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MEMORAWDUM: CONDITIONS AFFECTING THE MEMORIAL'S PARTICIPATION

IN PROJECTS IN SOCIAL SCIENCE.

At the meeting of the Noard of Trustees of the Memorial en
Way 28th, 1924, spplicetions from Harvard University end the Rebert
Prookings Graduate School of Veonomies and Covermment were referred %o
the Exscutive Committee with power. The Harverd application contem-
plated the establisiment of & Burean of International Research and the
Brookings Gradunte School outlined its research requirements for cen-
sideration.

It was the fesling of the Doard that both applications were
intrinsieally meriterious; however, the ixecutive Comnittee wns asked,
prior to action on these requests, to study the conditions under which
the fleld of social science, that is soclology, seonomics, politieal
science, and psychology, snthropology and history, may be considered
an appropriate field for the Memorisl. The question srose primarily
because of the controversial nature of the problems chearscteristic of
these flelds, not because of any doubt ms to the importance or urgency
of these probloms or as to the practical need for lnowledge bearing on
their solution. Tt was felt that en exemination might show certain con-
ditions under which it would not be expedient to take up projects in
this field and other conditions under which the position of the Memorial
would appesr to be ressomsbly safeguarded. It was felt that in the be-
ginming it would be wiser to err on the side of conservatisa, permitting
extensions of the program as experience with the field shows the way.
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The present memorendum proposes to indicate conditions which
affect the ability of the Memorial to become sssociated with projects
in the field of social science. Certain conditions would seem to make

2. To attempt directly under the Memorial to secure sny
social, soonomic or politieal reform. Exsmples:
nore pleygrounds, less wnemployment, extension of
the merit system in elvil service.

3. To carry on investigations and research directly
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6. To congentrate too marrewly on particular research in-
stitutiens, incuwrring thereby the danger of institu-
tienal bias,

Cortain conditions would seem to make assistence from the
Memorial desireble. It appesrs appropriste

1. To support selentific ressarch on social, economic and
govermmental questions when responsible educationml or
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To malke possible the publication of scientific investige-
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tions threugh general appropriations to be sdministered

in dstaill by the sponsoring agency.

To contribute toward the expense of conferemoes of scien~
+ific men for solentific purposes.

The essence of the situstion appears on exmmination to be

not whether a problem is controversial, but rather whether it is studied
hymﬂouptmhumﬂtdohmwulthmdt
freodon of inquiry and expression. The sponsorship of o responsible
educational or scientific institution assures to the Memerial and %o
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gution of research.
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