
Hon. Bird s. Col or, 
48 Cedar Stroot, 

Nn York City. 

Dear llr. Coler: 

.rune 4, 1917. 

I muet apologise to you for my a~urent dieoourteey in failing to 

r~y earlier to your letter of AprU 19th. I read it with great ~ 

tereet when i.t wu reoo1vecl, and laid it uide to be replied to after I 

had had time to g_ive it more careful consideration, but pressure or oth-

er 111atten hu prevented my doing eo hitherto. 

Permit me, in the finst plaoe, to thank you for your generous orde 

of appnoiation of ths lJOri: we are doing looting to the control of inta.n-

tUe pnnlyeia, bookworm and other cliaeuoa. I notice, elao, toward the 

oloee of your letter, the wordet •no not for a minute consider cesaat~on 

of your benefaotiona to the eick and the poor. • Tbne paesagea have led 

me to examine with the groater care t ho balance of your letter, to find 

out why• 1n apite of thia fealing on your part, you etUl think that the 

corporation ahoulcl be deltro;vedJ tor the b:lll in favor ot which you ep-

ptare4 in .Albany wu a bUl to revoke the charter of the Rockefeller 

Foundation, which of aouree would put an end to all itt aativitiee, good 

You eay that you "can very well believe thtlt the dirocton of the 

Rockefeller roUDdation might be eo enahantecl with the splendor of the 

practical obJ at they aeet to effect ae to be honeatly intoler.ant of et~ 

forte to restrict or reforc tlleir adminietrative ••thode. • On the con-

trary, the truateee of the Foundation welcome critic~ and eUBgeetion, 
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and for that %'8&1102) baye, of their own motion eM it.hout MJ requireaumt 

of etatute, adopted a polloJ of tbe widut publloity 'ldtb r r,ard to aU 

t.hGir ct1v1ties, adninistP&t:lve and linanai&l, u w.U u thoae haYing 

dirootlr to do with carrying out tho:lr phUanthropS.o purpoaH. But the 

attaot ll&ile on tha FOUD.iation at .Albany wu not 1Dtantied to rutrlct or 

refol'll, but to doatroy, ani1 thAt na th rouon Wbf I u eurpriaecl to 

••• a ot your lntelligcmoe and at I»& etv.tns your eupport to that 

endeavor. 

I find lt dltfioult to reply to your letter, lor the aee rauon 

that I founcl cSlffloul ty 1n repl.J!hg to tho reDilr'ke -.de at the htariDg 

1n Albany,- booauae of the laok at apeo1float1on. 'fh1e, you w1U r call, 

~ o • e diffiotiltJ that tho 

tboy and again r ueate4 you 8114 th othor epctakera to 1rul1oato aama 

artiotllar th1Dg ob be ou.ndation hn dan or ocl tted w 4o b1oll 

ul.d. properly be • tho aubjeot of crltioS..C. 

You epeak of the Bureau of unlo1pol ae.earob an4 what J"OU deacribe 

u 1ta " ebool of PhUcmthropy. • 'lhh lut it evldentJ.7 a tlllp of the 

pen• ia :lnte.nCl.S t'O r for to 1 t1 Tra!n1ng Sobool tor Publia Serda e. 

But, in tho f!.rat pl. oe, the Rockefeller r undat1on 11 not tho Baroau of 

tlun1c1pal. Reaearoh. Tits foundation hu no r raentatin 1 thor u.pon ita 

ard ot D1rootora or ll.ll!Oilfl i e executive ottlcertl, h4a no rol.at1on 

t 1t what Yer uc t u a contributor to ita tunda. Aa I tol you on 

th train oominr; om troo Albany• I have myaolf f tiQs to thl.e ha4 oo-
5 

o~lon to cr1tlo1ee the activitiH of tht Bur u, and hav navor heeltat-

to o eo, but I novertholese think that lt hu on tb bol rendered a 

useful eerv:loo to the c, ........... -..ity in gr tly !mproT~ing the ettlalenoy of . 
public a4mln1etn.t1on. 
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parcmtbetioallJ, that my cmn eon, vho ia too young to be drafted into 

eemoe, baa enlisted aa aeoon4 clue actwan in the United States Naval 

Reserve Jorce, which 18 at the bottom of tho ladclor, f.Ulli there are thotr-

eancla of othor boys from the proparatory eobool.a and ooll.egee \JhO have 

4one the aame.. I SB1" a tully itb you in your belief that the ormmand ot 

an army ehould be by r:um qualified for eucb colliiDlUld by superior intolli• 
geno,e an4 training. I fully ~ a with you that there is no futuro for 

