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o,-,-ICI!: OP" THI!: CHANCELLOR 

THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 
WAS H I N GT O N , D.C. 

I n connection with the projection 

o:f ... ljhe Gchoo l of Public Afi'airs, memoJ•anda 

conce:rnin llich are being submitted at this 

time , i t haE bf'en thought that oer~ain frr.ts 

sug~estive of the :1tness of The Ame~ican 

Univerfity as the seat of such a school mi;ht 

The Trustees and the Ch~ncellor 

of The American Univer ity ~ind. the purpose of 

the Univer s ity as defined i~ the Act of its 

incorporation peculi~rly congeni al to such an 

experiment in special education as the proj~ct 

contemplates ; its site exceptionally advantab-

eous ; its develop~ent to the present date more 

than ordinarily friendly to the changes which 

may be necessitated i n the creation of ouch a 

nclto,>l ; not <.>.. few of the minds nhich it hns 

a~tracted to its trusteeship di~tinctly signifi-

cetnt ; and tbei:- or-T~ attitude toward what may be 

the conditions :?..'equired by the General Education 

Board frankly docile. I n very bri ef amplifica-



tion of this stater:1ent, th(,y wo·1ld call your 

a t-";ention to 1:he folloVJ:. ng some,7hc."t more 

detailed observations : 

THE D :::'I!TITE All OF THE AwRICAN U!HVSRSITY 

as given in the Act of I ncorporation is simply "to 

establish and maintain in the District of ColUL1bia 

a univerEity for the promotion of education." The 

Chancellor and the Trustees are o~ the opinion 

that t~is simple dPfinition of pUl'pose> so plainly 

stated in the Act of I ncorporation, comple-,;ely 

said-guards the freedom of action npcessary for 

the initiation and r.aaintenanc~ of such an expe=i oent 

as the proposed School of Public AffAirs, and offers 

the autonomy required in deali ng f=o~ time to t ime 

with uhat·~ver educational problecs may arise ~·or 

the solution of which there are no precedents. 

THE SI TE OF THE AMERI CAn UNIVERSITY of:ers 

advantages which are obvious when the facts are 

known . I t occupies a cm1pus o: eighty acres withi n 

tlH~ limits of the District o: Cohunbia ; its present 

buildings , eight in m.unber, valued , 1vi thout their 

conten"Gs , c:t.t :::1ore than two million dollars , being 

but twenty r.1inutes by bus o:- autor.1obile :'ror.1 the 

White House . Thi s ca"llpus ana the buildings are 

unencucbered by a::y mortga0 e . I n addition , the 

University orms and at prPsent nouses its Graduate 



School in pl'ope~tie:J cornpri sin~~ half a ci ':y 

block, t o blocks nortt of the State, War and 

Uavy Building. These properties are available 

either for the location of nen and more sui ·~able 

Graduate Scho:>l buildings , as the need may 

develop, or to offsPt , as security, the debt of 

tr.e Uni ve1·si ty which is in the form of truntee notes 

bu-: which represents o~ly 11% of the Unive:-sity1s 

asseto . A ca~pus of such acreage, so adj acent to 

the galleries , libraries and government buildings 

of the Nation's Capital, offers a coincidence 

of academic isolation with opportunities of 

coamopoli tan experience suc11 as cannot be duplicat-

ed elsewhel'e,. 

'!'HE HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN UUIVERSITY began 

wit!1 its incorpoq3tion in 1893; 1 ts Grf•duate School 

nan opened with an address by President Uoodrow 

Ui lson, in 1914. I ts College of Li bPl'al Arts enter-

ed its first clu.ss in SeptProber 1925. The Unive::sity, 

in a no:rd, io old enou!;h to have eHtabl:!.ohed i tnelf 

:'irmly in the loyalties and concerns o ... a gror.ing 

cont·tituency while, at the same time, it is young 

enough to have !'lo traditions l"7hich ar.y exigencies 

of the School of Public Affairs might contravene 

and no res~rictir.g nrececents to be ov~rco~e . 



..... 

SIG!:IFICAN':' EN HAVE SERVED upon its Bo~rd 

of Trustees and working co~mittees, ~1ose eager 

participation in its manaJement bears witness to 

thei r constant sensitiveness to the University~s 

responsibility to the na"':ional life. Amo15 these 

significant men have been Theodore Roosevelt , 

':Tarren G. HardinJ, Charles 7.! . Fairbanks , William 

J. Bryan, Arthur C. True. At the prr.sent tirje , 

the Hono:;:-able Josephus Da."liPls is serving his 14th. 

year , Daniel c. Roper Secretrry of t;he Department 

o~ Co.runerce ; has been a trustee for thirteen year a; 

and llr . David Lawrence, ont~ of' the more r<" cent 

raer.cbers, :..s tlinong 'tl.e most active. 

THE TRUSTEES , ALR~ADY CO.tUTTED to the 

projP0t o; thE' SC'' ool of Public Affairs, are eager 

to co-opArate with the General Ed1o~tton Board in 

such rP--organization anQ strenbthening of the 

Univertity as the project may demnnd . 
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