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Letter Ro.75. La Baulo, Deconber 12, 1939· 

Dear Balfour: 

You ~r be eo=swhat surprised end die ppointed th t you never received 

tro:n any long letter t;i'Ting com:nenta reguding the China prc~am. Thie h not 

because of e~lete neglect of the matter. Tho more I tl1ought about it. the ~re 

difficult it seemed to 8 to e.dvls you. pnrticularly in regard to det ils. A 

long tme has elapsed e1noe m;y departure trom China; fllld e. survey of tho vnrioua 

doouoonta c.nd reports, :not to ntion your letters, leaves ma with the foeli~ 

tli t it is DUch wiser 'to give you full .authority to make reoo ndationa l'li tll 

regard to the hture. 

It ia quite obvious th~t the war produood a tr~ndous dislocation 

in the program, ~nd the different elements hioh were suppoaod to bear on the 

pro{;ram s e. whole have been scattered so oo:u,idorably that the progre.l:l as it 

exists today is obviously ver.y different from at it was prior to the war. 

The 11univerdty-oo:mnutdty" concept 'Which wa.s e~h&dud so considerably ha• 

:nocesauily to n large extent gone by the board. 
-~~~-~~---

I have just :reoei ved the Annual Report of tho ational Council For 

Rur 1 Reconstruction, the jor portion of whioh wno prepared by Dr. c.o. Ch'en. 

It is a pretty thtn document for a yeer'a ~ork, lthough I presume that there 

y bo other terial u.vnile.ble. Perhaps the 4lfterent act1vlt1ee produced 

their om1 individual ennual $t tements. You will be tho better judge of what,. 

if Nlything,. ean bo ee.lvngod in connection with the ork ot the NCRR. What 

is the relationship botween the NCPJR snd the ational Institute ot Rural Reoon-

struotion, hich Ji~ Yen hne set cp? I hav recently had fo~ded to a 
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letter written on August 12th by Ji~ Yen to Professor Shotwell of Columbia 

University. I am sending herewith the correspondence dealing with thta matter. 

I presume that Jimmf Yen's major interest is in Szechuan. end although one ot 

his important staff 1nembere is now director of' the Rurt.l Service Training 

Institute in Tingfan, I do not kn~ if there is any form of inner cooperation 

in technical programs between the work in fingfan and in Szeohuen. You will 

recall that one of the fundamental points in oormeotion with the pre4ar program 

was the intimate integration of the various activitiea that were oa:rried on in 

TinghsiMI. and !sining. In reading c .. c. Oh'en ' a sta.t8'raen:t,. ! do net find any 

special em;phaai s on this subject. 

I am hopeful that the program in IU.'eioru,w can survive and the.t there 

may be sufficient financial assistance from national, provincial, and local 

governments to take up the burden as our appropriation decreases. 

It is not clear to me at this diatance what interest, if' any, the 

lilinietries in Chungking have in this whole movement . Before the war we had 

just about reached a point where we were getting ready to anticipate material 

fina.noia.l contributions, even from thfJ national gove1'D.li1Snt. I oan understand 

the circu~taooee which make national contributions more difficult to obtain, 

but it would seem to m6 that, unlese we have real evidence of an interest includ­

ing financial aid from the di:f£erent branches of' the gGvel'mllent, we are in a 

very weak position. I am sure that Franklin Ho ond others who are oonneoted 

with the na.ti~nal government must realize this and should be a~le to bring the 

necessary pressure to assure :financial assistance. Hw about the Kweiohow 

prorlnoial govel"nlllent? How real is their interest? Is Y. 1'. Tsur still con­

nected with this provincial government? 

0£ course you have a completely free hand to determine ~nat you 

think it i~ proper to recommend concerning the training work of the National 

l!ealth Administration. Standards are, of course, different in China than in 
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moat western countries. and 1 shall be interested to know what decisions you 

come to in relo.tion to the continuation of this whole question. l'fuat are your 

plans going to be in regard to malari& work,and will any of them have a bearing 

on Tingfan, where I note that nalaria ia abundant in certain parta? 

I am wondering how much preuure will be 'brought to bear on you to 

continue aiding Agricultural Economics t ianking University . 1 ha't'e no doubt 

that they will need aid, but I onder h~ important n r8le they can play in 

conneoti on trl th the work ot the llCRR. 

I £eel aura that X. s. Sie. the Director oi th• Vation&l Agrioultur 1 

P.esearoh Bureau. has been carrying on good quality work in connection with our 

e.id to the insect control program. Hcmever, I cannot see a.t this distance how 

we can be expected to continue this grant very long. 1'hie is a type of aotivi• 

ty that one could aid indefinitely. But it will have to be your decision as to 

just "Prhen our assistance ahould terminate. 

