
Dr. Freund opened the discussion b.r asking the Camnittee, if the Foundation -were 
to extend its liternture program, lilat priori ties w should f'ollov. He specifically 
mentioned the Buffalo poetr:y center, the pr06J"::ttll at Stanford, and writing centers 
such as the one at low. He oleo asked whc.t wya the Foundation coul d help to develop 
a high quality of vriting either through universities or other kinds of centers. 

Hr . Kuni tz replied that he vas greatly impressed by the quality of the subrlssionCJ 
to the RF progrlll!l and this ws due to the preliminary wrk. It is very important 
to have much roam for this kind of a program. 'lhe progrm is less fomalized; the 
candidates were not chosen on public achievement. '!here is a kind of freeda:1 in 
this wy of making awrds. Jn schools of Ut"itlng I am rather diffident. A single 
living intelligence in a canmunity is more mportont. 

Mr. Bello'W said that wri t1ng establisbnents at universi tios have not justified tbED-
solves. lhe efforts to acadEI'lize thi s particular trend have boon very dis:Jal.. 
You cannot try to earn crodits or earn degrees. 

Hr. Kunitz said that thooo schools havo produced competent pe:rfomanccs. 

11r. Iowell :aentitmed Jolm Crove Ransom at Kenyon lilere they had o. ve17' modest progrs 
\ilich oorked l:rillio.ntly for some of tho t i.me. 1'hey had a VO'r7 live man in charge of 
it. The progr~ got extraor d.i.Iwry l"esulto tmm thO'Dgh s.a:;e yonrs it wan' t tJO 
succeeaf'ul. It carto..i.nly we uorth \lhile and it did need somo aupport. 

Kunitz: It vas essential. to have the single !!l8D - he nade tho program. 

Bollou: At Iowa, stcnford, SJ,-racuse, laclligm - ..... ~ novelistntrainod. there ere not. 
of the beat. 

lowell: lit Iowa it d1dn ' t have one person rut it did go \JQU. 

Bellov: Poopl.a in the u.s. ore dra\Jl to institutions - get natrOtica and a lov typo 
of life. People are then entirely ienorant of Yhat is going on in tho otll.Cl" parto 
of tho college. The,- build their O'Yl 'WOrld and get into n cc:rnounity like tho Village. 
1'hio type of parson uon ' t b8 prodnctivo. lbe stu~ent needs to got into the broD.der 
part of the lite of tho university in ordar to got ;:;: better ccnsc of lll"i ting. 1heoe 
atudants in the &.tglizlh depart:lento don •t live. 

Y.unitz: A good uriter in the course of his tocching corcar probnbly ~cos no m.c:1ey 
1£iters or qu.ell"t7 then ll w.ole school does. Ur. lowell lulG fran his 0\11 oxperionce 
hnd GallO remar~nbl e poeto in his c.l osaroom, rut ros.Uted only happened because or the 
encountar oot"WOOn tho tw. 

Dollov: Tho univar~ity- is tho o~ inotituto \b.ioh has como .forwnrd to protect the 
ortiot nnd this produceo en ioolntion tendency. 

!Dwells Feels tb.o best atudents 110 ho.o had voro ~t low oo o. center !.ike that one 
m"Uld get rerul to. 



F r e u n d : A w r i te r s workshop h a s n o t necessar i ly any virtue butif t h e r e is a person
who has t h e kind ofmagnatism that c a n i n s p i r e s om e o n e - can ho help b u i l d other 
wri t e r s?

Kunitz: Boulder wants someone but cannot attract anyone. T h eFoundation might be 
ab l e to do somethingh e r e of grea tbenefit. 

Freund: Whatabout brin i n g writersinto residonco for some t ime s a y a t North
Ca ro l i n a wi tb. Pe t e r Taylor and Randa l l J a r r e l l ?

Kunitz; 'l'he Unive r s i t ydoesn' t have much relationship with t h e community so that 
idea wouldn't b e v e r y f u n c t i o n a l

Lowell: Studentsgoing t he re wouldg e t money's w o r t h

Davidson: Is it b e t t e r to keep a s m a l l number o f people working w i t h one person 
or have one p e r s o n going out to many students?

Kunitz: I c a n v i s u a l i z e a programwherevar ious teachers a t universititeswould
recommend to t h e Foundation certain s tuden t s w h o theyt h i n k a r e potential w r it e r s
or critics a n d who could then b e through t h e Foundntion directedtowards s tudy ing
with somebodywho would be a g r e a t help to t h e m . At that moment t h i s shceme could 
be most va luab le f o r them. 

Freund: The Foundation cou ld try to s u g g e s t individuals to such p e o p l e The
d e c i s i o n s shouldb e l e f t to tho individual i n quest ion a s to whom should jo in
h im f o r a year or t w o

Bellow: Very o f t en young people just want to s a y t h a t t h e thing t h eyhave in m i n d
c a n b e done. To c o m e into c o n t a c tw i th a w r i t e r gives them great c o n f i d e n c e in the 
poss ib i l i tyo f it. This is f a r m o r e important t h an having a wr i t ingprogramwi t h a 
g r e a td e a l of s tudents j u s t funneling t h r o u g h t them. 

K u n i t z : A student w o u l d t ake a t l e a s t a y e a r o r m o r e , probability two y e a r s . Ho needs 
to be in the stacks f o r one year a n d then another y e a r to write. T h edifficulty
wouldb e in f i n d i n g a teacher to stay in one spot .for that long. 

Davidson: What can be done a s a whole f o r l i t e r a t u r eh e r e and elsewhere - n o t o n l y
on a limitedb a s i s ?

Bellow: A foundat ion should be able to help those writierswho c a n ' t f i n d o t h e r
institutional help. 

