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DAVID LAWRENCE 

Dear Dr . Day: 

2201 M Str-eet , N. W. , 
Washington, D. c., 
January 30, 1934. 

Encl osed are the documents which 

Dr . Gray, Chancellor of American University, gave 

me today and which you might be interested in read-

ing before our visit at eleven o'clock on Thursday. 

Sincerely y o ~ ~ ~ ~  

Dr . Edmund E. Day, 
Director of the Social Sciences, 
Rockefeller Foundation, 
30 Rockefeller Plaza , 
New York, N. Y. 
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•emorandum Jl!o . 1 

AMERICAN ID'IVERSITY AS A U.BORATORY FOR T!Th STUDY OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

At no ti.rne in the history of the country has it been more important for 

the nation to do everything possible to olaoo trained men and women in govern-

mental positions, and at the same l,illle to place in positions of leadership in 

the comr.unities of the country men and "'."Toman ·.•ho are capable of arriving at in-

telligent conclusions relative to public affairs . 

There are thousand$ of young men and women in the colleges and universities 

of the country who are intensely interested in government and its attendant · 

nroblems . For the most part , however , -r.h&y are compelled to carry on their 

study of government and the great issues of the da~r from text books, periodicals, 

and ne;:spapers . Very few of them have the opportunity of kno· . .ing governnent at 

first hand and learning about its operation from persons who have had years of 

practical experience in the field . 

J.:here is, therefore, at the present time a very pressing need for some 

plan which .rould make it possible for outstanding s1iudents of the social sciences 

to co;ne to the Capital City of the :!aticn and here participate in an intensive 

laborator.y course in government . 

American University is in a position to meet and care i'or this particular 

need . It can do so if' it is provided with ~he opportunity of' putting the follow-

ing program into ei'fcct : 

I . The Universit~ would immediatel~{ e:>te.blish a School of Public Affairs under 

the leadership of sooe of America ' s outstanding teachers in the field of 

social science . 

II . Under the auspices of this School of Public Affairs , the Univorsity would 

conduct laboratory courses in the field of government in the follo•ting 

manner: 

1 . General courses dealing vrith the broad problems of· government would be 

organized and would be open to all students enrolled in the School of 
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Public Affairs . Text books vrould be used only incidentally for these 

courses . The assumption would be that all students in the course vrould 

have an adequate background of factual information. Instead~ the cour~s 

would be conducted in the foll o.r .ing r.l.&.nner : 

a . The broad outl.:.nes of the courses ·would be c. arted by some of the 

outstanding social scientists of the nation. 

b . A series of round table discussions nould be conducted ·.vith Cabinet 

members~ and other outste.ndi'ng administr ative of'f'icials, Senator:::~ 

and Members of the House of Representatives . These rov.nd table 

discussions wou_d be conducted in such a Ir.o.nnor as to induce the 

goverlll!lent officials in question to enter into them freely and un-

reservedly~ e.nd of course e.ll points of vim. ·:;ould be presented. 

c . Other round table discussions would be conducted in ''rhich repre-

sentatives of industry, labor, e.nd the consumer would participate . 

In view of the f'act that representatives of' all -chree of these 

groups are at the p1·esent time in\ ashington serving on the various 

advisory councils of the Department of C<m~erce and other agencies 

of government , an unparalleled opoortunity presents itself to or-

ganize such d~scussion groups . 

d . At the conclusion of' 'these lectures and round table discussions 

the students unC.er compe-cent facul..y guidance would be required to 

coordinate their thinkinG and ste.te their conclusions in a definite 

and conc1·ete nanner . In this v;ay assurance could be c;iver. to 

collet;es and universities a.skod to accredit the l:ork done in these 

courses that the work was carried on :.n a systet'l:.l.tic manner and in 

such e. way as to insure the fact that the student would receive tho 

maximum anount of benefit from the time and energy spent :n the 

courses of the School . 

2 . Courses dealjng v:ith the technical a.d."linistrative problems such as those 
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incident to the selection of proper personnel would be orgar ized along 

the f'ollm·ring lines : 

a . Spec~alists in the field of administration ~ould be secureQ to 

chart the broac.. outlines of the work . 

b . Round table discussions would be organized in which governmental 

officials who face difficult administ:;rative oroble:os from day to 

day would participate. 

c . Eere a~ain the students under competent leadership would be required 

to coordinate their thinking and to state their conclusions in a 

definite and concrete manner . 

3 . Courses or~anized alon~ the line of the students ' special interests 

would oe set up and conducted in such a way that the students would be 

able to observe in operation over a period of weeks that pa~ of the 

governmem; in which -chey are particularly int~rested. For example, the 

student -,·ho might be particularly ir:tere..;ted i:n ultiiilately follm·ring a 

legislative career v.ould be providec. with the opportunity of sitting in 

at important committee hearin~s; of observing the manner in which 

commitiiees approach and decide the prob ems wLich are submitced to them; 

of observing f'irst hand just how and why certain bills are selected from 

the great mass o:f proposed legislation and finally acted upon by e.:.ther 

House of Congress; of observing the part that individual contacts in 

and ou~ of ~he cloak rooms play in legislation; of observing the manner 

in which lobbies operate, and of' determinin · just 'V!hat effect they have 

on ultimate legislation; and of observing the part that debate occupies 

on the floor of both Hovses . 

And again ·the student who mi·ht be particularly interested in agricul-

tural prob.1 ems woulc be provided ,·:i.th the opportunity of studying at 

first hand, in company with udministrativo or'i'icers, the problems which 

are presented to the Department of nt;riculture and the manner in which 
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the~r are handled. The se.me thing woula be done in every one of the 

great administrative branches of government . 

