HAMPTON INSTITUTE
Hempton, Va.,
May 22, 1907.

Dr. Wallace Buttrick,
2 Rector street,
New York City.
My dear Dr. Buttrick:-

I am writing you regarding colleges for Negroes. I
wish to call the attention of the General Education Board
to them beceuse as yet these institutions have received
little or no assistence from the @General Education Board for
advancing their college work.

The apparent omission of these colleged &g & class is
unfortunate for them, and for the colored people &8s a rece
at this period in their development. Though the General
Educetion Boerd has in all probability mnot meant to make
such a criticism of higher education for Regross as their laock
of actior regarding it seseme to indicate, yet thé colored
péople are led to think that the Board lacks sympethy for it.
They feel that the Gensral Education Board's negleet of the
petent needs of the FHegro colleges cerries with it a
criticism of their work, and that tihe silsnce of those in
the high position of the Board awskens distruct im college
work for Hegroes in others who have not the time nor inclins-

tion to study the sitvetion for themselves.




.

I em awsre, of course, that these s prehensions are
unnecessary though they mey be very natursl. Nevertheless I
feel that some signsl attention on the part of the General
Educaetion Board to the better colleges for Negroes would no¥
be opportune, and helpful beyond the assistance which the
Generel Education Board itself might render. I think too
that you will find upon investization that some of these
colleges will messure up feirly well with your recuirements
in the matter of curricula, and that their efficiency is quite
marked. I think too thet you will find Bo small need of work

of eollege grede anong the colored peonle.

LIMITET FUMBER OF COLIEGE STUDIETS

May I call your asttention to & few facts regercing this
work sné to a few items in reslation to & dozen of the better
colleges kmown to me? In spite of the cormon orinion thet
there are too msny Negro colleges, there is but comparatively
1ittle college work being done by the schools for colored
people. This is pretty clearly shown, I think, by the follow-
ing table mede w» from the catalogues of a number of the

leading schools &nd verified by my acquaintance with their worlk:




Kame of Sohool

VYa. Union Univ.
Shaw University
Biddle University
Claflin Universitly
Atlanta University
Atlanta Bapt. Coll.
Talladegs College
Leland University
Fisk University
Enoxville College
Wiley Universily
Bishop College

Date

1906
15056
1903
1906
1906
1907
19056
1906
1906
1906
1906
1906

Total
Enrollment

233
504
187
633
340
217
622
206
525
436
508
3873

3.
College Per.cent in
Department Coll. Dept.

46 19
53 2
110 56¢
37 5.7
46 134
20 g
37 5.9%
20 10%
109 204
22 5
24 4.7
37 9.4
734

I have compared the students in the college depertment

with the total number of students enrolled in each imstance.

Some explanations are neceesary.

Claflin and Telladega for

instance fzll very low in their percentage of college students

though théy have about as many as most of the other schocls.

Their low standing is due to the largs grammer echools whioh

they maintsin as s part of their regular work. Shew University

would have a much higher percentage too but for the professionr

al students who are included in her totel enrollment.

In the

Fisk estimate too more than 150 music students, many of whom

are specials, are included, thus lowering Fisk's percentage

of college students.

At Atlanta University, on the other hand,

the children in the practice school are not counted in thel

college enrollnmeunt.

vantage in the percentege.

This gives the college students an ad-

Biddle,the only college having

a strikingly high per cemt of college students, does not have

es high entrence requirements for the college department ae




the better colleges, and, on the whole, does not do as
advanced work in college as the best of those with which it
is comnared here.

The U. S. Cormissioner of Education reports for 1903-4,
40,997 colored students in the 128 secondary end higher
schools for colored veople in the United States. Of these
only 2,760 or 6.7% are doing college work, while 36.3% of the
total number are in the secondary depertments and 56.9% are
in the elementary denartments. So it matters little whether
my arbitrarily chosen 1ist be regarded or the more general
figures of the Cormigsioner of Rducation be taken; it is
evident that not an alerming number of Nzgroes are getting
collegaltraining, even if ws regard such treining as super-
fluous. Dr. DuBois has pointed out in hie College Bred
Negro, No. 6, in the Atlanta University Publicetions, that
only 2,331 Regroes graduated from college between 1826 and
1900. He says, "There is to-day (1900) sbout one college-

trained person in every 3,600 Negrces".

OCCUPATIONS OF COLLEGE GRADUATES
0f these graduates 1,312 renorted their occupations.

