
THE ROCKEFELLER INSTITUTE 
FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH 

66TH STREET ANO AVENUE A 
NEW YORK 

Ju:nl3 13, 1921. 

Dear Ur. Rockefeller: 

As I had already replied to you con-
cerning Miss Davis 1 and Mr. Zinn1 s propoeale before Dr. Ex-
ner's letter was received, I thought that perhaps it would 
be as well to send the letter just as I first wrote it. 

The impression which Dr. Exner1 a let-
ter n:akcs upon me is that he seems to vclue very little all 
the studies and wri tinJs alroa.dy ll".a.de c.nd published on the 
various aspects of social hygiene. 

I do not of course know Ur. Zinn, so 
that I cannot form a judgment aa to t~e way in which be ie 
likely to approach the ~~y-sided questions which have been 
presented. 

I wonder whether I could not hell= you II 
oore if I could talk over •li th Mr. Zinn or tr. Exner just 
what they would like to do and the manner of their going 
about the study. I shall be very happy to see them at a 
time convenient to them. 

Then I should also like to know the 
names of the scientific men with whom they would aeek to 
cooperate. It will be a pleasure to me if I can help you 
with the work. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., 
26 :Broadway, Uew York, H. Y. 

L 



THE ROCKEFELLER INSTITUTE 
F OR MEDICAL RESEARCH 

66TH STREET AND AVENUE A 
N EW YORK 

Dear Mr. Rockefeller: 

June 13, 1921. 

I have your l~tter relating to Miss Da.vis' 
proposcl and containing Mr. Zinn1 s outline, which is being re-
turned herewith. 

I have been a member of t~e National Research 
Council since its establishment and have served on the Medical Di-
vision. I know Dr. MC Coy very well , and I believe that the sub-
ject:> presented in I.Ir. Zinn1 s outline are quite outside his specio.l 
field of knowledse. 

Many of them are outside my f i eld also , but 

j 
I question somewhAt whether Mr. Zinn can know the f i eld very well 
if he JI:ropoaee - to restudy so many subjects which have been and 
now are under active discussion. Wi th reference to them I should 
not be sanguine that anyone except a person very gifted in asa~bling 
and analyzing data could possibly reach fai r or valuabl e concluaione. 
From the point of view of scientific research in general , I should 
co~sider Mr. Zinn's scheme aa being too comprehensive and generel. 

As rcga.rd.s the questi on of the velus of per-
sonal conference", I em incl i ned to the vi ew that as those best 
equipped to deal with the subjects given in Mr. Zinn1 s plan have 
already written e~tensively and are now writing on them, more might 
be expected from e digest of the world 1 s beet literature than frcm 
intervie\78. :But I repeat th!l.t the genere.l field is one quite re-
oote from oy real experience. 

If you should think of &dvising the Bureau of 
Social Hygiene to consi der the undertaking and if you have the time, 
I might add in conversation something to what I have sai d above. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr. John D. Roclc.efeller, Jr. , 
26 :Broadway, Uew York, U.Y. 
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