And, of course, there are, at; present , the emergency agencies. Students 

10uld be provided wh;h every possible opportunity for Jr.aking a close 

study of the manner in nhich these agencies fUnction . 

4 . A large part of the progr~ as outlined above could be adapted to per-

sons carrying on ~;raduate work as vrell as to both juniors and seniors 

in undergraduate colleges . It is clear , of course, that what the 

graduate student ·,·rould obtain from pursuing_ a laboratory course of 

this kind and what the undergraduate might derive from similar courses 

· .• ould be dif ... erent . 

':.'he dif'f renee TlOu~d be rocognizod by the School of Public .hf'fairs in 

the work ·wnich ;·rovld be required of the undergr aduate student as con-

trasted with the graduate student iu coordinating his thinking and 

stating his conclusions . 

~rthermore, the graduate student would be placed under the personal 

supervision of some member of the regular :aculty of the School of 

Public Affairs , and would carry on his nork under the direction and 

guidance of this particular faculty member . 

5 . S~!!Y: By developing courses along the three general lines indicated 

above, students r;euld becone acquainted ' ith the vie. s of the nation 1 s 

leaders on the broad issues of the aay, r.ould become acquainted ;. ith 

the technical , but none the less importan~, administrative proble.ms 

that confront tho Federal Goverrunent , and finally, would be able to 

make first hand invest.:.gations of the manner in .hich govermnent deals 

. ith certain specif~c problems . 

III . Obviously it would be virtually impossible to carry on such e. progra~ with 

an unlimited roup of students . If an attempt were mude to do so, ~overn-



- 5-

m nt ofi'.i.cials woulc be reticent about talking, una government departments 

, ould feel that they were being pestered by hundreds oi' students Yiith 

thou~ands of questions . If such a feeling becano prevalent throur,hout the 

various departments of government , it 'irould defeat tho whole purpose of 

the program. 

Therefore, in order to nake these facilities available ~o the highest type 

of student, the niversity nould extend invitations to certain colleges and 

universities to send a limitocl number of ~,heir vory best graduate and undcr-

t;raduate students in ~he field of tho .:;ociul sc.i.ences to .'fashiugton for a 

one- semester intensive training of this kind. In all probability, a much 

lar ·or c;roup of undergr aduate students would be invited than gradue:te students . 

Tho pro ram Trould be follcr;;ed both semesters of the o.cademic year and also 

during th SUin!:ler session, but there ltou d be an entirely different ~;roup 

of visiting students for every session of the School of Public Affairs . 

Studentg permit~ed to enroll for th s program would be charged as lon a 

tuition rate as possible , ~aking into consideration the financial ~acking 

\7hich the niversity may be aole to obta.i.n !'or such a purpose . The Uni-

v l ' S 'ty would take complete charg'"' of pl'ovidin thorn with proper living 

accom:noda.tions . 

Reco ·nizing the fact that there would alnays be worthy students who would 

be unable to take advantage of the op ortunities p1·osented by the School 

of' Public Affairs , because of financial difficulties , the university would 

do ev rythin · in its pm7er to build up an ndowment 'i.hich would enable it 

to provide jorthy underp·aduato students with ocholarships, and outstanding 

gradua .e students .ith follmrships . 

IV. rhe School of Public Af'fa.irs of A"llorioan University "' o 1d be organized as 

follo. s : 

1 . In order to secure the advice and cooporntion of outstanding men ar-d 

women both in and out of public life, a.n A visory "'ouncil for the 
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School would be organized . Serv.i.ce on this Council · .. ould be purely 

voluntary, but every possiole effort ,vould be rnadf:l to obtain advice 

a11d cooperation fran the members of the Council . 

2 . The academic '\'Cork wou} d be in larfSe part under the supervision of visit-

ing professors of social science . ~ h a t  is, for every semester, or for 

every academic year, s o m e outstanding leader in the field of the social 

sciences, such as Professors B e a r d Holcombe, Ogg, M u z ey, and Corwin, 

m i g h t be invited to came to American Universicy and act as Visiti g or 

A s s o c i a t e Dean of the School of Public Affairs for a stated period . In 

this way the School w o u l d over a period of time, have the advantage of 

securing the cooperation and guidance of a large part of outstanding 

men in tho field oi' the social sciences . 

3 . Obviously, under the plan as outlined above, the Visiting or Associate 

Dean of the .:>chool could not be made responsible f o r any of the adminis-

trative details in connection with the work . 'l'hese would be placed in 

the hands o:: an administrative officer who might , in the beginning, be 

known as Executive Director of the School of Public Affairs, and who 

later might be known as Dean, and who would have complete charge of 

working out s e c h e d u l e s m a k i n g the necessary contacts and seeing to it 

that the work of tha :School functions eff icient ly and smoothly. He 

would also be responsible for b a l a n c i n g the bud:et of the School . 

4 . The permanent faculty of' the School of Public Affairs w o u l d be dravm 

at f i r s t from the present faculties of the University. These faculty 

members would continue to carry on work in both departments of the 

institution, but in addHion their programs would be so worked out that 

theywould also be able to devote considerable time and energy to the 

program cf the dchool. It would be this faculty which would recorrcnend 

to the University faculties what work carried on by students enrolled 
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in the School aould be given a certain amount of' either undergraduate 

or graduate credit . 

5 . In addition to the permanent faculty of the School of Public Affai:;:-s , 

the Universi-:;ywou:!.d al.so enter into a.u arrangement with outstanding 

teachers in the field of "the social sciences whereoy they >tauld come 

to Washi.1•·ton for one semester, or ±·or one academic year , observe the 

program in operation, and give at least one lecture a week in their 

particula.r field of study. 
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