice, dilettantism are to be met with in this sphere as in
all others, but these defects are soon seen and pointed out. It
is sufficlent to draw up the list - which iz dong - of the Reviews
the Societies, the Chairs uhiaﬁ. in the Colldge de’ France, at the

Foole des Heutes Ftudes, 2t the S5chool of Oriental Lenguages snd

the Faculty of letters &re given over to the study of the history

of @ivilisation, of lLengusges Bnd Religions, of ethmnicel groups,
ancient end modern, to get an impressiop of the important position
which these studles occupy in the esteem of the world of learning
and of public énstruction.
aﬁizﬁlem&

On the , 1t is only very recently thst a
gerious effort has been made -or attempted - to introduce the
general application of scientific methods to the analysls of social

e e,

and economic phenomena, Fublic opinion is ignorant of this movemsnt

The public is repelled by the dry subject-matter of scientific stu-
dies. reople think that the newspapsrs keep them sufficiently
well-informed on economic questions. DBusiness wen sre only slowly
beginning to realise the services which the impsrtisl snd methodeesl
study of the (uesiiona in which they are interested can render them.
Ag for reseasrch workers, they are frequently discouraged by the
expense invélved by £2il serious economic and social enyuiries, and
even by all steatisticel investigstions which sre pursued at sny
length. The attempts which have been made in France to estsblish

permenent frchives of socizl and economi® documentation - such 28




exist in Germany, at Cologne =nd Frankfort, or at the United-
States at the Businees 2chool of Columbia University - are
embryonic. In this connection, there is little to mention
ﬁzcopt the (ffice des Valeurs lobilidres at W°® 5, Rue Gsillon.

The effect of this situation is seen in the freyuently deplorable
feghion in which scocial and economic problems, when they ere
brought forcefully to the notice of the public, sre treated in
parlisment or by the Press. Controversis &s to terwminclogy
predominate over the discussion of questions of factf. The most
ridioulous statements and deniale of most well-estsblished

truths find credence smong men who &re otherwise highly educated
Vowhere does there exist &n entirely independant scientific

orgenisation, which could - as does for example the National

Resesrch Council in the United Ztates - bring forward in import-

ent controversies of public interest the elements of fact which
sre incontestable &nd uncontested in the ebsence of which all
discussiong is vain.

Nowhere, moreover, does there exist an independent center where
there might be trained by the handling and the analysis of
documents and by the pradtige of economic invédmtigations, a
highly yualified staff of which the need is more and more felt

by important business entreprises, by the great national and
international commisalions to which are enirusted the study of
economic problems in which the entire world 1s interested. A

staff of this kind can only be treined in an institution which
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js free from sll private interference, industrisl or commercisl
in an institution where the pursuit of truth is the legding
prineiple of sll the work done shere (1)

For all these reasons, end without underestimating
for & moment the importsnce of_aooieloglcal gtudies, we conslder

thét it is the economic and gocisl sclences in ¥France, in the

socinl state of this country, which stand in the most presaing
need of encoursgement.

Moreover, the two branches of learning distinguished
sbove ( P.I4) , even if it is admitted that doth deserve the

geme smount of enacuragement, do not need the same kind of

encouragement.
TR s

§ith regerd to the first category - Jociclogiesl
gtudies - the kind of encouragement which seems best fitted -
to meet its needs is finencinl asvistsnce given to regenrch-
worgers for s definite rieee of resesrch work., or for the or-
ganisation of linguistic or gnthropoldglonl Commissions.

With rtgard'to the second ‘field of study - in the
economic snd socisl spheres - simitted thet the efforis of

individuels snd grents for such and guch & piece of work osn

sccomplish certain very definite results, it is however

gollective prgsnisation and collective resources put at the

(1) There does exist & gociety of Economic gtudy which yublis-
nes an extremely interesting sily Bulletin. The Society has
sbundent funds which are aupp!!?E:S&'H group of captéins of
Industry. Its orgsn however interesting it mey be, is clesrly

influenced by the interests 0f those who gsupply the funds.




disposel of ell the research-workers which sppear to be most
urgently needed.

If indeed we leesve asgide for 2 moment work done in
EKconomic History - which hes kwwm grest end permement utility, bdup
which is genersully sccomplished by individusls - what exace
tly is the sim of the economic &nd pocial sciences L §

Their eim is above 8ll - a8 is the case of the mediesl
snd biologleal soiences - to understand snd interpret the prese
ent. But the present cannot possibly be understood,by resson
of its vast and complex nsture , by any one man alone. It

only becomes comprehensible through gollective cbeervetion

earried on thkhough & given period gnd directed towards the
varions mspects of our soci.al orgenisetion. loreover, the study
of the vresent nec¢ssitetes the compsrison of the social life

of one group with thet of other contemporery - or quondem-
grouye.

The scientific organisation of & socisl end economic
gurvey of Prance would entsil, sccordingly, these categories
of studies which would re uire to be carried on simultsenecusly.

