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Dr. Freund opened the discussion by asking the Conmittee, if the Foundation were

to extend its literature program, what priorities we should follow, He specifically
mentioned the Buffalo poetry center, the program at Stanford, end writing centers
gsuch as the one at Jowa, He also asked what ways the Foundation could help to develop
a high quality of writing either through universities or other kinds of centers,

Mre, Kunitz replied that he was greatly impressed by the quality of the sulmissions
to the RF program and this was due to the preliminary work. It is very important
to have mich room for this kind of a program, The rrogram is less formalized; the
candidates were not chosen on public achievement, There is a kind of freedom in
this way of making awards. In schools of writing I am rather diffident, A single
living intelligence in a community is more important.

Mr, Bellow sald that writing establislments at universities have not justified them=
selves, The efforts to academice this particular trend have been very dismal,
You cannot try to earn credits or earn degrees.

Mr, Eunitz said that these schools have produced competent performances,
Mr, lowell mentioned John Crowe Ransom at Kenyon where they had a very modest nprogram
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puccessful, It certainly was worth while and it did need some support.

Kunitz: It was essential to have the single man - he made the program.

Bellow: At Jowa, Stenford, Syracuse, }Michigan - *"@ noveligtstrained there are not
of the best,

Iowell: At Iowe it didn't have one person tut it did go well.

Bellow: Feople in the U,S, are drawn to institutions - get neurotics and a low tyve
of life, Feople are then entirely ignoramt of whet is going on in the other parte
of the college. They build their own world and get into a cawmnity like the Village.
This type of person won't be productive, The stulent needs to get into the lroader
part of 1ife of the university in order to get = better sense of writing, These
gtudenta in the Euglish deparitments don't live,

E

z: A good writer in the course of his teaching career probably rroduces as many
writers of wyuality then a whole school does, Mr. Lowell has fram own experience
had some remarxable poets in his classroom, ut resulted only happemed because of the
encounter between the two.

Bellow: The wniversity is the institube vhich has come forward to protect the
artist and this produces am isola tendency.

Lowell: Feels the best students he has had were st Iowa 80 a center like that ome
weuld get resilts.




Freund: A writers workshop has not necessarily any virtue tut if there is a person
zhuethekindofm&inthntmiinﬁnmm—mhahdphxﬂdow

Kmnitz: Boulder wants somecne but camnot attract anyone, The Foundation might be
able to do something here of great bemefit,

Freund: that about brining writers into residence for some time say at FNorth
Carolina vith Peter Taylor and Randall Jarrall?

Kunitz: The University doesn't have much relationship with the commmnity so that
idea wouldn't be very functional.

Lowell: Students going there would get money's worth.

Davidson: 1Is it better to keecp a small mumber of people working with one person
or have cne person going out to many students?

Kunitz: I cen visualize a mrogram where various teachers at universities would
recamend to the Foundation certain students who they think are potential writers
or critics and who could then be through the Foundation directed towards studying
with somebody who would be a great help to tiem, At that moment this scheme could
be most valuable for then,

Freund: The Foundation could try to sugpest individuals to such people, The
decisions should be left to the individual in question as to vhom should join
him for a year or two.

Bellow: Very often  people Just want to nay that the thing they have in mind
can be done. To come contact with a writer gives them great confidence in the
possibility of it. This is far more important than having a writing program with a
yreat doal of students just fumneling through then,

Kunitz: 1A student would take at least a year or mare, probsbly two years. He needs
to be in the stacks for one year and then another year to write. The diffialty
would be in finding a teacher to stay in one srot for that long.

Davidson: Uhat can be done as a whole for literature here and elsevhere - not only
on a lirdited basis?