They were as follows:

"Teachers:
Presidents snd deans 19
Teachers of nmusic 7

Professors,»rincinals,
and teachers 675 totsl 701, or 63.4%




"Clergyuen:
inecluding 1 bishop,
¢ missloneries and

12 presiding elders motel £21, or 16.8%
"Physicians, etc:

Doctors of Medicine 76

Druggists ¢

Dentiste 3 Total 83, or 6.3%
"Students: " 74, or 5.6%
"Lawyers _ " 62, or 4.7%
"Civil Service n §3, or 4 &%
"Business men " 47, or 3.6%
"Tarmers: 26; artisans 9: n 35, or 2.7%
"Rditors,seoretaries,clerks,etc. " 31, or 2.4%
"iiscellaneous " 6, or .5%

"These fizures illustrate vividly the function of the
college-bred Negro. He 1, a8 he ought to be, the group
leader, the men who sets the idesls of the comminity where
he lives, directs its thought snd hesds its social movements.
It need herily be argued that the Nesro neople need social
lesdership nore then most groups; they heve no traditions to
f211 beck upon, no long established cnstoms, no fammly ties,
no well defined socilal clesses. All these things must be
slowly &nd puinfully evolved."

Pr. DuBois also found that 500 out of 70C college-bred
men found worlk immedistely om greduation at which they remained
em>loyed. Less than 200 turned from a firet occupstion to &

second hefore finding annarently nermanent emnloyment. He




6.
recorts also the following cases of activities of college-

bred Negroes in addition to their regular occupations:

Active work in religious socidties 1ol
Investing in business enterpriges conducted by

Negroes 48
Contriduting to Negro and other newspepers 106
Kditing and publishing newsnaners 40
Leoturers 2l
College and student aid 20
Benevolent club work 9
Farming and truck gardeaing 10
Nurseries, orphanages and homee 12
Slum, prison end tempersnce work 16
Organized charity 15
Lindergartens and mothere' meetings 7
Building associations 4
Hospitels : 10
Savings banks 4
Contributing bo magazines 11
Papers before learned societies 9

7

T s :
S e L e S
D

PROPERTY O"NID 37 GOTLRGE GRADUATES

Each of these college gradustes was ssked to statethe
aseessed value of the real estete owned by him. 657 answers
showed &n cwnership amounting to $1,342,062,60 or an average
of {2,411 of reel estate for the 557 graduates.

I think these figures need no further comment.

DEHAND FOR COTTEGE GRADUATES

There is not only & genersl demand for lesders who are
trained to think soundly, and correctly, and to act wisely, but
also & snecific czll for more college trainmed young eonle
anong the Negroes of the South. They ere in demend as the

teachere of the more advsnced eleacitary work, and for the
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incressing smount of secondary instruction. This work the
sverege teechers from the so called normel schools can not
successfully cerry on. 4nd even fthe public school officials
are beginning to reguire thet tueclhers have special normal
training beZcre they will em>loy them. Colored teachers with
suserior treining themselves are required to train these
teachers for the elementary schools.

The incressing intellizence end prosperity of the colored
peonle together with the more rigldly snforced senaretion of
the races inoresse the demandie for greater numbers of »ro-
fessionsl men smong the colored peonle. They mast be thorough-
1y srenared or they cennot ess the rigid examinations set for
them by the verious state boards of exsminers. And the farther
the colaored people are removed end ket from the more cultivated
white peonls the greater beoomes thelr need for heving comnsider-
able numbers of educated cultivated neopls of their own rece
among them. Otherwise there mist come & general retrogression

from leck of ideals and competent leadership.

A LIIITED WUMBER OF COLLEGES NEEDED

It is not practiocsble nor advisable, of course, to try
to make real colleges out of the dosenm schools I heve mentioned
in this paper, But there are three or four of special wnromise,

it seeme to me, that the General Educstion Board might aid to
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advantage. There ought to be seversl places south of the
Potomae snd the Ohio where capable young colored men and women
could get pretty thorough up-to-date education. Richmond,
Atlants, Nashville and New Orleans have alreedy shown that they
are well located for such centers. Virginia Union University
at Richmond, Atlanta University and Atlanta Bantist College,
at lesst, in Atlanta, Figk University at Nasnville, and Leland
among others at New Orlesns are already well established echools
with good following and valuable traditions. But these echools
are not eble to build up strong college departments and to
difPPerentiate them from college departments at the weaker
sghools. If more strong men and good eollege courses, and
better equipment both in the way of dormitories end sppearatus
could be added in & few places, and some scholarships or student
gid in the college denartment, could be provided, as is common
in the great Northern universities, the nuss of Negro college
students would congregate in these few inetitutions snd their
aumbers would steadily incresse. Thie would render impossible
meny of the wealer college courses and would make for strength
in organizetion and economy in the menegenent of college
treining, for it would ninimize duplicstion. I think religious
bias would count for but very little &t this stage. Those
students desiring to go to collegc wouléd choose the one where
taney could get ithe nost at the best sdventege just as now they

choose Northern co.leges without regard to their religious




affiliation or the lack of it.
IMPORTANT TELT COTLEGE TRAINING SHOULD
BE GIVEN IN THE SOUTH.

