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Extract !rom roa r Roliet Commission. 

L • ~ 

I have spent the p~3t week in tho ot~dr or the 

tubarculosio situation in Fr ance, itc increaoe, the attitude 

o f the p~blic to~ards it, of the Government , of the Uedie~l 

Profeesion and o! tho mn~f civiliann, French and Anerlcun .vho 

are iutorcated in ita relie f . 

There ~rc, or coura~, statintica to bo b~d up to 

tho bvginnins of tho war; of course also, tnese etatistie s, 

like most medic~l otLtiatiea ~re ot little value. It ia im-

poesiblo to be certain whathe r any increase or decrease which 

these figures ~ay shov is due to a ch~ngo of ~are in their 

compilation or a ch~nge in definition of a diseaoe somewhat 

vague in its inception ~nd in ito termination if cu~ed. I 

~elievo thero are no ~tatisti~e since the wer. On the other 

hand there :i.e no qu~stion tho.t the rtlturnin; eoldiere ara 

hic~ly tab~rculosie ~nd tbnt tho ratur~ing prisener~ a~ the 

cl~t~e of ti1... s.r vill cG cHen mo~o so . I am enclosin...: ·ith 
..J 

Lhiv a cJpy ef ~n ~~~ly&ic of the tuberculosi~ ~ituation in 

Pr .n:& pr r ai"e u fc:.'" me by .. 1on!3i&ur Mauri~t' T~l.uLrd, Secretary 

and Solicitor of Raron HeDPi do Rothe~hi\d~ I am reserving 

the o:igln~l copy for Ur. War~iet Gr~e~a. I am ~ending to 

JO!l t.hia f.k'ulim.i.n:lry cr<~py b~ce.•s>J he Play wieh to communJ.ca.te 

with :;ou h~r ec.bl ~ and I t\:n :.mra that he wlll wiah y'lu to have 

~y src~te9t ~soiatance hae come !rom Dr. Latulle, 

vho by com:on cone~nt iu the hishost med ic nl autbnrity in 

France ~t tho presont time in reeard to tuberculosis. 
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Dr. Letulle has spent two daya solidly with me, one devoted 

to the hospitals in Paris, the other devoted to the Sanator-

ium at Bligny. I have also met, at Ur. Warwick Greene's sug-

gestion, Kiss Anne »organ, Mrs Robert Wood Bliss, Mrs. Edith 

Wharton, ur. Beatty, Director of the American Relief Clearing 

House, and a number of othera. Many suggestions are made, 

varying in definiteness from a vague vision of an enormous 

tuberculosia village to a real atone and plaster Chateau, but 

no money to operate it with. There are some Committees with 

goodwill but again i~b no funds at all, or very inadequate 

funde, and worst of all with no medical knowledge whatever. 

What is worse, many of them are officious to a degree which 

must surely be irritating to the Government. 

The French civilians, or rather non-medical men 

especially interestec in the tuberculosis campaign are (l) 

Leon Bourgeois, »inister of State, (2) u. Ui llerand, for-

merly Uinister of War, and (3) Baron Henri de Rothschild. 

The medical men in France especially interested in 

tubercilosia seam to be (1) Professor Landouzt, Dean of the 

Faculty of Medicine, (2) Professor Letulle, {3) Professor 

Bernard, (4) Dr. Guinard, Director of the Sanatorium at 

Bligny, (5) Dr. Rietz and (6) Dr. Kuse. 

The one idea which I do not find anywhere is that 

a cacpaign to acco.plish anything commensurate with the 

problem, must have for ita primary consideration not elabor-

ate equipment but utmost economy ; this not merely b ecause 

the number of cases to be treated ie wholly beyond the ca-

pacity of any conceivable oystem of elaborately built hospi-

tals or sanatoriums but because all the financial resources 
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ot the Government and of individuals are directed in many 

otber channels. I obviously cannot go into details here as 

regards sche mes which have beon proposed by the several ladies 

and gentlemen mentioned above but r.one ot them seem to 7itally 

touch the problem. 

I am very anxious to see, in Switzerland, Professor 

Rollier and the work wbieb he is doing at Leyein. This seems 

to be a modification of the open air treatment with special rel-

erenee to sun light. This is hio own description of it in hi e 

book which I have r ead. In France it is variously described 

by medical men a s snow treatment and hardening; they seem to 

have a very vague ide~ of it but ho ld it in very big~ rospect. 

Hy ~esu~e ~! the Bituation is this; - tuberculosis is 

common in France, a~ indeed it is common everywhere, and is 

responsible for a high proportion of mortality. This menace 

hac been greatly incroased by the war • France r&l&tively in-

different to the si~u. ilon up to two years ago is n ow ~ery keen-

ly alive, and many rogard it ns like1y to be the ~o~t sericue 

after-!:!ffects of the war. Whereas the sciontitie work cf France 

as regards tuberculosis is dcubtlees adnirable itc experience 

in it~ practical t reatme nt ie rela t ively sl!ght. This combi-

nation o! a grave menace and a very suddenly awaked conscious-

ness, the wh ole procipitated nnd j ustified by the war- ~ou can 

nee the pnychology of it- offer• a remarkable opportunity for a 

sreat ~edical service, but the whole mus t be handled in the 

b~oadest possible way in order not to destroy its fruitfulness 

by provokin& antagonism. 
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