
Dr. Wallace Buttrick, 

2 Rector street, 

liew York City. 

~ dear Dr. Buttrick:-

HAMPTOB INSTITUTE 

Hampton, Va. , 

May 22, 1907. 

! am writing you regarding colleges for liegroee. I 

wish to osll the attention of the General Education Board 

to them because as yet these institutions have received 

little or no assiate~ce from the General Education Board for 

advancing their college work. 

The apparent omission of these colleges as a olass is 

~ unfortunate for them, and for the oolored people as a race 

at this period in their develo~ment. Though the General 

Education Board has in all probab111t7 not meant to make 

such a oritioiem of higher education for Begroes as their laok 

ot action regarding it seems to indicate, yet the colored 

people are led to think that the Board lacks sympathy for it. 

The7 feel that the General Education Board'a negleet of the 

p~tent needs of the !egro colleges carries with it a 

cri ticiam of their work, and that t;le silence ot those in 

the high position of the Board auakene diatruot in college 

work for Negroes in others who hs~e not the time nor inclina-

tion to stuu.y the ai t'L1.a.tion for themsel vee. 
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I e.m aware , of course, that these B._il,)rehensiona s.re 

unnecessacy thou0h they mny be very ne. tur&l. Nevertileless I 

feel that some signal attention on the ,art of the General 

Education Board to the better colleges tor Negroes ~oul~ no~ 

be opportune, and helpful beyond the assistance which the 

General Education Board itself might render. I think too 

that you will find U)On investigation that some of these 

collegee will me&sure up fairly well with your re~uirements 

in the matter of curric\ua, and that their efficiency is quite 

marked. I think too that you will find ao small nee& of work 

of college g~de aoong the colored peo) le. 

LI1UT~ !IDI:iBD3 OF COTJT.F.GE STUD:::;i1TS 

May I call your attention to a few facts reear~ing this 

work and to e. faw items in relation to e dozen of the better 

colleges known to me? In spite of the oo~on O)inion that 

there are too nsny Negro colleges, there is but co~)aratively 

little college ~ork being done by the echoola for colored 

people. This is -pretty- clearly shown, I think, by the follow-

ing table mede u~ from the catalogues of a number of the 

leading schools and verified by rny acquaintance with their wort· 
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Total College :Per.cent in 

lame ot Sohool Date Enrollment Department Coll. Dept. 

Va. Union Univ. 1906 233 46 19~ 
Shaw University 1905 504 53 :'..~ 
Biddle Unive~sity 1903 187 110 56~ 
Claflin Uni ¥·ersi ·cy- 1906 633 37 "' ' ' (f. D • '( JO 

Atlanta University 1906 340 4-6 13~ 
Atlanta Bapt. Coll. 1907 217 2o 9 
Talladega College 1905 622 37 6.9~ 
Leland University 1906 206 20 l~ 
Fislc 'University 1906 525 109 2oi'A 
Knoxville C0llege 1906 436 22 4-~~ Wiley University 1906 508 24 
Bisllop College 1906 38~ ~'1 9if~ 

4,794 R2' 

I have compared the stunente in the ool1ege de~artment 

with the total number of students enrolled in each instance. 

Some ervlanations are neceeeary. Claflin and Talladega for 

instance fall ver,r low in their percentage of college students 

though they have about as many as moat of the other eohoola. 

Their low standing is due to the large grammar schools whioh 

they maintain as a part of their regular work. Shaw University 

would have a mueh high~r percentage too but for the profession~ 

al students who are included in her totel enrollment. In the 

i'isk estimate too more than 150 musio students, ma~ of whom 

are specials, are included, thus lowering ?iak'e percentage 

of college etudent3. At Atlanta University, on the other hand, 

the children in tlle pra.otioe school are not counted in the 

collese enrollosut. Tbis gives the college students an ad-

vantage in thd percentage. Biddle,the only college having 

a strikingly h:i.gh Iler cent of college students, does not have 

as high entrance requirements for the oollege department as 
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the better colleges, and, on the whole, does not ao as 

advanced work in college as the best of those with whioh it 
ie oom9ared here. 