There 1is an appreciable increase in the number of
etudents desiring to take & college course. It is very im-
portant thet this training be given in the South by institu-
tione with active, Christian, missionary svirit, and in touch
with the conditions to be faced hy the young people in later
life rather then in the North by inmstitutions concerned
prinmarily about other things and out of touch with Southern
1ife. And in order to have these well trained youth remain in
the South and render their shure of service to their peopls
it is necessary thet most of them should be trained in Southern

institutions.

SZECIAL CASE

Help would do good in any of these institutions, and it
would be welcomed by the colored peonle generally. I wish,
however, to call your sttention esvecislly to one, Atlenta
Bentist College, which, it seems to me, hes more ,ressing needs
Just now then any of the others. It is also one of the most
efficient end deserving, in my ooinion.

% is & school for young men snd has en enrollment of

217 this year,- the lerzest emrollment in the history of
the school with one excention. This is £11 the more remarkeble

when we recall the troubles in Atlente at the opening of the
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school yeer. The school occupies, however, a position of
great adventege. It is the only college of imnortance for

the Negro Bentists of Georgia and Florida. In Georgia alone
there are neerly 300,000 Negro Baptist.ohurch members - more
than belong, it is seid, to all other denominations together.
The college draws also upon western South Carolins, eastern
Alabama, end upon Tennessee since Roger Williams University
hag been given up. These Baptists are proud of the school.
They ere algo keenly appreciative of the recent apsointment of
a colored men as 1ts president. The Baptist Young People's
Union, the Stete Sunday School Convention, and the General
Missionary Beptist Convention of the State sent resolutions

to the Ameriocsn Baptist Home Mission Society cxpressing their
apprecietion of the sppointment of Prof. John Hope as president
and pledging him their suvpvort.

The school has enjoyed a healthy, steady growth in
numbers snd ponularity. The chief ettractions have been the
good curriculum, the excentionally manly and cepedble teaching
force, the firn discinline, and the locetion of the school. The
cor>s of teachers is esnecielly deserving of comment. In pre«
veretion, in the qualily of their work, and in the matter of
the wholesome sopirit there teachers creafte in the school, they
are not surpacssd, in my opinion, by sny body of teachers in
the colored schouls. Five of the college teschers ere colored

men. Two of ti:ziu, the nresident end the teacher of science, &i
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greduates of Brown University. One is & graduate of EKamilton
College. The other two are greduates of the itlanta Beptist
College iteelf, but one of them has subsequently taken his
degree &t the University of Chicego, and the other has done
summer work at Columbia University. They ere clean gentlemen
every one. Another colored man of the same grade teaches in
the theological department with two Northern white men of
pronounced ebility. The grade work is dome by young lady
graduastes of Spelmsn Seminary. The music teacher is a white
lady from the North.

The generzl interest im the oollege seems to be in-
creasing repidly. But the schcol is unable to meey the in-
eressing demands for room. The studente have mede many
seorifices this yesr to heln out in this direction. There
heve been three znd four boye in every room in the dormitories.
These rooms ere large enough for only two occupants.

The stvecisl need of the college is & building for recitatio
purnoses and for chapel exercises. There is no hall on the
zrounés that will sccormodats more nHersone than the 2resent
student body and the teechers, PBEntertsinments, reunions, etc,
heve to be helé im churcies im the city: 4 building to cost I
gbout 440,000 wouléd remedy this condition of sffeirs, afford
smyle recitation facilities for & long time to come, &snd would:
jnerease the dormitory eccomaodetions by relieving ome hell ro

used »artly for recitations. It would then be posgible to
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segregete the theological students, rather mature men, and

thna greatly stirenzthen the discipline. And while this &d-
dition to the dc:mitory sccommodations would take care of the
inoreasing numbeis of students, it would not necessitate &n
increased teaching force. The present corvs would still be -~
sufficient.

To help this college now will bs to aid at the critical
woment, it seems; for if it fails to seize ite present
opportunity, it will not be likely to have so good & chance
again. Help here will &also mean the strengthening of s natural
center for the training of the Negro. Im 1900 thers were
1,034,813 Negroes in Georgia. Nearly one-third of them are
members of the Baptist church and form & naturel constituency
for this college, to say nothing of others it may ettract in
other denominations and in other stetes. It hes slready built
up & greater following than it can accommodate with its
oresent facilities.

It heppens too that the Atlanta Baptiet College has besn
80 manzged that it commends the regerd not omly of the colored
people but that of the white peonle about it as well. This is
saying & good deel for a Negro college situsted as it is.

I am
Respectfully yours,

(signed) W, T. B. Williams.
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