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Reee.arch in the field oi' familial relc.tione . 

It i& gent;;r &.lly recogni2.ed that in law :;nd in soclology the t>tu<.ly 

of the famil; Wld the rele.tionshipa revolving L.bout the f!..mily is in 

a very bsckwarc condition . In sociology intereet in the farrily has 

been i'ocusaud upon family di fficulties ::.uch b.S ai>'orce , child neglect 

and so on, ~d very little ~tt~ntion has been given to en objective 

study of the rights, obligations, rivileges, duties and their con-

coaitante cuch es we f ind in the studies by anthropologists of kinship 

rel~tion &nd so on. ~e are morE or less in the darK with r~&?ec~ to 

these subjects r..nd the direction in etich we are moving ; lor example, 

we know very li t.tle about the reciproce.l efi"ect of ch~;;nges in family 

ties and in property ho~din(j, r egulation of tb..Ae.tion of inheritulce 

ana ~ veriety of siffiilar to~ics. 

In the le~ wher€ these rel~~ionstips are studied and tte righte, 

oblig~:ttionl'l l:nd auties of the several partiee er e adjuaictl.ted, the 

study of fa.miJinl relatione i e ln a higUy uns~.o.ti:;,fr..ctory condition . 

There is needed the re.me revision or rE-F~rre.ngement of statement ae 

has been unoertsk€n in reg ... rd to the la.\i oi: business relationships 

wh€r6 the ieg~l studies h~ve been organized ~round the v~rious acti-

vities bOd functions in budinesd inste~.o.d of being concerned solely 

with ubstr~ct cunc.:ptscl.Dd deduc t:.i one dr allffi therefrom. 

The kind of stud.y or receal'cl:: contemph.ted in thio connection 

would be basic to a nu~ber of other enterprises,nuch as rese~rch 

in cocial science, the resbteu;ent of the law by the tmerican In-

sti tute of' Law wl th respect to the st:... ·tu!: of women Lend children;. 
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the develorment of child protection agencies and methods and so on. 

It is fa i r ly c l ea r that many of the enterprises just namedd will p r o v e

more or less sterile if the stucies of activities they envisage ure 

conducted upon the bas i s of our present preconceptions and notions 

in this fielo . 

It might be s a id that the study h e r e i n proposed would be in the 

n a t u r e of a reconnaisance in which a n an th ropo log i s t and a l a w y e r ,  o r

a t e a c h e r of law,would together survey or study this field w i t h a view 

to the s t a t emen t of the problema . The fruits o f their work would be 

of immediatete v a l ue to the l a w schools a n d to those lawyers who ure 

anxious to see t h e American Institute of L a w a p p r o a c h their t a sk more 

realistically a n d  a l s o w o u l d undoubtedly fix the attention of sociologists 

a n d others in the s o c i a l sciences upon w h a t would no doubt be m o r e f'rui t-

ful probleuts. 

S u c h  a s projects a s t h i s m i g h t be undertaken by organiz ing a sma.ll 

reses.rch c o m i t t e e t t e e of l a w school t e a c h e r s who s a w t h e problem, a n d

one or two sociologists a n d anthropologists . T h i s could be done at 

Columbia or at C h i c a g o The total c o s t of a one o r t w o y e a r s study 

would be r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l but t h e results would be f a r reaching a n d

v a l u a b l e
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