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~ ~e SSRC has now provided us \d. th complete figures on expenditures broken do"\o.'Il 
c} by ma.jor purposes s.nd by P.F and other funds . There is also a sepa.rF.te breakdown of 

,\e special projects expenditures showing the major projects individually. 

r They have also provided a breakdovn of the number of fellowship appoint-
! ments under each of the progrc.ms administered b,y the Council and a list of na1:1es of 

some of the more widely known recipients of fello~ships under the RF- financed pro­
gram. This latter is intended to aid your memory in seJecting some illustrative 
cases which you may wish to use in your presentation. It was suggested that you 
might perhaps want to make and illustr~te the following two points about the fellow­
ship progrl!m: 

A. First, a special effort is made to give prospective fello~s useful eulaance in 

shaping their programs, often in directions ttwt the candidates have not intended 
but which turn out to be highly rewarding both to the candidate and to the ad­
vance of social science . A few examples of the nsPfulness of such guidance: 

1 . Raloh Bunche approached SSFC for a fellowship to permit him to travel about 
.Africa making such observations as he could . The SSRC fellm;ship adviser 
interested him in goi~e first to the London School to study anthropological 
research methods and problems of colonial admini~tration . With this more 
adequate preparation, he then went to Africa. It is believe<! that this 
modification of his original plans made both hi5 visit to Africa and his 
subsequent career far more fruitful than would otherwise have been the case . 

2 . Peul Gates , 1-rith the strong backing of Fred Merk - who was then chairman of 
the SSRC Fellowship Committee, applied for a fello~sbip to permit him to take 
a year off to gather data for a book on agriculture in Ioua. The SSRC fellow­
ship adviser per&tadPd him to devote his fellows~ip period to the study of 
agricultural economics , rural sociology, taxation , and similar matters , which 
greatly broadened hi~ capacity for the work he has done subsequently. 

J. Just after Ed Hutchinson took hi~ degree under E. B. Wilson, he applied for a 
fellowship to continue his studies of vital statistics, which was simply more 
of exactly ~hat he had been doing. The fellow~hip adviser succeeded in inter­
esting him. in broadening his interests and pursuing sociological studies, 
with the result that his subseljUent career has been considerably more fruitful 
than if he bed remained a statistical technician whose interests were confined 
to narrow studies in vital statistics . 
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4. The Leightons (Alexander and Dorothea), who bad been workine in psychiatry 

under Adolph Meyer at Johns Hopkin8, applied for a fellowship to study the 

Indians in the Southwest. The SSRC fellowship adviser. persuaded them to go 

first to Harvard for a period of work with Kluckhohn on ~~tl~opological field 

methods. The importance of this on the subsequent careers of both is obvious 

from their publications. 

B. In addition to the active intervention and counseling to modify too-limited plans 

of fellowehip applicants, the SSRC fellowship program in the second place fre­

que-ntly givPs encouregement and provides the possibility for plans which appli­

cants themselves have developed but for which they can get no support from 

tr'l.di tional d epartmen t.s o"' institutions. ID ustrations of important contribu­

tions ~~de by thus ~~~bling applicants to do things that they otherwise couldn't 

have done include the folloning: 

1. Samuel Stouffer wns enabled to study in England with R. A. FishP~, who ~~s 

developing nE>w important knowledge of the use of small samples in agricultur'll 

research. The impact of Stouffer, a.."ld through him of small sampling techniques, 

in social research has been tremendous. 

2. After the war LouiG Guttman was enabled to carry on studies in the new state 

of Israel, w~ere he has now set up the Israel Institute of Applied Social 

Research and is carrying on in this new country a vigorous research program 

having importfu"lCe for the advance of social science all over the world. 

3. Philip Mosely applied for a fellowship to enable him to visit Rumania and carry 

out village studies in that countcy. His o\ffi department was distlnct1.J opposed 

to this aberrant behavior on the part of a historian. By making the visl t pos­

sible, however, the SSRC ~ade an important contribution to broe.dening P~1 1 s 

interests an•· c~pacitles and to encouraging a broader and core empirical con­

ception of useful historical research. 

~- Finally, SSRC has provided a few suggestions Rbout items from which you 

\ may wish to select. illustrations of t.'le usefulness of the SSRC program: 

A. So~e of the SSRC projects have hed fairly direct impact on public policy or govern­

mental activity. 

1. The work of the Committee on Gaven ,, 1t Statistics and Infonnation Services led 

directly to the "'Stahli.shmPnt of thP Cent'~"al Stlltist~ical Board, w:tich has now 

become the Division of Statistical Standards in the Bureau of the Budget. 

