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Dear Doctor Vincent: 
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With reference to the report on the war work of the National Committee 

for Kental Hygiene and the needs for the coming yenr1 I would like to say that I 

believe that this appropriation by the Foundation will be only a very aoall part 

of the amount raceived fr~ all sources for soldiers ith mental and nervous 

diseases. One-seventh of the men who are invalided home from France will be 

suffering fr~ these disorders ~d no oivil institutions exist which can be al-

tered or expanded to care for those with war neuroses ~Isbell shock") . The ~ 

is preparing to meet it• obligation in the matter but if we have an experience 

similar to that in England1 thous~nds of men still Wlfit for work because of 

functional nervous disorders {paralyses, treJ110rs, disorders of mental states) 

will be discharged into the comwmitiee to constitute a aerioue economical and 

sooial problem. 

Nearly all of these causes cen be oured by e~ert tr&atl!lent and it will 

be our task to org&ni %e the various foreeo in the community so that such treatment 

can be applied, to have enrolled the trained personnel required and to prepare 

plans for eve:ry detail of' the work. We would like very much to reserve our ap-

peal to the Red Cross until thh time when, if it eeet:ts deeir&bl e to have this 

work done dir ectly by that organization, we will act in an advisory capacity as 

we are now doing for the Army. 



.. 

-2-

Dr· Vincent Oct. 1, 1917. 

No countr~ is better able than America to deal with these caaea 

int.elligently, tor here applied psychiatry really had its birth. Through its 

aid to tl1e National Committee fCTr Mental Hygiene 1 the Foundtt.t1on has already 

done more than any ot.her agency to prepare the country for t,his new problem. 

It seems, t,herefore, especially appropriate for the Foundation t,o make our 

war work aucce&stul. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ Lu. Ja..~~ 
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