These samo general remarks would. of course. apply to the National 

Central Uni.ver&ity grant. This wes always the weakest of the grants 1lP to 

the time of m:r departure from Chin&. I vas rather surprised that they were 

able to transport their stock up the river and keep going. When we started 

our. program we had in mind the deYelopment in Ne..nking of an integrated program. 

in a~rioulture between Jan~ University~ National Central University, end the 

Rational Agricultural Research Bureau . fhe dispersal o1' these institutions 

naturally threw a pretty large monkey-wronoh into our jor point of interest. 

hile perhaps our aid has been justifiable and considerable good may hAve come 

out of it, at this distance certainly it does not seem that there are great 

arguments in favor of our continuing aid to these three agr1oultural institu­

tions very much longer. 

Yenohing of course stands in ver,y peeuliar position as it is isolated 

to such a great extent from the othor institutions. It seems difficult to me to 
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imagine that Yenohin& can do very much in cooperation with the other activities 

located in South~est China. I am inclined to believe that any further aid to 

this Univer•1ty would have to be decided on its local merits. lt ie an institu-

tion that has received over a long period or time assistance from different 

Rockefeller Boarda. Incidentally, both Yenching and Banking are receiving aid 

outside of the China program from the special grant made by the RF to Chinese 

uhiversitiea through the Associated Board of Christian Colleges in Vew York. 

Undoubtedly l!r. Lobenst1ne has been able to give you a lot of valuable info~-

tion regarding these two and other Christian college•· What the attitude of 

the RFwould be in regard to further aid to these college• through the Associated 

Board I do not know. 

Another institution which has been one ar our serious interests ia 

Xankai , end ita Institute of Economics certainly was the best thing of it• 

kind in China. I gather that particularly through H. D. Fong this institution 

is closer to the work in Tingfan than the other institutions. On the basis of 

my preTious knowledge of this institution and the quality of ita work. I would 

place it on tbe preferred list for consideration . 

I feel rather help lea a in making any comments concernillg Jaea Yen • • 

lft.sa Education lfowment, Aa you will recall, we were rather disappointed in 

Yen, partly because of our difficulties in getting adequate reports and tinan-

cial statements f'rom him. That be has been very busy theae past two yeare is 

evident. As to t."l.e e1e,n11'i08nce and quality of the efforta of thia organisation 

I am without sufficient data to form an opinion that baa a.n;y value. fhis doea 

not mean thAt I would be opposed to further aid being considered for h~. I 

amslso not in a position to give you an opinion in regard to the Commiasion on 

~dioal Education. 

I am assuming that your recommendations will include consideration 

of grants for foreign and local .fellowships and grants in aid. Aa you know 

our foreign fellowship program bas been reduoed to very small dimensions. Poeeibly 
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the ~ime has now arrived when we could afford to be more generous in this line . 

!his of course ~ apply to IBD fellowships. I should be interested to get 

your oomm.ents on the significance of the looal fellOifahip prograza. As hundreds 

or men have benefited under this progra11.1 it my be possible now to get some 

evaluation of the results obtained. 

After the trek of ~he various inatitutiona to South~est China Grant 

and I were of the opinion tha.~ oontinua.tion of the program in the new r egiona 

was juatifiable on the basis of conservation of past personnel end effort . I 

gather tha~ it is felt at least bj some of the important people that this period 

has passed and that the progr'8lll now is based on permanency . As I told you when 

you ware in Paris, and as I think I have written you sinoe, it was the weighted 

opinion of New York that the Foundation would wi thdrfDT from the China prog.ra.m 

over a period of time. Before the war came and disturbed all our plana, I had 

anticipated presenting the situation to the Trustees and asking for an appro­

priation to be spread over a period of years on a deoreasing scale. We had in 

mind then that funds from purely Chinese ~ources oould be found to take over 

the lo~d aa we wi thdrw. Our plans~ of course, were shattered, but we are still 

facing the question of withdrawal. l 6ll1 inclined to believe that the officer. 

and trustees will be anxious to see that the withdrawal can be accomplished 

reasonably generously and in e. manner which would at least 1n the major instanoee 

leave behind soma permanent mark. 

I gather that the whole question of rural r&eonstruction is definitely 

in the minds of the Chinese Government and believe that our e£torta probably have 

had a wide influence in affecting public opinion. With all the compli~ations 

in other parts ot the ~orld, there is a possible tendency that China and her pro­

blems may be forgotten or neglected. I for one hope that the Foundation. even 

if the Ohina program itself is liquidated, will continue to do What seems to be 

reasonable to assist the ChZese people in their diffioultias. It ie therefore 
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most encouraging to me ~t the IHD ~~6 appnrently such a keen intereat in 

oertain problems in Chine., end Dr. Gragg's letter to you, to whieb I referred 

in :rty last letter. gins ~ an additional feeling that the Foundation a.t lea.at 

ie not forgetting our Chinese friends. 

Dt. M. O. Balfour. 
!he Rockefeller Foundation, 
Cathay Ua.neion•, Room 115, 
Rue Cardinal Bercier, 
Shanghai. 

sm:crru 
Enclosuree:2. 

Your• dncerely, 

Seluar • Gwm. 
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