2. The work of the Soclal Security Committee provided much of tne basis for the 

development of the federnl soci~l security program. John Yinant has fr,..quPntly 

testified to the great importance of the work of thi~ Co~ittee in guiding the 

development of this progra~ during its early years. 

3. While the Public Administration Conmitt~e's capture-and-record studies were in 

themselves somewhat dicappoint.lng to some observers, the experiencE> gained led 

directly to the government's program o~ adequate recording &nd writine up of 

t he histories of national organizations during l-To:-ld Yar II, and it is gener­

ally conceded tha.t this program ha~ been a great advance over anything that 

has ever happened before. 
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4. The special agricultural fellowship program was launched at a time when the 
government suddenly expanded ita land grant college funds to include work in 
agricllltural economics and rural sociology and when there were almost no 
adequately trained people in tneserleld~ The fellows trained under this pro­
gram are nov providing the leadership in these fields. 

B. The SSRC 1 s program has been an effective means of helping along many developments 
which might otherwise have failed to mature or have been greatly delayed. 

1. In the sUI!l!!ler of 1940 the SSRC took tne initiative in sending Samuel Stouffer 
and Quinn M~~emar to Washington to study whet the social sciences needed to be 

doing a bout the developing emergency. One direct conse<!uence was th8 t Stouffer 
was on the spot and available nt the moment when General Osborn was ready to 
hf.l.ve the Research Bra'1ch set llp in the War Depe.rtm~mt. 

2. The SSRC' s old Industry and TradP Co:mnittee did an elabornte job of planning an 
extensive cost-of-living study, for which no grant was ever secured, but which 
wos eventually taken over almost intact and carried out by the National 
Resources Plannine Board and the Department of Agriculture. 

3. A subcommittee of the Industry and Trade Committee did the early planning which 
led quite directly to the capital fonnetion and durable goods studies carried 
out by the National Bureau of Economic Research. 

4. The Co~ttee on Housi~g Research laid out the tabulations and analyses which 
were used by the Burean of the Census .in the 1950 census of housing. 

5. The Committee on Census Monographs is providing most of the impetus and the 
planning which will insure that important monographic studies of the 1950 cen­
sus are carried out by the Census Bureau and by private investigators. 

6. The Research Plan Bulletin prepared by Dorothy Thomas on migration differen­
tials set the pattern for the collection and analysis of data on migration 
differentials which have since been used by both the CensllS Bureau a.l'ld by 
nearly All privatP research in this field. 

7. The Economic History Committee played a role well known to JHW. 

S. The \rork of £mother subconmrl ttee of tile Industry and Trade Co!I'Jlti ttee laid out 
the occupAtional res~~rch program of the U. S. Employment Service and both stimu­
lated and guided its preparation of the~ictionary of~ccupational~itles. 

C. Perhaps the most importa.'"lt function of the SSRC is the nurturing and diFsemination 
of new ideas in the social sciences. Through the committees of the SSRC scholars 
with new and unconventionAl ideas are provided with opportunity to get serious 
attention and discussion of the new directions in which they wish to nove. The 
SSRC provides respectability and gives impetus to these ideas until they tAke hold 
or are superseded through the process of critical discussion nnd research effort. 
This .is not the sort of thing for which a grant can be made in order to get the 
job done; it re<~ires long-continuing effort and is a function which should not he 
permitted to die out. 

l. The discussions and a.cti vi ties of the Co)"'lmi t tee on Personal i.ty and Cu l.ture from 
th'=! early 1930's on have played a mRjor role tn stimulating mP.ny anthropologists 
to shift from conventional and increasingly barr8n cabloguing of arttfacts and 
customs to the study of hum~~ behavior in different societies and the impact of 
differ~nces in culture on the development of personality. 
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2. The SSRC's presPnt efforts t~ stimulate amone political scientists more work 
on political behavior, instead of the conventional descriptive and comparative 
studies of governmental org&nizatlon, mAY or mAy not bear fntit . However, 
this illustrates the kind of effort which is central to the SSRC's program. 

3. A similar example is provided b.y the efforts of the Committee on Economic 
Growth to stimulate greater attention to the sttldy of the social, political, 
and economic factors affecting economic developoent. 

The 11sefulness of the SSRC as a source of education and guidance to founda­
tions, especially the newer ones, is also great - but more difficult to illustrate 
tactfully. Possibly the preliminary fruits of its efforts with the Markle Foundation 
could be cited. 

Presumably JHW is quite familiar ~th all of these illustrations, which are 
rn~ntioned chiefly as aids to his menory. For additionnl examples or discussion of 
any of these, DRY, PH, and PW might be consulted by telephone when JHW hes made up 
his mind about the speciftc infonn~tion desired. 

~.c.o. 

LCD:bh 
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