The U. s. Commissioner of Education reports for 1903-4, 

40~997 colored students in the 128 secondary and higher 
schools for colored ~eople in the United States. Of these 

only 2,760 or 6.7% are doing college work, while 36.5~ of the 
total number are 1D the secondary departments and 56.9~ are 
in the elementar.y departments. So it matters little whether 

~ arbitrarily chosen list be regarded or the more general 
figures ot the Co~isaioner ot !duoation be taken; it is 
evident that not an alarming number of Negroes are getting 

college training, even it we regard such training as super-
fluous. Dr. DuBois has pointed out in hie College Bred 
Negro, xo. 5, in the Atlanta University Publications, that 
only 2,351 legroee graduated from college between 1826 and 
1900. Re says, "There is to-day (1900) about one college-

trained person in ever, 5,600 Begroee". 

OCCUPATIONS OF COLLEG~ G~DU!T~S 

Of these graduates 1,312 re~orted their oocu~ations. 

TAey were as follows: 

"Teacher'3: 
- P:..'~t>idents D.nd deane 

~ea0hers of musio 
Profassors~)rinci,ale, 

nnd teachers 

19 
7 

675 total 701, or 63.4% 
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"Clergy-lllen: 
including l bishop, 
S missioneries and 
12 presiding elders ~otel 221, or 16.8% 

"Physicians, etc: 
Doctors of Medioine 
Drugsiats 
Dentists 

"Students: 

"Lawyers 

"Civil Servioe 

"Buainess men 

":armers: 26; artisans 9: 

76 
4 
~ Total 

" 
" 
" 
" 
n 

"Editora,eeoretaries.olerks,eto. " 
"Uisoellaneous " 

83, or 6.3% 

74, or 5.6~ 

62. or 4.7% 

53, or 4 % 
47, or 3.6% 

35. or 2.7% 

~1, or 2.4~ 

5, 01" .. 5% 

"These figures illustrate vividly the tunotion of the 

college-bred Negro. He ie, as he ought to be, the 5roup 

leader, the men who sets the ideals of the commnnity where 

he lives, directs ita thought and heads its sooial movements. 

It need hf:,r~ly be s.reued that the Ne::;ro people need social 

leadership nora then most 8roupe; they ~.ve no traditions to 

fall baok upon, no long established onstoos. no fa~y ties, 

no well defined s ocial olaesee. All these things must be 

slowly and p~infully evolved." 

Dr. D·u.Bo~_s also found that 500 out of 700 college-bred 

men found HJl'!: i !m:leC.i&tel.y on grEctuet1on at which they remained 

em) loyed. Les s than ~00 turned from a first ooou!)&.tion to & 

eeoond 1)efore findinc a~:?:1&.rently :9ermanent em~)loyment. lie 
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reJ orte also the following cases ot activities of college-
bred Negroes in addition to their regular occupations: 

Active work in religious eoci~ties 101 Investing in busillesa ente~rises conducted by 
Negroes 48 ContributinG to NeBrO and other newspapers 105 Editi~ and JUblie~ing newe~apers 40 Leotuxers 21 College and student aid 20 Benevolent club work 9 Farming and truck gardeaing 10 Nurseries, orphanages and homes 12 Slum, prison and tem~ere~ce work 16 Organized charity 15 Kindel·gartens and oothere' meetings 7 BuildinS aeaociations 7 Hospitals 10 Savings banks 4 Contributing iJo magazines 11 Papers befor6 learned societies 9 

.. 
PRO?.ERTY O':BED BY cor.LEGE GRADuATES 

Each of these college 0 raduates WP.8 asked to atatethe 
assessed value of the real estete owned by him. 557 answers 
ehowad an om1erahip amountin,z to :, 1,342,062.60 or an average 
of 02,411 of real eatate for the 567 graduates. 

I think these figures need no ~trther comment. 

DEMAND FOR COJ,!EGE GRA.DUATBS 

There is not only a generel demand for leaders who ~re 

trained to tnink soundly, und correctly, and to act wiaely 1 but 
also a e:>eoifio cttll for more college trained young :_}eople 

.• noon!_! "".;he Negroes of the South. ':lhey o.re in demr:.nd as the 
teaohere of the more advanced elo:.!l.:>Ltary work, and for the 
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increasing amount of eecondery instruction. This work t he 

S.Terase teechers from the eo celled norme.l schools can not 

euocesefUlly carry on. And even t~e public eohool officials 

are beginni11g to require that t 'J&.:;hera have special normal 

training be~cre they will em}loy them. Colored teachers with 

su·~erior traiaing themselves are :·equired to train these 

teachers for the elementary schools. 