Bellow: A found=tion should be ahle to help those writers who can't find other
institutional help,

Kunitz: jhere is an unfortunate syndrome in our soeiety now, Writers should stop
thinking about Fh,D.e at 18 and thelr vhole security,

Bellow: quplofealthutﬂmynudtohminstihﬂmlatﬂlinﬁmthesodmto.
succeed,

Kunitez: It is too bad that they camnct be commected with some thing other than an
acadenic ingtitution, If you wemt to be a teacher then join a wniversity, ut if
you want to be a poet then do something else to survive,



Bellow: There is a grent difference between a university-lred writer en! one who
has found other means of establishing himself, The writer is becoming imprisoned
in & university.

Mt:;. I would tell a writer to go inte any other department at a university except

Freund: Can the Foundation or ay other institution do something with the English
departments?

Bellow:t That 1s too ruch to dream for.

Freund: Is there someone like Jmmes Conant who could make a similar study of English
departmenta?

Bellow: BEo one occurs to ne,

Funits: Should have a reorientation of vhole progrem, Dlon't have survey courses

but have li*ersture courges - should learn something that we can use now about
human passion, 1ife,

Kunitz: There is only one art that is sppealing to the young and that is the art of
the film, This is a generation brought up by the film and its culiure comes from the
f£ilm, It is the only art thot they Sel t.ey have any knowledge of.

Bellow; This is to sweeping because some are interested in literature,

Kunitz: Dut this is a minority, Films are very sccessible - if you have a revolution
in literature then you have to think of the competition with films,

lowell: Likes the idea the writers study in other areas than English and then get
literature training on their owm.

KUnitz: Students are discouraged even in secondary schools beceuse literature is being
taught by ignorent people, Betty Kray is good because she is teaching teachers how
to teach - gives them insight about what the modern witer is doing . Writers should

teach and explain vhat their writing is, hmamhm&mmbetm
writers and then made availalile to students so that the impact is te.

Freund: ‘hat suggestisns do you have for the Foundation's literature program?
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Lowell: This progran is more flexible than Gugrenheim's, This is/more sensible program
than giving money to CGuggenheinm,

Bellow and Kunitz: /Agree

Kmit;;e I don't trust Ougrenehédm, T wouldn'® be heve if T dlan't think this vas a
good Be

Lowell: It is very liberal and open.




Bellow: Before cormenting on the program I would like to first find out who we decide
on - a group of elderly people or a good rumber of new people,

Funitz: I would like a fresh 1list of people, Given a limited mumber of awards 1t
could be a safe 1list tut if it wasn't such a safe list then it would be more valuable,
Ihawtlemdnmtdml&m this system of finding nominations wvhich I otherwise
wouldn't have.

Davidson: We want to be conservative tut not necessarily safe.

Freund: We want to establish throughout the country that we are aiming for a very
high quality of awards, although that may mean that we give suprort to those who have
never rublighed a bock, There sre other ways of giving money, not necessarily to
Guggenheim but to an organization such as the "little magaszines,”

Bellow: The ebsonce of a real literary magazine is very dominate - it shounld have
contributions from other fields, There is a need to establish commmnication of
cultural importance and t at could transform not only the literary culture of the
country but slso the other forms,

Kunitz: This is a major point in the lack of our cult re - there is no good way

of commnicating. The "little magazines" have re=lly run their course, It wouldn't
help to pour more money into them, They should change their concept of what should
be published, "Show" magezine is cne that does what I feel should be done, tut it

can't do 1t because it doemm't have the money,

Dr, Freund raised the question about suggesting to aprlicants the possibility of
spending some time with an individusl or a professicnal group,

Bellow: We asked for a plan of work - we didn't really give them a chance to say that
they would like to try something else.

Kunitz: At one time it was suggested that the consmlitants and officers were to meet
with the podential writer and at that time it would be the time to mention that the
writer join such a professional group. I would like to talk with these people about
their careers. What about placing a young writer into a foreign srot to lern the
languoge and 1ife, The experience would be invelushle. Perhaps in another year the
Foundation could be for more explicit sbout other avenues than just completing a novel,
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