1) A systematic elsboration end & suitsble presentation
of the wast smount of ststistical dsts which is being collected
at the present time by Covernment sdministretions, by private
entreprises (Heporte snd schedules of Bunks, Corporetions,
Prede-Unions, Cooperative Societies, etc...) This would const-

ttute a gquentitetive snd compsrative study eiming &t defining
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the correlsation snd interdependence of the verious economic
phenomensa which would permit, to & certain extent, the predic-
tion of the future. :

2) The observation and gontinued desorintion of the chan-
ges which sre tsking plsce in the mecfenism, the orgsuisation ang/
the condition of the grest economic and socisl life of this

country (Concentrstion of entreprises, the shifting of the
centers of industry snd of the merkets, the devliopment end act-
ivity of amploﬁera and workmen 's associstions, the evolution
¢f scelal e&nd economic legislation, the finsneial position of
the country - monetary changes, movements of commerce, ddstrie-
bution of income, halance of trade, etc ...)

This kind of cbservation presupposes o great déal of
division of labor and a high degree of sveclalisation smong
the observers. Such specinlisation would make it possible to
train high competent men and womeén in eagh branch of study.
These would be able to follow from day to day the progress of
a given important sctivity or institution, and to keep the
public and the Ssvants incesssntly informed, without themselves
taking any direct part in the economic activities they are
observing, end thus without being themselves involuntery influ-
enced by the aifferent interests at the basis of these activitie,

3) Compsrisons with the institutions and the legislation

of other countries, snd of the economic phenomens ebrosd in

which France is pertlcularly interested. These comp#riscons snd




studies would be made by mesns of enguiries esrried on in variouw;
countries. The Socisl and Lconomic Fellowships created by the
ROCEKFELLER Memorisl Foundstion slresdy constitute very precious

assistance and & great encouragement in this sphere,

L genersl program of this kind may seem to be ambitious
It is easy to see however that it is even now partly and frag-
mentdyily reelised.

The ain set before themselves by & certain socientific

Reviews such as the Bulletin de 1la 3tstistique Géndrale of Frenece

of the Hevue d'lLconomie Folitijue 18 to encourage and to org-

enise & kind of survey contiausly kept up to dste of the
Leconomic life of France.

In the fileld of Sociclogy, 1'Ahnée Sociologijué hes

taken upon itself the tagk of drswing up a definite scheme of
research, and this 3ahemn_1a being by degrees recsliged by the
writers who publiah srticles in this Review.

Fublications of this nature, if they had more import-
ant financiel resources st their dispoasl, could vastly extend
their progrems, encourage further resesarches which &t present
are too costly to be undertsken, &nd greduslly scocustom the
resding public to & sclentific sad objective treatment of ques-
ticons the study snd solution of which they have hitherto sban-

donned to men to whom the term "interested parties™ spplies

only too well, These Reviews would be ready to take thelr place




28 the orgens of publliostion of sn Institute of Sociel snd

Zconomic Sciences, if such an Institute should one day be
crested (as I hopé that it may be), just ss the "Journal‘gg

la Société Statistique™ is the officiel organ of the stetieti-

cal Soclety.
It would not be very diffiocult, either, to put the

Sulles de Travail (Reading-Zooms) of the Universities in a

position to furnish resesrch-workers with the msterisl re soury-
ces and with the staff which are absoliutely essentisl for the
elshoration of statistiesl materiel. It is only the neocegsary
funds which are lacking. The money which would be sufficlent
te equip them would not smount to a vsst sum.

It 18 certain that the most sttractive WAY of sssen-
bling, from thkis time on, the rather sesttered efforts which
we heve deperibed in this Rn#ort would be to gother them toge-
ther in an efficient Institute of 3ocisl snd Economiesl
Jolences, like the one which 18 in working order st BRUSSELS,
thanks to the generceity of ¥.S0LiAY.

The crestion of such an Institute seems to us diffic-
ult, however, st present st lesst, for vsrious ressons which
it 1s nct necesasry to dlscues here,

Cn the other hand, we believe thut 41t would be easy,

from now on, to form o group of men who sre sccustomed to spply

soientific methodas to the study of gsocisl, economic snd sociod

logionl problems. Theae men would come from the chief institu-




tions of Eigher lemrning where these problems are now being
studled, both in the provinees epd in Paris. They would

dreaw up, collectively, & ;1st of;?:acaroh probleme which
sesmed to them most lmportant to orgenize end encourage nat

the present tiwe, and also & list of men considered by them
beat guelified to undertnrike the study of them. They wonld
send in to the Zoockfeller lemorial Foundftion the result of
their dﬂlibarafiona, which would then determine in what way
their vroposals oould be dsveloped. The very formation of

8 group of this kind having as iis aim to direct and encourage
golentific work in this Wield would in 1tsolf bo of utility.

4 vrogrem of research work drawn. udunder such clirenmetsnces
would heve indisputable vslue. The reslisalion of such & p
program would probsbly represent the most significsat progrees
which could be nccomplished in the sphere of the economic and
gooisl seciencee during the nerxt few yesre, A group of this
kind - small et firet - could later be enlarged in the same

proporiion 2 the work undertsker by it wes extended,

(Claris /élkf

Vool ?am.w? 1§24
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