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ADCLESCERT CHISINALS AND DELINQUERTS

The ;revention of eoriminslity snd delinjuency in adoluo-
cente hss been the subject of }¢ry esrnsst concern on the part of & nam—
ber of different sroups. lhe efforts =ndé ptudies made in this direotion
fall into two gensral clesses, those made by the lalty sand those mude
by certain profecsionsl groups such ze the doctors, peychiatrists and
peychologints.

Of the lay efforts it ia suffioclent to refer te the devel-
apment/gicbstiun officers, of Juveni}e courts, of wolunteer probation
schemee cuch as the Oig Srothers end Big Sisters, the refora movesmeants
such 28 the sarshzll Stillmen sovepent »nd eimiler srgunizstione wnd
setivities vddreseed to the tack of reforming ine youthful delingquent
and eriminzl. In this connsclion il should be pointel out thet many
orgenizutione such e the Y.%.C.2. sncé the Boy Scouts snu the like lay
claim to the rele of prevsatlive s=gencies in xeeping the youlh from golng
WrOnL.

Of the professionel stuuiee und efforits therc have been
& series of efforts which mey be churacleriied perbspe tce harshly e&s
succeéseive fashions in reform snd troclment. Going bzck some len years
or 66 to the beginning of inteiligence testing there sse = grest desl
of time snd stiention given 1o the suoposed correélstion between feeble-

mindedness snd delinguency. It wse thought thet & sismple answer to the




whole guestion of Juvenile misbehuvior wae to be found in wmental teot~
ing snd the imputation of criminel tendencice to ths mentelly defsctive.

Unfortunately, shile a consideruble number of those who
fopnd their way into reformetories and corrcotionsl institutions were
undoubtedly of léw par mentally, it was not long before it was dis-
coversd that the problew Wes not so simple se it wee ot firet belioved.
The mentslly defeetive delinjuents wmere easier to cateh, they did not
comprehend the tots] nusber of delinguents among whom were inersusing-
ly found youths with feirly high intelligence quotients. The next
movement in thiec fleld came frow the poychistrigie who, notsbly at
Chicego in the serson of Ur. Willism Heely, Legam the demonstration
of the relation between werped =ad distorted personslity end delinquen-
cy. . Tkis movement mee » considersble time in incubstion =nd did not
fully éﬁvclc; entil in 1521 the Commonwealih fund lncugureted its pro-
gram fer ghe preusnyien of delinquency through the esteblishwent of child
guldence clinice. WThis progruie alec éubreced the visiting tescher move-
ment which had begun zome five or six yasre ésrlier in o emall way in
New York City and cperated through the sgency of & tuctfful womsn who
vielted the homes of childrem having difficulties with lessons or school
discipline.

Running along wlth thie developmyeal wee & woweueatl for the
further satension of the juvenils court procedurs sssisted dys psychietrist
who would sdvise the Judge on the type of therwpeutic treztment which wes
reguired for the specific juvenile offender. In this conmection particulsr
note should be mede of the establishment of the Judge “sker Foundstion in

Boston to which Dr. Healy und br. Bronner came from Chidego. This organica-




tion wes formec specificslly to deul ?ith the young pecple breugﬂt before
the Jjuvsnile court ia Boziom where it siill continues to operate.

within the lsot few yeere there hes veen u rulther develop-
ment slong the lines of gland therupy based uyon the notion that sversat
snd unlewliul bshevior ;rucebuaﬁ frem some imbilence of the ductlecs glunds,
the correction ol which would with s ctrﬁain smount of reform efforte lead
to &« reatorction of the sffender to the puaths of rectitude. Une rather en~
thugiastic wdvocste of thie metlhod of approsch is inclinec to view most
delinguenciss snd conducl disorders ss due ia large purt W endecrine die-
turbances of the mothér curing pregnancy whereby the usveloping orgeniem
is permsnsatly injured.

