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SUBJECT: Ato:::ri.c Energy - S ~ l? (__ 

The SSRC coill!"i ttee seems to me to be playing blind can 1 s buff . They 
are not in ~ position to stumble along very far end they are not willing to 
look at any part of the problem deeply. Are we in desperate need of ~ clearing 
house for information of the kind of swapping of ffUesses that is now g0ing on 
about :.~.tomic energy? Are we in any great need of a roster of person r in­
terested in the social spects of atomic energy? \-1ho is not? 

The real uest·ons are how do ~~ et sam roups who will ~o beyond 
the fringes of t e social proble s which atomic energy rais s? How do 1-re get 
a tec~~ical~y comp tent center able to work and recognised ns worthy of working 
closely with natural scientists on phases of the problems of applying atomic 
power to uses other than war? 

Inspection and control for whatever they avail are important. No one 
w-ill get anywhere 1u tnlking about them or lTJ' oing defeatist about them. Is 
there any_where a. group able to clarify the problens, methods and limitations 
of .inspection? 

~~t is the good of fussing around ~th the public response to atomic 
warf r ? Is it not th response to the form in which the rumounccment was mnde? 
Had the JapP.....nese war gone on for a yenr instead of a few days, bou do we know 
what the response would bet Uby did we not find out the response of the public 
to bombine, or any of the other horrible aspects of war? 

The SSRC group seem to be each ridin& their old hobbies . Riefler wants 
a committee of distinPUished citizens, Smyta (thank good~ess for him) wants a 
committee of the most co petent peop e availab e , Ogburn wants to go on studying 
the effects of rna.ior inventions , Brodie true to his past, is interested in in­
novations. All of these are laudable areas or problems for stu~, lrut they 
represent known past interest rather than a frontal attack on problems of a ne~ 
character. 

The causes of war seem to me e. stale title for the study that is needed 
on the implications of recent scientific a · acoveries. Can the Council real~ handle 
the problem that its commlttee on atomic energy poses. It seems to me that what 
is needed is a small group of able social scientists, technically the mo~t competent 
who would be willine if need be, to put themselves under the compulsion of silence 
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about the facts of atomic energy which they must first understand if they 
are to peer far into the social effects. Cnn such a selected group \rork 
closely with natur&l scientists for a period lon~ enough to give a bnsis 
for their generalizations. 
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