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July 36 memorandum on area studies

as a preUai&ary to discussion of area studies ia Jmericaa
iastituiioae I em j«*% dowa some geaeral reepoaees to poiata made Is themmrmmm of iWt of Jn3j 88* I agree so eempleteljr with the oreaahle(the first 3 paragra|*hs) aad the iHM&smoie oa H that such
discussieas will oe easy *»d productive.

It is esseatiai to liiait sail deftas the of our coacaras.Urinary for m& pvsgrm will he ceauiac deflaitiea of sahjeot matter aadof persoaael to use it. Oae m&u or atero should so eaeourafed to dsflas
the logic of university aad scholarly oositieas for old as well as aew
traiaiag aad research programs oa the cultures of the world, fhislaeludes our ewa. Mm examples of the swta I have la mlad for assigasteatI should take Joha Wlleea of Chicago oa the Sear %st» lerriea oa katia
America, Oeerge Saaeoa oa #apaa. fhie task is easier for Stasaaitiea to dofor itself thaa for 88. for the following reasoasi

a. It is possible to describe the processes of traiaiag
mm to use the eeseatial also to show why tae

is a direct source of strength to ear I&oa of
work ia Buaaaltles. (fhs problem here is rather to get
universities to discard eluma? ree,uiremeats of laaguaga
for their Ptuß. aad to permit others thaa freach aad

to stead as requirements.)

b. Huraaalties oaa describe the composite of literary,
linguistic, aad historical preparatioa of §*ea readily
with reference) to each culture, they have the terms
of refereace- la taewiedge of age, variety, ori#elaality
of each culture, aad of its relev&aee today to its
aad to all other cultures, a* a sketchy desoripttoa
of the of humanities ia %ericaa iastltutloae of
higher learalag I should say that we are badly over-loaded
at the upper levels with leaaisaaaee aad British research
aad teachlag. «*• are leslag our Classical lie



are getting Xiatia iWssrioalato chaaaels of phlloeophy,
history, aad We are ia a disorganised out
good position on China, aad the lear Bast*
On Bussia aad India we are virtually novices. He have
aeglected the cultures of Scandinavia aad of Oeatral
Europe.

fhesc subheads a. aad ©. show the complexity of the task aad
the Impossibility of a general defiaitloa for Humanities, Happily we
have the normal indicators of cultural relations through language,
aad national oouadaries have served the humanists well for definingnative or borrowed cultural elements. I should start the canvass of
the present condition of so-called area studies from the ooiat of view
shown la the preceding paragraphs, I have, however, these following
specific conusants oa the «7uly 2& memorandum aad on %dfield»s statemeatof April 3?i

firtually all that Sedfield says oa general education is of
secondary significance to 81 and Humanities, we do now have the
power to give general education in a given culture or we lack the
tools and men to give adequate aad informing exposition for secondary
schools, the first two years of college, or adults, general education
follows the processes of maturation thromgh informed specialisation.
(£he attached copy of a review of August B illustrates this point.) Muchof iedfield is valid as stress on the two tasks today of reduction aad
Increase ia the materials for general education, hut this Is a matter
of definition. At most we probably should help with definition,certainly not with demonstration at the &«&«*al education level.

On the paragraphs headed pages Sff., I have acomment due on the first paragraph that should make clear my idea
regarding our divlsioa of labor by institutions. It would he
impracticable aad confusing to have officers of Humanities aad SocialSciences conducting parallel discussions in oae institution, for
example, S$ has aa Important matter up with teveral departments ofColumbia University, Humanities should obviously keep entirely free
from contacts there until asked for suggestions on minor items that will beused or discarded ia Si. An Instance ia point is the fact that this weekmB expects to talk with Geroid Ibbiasoa regarding fellowships laHumanities for sea ia war service, but will not mp beyond questions ofpersonnel worthy of humanistic training.

Haft 9, section 3, gives a working division of the itemsnumbered 1 to ?. Humanities would at once oa the statements of3 and 5. It would not to 4 aad ?. Item Sis the most Imoortantof the untried suggestlone. On August £MS had a half-day talk with?. E, Hobiason of Harvard, chairman of the Executive OoCTittee of AC&S,and at that talk M% raised a question of responsibility of the two
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research councils to supply universities with broad defiaitioas of policy.Io single university will do this sort of thing for evea Its own men.we have almost universal proof of this fact, but for easy samples wemight take Harvard, Ohicage, aad California ia regard to loag-raaga,constructive thinking on the importance of balaaeed planning in humanities.Jhe task is far more difficult when you try the necessary step of gettinginstitutions to recognise the strength of other institutions on anyselective priaciple. It seems to M$ that the aOLS has failed to makeits influence useful to professors aad to presidents %y setting out thealsis of humanistic educatioa, respoasibilities ia the matter of materialand men, and even the natural advaatages of particular institutions forparticular tasks. w« have only the lame effort of larl Hamiltoa oa LatinAmerican studies as an example of the type of work the two councils shouldbe able to do without implying dictation or favoritism.

» **, «
S this oiat » wUa approval «* Mf« MB is having en September %la Pacific Coast conference on Far Sastera studies, fhe five institutionsare to aead an administrator and a faculty member for a careful review of theindividual interests of each institution in this area, mt has not approvedany plan mf action, but obviously some is implied and even expected at theseinstitution* where Humanities has beea modest investments since 193a.M first thought MM wishes to five all five the thUg hardest for each tofI I i!°L WSS Btst# Mi«Htwliema of Colorado, California, aad Washingtonthat is the securing of money to spend outside the state. His Idea would bett SI I°f ta® n™ »f™ **- or 10-year subsidy to provide

a year for field work of permanent staff members in theappropriate country, fhese allotments should be sufficient so that theman, if he desires, could take his family, fhe estimate oa a 5-year plantherefore runs to something like $350,000, and to at least tecethat amountJ.* t°:lm*>
plm' ** Porcentage to each institution would necessarilyreflect its significance for either teaching or research, its commitmentswith regard to staff in post-war years, and its own investments in otherways than for personnel.

Help to others in but to institutions directly foraction on such proposals as thi«,aow seems the appropriate way for us toopen up la this kind of operation.

DAVID' H. STEVENS
mStMFS
clipping and JW&lm memorandum attached
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