The increusing intellisence end prosperity of the colored 

peo~le toeether with the more r1~1dly enforoed ee~aretion of 

the races increase the deman<ia for greater numbers of :'>ro-

fessionBl men among the colored peojle. They must be thorough-

ly ;jre~"'ared or they oc-.nnot :.'~.as tlle ri3id examinations set for 

them by the V6rious state boards of examiners. And the farther 

the colored peo~1le are removed e.nd ke::-t from the more O\tltivated 

white ~eo)le t~e greater beoomes their need for having consider-

able numbers of educated cultivated people of their own reoe 

among them. Ot~erwiee there must come a gener~l retrogression 

from lack of ideals and oom~etent leadership. 

A LnEIT~ l.iUMB53 OF COLLEGBS HEEDED 

It is not ~rsctionble nor advisable, of oourse, to tr.y 

to make real oolleges out of the dosen eohoole I h~ve mentioned 

in this paper, But t~ere are three or four of epeoial ~remise, 

it eeeme to me, that the General Education Board might aid to 
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advantage. There ought to be several places south of the 

Potomac and the Ohio where co.pable young oolored men and women 

could get pretty thorough up-to-date education. Richmond, 

Atlanta, Nashville and Wew Orleans have already shown that they 

are well located for euoh oenters. Virsinia Union University 

at Richmond, Atlanta University and At lanta Ba~tiet College, 

at least, in Atlanta, Fisk University at Bashville, and Leland 

among others at Bew Orleans are alraa~ well established echoola 

w1 th good follo'iling and valu!!.ble tre.di tiona. But these eohoole 

are not able to build u~ strong college departments and to 

differentiate them froc college de)artments at the weaker 

suhoole. If more strong men and good college eoursee, and 

better equipment both in the way of donni tories e.nd fil>paratua 

oould be added in a taw ~laces, and some eoholarshipe or student 

aid in the college de2artment, could be provided, as is common 

in the great Northern universities, the ::l&ee of lagro college 

stud&nts would congregate in these few institutions Qnd their 

numbers would steadily increase. ~nis would render imvossible 

meny of the weaker collegG courses and wolud make for etr~ngth 

in organizstion and economy in the menasement of oollese 

training, for it \IOulcl nini1:1ize d!J.plicat1on. I think religious 

bias h·ould oo·u.nt for but very little &.t thi3 stage. Those 

students desir:i.nf_;' to go to college woulC:. choose the one where 

tiley oould get ·~h~ r.10st at the best ~.dvente.ge just as now they 

choose P.ort:hcrrl 00~ ... leges without regard to their religious 
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affiliation or t~e lack of it. 

IMP03TANT Ta~T COT~EGE T~liNI~G SHOULD 
BE GIVEN IN THE SOUTH. 

9. 

There ia an a~preciable increase in the number of 
students desiri~g to take a college oourae. It is very im-
portant that this training be given in the South by institu-
tions with aotive, ahrietian, missionar.y spirit, ant in touch 
with the conditione to be faced by t he young people in later 
life rether than in the Jorth by institutions concerned 
,rimarilJ about other things and out of touch With Southern 
lite. And in order to he.ve these well trained youth remain in 
the South and render their share of ssrvice to their people 
it is neoeasar,r that moat ot them should be trained in Southern 
institutions. 

S?EC IA.L CASE 

Help would do good in any of these institutions, and it 
would be welcomed by the colored ~eo9le genersll7 . I Wish, 
however, to call your attention &S!)ecis.lly to one, Atlanta 
Ba!.)tist College, which, it seens to ne, hes more ._)reeaing nee de 
Just now than any of the otbere. It is also one of the most 
efficient e.ncl ci.eserving, in my o·0inion . 

It is a sc:1ool for young men o.nO. ha.e an enrollment of 
217 this year,- the lar;est enrollment in the bietory ot 

the school with one ezce,tion. ~nis is ~11 the more remarkabls 
when we reoall t he troubles in Atlanta at the o~ening of the 
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school year. The s c h o o l o c c u p i e s however, a position of 

great advantage. It is the only college of i m p o r t a n c e for 

the Negro B a p t i s t s of Georgia a n d Florida . In Georgia alone 

there are nearly 300 ,000 Negro Baptist church members - more 

than belong, it is said , to all other denominations t oge the r

The college draws also upon western South Carolina, eastern 

Alabama. and upon Tennessee since Roger Williams University 

hae been given up . These Baptists are proud of the school . 

