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Su::u:lnry o£ NSA Appropriation 

U. OF CALIFORNIA - SCRIPPS INSTITUTION OF OCEI:NOGRAPHY - MARINE RESOURCES 

Over seven-tenths of tho aurface of tho e rth is covered 
ith water, but ankind gets only about 1.2 per cent of his total food 

fro the so • ScientiDtB re juut beginning to renlize th t the len -
ran a food requirements of our planet make it essential to work to ard 
a .tbstr-ntin ... modLication of tho 1.2 per cent figure ju ... t quoted. 
'i'his , in turn, mean., that we must have a vastly improved stock of 
basic knov.ledge concerning the now clmost holly unkr.own biolot;icel re-
sources o£ the oceans and seas. 

'fbe study of marine biology is, by virtue of certain o bviouo 
pnysical facto , difficalt and expensive. Th studJ of the cycle of 
lifo existing in these vast and hidden regions cnnnot be dono with 
sm&ll- &cnle equi ent in the laboratory. It is necos&ary to go to sea 
in fairly large and expensive rese• ·oh ves· els, equipped with compliceted 
mechanical gear ~ch per.oits sampline of t c sea bctto~, the se& natcr, 
and the marine life itself nt depths which run from the ourfnce down to 
onny thou.sllllds of feet. I t is sleo necess cy to have many other typeD 
of equipment located 1n the rese rch vessel, such as ~onar equipoent. 
The development of marine biology has been seriously handic~pped b,y euch 
factors and by the fact that a really effective approach to problems of 
the resources of the sea requires e. sizable steff of men treined in a 
variety of scientific disciplines. 

The Scripps Institution of Oceano~rnphy, one of the impor nt 
br nches of the University of Ce.lifornie., is lo~ted at L8 Jolla in 
southern California. It is en impressive establishment with five 
buildings and five seagoing veseela, most of which are capable of 
~raveling the open ocean to eny point in the world.. There ere at the 
present time 18 on the professional staff w1d ao~e 50 more on the 
technical staff. The entire personnel of the Institution, including all 
of the staff on ships, is approximately .350 . 
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It is characteristic of this Ineti tution as a whole that all 
of its m e m b e r s tend to think f the s e a as one vast o r g a n i s m with 
each one interested in one or another aspect of the great m e t a b o l i c
cycle of thie whole organism Underlying all of t h e individual activities 
a r e two basic problems . The f i r s t problem relates to the individual
organisms of the se a a n d has as its leading curiosity t h e bewi lde r ing
f ac t thnt there a r e so many a n d s o widely divergent kinds of o r g a n i s m s
in tbe see. The second problem has to do ith the over- 11 aspects of 
the marine p o p u l a t i o n s what is the standing crop of marine life, a n d
wha t are the f a c t o r s that limit this standing crop and the factors 
w hichproduce in it such d r a m a t i c v a r i a t i o n s from ye a r to year. 

To enable t h i s institution significantly to expand its present 
interests in m a r i n e biology, through a d d i t i o n s to its faculty and through 
increased aid for research, The Rockefeller Foundation made to t h e Scripps 
Institution of Oceanography, in 1954, a n outright grant of one million 
do l l a r s I t is p l a n n e d t h a t ubout two thirds of the availablemoney
will be expended o v e r a five yearr period, a n d t h e remainder over a n e i g h t
year period. 
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