Kunitz: There is a n unfor tunate syndrome i n o u r society now. Wr i t e r s should stop
thinking abou t P h .D.s a t 18 and t h e i r w h o l e security. 

Bellow: Peop le feel t h a t they need to have institutionalaff i l ia t ion t h e s e days to 
succeed.

Kuni tz : It i s too bad t h a t they cannot b e connected with some thing other than a n
academic i n s t i t u t i o n I fyou want to be a t e a c h e r then join a un ivers i ty but if 
you want to be a poet t hen d o something else t o survive.



Bellov: Thoro is o. BrGat diffc.ronco bot~cn a univereity-'bred -writar end ana \lbo 
has f'c.mnd other means or ootablish:!ng h3moolf. 'lho 'WI"itor is bcccc1ng 11'!lprisoned 
in a university. 

Ktmitz: I 'WOUld ten n :writer to go into mry other department at a university except 
~Sh. 

Freund: Con the Foundation or OllY ot e:r institution do scccthing ldth the ]Dgl.iab 
dopartments7 

Bellov: That is too r::uch to dream for. 

F.reund: Io there o01:100no llko Jtmtes Corumt llho cou14 rmke a :Umllar S'bldy of Ii}}gliBh 
depm-tmants? 

Bello't-ts No one occurs to tlc. 

Kunitz: Slould have a reor.ientation of \.bole program. Dec •t have ~ eoareea 
but have li~rnture courses - should learn sccethin~ that w ctm uso nov about 
human passion, life. 

Kunitzs 'l'b:3re is ally one art tbnt i:J nppenli.ne to the young ancl that is the art of 
the f'11ID.. 1his is a generation brought up by tho .f'i.Jn and its cult.ure comes from. tho 
film. It i s tho on:cy- art that they &1 t ey have €JI!Y' knovledge ot. 

BcJ.lov; This is to sweeping beeauso oome ere interested in literature. 

Kunitz: fu.t thia is a :ninorit,.. Filna nre vary acceasibl.o - it you have a revolution 
in literature then you he.vo to tJrl.nk of the competition vith fill:le. 

lovall: Likes tho idea t he writers study in other area.a then Enelioh and t hen got 
literature trainjng on their own. 

KUnitz: studontc ore discouraged even in aecondar;y sChools becauae literature io being 
ta~t bJ' ignorant people. Betty Xray is good 'bGcauce she is t&o.ching teachers how 
to teneh - gives the::n inoight about whnt tho ~Odern yitor is doing llriters should 
teach and explain \bat thoh- vritina is. Ta! es can bo made .trm diologues betueen 
witcrs and then made available to students oo that tho 1mpnct is hrmcdinte. 

Freund: l'hat suggostidms do ;you have f'or the Foundt:!tion 19 llteraturo p.rogr:m? 
a 

Lovell: 'l'bis program is more nex:ibl.e than Ou£.meohc1m 'a. 'lhis in/r.1ore seneible program 
thtm giving money to Guggenheim. 

Bellow end Kunitz: Agree 

Kunitz: I don •t trust Gueeenchem. 1 wuldn •t be here it I didn •t think this was o 
good idea. 

Lowoll: It is very liberal and open. 



Bellov: Before c<Dmenting on the progrlltl I 'WOuld like to 1':1.rst f'ind out vho w decide 
on - a group of elderly -p1ople or a good nmnbor of nov people. 

Kunitz: I wu1d liko a fresh list of people. Given n lintt,..d m.tl!1ber Of awards it 
ccrul.d be o. ua.fe list rut if it wan ' t suCh o. safo list then it uru1d bG mare valuable. 
I h nva learned a great doni i'rm thiu oy:etem of f'inding na:dnationu li:l1ch I othermae 
wuldn1t ha-~e. 

Davidson: \~ wnt to bo conservative rut not neceasorily oai'e. 

Freund: lb want to establish throughout tho count-cy thnt w nre aiming for a Vf1!7 
high quality of mr~ds, cl.though that r..ay me:m thot w give support to those W.O have 
nover :published o book. There are other WYS of giving money, not neceasaril7 to 
Quggonhoim but ·to an organizction such ao the "little I!lngnzines. 11 

Dallov. Tho absonco of a real literary aagaz:ine is vary daninate - it shou.ld have 
contributions iran other fields. 'l'here is a need to ostobl1sh cOlilJmln1cation of 
cultural :importance and t at could transform not only the litm-ary rulture of the 
country but 8l.so the oth(Xr forms. 

Kunitz: 'lbis is a najor point m tho lack of our cult re - there io no good \laY 
of camnunicat:!ng. 'lhe "lltt.le lltlgazines" hnve reelly run their course. It wuldn ' t 
help to potn" more money 1nto thEm. They should change the:!r concept of mat should 
be J11blisho:l. "SlaY" magazine i a one that does what I feel should be done, bJ.t it 
Cllll •t do it ibccnuse it doesn •t have tho money-. 

nr. F.t'eund raised tho question about suggesting to aprllconts the posoibility of 
spending smo time vith an indivi.duEJ. or a prof"conicnal croup. 
Bellow; Yo asked for a plan of lm"k - w didn tt really eive thom a chance to say t hat 
thq 1rould like to try somethinfi else. 

Kunitz: At one tme it ws suggested tbnt tho canmltnnts and officers ~re to met 
vlth the pokntiel "Writer and at thnt t:ime it wuld be the tioo to mntion that the 
-writer join such a r rofessional ;;roup. I wuld like to tolk l·dth those r;.eop.lo about 
thoir careers. i.Jhot about p~aeing n young l-lriter .into a foreign sr-ot to le· rn tho 
language and lifo, 'I'he expsrience \o10U.ld bo invnluoblo. Perhaps in nnother year the 
Foundation could be far more explicit about othGr avenues than just completing a novel. 
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