They are a l so k e e n l y a p p r e c i a t i v e of t h e reoent a p p o i n t m e n t of 

a colored man ae 1 its p r e s i d e n t The B a p t i s t Young People's 

Union, t h e S t a t e Sunday School Convention, a n d the General 

Missionary Baptist Convention of the State sent resolutions 

to t he A m e r i c a n Baptist Home Mission Society expres s ing their 

appreciation of the a p p o i n t m e n t of Prof. John Hope as president

and p l e d g i n g him their s u p p o r t

The eohool h a s enjoyed a healthy, s t e a d y growth in 

numbers a n d p o p u l a r i t y The ohief a t t rac t ions have been the 

good curriculum, the exceptionally manly and capable teaching

foroe, the firm d i s c i p l i n e and the l o c a t i o n of the school. The
c o r p s of t e ache r s is especially deserving of comment In pre• .

p a r a t i o n in t h e q u a l i t y of t h e i r work, a n d i n the matter of 

the whol esome s p i r i t t here teachers c r e a t e in the school, they 

-· are not s u r p a s s e d in my o p i n i o n by a n y body of t e a c h e r s in 

the colored. schoo l s Five of t h e college teachers a r e colored 

men. Two of t h e m the p r e s i d e n t a n d the teacher of s c i e n c e a r e
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graduates of Brown University. One is a graduate of liemilton 

College. The other two are graduates of the Atlanta Ba9tiet 

College itself, but one of them has subsequently taken hie 

degree at the University of Chicago, and the other has done 

summer work at Columbia University. They ere olean gentlemen 

ever,y one. Another colored man of the same grade teaches in 

the theoloeioal department ~ith ~7o Jorthern white men of 

~renounced ability. The grade work is done b7 7oung lady 

graduates of S?elman Seminar,y. The music teacher is a white 

lady from the North. 

The general interest 1A the college seems to be in-

oreaains rapidly. But the school ie unable to meej the in-

creasing demands tor room. The students ha~e mede ma~ 

ee.or1f1cea this yee:r to help out in this direction. There 

h~~e bean three ~nd four boys in ever.y room in the dormitories. 

These rooms are laree enough tor only two occupants. 

The a~eci~l need of the oolleze is e building for recitati~~ 

purBoees ~d for chapel exercises. There is no hall on the 

zroun6.s tllc.t will !i.OCO!!lmodate more ~)ercone than the ?resent 

student body and the teachers. Entert&inments, reunions, etc. 

h&.ve to be helc~ in ohurohes in the city~ A building to cost 

about ;~40,000 would remeey this oondition of e.ffaire. slfford 

&.llr)le recitation :taoil1tiee for a lone; time to come, and would ' 

increaee the (1or.n1 tory aoco:mnoda..tionB by relievins one he.ll r,. .. 

use&. ::m.rtly for recitations. It wotllC:. then be poseible to 
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segregate the theological students, rather mature men, and 
thli.8 greatly et:·engt!"1en the disci:pline. And while this 5-d-
dition to the d:..~:mi'tory acooi!JI!loda.tions would take care of the 

inoreasing numb el'9 of students, it would not neoeeei tate an 
increased teaching foroe. The present cor9e would still be 
sufficient. 

...... 

To help this colleze now will be to aid at the critical 

~oment, it seems; for if it fails to seize ite present 
op~ortunity, it will not be likely to have eo good a chance 
again. Hel;? here 7iill aleo mea.n the strengthening of a natural 
center for the training of the Negro. In 1900 there were 
1,034,813 Negroes in Georgia. Nearly one-third ot them are 
members of the Baptist church and form 5 natural constituency 
for this college, to say :1othing of others it may attract in 

other denominations and in other st~tes. It has already built 
u~ a gre~ter following than it can accommodate with its 
~resent facilit ies . 

It ha.;n>ena too that the Atlanta Baptiet College has been 
so managed that it comm&nds the regard ~ot only of the colored 
)eo·~le but that of the white }.1eo,le about it as well. This is 
saying a good deG.l for a Negro college si tus.ted as 1 t is. 

I am 

Raspeotfull~ yours, 

(signed) w. T. B. Williams. 

.................... 
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