4 ezlm sad dispessionste survey of the various sno sundry
efforts no# being m;ae to deal with this problem of Jjuveaile delianguency
a3t losd snyons to the conclusion ﬁhat there is no cingls roysl remddy
end that probubly all of these effarte may be svsileble wno ueeful end
necsesnry pending upon the individusl cuse. Une «ho rexds the voluwminous
csee records gut acul by Dr. Henly, the chate book is.ued Ly the Joint Com-
sitiee on the Prevenlion of Delinguenoy and the numgrcus cuse recorde soc-
cumulated by their child guidence clinics, must b Llwprsesed by the fect
that there appe:Ls to b¢ no single¢ ceusative or etiologicel fector: that
tone indivicual delinquent csn be sbove¢ or belo# or =l the sversge of in-
telligence, of phyeical development,of echool schievegenl wnd so on, but
that hie perticulur form of delinyuency will be condlitionsd by the degree
of intelligence, energy =ndé information he possesses. MKoreover it gppesre

from meny of these csee histories thst the specific overt scts which bring
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the youth into cenflict with the lew or other sdult cuthority seem to

be very largely fortuitous, in the senee that these specific sote have

very little rhywme or reéscgon or what we cell motive behind them. £&8 one
paychslagict hes putl it, they sre wsye in which the youthful energy seoms

to epill over snd the dirsction of the spill or form it takes ie more or
lose inC$Urc;UtnLiul, contresled with the effect of the "spill over®,that

ie to ssy,lhe isportent thimg sbeut the jJuvenile delinguent is not so much
aket he does, whether ¢tecling, selting fire to buildings or pursulng illi-
eit pleusurce of one kind ¢r snother, bul rather bow he czme to develop

thet perticuler Leblt of behsvior., Pureuing thie line of inuuiry, which is
more or iese whut the psychistiists »re dolng brings one uy ugslnst the hard
fuot thst the only method of reform which esn be used ig & highly individuel-
istic stucy of esch seperete cete. This is precisely mbut is being done

by the child guldencé clinics, Juvenile couris, peychiatrie clinice, Judge
Baker Poundstion und others. No one yet ie wble (o ssy thal there is any
eingie factor o1 faclere at work in =11 the csses.

From the peint of view of provention of dslinguency imc methods
precent themselves: one of the esrly disgnoses of conduct disorders to owtch
the youthful offender before he hae gone very far wrong, the other is the
method of parent educetlon wshich looke to the tesching of methods of child
roiglng which #ill =void these incipieni bshovior Jdifficultise. The firet
method is that being pursued by the Commvaweslth progrsm snd is meeting
with considerable succezs in readjuating those chlldren of preschool age
who huve gone wrong sufficiently to bring themseélves to the attention of

the school suthorities, juvenile courls and the socisl welfare cgenciea.




The ssme method is being followed in the habit clinics which heve been
orgunized most successiully in hassuchusetls snd which w#im to estoh the
preschool child who is giving concern to hie perente. The seconc method

of perent educstion ie thet which the Kemorlel hse been ecneldering end
seeieting in the grente to lowe Univereity, Cclumbiz University, #cnzouth
County, Federsticn for Child Study ete. It ie expecisc tbet ot one or more
of these inatitutions an sitempt will be uwede o study the clinical recorde
of prescheol ehild parents with the hepe of discovering whet genersl clusses
of perental sisssnsgenent sppesr nost frequently iuvthe histeries of tuese
esees. Thisz study oughl to give some genersl ncticn of the incipient stagee
snd csusee of behavior in sesll children whbich presumably glve rise to the
Juvenile sni scoluecent delinguent in leter yeurs.

The csuse calebre ot Chicuzo recently hes been responsible for
sturting &« coneidertble wmount of discuesicn aad thinking wbout the question
of responsibility for criminsl behevior. In the mein the leeue hse been
joined between the legsl concepilen of velition snd individusl responsibility
snd the curreat epprocistion of the fauet thet the iandivicuel'e behsvior ie
the product of his prlor eaperiencs. 1t l¢ notl unwarrsnted to suy that on
the whole punlshuent for crime i¢ very revely s deterrent excsptl in so fer
88 1t mey serve to eaphasise psreatsl respousibility in tue venew thal every
eriminsl csught, convioted and punished serves &s ¢ reminder to perents that
they auat iaculeste those hublts of right behsvior aad of uvoidance of crime
which will save thelr children from ¢ silmiler fate. Unfortunately, however
while the incentive to bring up their childrem in the righteous wey msy be

present the knowledge of how to do so is eatrsmely limited snd meny o purent




who earnestly strives to bring up bis children us leaw abiding eltizene is
himeelfl responsibile through misdirected znd vneise notions of diecipline
and obeglence for laoter aclinguency.

One csnnol escspe the feeling thet & greet desl more muat be
found out sboul how children gres end develop befers we cen say very suoh
tut it is elcer enough thst nc: pingle remedy will got ue very fur,

Cne ¢camnot be degustie sbioul zny phase of this subject but
it does scem thet the sarsful sad inteneive study of child development in
the sarly yu&rnﬂigzrlionaidcrubla light on the genesis of those forms of

behevior in which we are now concernsed.
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