our oountr1 ae a national outitr it the recognition of obligation ie not 
emphdilecS mora ntrongly ~han the roco(gtit:l.on of the privlloga of cit1• 

aenehip. I Dlao agree with JOU that there ia no artificial lino that can 

be drutrn in aooiety hereby wo can ev.yt •an thie aide are thoae fit tor 

auperviaion, direction nnd control and on the other ro thooa fitted only 

for 4irooted eorvioo. • You oleo aay that "Tndn!ng in the mUitary ool ... 

legoa doea create proaumption of qualification tor military comcand•, ond 

in that I thoroughly agroo with you, and I tll.ao agree with you that not• 

"ithstanding thie t ot, opportunities ehoul4 be open to oll citbena to 

prove their capacity fop oa:mnand, and that they should rooolve appoint• 

ment• tor hich they u.re fitted, irreapootive ot whether they have matriou-

l&tecl in the higher 1natitutiont ot loarning or not. But there h Dothing 

in MY ot tho a.ot1vitloa ot the Rockefeller J'oundation, or any of the other 

ot our 1netitution8, whioh has any tendency to prevent this. 

In epoe.Jdf18 ot the aotivitioa of the Rooll:ofal.lor Foumlation you eay 

•that it ie their m thodioal procedure which 1nvolvee a danger to daocoraoy 

of the doadl1aet quality." I find it rather ditticUl t in thi!B connection 

to follow you in your referGnce to Richelieu and the Frenoh Revolution. 

S'UJ"ely it as not Ricbelieu' e dtmmd that the poor should r o ive justice 

vhicb led to the Revolution. If Your auggeetion u to danger to d ocracy 
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1e predicated upon the idea that our phUanthropio activitie. are d.riYing 

in the direction of tho eatablishllent of (lJl artificial l1ns of division 

botveen the fortunate m:~ncrity antl the le a fortunate majority of the 
that it 

people. I oan only fe~ia buecl upon an i.Mufticiont atudy of our act• 

ivitiu, and t hat if you Ul atudy "iiha.t wo ar.e actually doing you will 

eea that our hole influence ie toward rather than mm.y from democracy. 

The two great tialda ot Mr. Rocdtofolle~'• phUWltbrppio activity are 

tho increaalng of ducatioD.Bl OPl'Ortun1tia• for the young, and the tight 

ag&inet 41aeue th't'ougb medical reaearoh. the ~rovornent of medioal edu-

cation and active public health measures. The offeat of tbeae ia the di• 

reot contrary of vhat you han eugn .. ted. The threo grea'\ enaiea of rwm 

aro diaeue and poverty tmd ein, and the mother of those 1• ignorance. The 

beat way to oombat ignor&llCe an4 all tho evlle that fOllow froc it ••-

to =• to be through oc:lucation. using that in ite broadeat eenae to iltclide 

the utenaion ot the boun®.riea of knowledge, tho apree4 of enlightenment. 

and the 4evelop!lant of character. I do not know of any o.gonc1ea wh1oh 

Ul tend moro oortainly to break down tho (ll"tit1ciel linea between men 

than theae taatore. 

b I ••• it, wo are doing the beet vo oan to oQIIPl.y with your eug-

geation to t-.ob tha people to become a real 4emocrMy and to live not in 

the thought fumishect them by othera, hut by their own power to think for 

th maelvn,-... beoau.e I am sure you do not mean by thia latter pbrue that 

they ahould diaaard tho ~erionco o:t tho paet and roly solely upon their 

uni.natl"UUted intuitiona. ihat e are ndeavoring to aocomplieh it, that 

ell that b beat in tho history and experionco of t he oJ"ld, that all the 

mott reoent aohiovemonto of scienco and of o.rt, nh.all be p:laotd at the ser-

v1oe of tho h\lllbloat individual in order that, ao fn.r ae hurlUUlly poae1ble. 
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the ho.ndicape of birth end. ot social position cuy bo overcome, and the.t 

man, freccS from tho blight ooth of diseau Md of it;rJ.Qrance cay achiove 

tho b t of hich ha is capable. 

Sincerely your8, 

S. I"'!R J PU""'}t , •. 1 
.IIJU •• I l I ,, 
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